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THE THIRDE BOOKE OF 

THE FAERIE QUEENE 

CONTAYNING THE LEGEND OF BRITOMARTIS, OR 
OF CHASTITY. 



CANTO IX. 

Malbecco will nojiraunge knights 

For peevijh gealofy, 
Paridell giufts with Britomart : 

both Jhew their auncejiry. 

I. 



EDOUBTED knights, and honorable 
Dames, 
To whom I levell all my labours end. 
Right fore I feare, leaft with un- 
worthy blames 
This odious argument my rymes 
ftiould fliend,* 
Or ought your goodly patience offend. 
Whiles of a wanton Lady 1 doe write. 
Which with her loofe incontinence doth blend 




• my rymes Jbould Jbend.'] One of the moft. ordinary fenfcs of to 
" fliend " is to marre, or injure : it alfo means to rebuke, or reprove : 
fee vol. i. pp. 97, &c. C. 

III. B 
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2 THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 3. 

The fliyning glory of your foveralne light ; 
And knighthood fowle defaced by a faithleffe knight. 

2. 
But never let th' enfample of the bad 

Offend the good ; for good, by paragone 

Of evill, may more notably be rad. 

As white feemes fayrer matcht with blacke attone ; ** 

Ne all are fliamed by the fault of one : 

For lo ! in heven, whereas all goodnes is, 

Emongft the Angels, a whole legione 

Of wicked Sprightes did fall from happy blis ; 
What wonder then if one, of women all, did mis ? 

3- 
Then liften, Lordings, if ye lift to weet 

The caufe why Satyrane and Paridell 

Mote not be entertaynd, as feemed meet. 

Into that Caftle, (as that Squyre does tell.) 

" Therein a cancred crabbed Carle does dwell. 

That has no Ikill of Court nor courtefie, 

Ne cares what men fay of him, ill or well ; 

For all his dayes he drownes in privitie. 

Yet has full large to live and fpend at libertie. 

4- 
•" But all his mind is fet on mucky pelfe. 

To hoord up heapes of evill gotten mafle. 

For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himfelfe : 

Yet is he lincked to a lovely lafle, 

Whofe beauty doth her bounty far furpafle; 

The which to him both far unequall yeares. 

And alfo far unlike conditions has ; 

For ftie does joy to play emongft her peares. 
And to be free from hard reftraynt and gealous feares. 

** tvitb blacke attone.'] The iirft edition reads attonce ; but the fecond, 
and folios, more agreeable to the rhyme, " attone," that is, together^ at 
once, at one \time\, Upton. 
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C. 9. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 3 

5- ^ 
'* But he is old, and withered like hay, 

Unfit faire Ladies fervice to fupply ; 

The privie guilt whereof makes him alway 

Sufpedt her truth, and keepe continuall fpy 

Upon her with his other blincked eye ; 

Ne fuflfreth he refort of living wight 

Approch to her, ne keepe her company. 

But in clofe bowre her mewes from all mens fight, 

Depriv'd of kindly joy and naturall delight. 

6. 

" Malbecco he, and Hellenore fhe hight ; , 
Unfitly yokt together in one teeme. 
That is the caufe why never any knight 
Is fuflfred here to enter, but he feeme 
Such as no doubt of him he neede mifdeeme." 
Thereat Sir Satyrane gan fmyle, and fay ; 
" Extremely mad the man I furely deeme. 
That weenes with watch and hard reftraynt to ftay 

A womans will, which is difpofd to go aftray, 

7; 
" In vaine he feares that which he cannot fhonne ; 

For who wotes not, that womans fubtiltyes 

Can guylen Argus, when fhe lift mifdonne? 

It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes. 

Nor brafen walls, nor many wakefull fpyes. 

That can withhold her wilfull wandring feet ; 

But faft goodwill, with gentle courtefyes. 

And timely fervice to her pleafures meet. 

May her perhaps containe, that elfe would algates fleet." 

8. 

*' Then is he not more mad," (fayd Paridell) 
" That hath himfelfe unto fuch fervice fold. 
In dolefuU thraldome all his dayes to dwell ? 
For fure a foole I doe him firmely hold. 
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4 THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 3. 

That loves his fetters, though they were of gold. 
But why doe wee devife of others ill, 
Whyles thus we fufFer this fame dotard old 
To keepe us out, in fcorne of his owne will. 
And rather do not ranfack all, and him felfe kill ? " 

9- 

" Nay, let us firft" (fayd Satyrane) " entreat 
The man by gentle meanes to let us in. 
And afterwardes affray with cruell threat. 
Ere that we to efForce it doe begin : 
Then, if all fayle, we will by force it win. 
And eke reward the wretch for his mefprife. 
As may be worthy of his haynous fin." 
That counfeU pleafd : then Paridell did rife. 

And to the Caftle gate approcht in quiet wife. 

10. 

Whereat foft knocking entrance he defyrd. 

The good man felfe, which then the Porter playd. 
Him anfwered, that all were now retyrd 
Unto their reft, and all the keyes convayd 
Unto their maifter, who in bed was layd. 
That none him durft awake out of his drcme ; 
And therefore them of patience gently prayd. 
Then Paridell began to chaunge his theme. 

And threatned him with force and punifhment extreme : 

II. 

But all in vaine, for nought mote him relent. 
And now fo long before the wicket faft* 
They wayted, that the night was forward fpent. 
And the faire welkin fowly overcaft 
Gan blowen up a bitter ftormy blaft, 

« ie/ore the wicket faft.'] i. c. before the wicket which had been 
made faft. Todd rendered the paiTage nonfenfe by printing wicked for 
«* wicket," as if it had reference to the ** cancred carl," and not to the 
gate of his caftle. C. 
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C. 9. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 5 

With fliowre and hayle fo horrible and dred. 
That this faire many^ were compeld at laft 
To fly for fuccour to a little fhed. 
The which befide the gate for fwyne was ordered. 

12. 

It fortuned, foone after they were gone. 

Another knight, whom tempeft thether brought. 
Came to that Caftle, and with eameft mone. 
Like as the reft, late entrance deare befought : 
But, like fo as the reft, he prayd for nought ; 
For flatly he of entrance was refufd. 
Sorely thereat he was difpleafd, and thought 
How to avenge himfelfe fo fore abufd. 

And evermore the Carle of courtefie accufd.* 

But, to avoyde th' intoUerable ftowre. 

He was compeld to feeke fome refuge neare. 

And to that fhed, to flirowd him from the fliowre. 

He came, which full of guefts he found whyleare. 

So as he was not let to enter there : 

Whereat he gan to wex exceeding wroth. 

And fwore that he would lodge with them yfere. 

Or them diflodg, all were they liefe or loth ;' 

And fo defyde them each, and fo defyde them both. 

14. 

Both were full loth to leave that needfull tent. 
And both full loth in darknefTe to debate ; 
Yet both full liefe him lodging to have lent, 

^ this faire many J] Company, Spenfer repeatedly ufes " many " in 
this fenie. Todd. It was common to all the poets of the day. C. 

* of courtefie accufdJ] The commentators have mifTpent time and 
fpace upon this very intelligible ezpreifion, which is merely elliptical : 
he accufed the Carl of want of courtefy. C. 

' all were they liefe or lotb.'\ That is> were they willing^ or unwil" 
Hng. The expreffion occurs again in F. Q^, vi. i. 44, and is frequent in 
our old poets. Upton. 
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6 rHE FAERIE ^UEENE. B..3. 

And both full liefe his boafting to abate : 
But chiefely Paridell his hart did grate 
To heare him threaten fo defpightfuUy, 
As if he did a dogge in kenell rate 
That durft not barke ; and rather had he dy 
Then, when he was defyde, in coward corner ly. 

Tho haftily remounting to his fteed 

He forth iflew'd : like as a boyftrous winde. 

Which in th' earthes hollow caves hath long ben hid 

And fhut up faft within her prifons blind, 

Makes the huge element, againft her kinde. 

To move and tremble as it were aghaft, 

Untill that it an iflew forth may finde : 

Then forth it breakes, and with his furious blaft 

Confounds both land and feas, and fkyes doth overcaft. 

16. 

Their fteel-hed fpeares they ftrongly coucht, and met 
Together with impetuous rage and forfe. 
That with the terrour of their fierce affiret* 
They rudely drove to ground both man and horfe. 
That each awhile lay. like a fencelefle corfe. 
But Paridell fore brufed with the blow 
Could not arife, the counterchaunge to fcorfe,** 
Till that young Squyre him reared from below ; 

Then drew he his bright fword, and gan about him throw. 

But Satyrane forth ftepping did them ftay. 
And with faire treaty pacifide their yre. 
Then, when they were accorded from the fray, 

« their fierce affret.'] Rencounter, bafiy meeting. Sec. See alfo F. Q^ 
iv. ii. 15 ; iv. iii. 6. JJrettare, Ital. To bafien, to be in sifret and 
bafie. Upton. 

*• Cou/J not arife, tbe counterchaunge to fcorfe.'] Render ii contra- 
cambioy to be even with him, to give him like for like ; faire un contre- 
change. Upton. *' Scorfc" is exchange: fee vol. ii. p. 258. C. 
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C. 9. rUE FAERIE ^EENE. ^ 

Againft that Caftles Lord they gan confpire. 
To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
They beene agreed ; and to the gates they goe 
To bum the fame with unquenchable fire. 
And that uncurteous Carle, their commune foe. 

To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous woe. 

18. 

Malbecco, feeing them refolvd in deed 

To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 
For fire in earneft, ran with fearfuU fpeed. 
And to them calling from the caftle wall, 
Befought them humbly him to beare withall. 
As ignorant of fervants bad abufe 
And flacke attendaunce unto ftraungers call. 
The knights were willing all things to excufe. 

Though nought belev'd, and entraunce late did not refufe. 

19. 

They beene ybrought into a comely bowre. 
And fervd of all things that mote needfuU bee ; 
Yet fecretly their hofte did on them lowre. 
And welcomde more for feare then charitee ; 
But they diflembled what they did not fee. 
And welcomed themfelves. Each gan undight 
Their garments wett, and weary armour free. 
To dry them felves by Vulcanes flaming light. 

And eke their lately bruzed parts to bring in plight. 

20. 

And eke that ftraunger knight emongft the reft 
Was for like need enforft to difaray : 
Tho, whenas vailed was her lofty creft. 
Her golden locks, that were in tramells gay 
Upbounden, did them felves adowne difplay 
And raught unto her heeles ; like funny beames. 
That in a cloud their light did long time ftay. 
Their vapour vaded, fhewe their golden gleames. 
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8 rHE FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 3. 

And through the perfant aire flioote forth their azure 
ftreames.* 

21. 

Shee alfo dofte her heavy haberjeon. 

Which the faire feature of her limbs did hyde ; 
And her wellplighted frock, which flie did won*' 
To tucke about her ftiort when flie did ryde, 
Shee low let fall, that flowd from her lanck fyde 
Downe to her foot with carelefle modeftee. 
Then of them all flie plainly was efpyde 
To be a woman wight,' unwift to bee. 

The faireft woman wight that ever eie did fee. 

22. 

Like as Bellona"" being late returnd 

From flaughter of the Giaunts conquered ; 
Where proud Encelade, whofe wide nofethrils bumd 
With breathed flames, like to a furnace redd. 
Transfixed with her fpeare" downe tombled dedd 

* JnJ through the perfant aire fioote forth their azure fireamesJl It 
fcems probable that in the printing of this line, the two words ** per- 
fant " and *' azure " accidentally changed places. In Chaucer's ** Af- 
fembly of Fowles," v. 267, quoted by Warton, — 

«* Her gilded heris with a golden thread 

** Ibounden were,** 
" golden " feems more properly to apply to hairs ; and *' gilded " to 
the thread that bound them. We, however, do not feel authorized to 
amend Spenfer's text, efpecially as Drayton, in his copy of the folio 
1 61 1 , made no change and no note. ** Perfant ** is, of courie, piercing : 
fee vol. ii. p. 38, where it is i^\x, perfaunt. C. 

^ which Jhe did toonJ] She ufed^ won for toont : the laft letter is 
dropt for the rhyme's fake. Church. 

* To be a woman wight.] Inftead of" woman wight," if I had the 
authority of any book, I would have printed it, " woman-inight,** 
Upton. Mr. Upton's obfervation is fupported by St. 47. *' Ah ! faireft 
LADY'inight.^' Todd. Yet ** woman wight " is repeated. C. 

°* Liie as Bel/ona.] The fccond, and all the later editions, read 
Minerva. It is generally agreed that Pal/as, Be/Iona, and Minerva, 
are one and the fame perfon. Church. 

" Transfixed with her fpeare,] So the firft edition of 1 590 reads : 
the reft read, " with the fpeare." Todd. 
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C. 9. • THE FAERIE QUEENE. 9 

From top of Hemus by him heaped hye. 
Hath loofd her helmet from her lofty hedd. 
And her Gorgonian fhield gins 'to untye 
From her lefte arme, to reft in glorious viftorye. 

Which whenas they beheld, they fmitten were 
With great amazement of fo wondrous fight ; 
And each on other, and they all on her. 
Stood gazing ; as if fuddein great affright 
Had them furprizd. At laft, avifing right 
Her goodly perfonage and glorious hew. 
Which they fo much miftooke, they tooke delight 
In their firft error, and yett ftill anew 

With wonder of her beauty fed their hongry vew. 

24. 

Yet note their hongry vew*" be fatisfide. 
But feeing ftill the more defir'd to fee. 
And ever firmely fixed did abide 
In contemplation of divinitee : 
But moft they mervaild at her chevalree 
And noble prowefTe, which they had approved. 
That niuch they faynd to know^ who fhe mote bee ; 
Yet none of all them her thereof amov'd. 

Yet every one her likte, and every one her lov'd. 

And Paridell, though partly difcontent 
With his late fall and fowle indignity. 
Yet was foone wonne his malice to relent. 
Through gratious regard of her faire eye. 
And knightly worth which he too late did try, 



® Tft note their hongry vezo, &c.] ** Note " here, and in fbmc 
other places, is an ellipfis, not for ne toote, as we have already feen it 
ufed rcpeatedJy, but for ne mote, i.e. might not, C. 

P That much they faynd to inoto,] That much they iejired, or 
would be glad to know. *• Fain " as a verb is not very common. C. 
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lo rUE FAERIE QUEENE. B. 3. 

Yet tried did adore. Supper was dight ; 
Then tliey Malbecco prayd of courtefy. 
That of his lady they might have the fight 

And company at meat, to doe them more delight. 

26. 

But he, to ftiifte their curious requeft, 

Gan caufen why flie could not come** in place ; 
Her crafed helth, her late recourfe to reft. 
And humid evening ill for ficke folkes cace ; 
But none of thofe excufes could take place, 
Ne would they eate till ftie in prefence came. 
Shee came in prefence with right comely grace. 
And fairely them faluted, as became. 

And fhewd her felfe in all a gentle courteous Dame. 

27. 

They fate to meat ; and Satyrane his chaunce 
Was her before, and Paridell befide ; 
But he him felfe' fate looking ftill afkaunce 
Gainft Britomart, and ever clofely eide 
Sir Satyrane, that glaunces might not glide : 
But his blinde eie, that fided Paridell, 
All his demeafnure from his fight did hide : 
On her faire face fo did he feede his fill. 

And fent clofe mefluges of love to her at will. 

^ Gan caufen toby foe could not come,] ** Began to affign reafons/* 
fays Church, and perhaps corre6Uy ; but may not ** caufen " be another 
form of cozen? and then the meaning may be, that Malbecco began to 
endeavour to deceive his guefls as to why his lady could not come in 
place. It feems that in the fouth of England, to coze, is to converfe, 
or to talk familiarly about any matter, Fr. caufen and ** caufen " may 
be ufed by Spenfer in this way : Malbecco began to talk, or tell them 
why his lady could not come. C. 

' But be bim felfe.] That is, Malbecco, as is evident from what fol- 
lows. Two lines below, the text in the 4tos. and folios prefents a 
variation, I think, not hitherto noticed : the 4tos. have, "with glaunces 
might not glide ;" and the folios 1609 and 161 1, '^ tbat glaunces might 
not glide.'* The laft is, of courfe, right ; but there is no mention of the 
mifprint in the errata of the firfl edition. C. 
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C. 9- rHE FAERIE ^EENE. ii 

28. 

And ever and anorie, when none was ware. 

With fpeaking lookes, that clofe embaflage bore. 
He rov*d at her/ and told his fecret care ; 
For all that art he learned had of yore : 
Ne was fhe ignoraunt of that leud lore. 
But in his eye his meaning wifely redd. 
And with the like him aunfwerd evermore. 
Shee fent at him one fyrie dart, whofe hedd 

Empoifned was with privy luft and gealous dredd. 

29. 

He from that deadly throw made no defence. 
But to the wound his weake heart opened wyde : 
The wicked engine through falfe influence 
Paft through his eies, and fecretly did glyde 
Into his heart, which it did forely gryde/ 
But nothing new to him was that fame paine, 
Ne paine at all ; for he fo ofte had tryde 
The powre thereof, and lov'd fo oft in vaine. 

That thing of courfe he counted love to entertaine. 

30. 
Thenceforth to her he fought to intimate 

His inward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne : 

Now Bacchus fruit out of the filver plate 

He on the table dafht, as overthrowne. 

Or of the fruitfuU liquor overflowne ; 

And by the dauncing bubbles did divine. 

Or therein write to lett his love be fhowne; 



■ He rov*d at ber.^ He Jbot at her. ** To fhoot at rovers " was a 
phrafe in archery, and may have meant to fhoot at randotit or random/ 
without any certain aim. The arrows ufcd for fuch a purpofe were 
known as rovers ; and in his " Cynthia's Revels " (edit. Gifibrd, ii. 370) 
Ben Jonfon mentions '* arrows of all forts, flights, rovers and butt- 
fhafts.*' C. 

* which it did forely gryde.] To gride is to wound, or fierce. We 
have already had it more than once in this fenfe : fee vol. i. p. 21. C. 
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12 rHE FAERIE ^UEENE. . B. 3. 

Which well fhe redd out of the learned line : 
A facrament prophane in miftery of wine. 

And, when fo of his hand the pledge fhe raught. 
The guilty cup ftic fained to miftake. 
And in her lap did flied her idle draught. 
Shewing defire her inward flame to flake. 
By fuch clofe fignes they fecret way did make 
Unto their wils, and one eies watch efcape : 
Two eies him needeth, for to watch and wake. 
Who lovers will deceive. Thus was the ape. 

By their faire handling, put into Malbeccoes cape." 

Now, when of meats and drinks they had their fill, 
Purpofe was moved by that gentle Dame 
Unto thofe knights adventurous, to tell 
Of deeds of armes which unto them became. 
And every one his kindred and his name. 
Then Paridell, in whom a kindly pride 
Of gratious fpeach and fkill his words to frame 
Abounded, being yglad of fo fitte tide 

Him to commend to her, thus fpake, of al well eide. 

33- 
" Troy, that art now nought but an idle name. 
And in thine afhes buried low dofl lie. 
Though whilome far much greater then thy fame. 
Before that angry Gods and cruell fkie 
Upon thee heapt a direfull deflinie ; 
What boots it boaft thy glorious defcent, 

" put into Malbeccoes cape.'] Fools ufcd formerly to carry apes on 
their ihoulders ; and to put the ape upon a man was a phrafe equivalent 
to make a fool of him. See Chaucer, ed. Urr. p. 128 : 

" This curfed chanon put in his hood an ape." Upton. 
In the portrait of Will Summers, the jefter of Henry VIII. at Hampton 
Court, he is drawn with an ape on his fhoulder. C. 
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C. 9. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 13 

And fetch from heven thy great genealogie, 
Sith all thy worthie prayfes being blent 
Their ofspring hath embafte, and later glory fhent ? 

34- 

" Moft famous Worthy of the world, by whome 
. That warre was kindled which did Troy inflame. 
And ftately towres of Ilion whilome 
Brought unto balefull mine, was by name 
Sir Paris far renowmd through noble fame ; 
Who, through great prowefle and bold hardinefle,, 
From Lacedaemon fetcht the fayreft Dame 
That ever Greece did boaft, or knight poflefle. 

Whom Venus to him gave for meed of worthinefle ; 

" Fayre Helene, flowre of beautie excellent. 
And girlond of the mighty Conquerours, 
That madeft many Ladies deare lament 
The heavie lo'fle of their brave Paramours, 
Which they far off beheld from Trojan toures. 
And faw the fieldes of faire Scamander flxowne 
With carcafes of noble warrioures 
Whofe fruitlefle lives were under furrow fowne. 

And Xanthus fandy bankes with blood all overflowne. 

36. 

" From him my linage I derive aright. 

Who long before the ten yeares fiege of Troy, 
Whiles yet on Ida he a fhepeheard hight. 
On faire Oenone got a lovely boy. 
Whom, for remembrance of her pafled joy. 
She, of his Father, Parius did name ; 
Who, after Greekes did Priams realme deftroy, 
Gathred the Trojan reliques fav'd from flame. 

And with them fayling thence to th' ifle of Paros came. 

37- 
** That was by him cald Paros, which before 
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Hight Naufa : there he many yeares did raine. 
And built Nauficle by the Pontick fliore ; 
The which he dying lefte next in remaine 
To Paridas his fonne,* 
From whom I Paridell by kin defcend : 
But for faire ladies love and glories gaine/ 
My native foile have lefte, my dayes to fpend 
In fewing deeds of armes, my lives and labors end." 

38. 

Whenas the noble Britomart heard tell 
Of Trojan warres and Priams citie fackt, 
Th^ruefull ftory of Sir Paridell, 
She was empaffiond at that piteous aft. 
With zelous envy of Greekes cruell faft 
Againft that nation, from whofe race of old 
She heard that fhe was lineally extraft ; 
For noble Britons fprong from Trojans bold. 

And Troynovant was built of old Troyes afhes cold. 

39- 
Then, fighing foft awhile, at laft fhe thus : 

*' O lamentable fall of famous towne ! 

Which raignd fo many yeares vidorious. 

And of all Afie bore the foveraine crowne. 

In one fad night confumd and throwen downe : 

What ftony hart, that heares thy haplefle fate. 

Is not empierft with deepe compafllowne, 

And makes enfample of mans wretched ftate. 

That floures fo frefli at morne, and fades at evening late ? 



* To Paridas bis fonne,'] This line is impcrfe£l in all impreffions ; 
but in Drayton's copy of the folio 1611 it is completed by the words, 
witbouten ftaine. Others -would, perhaps, do as well; and the blank 
is fo eafily filled upi that there feems no reafon why it fhould have re- 
mained, if the poet had not intended it to be a hemiflich. C. 

J and glories gained The fecond and third folios read ** glorious 
gain." Church. This is a miflake : both the folios, that of 1609 and 
that of 161 1, read ezadlly like the quartos. C. 
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40. 

" Behold, Sir, how your pitifull complaint 
Hath fownd another partner of your payne ; 
For nothing may imprefle fo deare conftraint 
As countries caufe, and commune foes difdayne. 
But if it (hould not grieve you backe agayne 
To turne your courfe, I would to heare defyre 
What to Aeneas fell ; fith that men fayne 
He was not in the cities wofuU fyre 

Confum'd, but did him felfe to fafety retyre." 

41. 

" Anchyfes fonne, begott of Venus fayre," 
Said he, " out of the flames for fafegard fled. 
And with a remnant did to fea repayre ; 
Where he through fatall errour long was led 
Full many yeares, and weetlefl'e wandered 
From fliore to fliore emongft the Lybick fandes. 
Ere reft he fownd. Much there he fuflFered, 
And many perilles paft in forreine landes. 

To fave his people fad from vidours vengefull handes. 

42. 

*' At laft in Latium he did arryve. 

Where he with cruell warre was entertaind 

Of th' inland folke, which fought him backe to drive. 

Till he with old Latinus was conftraind 

To contraft wedlock, (fo the fates ordaind) 

Wedlocke contraft in blood, and eke in blood 

Accompliflied, that many deare complaind : 

The rivall flaine, the viftour through the flood 

Efcaped hardly, hardly praifd his wedlock good* 

43; 
*' Yet, after all, he viftour did furvive. 
And with Latinus did the kingdom part ; 
But after, when both nations gan to ftrive 
Into their names the title to convart, * 
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His fonne Iiilus did from thence depart 
With all the warlike youth of Trojans bloud. 
And in long Alba plaft his throne apart ; 
Where faire it florifhed and long time ftoud. 
Till Romulus^ renewing it, to Rome remoud."" 

44- 
" There ; there," (faid Britomart) " afrefti appeard 

The glory of the later world to fpring. 

And Troy againe out of her duft was reard 

To fitt in fecond feat of foveraine king 

Of all the world, under her governing* 

But a third kingdom yet is to arife 

Out of the Trojans fcattered ofspring. 

That in all glory and great enterprife, 
Both firft and fecond Troy (hall dare to equalife, 

45- ^ 
" It Troynovant is hight, that with the waves 

Of wealthy Thamis waflied is along. 

Upon whofe ftubborne neck,* whereat he raves 

With roring rage, and fore him felfe does throng. 

That all men feare to tempt his billowes ftrong. 

She faftned hath her foot ; which ftands fo hy. 

That it a wonder of the world is fong 

In forreine landes ; and all which pafTen by. 

Beholding it from farre, doe thinke it threates the Ikye. 

46. 

" The Trojan Brute did firft that citie fownd, 

• to Rome remoud,] If only for the rhyme fake, we are here obliged to 
adhere to the old fpelliDg : ** remoud " was meant to found like ** bloud" 
and '' floud ;** but Todd, fometimes capricious in thefe matters, fpelt it 
removd. In various places he fpelt *' Trojans " Troians, and vice ver/a, 
without any affigned, or ailignable, reafon. C. 

• Upon whofe ftubborne neci.] It is necks in the 4to. 1 590, but 
afterwards properly altered to ** neck.** What follows, down to *' bil- 
lowes ftrong," is in parenthefis in the folios, and it certainly makes the 
fenfe more perfpicuous ; but we avoid theie peculiarities when they are 
not found in the 4to. editions. C. 
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And Hygate made the meare thereof by weft,** 
And Overt gate by North : that is the bownd 
Toward the land ; two rivers bownd the reft. 
So huge a fcope at firft him feemed beft, 
To be the compafle of his kingdomes feat : 
So huge a mind could not in lefler reft, 
Ne in fmall meares containe his glory great. 
That Albion had conquered firft by warlike feat." 

47- 

"Ah! faireft Lady knight," (faid Paridell) 
" Pardon, I pray, my heedlefle overfight. 
Who had forgot that whylome I hard tell 
From aged Mnemon ; for my wits beene light. 
Indeed he faid, (if I remember right) 
That of the antique Trojan ftocke there grew 
Another plant, that raught to wondrous hight. 
And far abroad his mightie braunches threw 

Into the utmoft Angle of the world he knew. 

48. 

" For that fame Brute, whom much he did advaunce 
In all his fpeach, was Sylvius his fonne, 
Whom having flain through luckles arrowes glaunce, 
He fled for feare of that he had mifdonne. 
Or els for fhame, fo fowle reproch to ftionne, 
And with him ledd to fea an youthly trayne ; 
Where wearie wandring they long time did wonne, 
And many fortunes prov'd in th' Ocean mayne. 

And great adventures found, that now were long to fayne. 

^ And Hygate made the meare thereof by tveftJ] " Mearc," or meere, 
is boundary; and " mercd queftion " in " Antony and Cleopatra," A. iii. 
Sc. II, may only mean the bounded or limited queftion : ** he being the 
mered quefton," i. e. Antony being the only point, to which the queftion 
was narrowed. Upton derives "meare" from the A. S. miera, and 
that from the Gr. |X6/fa^, to divide. As Richardfon obferves, there 
muft have been intermediate fteps ; and he quotes Drayton, who has 
** ileady mere^^ for fixed boundary y in his Polyolb. S. i . C. 

III. c 
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49. 

" At laft by fatall courfe they driven were 
Into an Ifland fpatious and brode. 
The furtheft North that did to them appeare : 
Which, after reft,*" they, feeking farre abrode. 
Found it the fitteft foyle for their abode. 
Fruitful! of all thinges fitt for living foode. 
But wholy wafte and void of peoples trode. 
Save an huge nation of the Geaiuits broode 

That fed on living flefti, and dronck mens vitall blood. 

50. 

" Whom he, through wearie wars and labours long, 
Subdewd with lofle of many Britons bold : 
In which the great Goemagot of ftrong 
Corineus, and Coulin of Debon old. 
Were overthrowne and laide on th* earth full cold. 
Which quaked under their fo hideous mafle ; 
A famous hiftory to bee enrold 
In everlafting moniments of brafle. 

That all the antique Worthies merits far did pafle. 

" His worke great Troynovant, his worke is eke 
Faire Lincolne, both renowmed far away ; 
That who from Eaft to Weft will endlong feeke. 
Cannot two fairer Cities find this day. 
Except Cleopolis : fo heard I fay 
Old Mnemon. Therefore, Sir, I greet you well"^ 

*= Which, after reft, &c.] The folios read, 

** And (after reft they feeking far abrode) 
** Found it," &c. 
But I prefer the old reading, the fenfe of which is this : " Which Ifland 
(after they had refted themfelves upon it) they, fearching up and down, 
found it the fitteft foyle," &c. Church. 

^ Therefore^ Sir, I greet you we//.] As if he thought her a knight; 
whereas, it appears, from Stanza xx. &c. that he muft have known that 
flic was a woman. Tht fame fault is to be found, F. Q^ iv. vi. 34. 
JoRTiN. As recently as St. 47 he has called her " Lady knight." C. 
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Your countrey kin ; and you entyrely pray 
Of pardon for the ftrife, which late befell 

Betwixt us both unknowne." So ended Paridell. 

52. 

But all the while that he thefe fpeeches fpent. 
Upon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenore 
With vigilant regard and dew attent, 
Faftiioning worldes of fancies evermore 
In her fraile witt, that now her quite forlore : 
The whiles unwares away her wondring eye 
And greedy eares her weake hart from her bore ; 
Which he perceiving, ever privily. 

In fpeaking many falfe belgardes at her let fly. 

S3' 
So long thefe knightes difcourfed diverfly 

Of ftraunge afl^res, and noble hardiment, 

Which they had paft with mickle jeopardy. 

That now the humid night was farforth fpent. 

And hevenly lampes were halfendeale ybrent :* 

Which th* old man feeing wel, who too long thought 

Every difcourfe, and every argument, 

Which by the houres he meafured, befought 

Them go to reft. So all unto their bowres were brought. 



* were halfendeale ybrent,'] Half; a word ufcd by Chaucer. Up- 
ton. It of courfc means hdli-part, "deal" being conftantly ufed for 
part, whether in compofition or by itfelf. " Halfendeal" is not yet out 
of ufe in the provinces ; but we do not find it either under " halP* or 
** deal" in Richardfon, though he quotes halve dele from Gower. C. 
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CANTO X. 

Paridell rapeth Hellenore : 

Malhecco her pourfewes ; 
Fynds emongji Satyres^ whence with him 

To turtle Jhe doth refufe. 




M HE morow next, (o foone as Phoebus Lamp 
Bewrayed had the world with early light, 
And frefti Aurora had the fhady damp 
Out of the goodly heven amoved quight, 
Faire Britomart and that fame Faery 
knight 
Uprofe, forth on their journey for to wend : 
But Paridell complaynd, that his late fight 
With Britomart fo fore did him offend. 
That ryde he could not, till his hurts he did amend. 

2. 

So foorth they far'd ; but he behind them ftayd, 
Maulgre his hoft, who grudged grivoufly 
To houfe a gueft that would be needes obayd. 
And of his owne him lefte not liberty : 
Might wanting meafure moveth furquedry. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death ; 
That fiers youngmans unruly mayftery ; 
His money, which he lov'd as living breath ; 

And his faire wife, whom honeft long he kept uneath. 
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3- 
But patience perforce,* he muft abie 

What fortune and his fate on him will lay ; 

Fond is the feare that findes no remedie : 

Yet warily he watcheth every way, 

By which he feareth evill happen may ; 

So th' evill thinkes by watching to prevent : 

Ne doth he fufier her, nor night nor day. 

Out of his fight her felfe once to abfent. 

So doth he punifli her, and eke himfelfe torment. 

4- 

But Paridell kept better watch then hee, 
A fit occafion for his turne to finde. 
Falfe love ! why do men fay thou canft not fee. 
And in their foolifh fancy feigne thee blinde. 
That with thy charmes the fharpeft fight doeft binde. 
And to thy will abufe ? Thou walkeft free. 
And feeft every fecret of the minde ; 
Thou feeft all, yet none at all fees thee : 

All that is by the working of thy Deitee. 

So perfed in that art was Paridell, 

That he Malbeccoes halfen eye did wyle ; 
His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well. 
And Hellenors both eyes did eke beguyle. 
Both eyes and hart attonce, during the whyle 
That he there fojourned his woundes to heale ; 
That Cupid felfe, it feeing, clofe did fmyle 
To weet how he her love away did fteale. 

And bad that none their joyous treafon fhould reveale. 

6. 

The learned lover loft no time nor tyde 

" But patience perforce,'] Shakefpeare has this proverbial expreffion, 
in Spcnfer's form, in " Romeo and Juliet," A. i. Sc. 5, and it would be 
cafy to cite many other examples. See alfo vol. ii. p. 126. C. 
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That leaft avantage mote to him afford. 
Yet bore fo faire a fayle, that none efpyde 
His fecret drift, till he her layd abord. 
When fo in open place and commune bord 
He fortun'd her to meet, with commune fpeach 
He courted her ; yet bayted every word. 
That his ungentle hofte n'ote him appeach 
Of vile ungentlenefle, or hofpitages breach.** 

7- 

But when apart (if ever her apart 

He found) then his falfe engins faft he plyde. 
And all the fleights unbofomd in his hart : 
He figh'd, he fobd, he fwownd, he perdy dyde. 
And caft himfelfe on ground her faft befyde : 
Tho, when againe he him bethought to live, 
He wept, and way Id, and falfe laments belyde. 
Saying, but if fhe Mercie would him give. 

That he mote algates dye, yet did his death forgive. 

8. 

And otherwhyles with amorous delights 

And pleafing toyes he would her entertaine ; 
Now finging fweetly to furprize her fprights. 
Now making layes of love and lovers paine, 
Branfles,^ Ballads, virelayes,** and verfes vaine ; 

*» or bo/pitages breach,'] Or breach of bofpitality. The word " hof- 
pitagc" has been found in no other author. C. 

* Branjles.'] jffr/7«?/f / a French dance, fo pronounced and fpelt. It 
was a very fafhionable exhibition in Elizabeth's time. Shakefpeare 
feems to confider the brawl as of lingular efficacy to win a fair maid's 
heart : fee " Love's Labour Loft," A. iii. Sc. i . Todd. There was 
much kiffing in the ** branfle," or brawls and on this account it was ef* 
pecially obnoxious to the puritanical enemies of dancing. C. 

** vire/ayes,] ^ire/ays are often mentioned by Chaucer and our old 
poets. G. Gafcoigne, in his " Inftru6lion on Rhimc," gives this account 
of them. " There is an old kinde of rhyme called ver/ayes, derived, as 
I have redde, of the word verJe, which betokeneth gr/ene, and laye, 
which betokeneth a /oftg/ as if you would fay greene fonges** T. 
Warton. Gafcoigne firft publilhed his " Certayne Notes *' in 1 575. C. 
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Oft purpofes, oft riddles, he devyfd,* 
And thoufands like which flowed in his braine. 
With which he fed her fancy, and entyfd 
To take with his new love,^ and leave her old defpyfd. 

. 9- 

And every where he might, and everie while, 

He did her fervice dewtifuU, and fewd 
At hand with humble pride and pleafing guile ; 
So clofely yet, that none but flie it vewd, 
Who well perceived all, and all indewd.* 
Thus finely did he his falfe nets difpred. 
With which he many weake harts had fubdewd 
Of yore, and many had ylike mifled : 

What wonder then, if ftie were likewife carried ? 

10. 

No fort fo fenfible, no wals fo ftrong. 
But that continuall battery will rive. 
Or daily fiege, though difpurvayaunce long 
And lacke of reflcewes, will to parley drive ; 
And Peece,'' that unto parley eare will give. 



* Oft purpofes, oft riddles, be devyfdl\ He fometimes devifed pur- 
pofes, that is, crofs'purpofes, queftions and anfwers ; an amufement of 
our anceftors. Todd. Books of riddles afforded frequent entertainment 
of old ; but the earlieft notice we remember of them is to be found in 
Langham's " Letter from Kenilworth/* izmo. 1575, and copies of 
Riddle-books are known in 1600, 1629, and 1660. In 161 5, Nicholas 
Breton publiihed a little traft called " The Croffing of Proverbs." C. 

^ To take with bis new love.] In editions after the firft it is " To 
take to his new love," but the meaning of " To teke with" is clear, 
viz, to accept his new love, and we make no alteration. We are not 
told, in the old errata, to fubftitute to for " with." C. 

« and all indewd."] What is the meaning of ** indexed all?" \^ it 
from the Latin induere, to put on ? or is it a metaphor from falconry ? 
The hawk is faid not well to indue, when fhe does not digeft her food 
well : from in, an intentive particle, and dawen to concodl. So Hel- 
lenore fwallowed it and digefted it all. Upton. May we fuppofe that 
Spenfer, in the diftrefs of the rhyme, put indewd, or endewd, for en- 
dured? Hellenore bore ox Juffered it all. C. 

** And Peece.2 Cafile, as in F. Qj^ii. xi. 14; vol. ii. p. 292. C. 
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Will fhortly yield it felfe, and will be made 
The vaflall of the vidors will bylive :^ 
That ftratageme had oftentimes affayd 

This crafty Paramoure, and now it plaine difplay'd : 

II. 

For through his traines he her intrapped hath, 
That fhe her love and hart hath wholy fold 
To him, without regard of gaine or fcath, 
Or care of credite, or of hufband old, 
Whom fhe hath vow'd to dub a fayre Cucquold. 
Nought wants but time and place, which ftiortly fhee 
Devized hath, and to her lover told. 
It pleafed well : So well they both agree : 

So readie rype to ill ill wemens counfels bee ! 

12. 

Darke was the Evening, fit for lovers ftealth, 
When chaunft Malbecco bufie be elfewhere. 
She to his clofet went, where all his wealth 
Lay hid ; thereof (he countlefle fummes did reare. 
The which (he meant away with her to beare ; 
The reft fhe fyr'd, for fport, or for defpight : 
As Hellene, when fhe faw aloft appeare 
The Trojane flames and reach to hevens hight, 

Did clap her hands, and joyed at that dolefull fight. 

This fecond Helene, fayre Dame Hellenore, 
The whiles her hufband ran with fory hafte 
To quench the flames which fhe had tyn'd before, "^ 
Laught at his foolifh labour fpent in wafte. 
And ran into her lovers armes right faft ; 

* The vajfall of the vigors will bylive,'\ " Bylive," which ufually 
means naively, is here to be taken in the fenfe of fpeedilyy rapidly , pre- 
fently. See vol. ii. p. 3. C. 

^ which Jhe had tyiCd before^ i.e. kindled before. See vol. ii. p. 401 , 
&c. In the firft line of this ftanza Todd printed *• The fecond Hellene," 
againil all authority. C. 
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Where ftreight embraced fhe to him did cry 
And call alowd for heipe, ere helpe were paft ; 
For lo ! that Gueft did beare her forcibly. 

And meant to ravifti her, that rather had to dy.* 

14. 

The wretched man hearing her call for ayd, 
And ready feeing him with her to fly. 
In his difquiet mind was much difmayd : 
But when againe he backeward caft his eye, 
And faw the wicked fire fo furioufly 
Confume his hart, and fcorch his Idoles face, 
He was therewith diftrefled diverfely, 
Ne wift he how to tume, nor to what place : 

Was never wretched man in fuch a wofull cace. 

Ay when to him fhe cryde, to her he tumd. 
And left the fire ; love money overcame : 
But, when he marked how his money burnd. 
He left his wife ; money did love difclame : 
Both was he loth to loofe his loved Dame, 
And loth to leave his liefeft pelfe behinde ; 
Yet, fith he n'ote fave both, he fav'd that fame 
Which was the deareft to his dounghill minde. 

The God of his defire, the joy of mifers blinde. 

16. 

Thus whileft all things in troublous uprore were. 
And all men bufie to fupprefle the flame. 
The loving couple neede no reflcew feare. 
But leafure had and liberty to frame 
Their purpofl: flight, free from all mens reclame ; 
And Night, the patronefl^e of love-fl:ealth fayre. 
Gave them fafe conduft, till to end they came. 
So beene they gone yfere, a wanton payre 



* that rather had to dy,"] Quae mallet mori, ironically. Upton. 
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Of lovers loofely knit, where lift them to repayre. 

Soone as the cruell flames yflaked were, 
Malbecco, feeing how his lofle did lye. 
Out of the flames which he had quencht whylere, 
Into huge waves of griefe and gealofye 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nye 
Twixt inward doole and felonous defpight : 
He rav'd, he wept, he ftampt, he lowd did cry, 
And all the paflions that in man may light 

Did him attonce opprefle, and vex his caytive fpright. 

18. 

Long thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe. 
And did confume his gall with anguifti fore : 
Still when he mufed on his late mifchiefe. 
So ftill the fmart" thereof increafed more, 
And feemd more grievous then it was before. 
At laft when forrow he faw booted nought, 
Ne griefe might not his love to him reftore. 
He gan devife how her he refkew mought : 

Ten thoufand wayes he caft in his confiifed thought. 

At laft refolving, like a Pilgrim pore. 

To fearch her forth where fo fhe might be fond, 
And bearing with him treafure in clofe ftore. 
The reft he leaves in ground : So takes in hond 
To feeke her endlong both by fea and lond." 
Long he her fought, he fought her far and nere. 



"» So ftill the JmartJ\ We follow the 410. 1590, to which there 
can furely be no objedion, although fome fubfequent impreifions have 
Then for •' So." C. 

" To feeke her endlong both bj fea and lond,] I do not remember 
that endlong occurs in any poet before Spenfer, Chaucer excepted ; nor 
in any of Spenfer's contemporaries ; fo that probably our author drew it 
from his favourite bard, " Sq. Tale/* v. 435 : — 
" The red blood 
" Ran endlong the tree." 
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And every where that he mote underftond 

Of knights and ladies any meetings were ; 
And of eachone he mett he tidings did inquere. 

20. 
But all in vaine : his woman was too wife 

Ever to come into his clouch againe, 

And hee too fimple ever to furprife 

The jolly Paridell, for all his paine. 

One day, as hee forpaffed by the plaine 

With weary pace, he far away efpide 

A couple, feeming well to be his twaine, 

Which hoved clofe** under a foreft fide. 
As if they lay in wait, or els them felves did hide. 

21. 
Well weened hee that thofe the fame mote bee ; 

And as he better did their fhape avize. 

Him feemed more their maner did agree ; 

For th* one was armed all in warlike wize. 

Whom to be Paridell he did devize ; 

And th' other, al yclad in garments light 

Difcolourd like to womanifh difguife. 

He did refemble to his lady bright ; 
And ever his faint hart much earned at the fight : ^ 

AUb, " Frank. Tale," v. 2538 :— 

** Loke what dayc that endlong to Britaine, 
" Ye remevc all thefe rockis ftone by ftone." 
And in other places. Pope has revived this word with great propriety. 
T. Warton. See alfo " Kn. Tale," v. 3680, " He prickcth ende- 
longe," where it only means along. C. 

** Which hoved clo/e.'] Richardfon, referring to this paiTage, explains 
** hoved" as remained, the paft tenfe of to heave ; but in St. 23 of this 
canto Spcnfcr feems to ufe hovered inftead of*' hoved." C. 

P much earned at the JightJ] Much grieved or was vexed at the 
fight : we now uTually fpell the verb to yearn, as in Shakefpearc's *' Henry 
V." A. iv. Sc. 3 :— 

•* It yearns me not if men my garments wear." 
Spenfer, however, fpells it " earne" in B. i. C. vi. St. 25 (vol. i. p. 273), 
but Richardfon, citing him, alters it to y earne in both places : he fol- 
lowed editions after the firft; and "earne" and yearne are, doubtlefs, 
the (ame word. C. 
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22. 
And ever faine he towards them would goe, 

But yet durft not for dread approchen nie, 

But ftood aloofe, unweeting what to doe ; 

Till that prickt forth with loves extremity, 

That is the father of fowle gealofy, 

He clofely nearer crept the truth to weet : 

But, as he nigher drew, he eafily 

Might fcerne*> that it was not his fweeteft fweet, 
Ne yet her Belamour, the partner of his fheet : 

But it was fcornefuU Braggadochio, 

That with his fervant Trompart hoverd there, 
Sith late he fled from his too earneft foe : 
Whom fuch whenas Malbecco fpyed clere. 
He turned backe, and would have fled arere. 
Till Trompart, ronning haftely, him did ftay. 
And bad before his foveraine Lord appere. 
That was him loth, yet durft he not gainefay. 

And comming him before low louted on the lay. 

24. 

The Boafter at him fternely bent his browe. 
As if he could have kild him with his looke. 
That to the ground him meekely made to bowe. 
And awfull terror deepe into him ftrooke, 
That every member of his body quooke. 
Said he, " Thou man of nought, what doeft thou here 
Unfitly furniftit with thy bag and booke. 
Where I expefted one with fhield and fpere 

To prove fome deeds of armes upon an equall pere ? " 



*» Might fcerne,'] Difcern^ Lat. ccrncrc, difcernere. Upton. In 
the fame way Shakefpcare omits the prepofition con before " cerns" in 
" The Taming of the Shrew," A. v. Sc. i. In Spcnfer the letter/ 
may be faid to reprefent the prepofition. C. 
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The wretched man at his imperious fpeach 
Was all abafht, and low proftrating faid : 
" Good Sir, let not my rudenes be no breach 
Unto your patience, ne be ill ypaid ; 
For I unwares this way by fortune ftraid, 
A filly Pilgrim driven to diftrefle. 
That feeke a Lady " — There he fuddein ftaid. 
And did the reft with grievous fighes fupprefle, 

While teares ftood in his eies, few drops of bitternefle. 

26. 

'' What Lady, man ?" (faid Trompart) " take good hart, 
And tell thy griefe, if any hidden lye : 
Was never better time to ftiew thy fmart 
Then now that noble fuccor is thee by. 
That is the whole worlds commune remedy." 
That chearful word his weak heart much did cheare. 
And with vaine hope his fpirits faint fupply. 
That bold he fayd ; '' O moft redoubted Pere ! 

Vouchfafe with mild regard a wretches cace to heare." 

27. ^ . 

Then fighing fore, " It is not long," (faide hee) 
" Sith I enjoyd the gentleft Dame alive ; 
Of whom a knight, no knight at all perdee. 
But ftiame of all that doe for honor ftrive. 
By treacherous deceipt did me deprive : 
Through open outrage he her bore away, 
And with fowle force unto his will did drive ; 
Which al good knights, that armes do bear this day. 

Are bownd for to revenge, and punifh if they may. 

28. 

" And you, moft noble Lord, that can and dare 
Redrefle the wrong of miferable wight. 
Cannot employ your moft viftorious fpeare 
In better quarell then defence of right. 
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And for a Lady gainft a faithlefTe knight : 
So (hall your glory bee advaunced much. 
And all faire Ladies magnify your might, 
And eke my felfe, albee I fimple fuch. 

Your worthy paine ftiall wel reward with guerdon rich." 

29. 

With that out of his bouget forth he drew 

Great ftore of treafure, therewith him to tempt ; 
But he on it lookt fcornefuUy afkew. 
As much difdeigning to be fo mifdempt. 
Or a war-monger' to be bafely nempt ; 
And fayd ; " Thy offers bafe I greatly loth. 
And eke thy words uncourteous and unkempt : 
I tread in dufl thee and thy money both. 

That, were it not for Ihame" — So turned from him wroth. 

30. 

But Trompart, that his maiftres humor knew 
In lofty looks to hide an humble minde. 
Was inly tickled with that golden vew. 
And in his eare him rownded clofe behinde : * 
Yet ftoupt he not, but lay ftill in the winde. 
Waiting advauntage on the pray to feafe. 
Till Trompart, lowly to the grownd inclinde, 
Befought him his great corage to appeafe. 

And pardon fimple man that rafh did him difpleafe. 

Big looking like a doughty Doucepere,' 
At lafl he thus ; '' Thou clod of vilefl clay. 



^ Or a war-monger,'] Caupo mart is ; bellum cauponans^ xaierjKtuwv 
fidx"!^' ^Q^us* ^P"^ Cicer. de Off! " Non cauponantes bellum, fed 
belligerantes." Upton. " Nempt" is ca//eJ, named^ or termed: fee 
vol. ii. p. 107. C. 

• bim rownded clofe behinde^ ** Runian, to whifper, to rowne, or 
round in the ear," Somner. Upton. 

* Big looking like a doughty Doucepere,] Dofeperis, in Chaucer, is 
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I pardon yield, and with thy rudenes beare;" 
But weete henceforth, that all that golden pray. 
And all that els the vaine world vaunten may, 
I loath as doung, ne deeme my dew reward : 
Fame is my meed, and glory vertuous pray : * 
But minds of mortall men are muchell mard 
And mov'd amifle with mafly mucks unmeet regard. 

*' And more : I graunt to thy great mifery 

Gratious refped ; thy wife ftiall backe be fer)t : 
And that vile knight, who ever that he bee. 
Which hath thy lady reft and knighthood fhent. 
By Sanglamort my fword, whofe deadly dent 
The blood hath of fo many thoufands fhedd, 
I fweare, ere long ftiall dearely it repent ; 



from the French, /ej douxe fairs i the twelve peers of France. We 
find douxe piers in Caxton's " Godfrey of Boloyne." It occurs likewife 
in Brunne's Chronicle, finiihed in 1338^ edit. Hearne. 1725 : — 

" The twelve duzperis of price, 

** Departid the land in twelve parties." 
Again, 

" In France was twelve lord fers 

** That men cald duze pers** 
In the Chronicle of Robert of Glocefter they are called dozperes. In 
Geoffry of Monmouth, twelve con/uls. I have feen a very ancient 
S(>anilh romance, in verfe, entitled, ** El verdadero fucefo de la famofa 
Battallo de Ronfcevalles ; con la Muerte de les Doze Peres de Francia." 
But I do not remember that douzepere is u(ed in the lingular number, 
in our author's fenfe, except in Skelton, edit. 1736. p. 16 : — 

" This daungerous dowfypere.^* T. Warton. 
Sec edit. 1843, ii. 363, where the Rev. A. Dyce quotes douchfpere 
from ^'Gologros and Gawane:" edit. Madden, p. 182. C. 

" and with tby rudenes beare,"] So the fecond and all the later edi- 
tions read. The firft, ** and that with rudenes beare.*' Church. 
Perhaps the original text was " and with that rudenes beare." C. 

* and glory vertuous pray ."l That is. Fame is the only reward, and 
Glory the virtuous recompence that I feek. Vertuous pray or prey is 
oppo/ed to golden pray. The fecond edition reads, " vertues pray." 
The folios have " vertues pay ** Church. We have had " muchell" 
(in the next line) for much, in vol. i. p. 242. C. 
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Ne he twixt heven and earth fhall hide his hedd, 
But foone he ftialbe fownd, and fhortly doen be dedd." 

33- 

The foolifti man thereat woxe wondrous blith. 
As if the word fo (poken were halfe donne, 
And humbly thanked him a thoufand fith^ 
That had from death to life him newly wonne. 
Tho forth the Boafter marching brave begonne 
His ftolen fteed to thunder furioufly, 
As if he heaven and hell would over-ronne. 
And all the world confound with cruelty ; 

That much Malbecco joyed in his jollity. 

34- 

Thus long they three together travelled. 

Through many a wood and many an uncouth way. 
To feeke his wife that was far wandered : 
But thofe two fought nought but the prefent pray. 
To weete, the treafure which he did bewray, 
On which their eies and harts were wholly fett. 
With purpofe how they might it beft betray ; 
For, fith the howre that firft he did them lett 

The fame behold, therwith their keene defires were 
whett. 

35- 
It fortuned, as they together far'd. 

They fpide where Paridell came pricking faft 
Upon the plaine ; the which him felfe prepared 
To giuft with that brave ftraunger knight a caft. 
As on adventure by the way he paft. 
Alone he rode without his Paragone ; 
For, having filcht her bells, her up he caft 



y a tbouf and fith, '\ A thoufand times. So, in " Bevis of Hampton : * 
*' Of his comming the king was blith, 
" And rejoyced an hindrcth fith,** Todd. 
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To the wide world,* and lett her fly alone : 
He nould be clogd. So had he ferved many one. 

36. 

The gende Lady, loofe at randon lefte. 

The greene-wood long did walke, and wander wide 

At wilde adventure, like a forlorne wefte;' 

Till on a day the Satyres her efpide 

Straying alone withouten groome or guide : 

Her up they tooke, and with them home her ledd. 

With them as houfewife ever to abide. 

To milk their gotes, and make them cheefe and bredd ; 

And every one as commune good her handeled : 

37- 
That (hortly fhe Malbecco has forgott. 

And eke Sir Paridell, all were he deare ; 

Who from her went to feeke another lott. 

And now by fortune was arrived here. 

Where thofe two guilers with Malbecco were. 

Soone as the old man faw Sir Paridell, 

He fainted, and was almoft dead with feare, 

Ne word he had to fpeake his griefe to tell. 

But to him louted low, and greeted goodly well ; 

38. 

And, after, afked him for Hellenore : 
'' I take no keepe of her," (fayd Paridell) 
" She wonneth in the forreft there before." 
So forth he rode as his adventure fell ; 

* To the wide world,'] Paridell, having accomplifhed his purpoie 
with Hellenore (having flolen her bells, as from a hawk), had thrown 
her off, i. e. " call her up ** to the winds, and would no longer be 
clogged with her. C. 

■ like a forlorne we/te,] A weft is anything waived or thrown away 
— called in law a bonum waiviatum. It has been derived from the Fr. 
guefvesi but poflibly the word may have fome connection with the Latin, 
via, and may refer to the open public way or road on which anything 
had been abmdoned. Hellenore, having been abandoned by Paridell, 
was a ** weft " or waifiox any finder. See alfo vol. ii. p. 416. C. 

UK D 
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The whiles the Boafter from his loftie fell 
Faynd te alight, fomething amifle to mend ; 
But the frefh Swayne*" would not his leafure dwell. 
But went his way : whom when he pafled kend. 
He up remounted light, and after faind to wend. 

39- 
" Perdy, nay," (faid Malbecco) " fhall ye not ; 

But let him pafle as lightly as he came : 

For litle good of him is to be got. 

And mickle perill to bee put to fhame. 

But let us goe to feeke my deareft Dame, 

Whom he hath left in yonder foreft wyld ; 

For of her fafety in great doubt I ame, 

Leaft falvage beaftes her perfon have defpoyld : 

Then all the world is loft, and we in vaine have toyld." 

40. 

They all agree, and forward them addreft : ^ 

" Ah ! but," (faid crafty Trompart) " weete ye well. 
That yonder in that waftefull wildernefle** 
Huge monfters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 
Dragons, and Minotaures, and feendes of hell. 
And many wilde woodmen which robbe and rend 
All traveilers : therefore advife ye well. 
Before ye enterprife that way to wend. 

One may his journey bring too foone to evill end." 

^ But the frejh Staayne.'] ** Swain " wc have already had as denoting 
^ youth, vol. i. p. 306 ; and again in vol. ii. p. 296, it means a labourer: 
here the epithet " frefti " is to be taken as lufty. In the laft ilanza of 
this CantOy '* miferable fvvaine '* is merely miferable man, C. 

^ and forward them addreft J\ As the rhyme is " wildemefle," and 
the other verb " agree" is in the prefent tenfe, I fhould fuppofe Spcnfcr 
gave addreffe. See F. Q;^iii. iv. 6, [vol. ii. p. 406.] Church. All 
old editions have "addreft," and we hefitate to alter the tenfe. C. 

** toaftefull toildernej]},'] So the fecond and every fubfequent edition 
read. The firft edition here ftrangcly reads *'faithfull wilderneffe." 
Todd. It is not likely that " waftefull " fhould have been mKrtzA faith- 
ful, by the old printer, and we have little doubt, looking at the context, 
that Spenfcr*s original word Viz& fearfull. C. 
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41. 

Malbecco ftopt in great aftonifhment. 
And with pale eyes faft fixed on the reft, 
Their counfell crav'd in daunger imminent. 
Said Trompart ; " You, that are the moft oppreft 
With burdein of great treafure, I thinke beft 
Here for to ftay in fafetie behynd : 
My Lord and I will fearch the wide foreft."* 
That counfell pleafed not Malbeccoes mynd. 

For he was much afraid him felfe alone to fynd. 

42. 

" Then is it beft," (faid he) " that ye doe leave 
Your treafure here in fome fecurity. 
Either faft clofed in fome hollow greave,^ 
Or buried in the ground from jeopardy. 
Till we returne againe in fafety : 
As for us two, leaft doubt of us ye have, 
Hence farre away we will blyndfolded ly, 
Ne privy bee unto your treafures grave." 

It pleafed ; fo he did. Then they march forward 
brave. 

43- 
Now, when amid the thickeft woodes they were. 
They heard a noyfe of many bagpipes flirill. 
And fhrieking Hububs them approching nere. 
Which all the foreft did with horrour fill. 
That dreadfull found the bofters hart did thrill 
With fuch amazment, that in haft he fledd. 



• the toide foreft, 1 The fccond and third folios read '* the wild 
foreft." Todd. Here again Todd's collation is in fault, for the folios 
of 1609 and 161 1 (the fecond folio) both read, like the quartos of 
1 590 and 1596, " wide foreft." C. 

' in fome hollow greave,"] i. e. as Todd fays, groove ; but altered for 
the fake of the rhyme with " have " and " grave," the laft meaning the 
place where the treafure was to be buried. C. 
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Ne ever looked back for good or ill ; 

And after him eke fearefiill Trompart fpedd : 

The old man could not fly, but fell to ground half 
dedd. 

44- 

Yet. afterwardes, clofc creeping as he might. 
He in a bufti did hyde his fearefuU hedd. 
The jolly Satyres, full of frefh delight, 
Came dauncing forth, and with them nimbly ledd 
Faire Helenorc with girlonds all befpredd. 
Whom their May-lady they had newly made : 
She, proude of that new honour which they redd. 
And of their lovely fellowfhip full glade, 

Daunfl lively, and her face did with a Lawrell fhade. 

45- 

The (illy man that in the thickett lay 

Saw all this goodly fport, and grieved fore ; 

Yet durft he not againft it doe or fay. 

But did his hart with bitter thoughts engore. 

To fee th' unkindnes of his Hellenore. 

All day they daunced with great lufty hedd. 

And with their horned feet the greene gras wore. 

The whiles their Gotes upon the brouzes fedd. 

Till drouping Phoebus gan to hyde his golden hedd. 

46. 

Tho up they gan their mery pypes to trufTe, 
And all their goodly heardes did gather rownd ; 
But every Satyre firft did give a bufTe 
To Hellenore ; fo bufTes did abound. 
Now gan the humid vapour fhed the grownd 
With perly deaw, and th' Earthes gloomy fhade 
Did dim the brightnefle of the welkin rownd. 
That every bird and beaft awamed made 

To fhrowd themfelves, whiles fleepe their fences did 
invade. 
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Which when Malbecco faw, out of his bufh* 
Upon his handes and feete he crept full light. 
And like a Gote emongft the Gotes did rufh ; 
That, through the helpe of his faire homes on 

hight," 
And mifty dampe of mifconcey ving night. 
And eke through likenefle of his gotifh beard. 
He did the better counterfeite aright : 
So home he marcht emongft the horned heard, 

That none of all the Satyres him efpyde or heard. 

48. 

At night, when all they went to fleepe, he vewd 
Whereas his lovely wife emongft them lay. 
Embraced of a Satyre rough and rude. 
Who all the night did minde his joyous play : 
Nine times he heard him come aloft ere day. 
That all his hart with gealofy did fwell ; 
But yet that nights enfample did bewray 
That not for nought his wife them loved fo well. 

When one fo oft a night did ring his matins bell. 

49. 

So clofely as he could he to them crept. 

When wearie of their fport to fleepe they fell. 
And to his wife, that now full foundly flept. 
He whifpered in her eare, and did her tell. 
That it was he which by her fide did dwell ; 



« out of bis bujb,'\ Spenfer's own editions read, ** out of bis bulh." 
The folios, " out of tbe buih." Todd. 

*» And like a Gote emongH tbe Gotes did rujbs 
Tbaty tbrougb tbe belpe of bis faire bomes on bigbt, &c.] The 
firft line alludes to his name. The fecond alludes to the efied which 
his imagination had worked upon him ; for his imaginary horns were 
now become real horns. This is the beginning of his transformation ; 
which is completed in the laft ftanza, where he is turned into a mon- 
ftrous fowl, hight JealouTy. Upton. 
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And therefore prayd her wake to heare him plaine. 
As one out of a dreame not waked well 
She tumd her, and returned backe againe ; 
Yet her for to awake he did the more conftraine. 

50. 

At laft with irkefom trouble fhe abrayd ; 
And then perceiving, that it was indeed 
Her old Malbecco, which did her upbrayd 
With loofenefle of her love and loathly deed. 
She was aftoniflit with exceeding dreed. 
And would have wakt the Satyre by her fyde ; 
But he her prayd, for mercy or for meed, 
To fave his life, ne let him be defcryde. 

But hearken to his lore, and all his counfell hyde. 

Tho gan he her periwade to leave that lewd 
And loathfom life, of God and man abhord. 
And home retume, where all fhould be renewd 
With perfeft peace and bandes of frefh accord. 
And fhe receivd againe to bed and bord. 
As if no trefpas ever had beene donne : 
But fhe it all refufed at one word. 
And by no meanes would to his will be wonne. 

But chofe emongfl the jolly Satyres flill to wonne. 

He wooed her till day fpring he efpyde. 

But all in vaine ; and then tumd to the heard. 

Who butted him with homes on every fyde. 

And trode downe in the durt, where his hore beard 

Was fowly dight, and he of death afeard. 

Early, before the heavens fairefl light 

Out of the ruddy Eafl was fully reard. 

The heardes out of their foldes were loofed quight. 

And he emongfl the refl crept forth in fory plight. 
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S3' 
So {bone as he the Prifon dore did pas. 

He ran as faft as both his feet could beare. 

And never looked who behind him was, 

Ne fcarfely who before : like as a Beare, 

That creeping clofe amongft the hives to reare 

An hony-combe, the wakefuU dogs efpy. 

And him aflayling fore his carkas teare, 

That hardly he with life away does fly, 

Ne ftayes, till fafe him felfe he fee from jeopardy. 

54. 

Nc ftayd he, till he came unto the place 
Where late his treafure he entombed had ; 
Where when he found it not, (for Trompart bace 
Had it purloyned for his maifter bad) 
With extreme fury he became quite mad. 
And ran away, ran with him felfe away ; 
That who fo ftraungely had him feene beftadd. 
With upftart haire and ftaring eyes difmay. 

From Limbo lake him late efcaped fure would fay. 

High over hilles and over dales he fledd. 

As if the wind him on his winges had borne ; 
Ne banck nor bufh could (lay him, when he fpedd 
His nimble feet, as treading ftill on thorne : 
Griefe, and defpight, and gealofy, and fcome, 
Did all the way him follow hard behynd ; 
And he himfelfe himfelfe loath'd fo forlome. 
So fhamefully forlorne of womankynd. 

That, as a Snake, ftill lurked in his wounded mynd. 

Still fled he forward, looking backward ftill ; 
Ne fl:ayd his flight nor fearefull agony. 
Till that he came unto a rocky hill 
Over the fea fufpended dreadfully. 
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That living creature it would terrify 
To looke adowne, or upward to the hight : 
From thence he threw him felfe difpiteoufly. 
All defperate of his fore-damned fpright, 
That feemd no help for him was left in living fight. 

57- 
But through long anguifh and ielfe-murdring thought^ 

He was fo wafted and forpined quight. 

That all his fubftance was confum'd to nought. 

And nothing left but like an aery Spright, 

That on the rockes he fell fo flit and light. 

That he thereby receiv'd no hurt at all ; 

But chaunced on a craggy cliff to light. 

Whence he with crooked clawes fo long did crall. 

That at the laft he found a cave with entrance fmall. 

58. 

Into the fame he creepes, and thenceforth there 

Refolv'd to build his balefull manfion 

In drery darkenes and continuall feare 

Of that rocks fall, which ever and anon 

Threates with huge ruine him to fall upon, 

That he dare never fleepe, but that one eye 

Still ope he keepes for that occafion ; 

Ne ever refts he in tranquillity. 
The roring billowes beat his bowre fo boyftroufly. 

59- 
Ne ever is he wont on ought to feed 

But todes and frogs, his pafture poyfonous. 

Which in his cold complexion doe breed 

A filthy blood, or humour rancorous. 

Matter of doubt and dread fufpitious. 

That doth with curelefl'e care confume the hart. 

Corrupts the ftomacke with gall vitious, 

Crofcuts the liver with internall fmart. 

And doth transfixe the foule with deathes eternall dart. 
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60. 

Yet can he never dye, but dying lives. 

And doth himfelfe with forrow new fuftaine. 
That death and life attonce unto him gives, 
And painefull pleafure turnes to pleafing paine. 
There dwels he ever, miferable fwaine, 
Hatefull both to him felfe and every wight ; 
Where he, through privy griefe and horrour vaine, 
Is woxen fo deform'd, that he has quight 

Forgot he was a man, and Gelofy is hight. 
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CANTO XI. 

Britomart chaceth Ollyphant ; 

findes Scudamour dijireji : 
AJfayes the houfe of Bufyrane^ 

where loves fpoyles are exfreji. 




HATEFULL hellifli Snake ! what furie 
furft 
Brought thee from balefull houfe of 

Proferpine, 
Where in her bofome fhe thee long had 
nurft. 
And foftred up with bitter milke of tine,* 
Fowle Gealofy ! that turneft love divine 
To joylefle dread, and mak'ft the loving hart 
With hatefuU thoughts to languifh and to pine. 
And feed it felfe with felfe-confuming fmart ? 
Of all the paffions in the mind thou vileft art ! 

2. 

O ! let him far be baniftied away. 

And in his ftead let Love for ever dwell ; 
Sweete Love, that doth his golden wings embay'* 

■ with bitter milke of tine ^ i. e. of" teen " or forrow : we have had 
the word in various forms already : fee vol. ii. pp. 73, 105, 106, &c, C. 

** his golden wings embay.'] Spcnfcr's own editions read, ** his golding 
wings ;" a manifcft error. Todd. The epithet is altered to '* golden " 
in all the folios. '* Embay " is, of courfe, bathe. C. 
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In blefled Neftar and pure Pleafures well, 
Untroubled of vile feare or bitter fell.^ 
And ye, faire Ladies, that your kingdomes make 
In th' harts of men, them governe wifely well. 
And of faire Britomart enfample take. 
That was as trew in love as Turtle to her make. 

3- 
Who with Sir Satyrane, as earft ye red, 

Forth ryding from Malbeccoes hoftlefle hous,** 

Far ofFafpyde a young man, the which fled 

From an huge Geaunt, that with hideous 

And hatefull outrage long him chaced thus ; 

It was that OUyphant, the brother deare 

Of that Argante vile and vitious. 

From whom the Squyre of Dames was reft whylere ; 

This all as bad as flie, and worfe, if worfe ought were. 

4- 
For as the fitter did in feminine 

And filthy luft exceede all woman kinde. 

So he furpafled his fex mafculine 

In beaftly ufe all that I ever finde : * 

Whom when as Britomart beheld behinde 

The fearefull boy fo greedily pourfew, 

She was emmoved in her noble minde 

T' employ her puiflaunce to his reflcew, 
And pricked fiercely forward where fhe did him vew. 

Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behinde. 



*= or bitter fell,'\ Anglo-Sax. " Felle, gall^ anger, melancholinefle/' 
Somner. Upton. We are not aware that " fell " is to be found as a 
fubfbntive, with this meaning, in any other poet. C. 

** Malbeccoes hoftleffe bous.] *' Hoftlefle," of courfe, means inbofpi^ 
table : the word, we believe, has been met with in no other writer in 
this fenfe. C. 

* all that I ever finde J\ So the firft edition reads. The fecond edi- 
tion and the folios have *' In beaftly ufe that I did ever find/' Todd. 
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But with like jfierceneffe did enfew the chace. 

Whom when the Gyaunt faw, he foone refinde 

His former fuit, and from them fled apace : 

They after both, and boldly bad him bace/ 

And each did ftrive the other to outgoe ; 

But he them both outran a wondrous ipace, 

For he was long, and fwift as any Roe, 
And now made better fpeed t' efcape his feared foe. 

6. 
It was not Satyrane, whom he did feare. 

But Britomart the flowre of chaftity ; 

For he the powre of chafte hands might not beare> 

But alwayes did their dread encounter fly : 

And now fo faft his feet he did apply, 

That he has gotten* to a forreft neare. 

Where he is flirowded in fecurity. 

The wood they enter, and fearch everie where ; 
They fearched diverfely, fo both divided were. 

7- 
Fayre Britomart fo long him followed. 
That flie at laft came to a fountaine flieare. 
By which there lay a knight all wallowed 
Upon the grafly ground, and by him neare 
His haberjeon, his helmet, and his fpeare : 
A little of** his ftiield was rudely throwne, 

' an J boldly bad him baceJ] Meaning the giant by ** him ;" which 
Church, not underftanding, would read '' bad the bace;'' as if Brito- 
mart and Satyrane had challenged each other to fpeed in the purfuit. 
The figure is from the popular game of prifoner/ bafe, where one 
player competes with another in fpeed : they challenged the giant. The 
text b ** bsid bim bace" in every old edition. C. 

K That be bas gotten.'] Todd tells us that " the fecond folio" reads, 
" he was gotten." Such b not the fa6l : the two 4tos. and the two 
earlieft folios agree. C. 

*» A little of.] i. e. " a little of,*^ to a fmaU diftance, " his Ihield was 
rudely throwne." Here, and in fome other places, as we have feen, our 
old printers made no difiierence between the prepofition and the adverb, 
if adverb it be. C. 
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On which the winged boy in colours cleare 
Depeinded was, full eafie to be knowne. 

And he thereby, where ever it in field was ihowne. 

8. 

His face upon the grownd did groveling ly. 
As if he had beene flombring in the ihade ; 
That the brave Mayd would not for courtefy 
Out of his quiet flomber him abrade. 
Nor feeme too fuddeinly him to invade. 
Still as ihe ftood, ihe heard with grievous throb 
Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made. 
And with moft painefull pangs to figh and fob. 

That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob. 

At laft forth breaking into bitter plaintes 

He fayd ; " O foverayne Lord ! that fit'ft on hye 

And raingft in blis emongft thy blefled Saintes, 

How fuffreft thou fuch (hamefull cruelty 

So long unwreaked of thine enimy? 

Or haft thou, Lord, of good mens caufe no heed ? 

Or doth thy juftice fleepe and filent ly ? 

What booteth then the good and righteous deed. 

If goodneffe find no grace, nor righteoufnes no meed ? 

10. 

** If good find grace, and righteoufnes reward. 
Why then is Amoret in caytive band, 
Sith that more bounteous creature never far'd 
On foot upon the face of living land ? 
Or if that hevenly juftice may withftand 
The wrongfuU outrage of unrighteous men. 
Why then is Bufirane with wicked hand 
Suffi«i, thefe feven monethes day, in fecret den 

My Lady and my love fo cruelly to pen ! 

II. 

" My Lady and my love is cruelly pend 
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In doleful! darkenes from the vew of day, 
Whileft deadly torments doe her chaft breft rend. 
And the fharpe fteele doth rive her hart in tway, 
All for fhe Scudamore will not denay. 
Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art found, 
Ne canft her ayde, ne canft her foe difmay ; 
Unworthy wretch to tread upon the ground. 

For whom fo faire a Lady feeles fo fore a wound ! " 

12. 

There an huge heape of fingulfes* did opprefle 
His ftrugling foule, and fwelling throbs empeach 
His foltring toung with pangs of drerinefle. 
Choking the remnant of his plaintife fpeach. 
As if his dayes were come to their laft reach : 
Which when fhe heard, and faw the ghaftly fit 
Threatning into his life to make a breach. 
Both with great ruth and terrour fhe was fmit. 

Fearing leaft from her cage the wearie foule would flit. 

Tho ftouping downe fhe him amoved light ; 

Who, therewith fomewhat ftarting, up gan looke. 
And feeing him behind a ftranger knight. 
Whereas no living creature he miftooke. 
With great indignaunce he that fight forfooke, 
And, downe againe himfelfe difdainefully 
Abjeding, th' earth with his faire forhead flrooke : 
Which the bold Virgin feeing gan apply 

Fit medcine to his griefe, and fpake thus courtefly. 

" Ah gentle knight ! whofe deepe conceived griefe 
Well feemes t* exceede the powre of patience. 
Yet, if that hevenly grace fome good reliefe 

* There an huge be ape ofjingulfes.'] So the quartos ; but the folios, 
more coTTc&.\y,Jingu/fs. W. Brown \x(ti finguits s but Spenfer, again, 
« fingulfes/* in B. v. C. vi. St. 13, and in " Colin Clout." C. 
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You fend, fubmit you to high providence ; 
And ever in your noble hart prepenfe. 
That all the forrow in the world is lefle 
Then vertues might and values confidence : ^ 
For who nill bide the burden of diftrefle, 
Muft not here thinke to live ; for life is wretchedneffe. 

*' Therefore, faire Sir, doe comfort to you take. 
And freely read what wicked felon fo 
Hath outraged you, and thrald your gentle make.' 
Perhaps this hand may helpe to eafe your woe. 
And wreake your forrow on your cruell foe ; 
At leaft it faire endevour will apply." 
Thofe feeling words fo neare the quicke did goe. 
That up his head he reared eafily. 

And leaning on his elbowe thefe few words lett fly. 

16. 

'^ What boots it plaine that cannot be redreft. 
And fow vaine forrow in a fruitlefle eare, 
Sith powre of hand, nor fkill of learned breft, 
Ne worldly price, cannot redeeme my deare 
Out of her thraldome and continuall feare : 
For he, the tyrant, which her hath in ward 
By ftrong enchauntments and blacke Magicke leare. 
Hath in a dungeon deepe her clofe embard. 

And many dreadfull feends hath pointed to her gard. 

** There he tormenteth her moft terribly. 

And day and night afflifts with mortall paine, 

^ a»J values confidence^ " Value" is here put for valour ^ and the 
words were formerly ufcd almoft indifferently: fee vol. ii. p. 183. 
" Prepenfe," in a preceding line, we need hardly fay, means " refleft, or 
confider beforehand." C. 

^ and t braid your gentle make,'] Poets of old ufed either " make" or 
mate, as bell fuited the rhyme : in St. 2 of this Canto we have already 
had " as Turtle to her make" See alfo vol. i. p. 284. C. 
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Becaufe to yield him love ihe doth deny. 
Once to me yold, not to be yolde againe :°* 
But yet by torture he would her conftraine 
Love to conceive in her difdainfuU breft ; 
Till fo ftie doe, fhe muft in doole remaine, 
Ne may by living meanes be thence releft : 

What boots it then to plaine that cannot be redreft ?" 

18. 

With this fad herfall of his heavy ftrefle' 
The warlike Damzell was empaffiond fore. 
And fayd ; " Sir knight, your caufe is nothing lefle 
Then is your forrow certes, if not more ; 
For nothing fo much pitty doth implore 
As gentle Ladyes helplefle mifery : 
But yet, if pleafe ye liften to my lore, 
I will, with proofe of laft extremity. 

Deliver her fro thence, or with her for you dy." 

19. 

" Ah ! gentleft knight alive," (fayd Scudamore) 
What huge heroicke magnanimity 
Dwells in thy bounteous breft ! what couldft thou 

more, , 

If ftiee were thine, and thou as now am I ? 
O ! fpare thy happy dales, and them apply 
To better boot ; but let me die that ought : 
More is more lofle ; one is enough to dy." 
" Life is not loft,'' (faid ftie) " for which is bought 

Endlefle renowm, that, more then death, is to be fought." 

20. 

Thus fhee at length perfuaded him to rife. 
And with her wend to fee what new fuccefle 



" mt to be yolde againe,} Spenfer ufc« " yolde" as the paft tenfe or 
participle of yield: Chaucer, Gower, and later poets do the fame. C. 

» ber/aU of bis beavy ftrefeJ] Rebearfai, relation, of his heavy dif- 
trefe. Church. " Strefle " may here mean prcffore. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. II. THE FJERIE ^UEENE. 49 

Mote him befall upon new enterprife. 

His armes, which he had vowed to difprofefle. 

She gathered up and did about him drefle. 

And his forwandred fteed unto him gott : 

So forth they both yfere make their progrefle, 

And march not paft the mountenaunce of a ftiott. 

Till they arriv'd whereas tlieir purpofe they did plott. 

21. 

There they difmounting drew their weapons bold. 
And ftoutly came unto the Caftle gate. 
Whereas no gate they found them to withhold. 
Nor ward to waite at mome and evening late ; 
But in the Porch, that did them fore amate,** 
A flaming fire, ymixt with fmouldry fmoke 
And ftinking fulphure, that with griefly hate 
And dreadful! horror did all entraunce choke. 

Enforced them their forward footing to revoke. 

22. 

Greatly thereat was Britomart difmayd, 

Ne in that ftownd wift how her felfe to beare ; 
For daunger vaine it were to have aflayd 
That cruell element, which all things feare, 
Ne none can fufFer to approchen neare : 
And, turning backe to Scudamour, thus fayd : 
*' What monftrous enmity provoke we heare ? 
Foolhardy as th' Earthes children, the which made 

Batteill againft the Gods, fo we a God invade. 

" Daunger without difcretion to attempt 

Inglorious and beaftlike is : ^ therefore, Sir knight. 



® that did them fore amate."] " Amate " is confound^ or daunt: fee 
vol. ii. p. no. C. 

P Inglorious and beaftlike /V.] Todd informs us that the folio i6i i 
omits " and " in thb line : no old edition omits it ; and we infert it, 
although it may feem furplufage, as regards the meafure. Laying the 

III. E 
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Aread what courfe of you is fafeft dempt. 
And how we with our foe may come to fight." 
" This is" (quoth he) " the dolorous defpight. 
Which earft to you I playnd : for neither may 
This fire be quencht by any witt or might, 
Ne yet by any meanes remov'd away ; 

So mighty be th' enchauntments which the fame do ftay. 

24. 

*' What is there ells but ceafe thefe fruitlefle paines. 
And leave me to my former languiftiing ? 
Faire Amorett muft dwell in wicked chaines. 
And Scudamore here die with forrowing." 
" Perdy not fo," (faide ftiee) " for ftiameful thing 
Yt were t* abandon noble chevifaunce 
For Ihewe of perill, without venturing : 
Rather let try extremities of chaunce. 

Then enterprifed praife for dread to difavaunce."** 

Therewith, refolv'd to prove her utmoft might. 
Her ample (hield ftie threw before her face. 
And her fwords point direfting forward right 
AfTayld the flame ; the which eftefoones gave place. 
And did it felfe divide with equall fpace. 
That through ftie pafled : as a thonder bolt 
Perceth the yielding ayre, and doth difplace 



emphaiis on the laH iyllable of** therefore," as was then common, it is 
eafy to read the line in the time of ten fyllables, and that probably is 
what Spenfer intended. C. 

^ Then enterprifed praife for dread to difavaunce,"] For " praife ** 
Drayton put in the margin of his folio i6i i paufe: — 

*' Then, enterprifed, paufe for dread to difavaunce ; ** 
and the emendation may poffibly be right ; bat we decline to adopt it 
where fenfe may be extradted fit)m the words as they (land in all im- 
preffions, ancient and modem. To "difavaunce*' means to retreat 
from ; and the meaning may be, that it is better to hazard all extremities 
than to retreat ^m enterprifed praife for dread. C. 
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The foring clouds into fad Ihowres ymolt ; 

So to her yold the flames/ and did their force revolt. 

26. 

Whom whenas Scudamour faw paft the fire 
Safe and untoucht, he likewife gan aflay 
With greedy will and envious defire, 
And bad the ftubbome flames to yield him way : 
But cruell Mulciber would not obay 
His threatfuU pride, but did the more augment 
His mighty rage, and with imperious fway 
Him forft, (maulgre) his fercenes to relent,* 

And backe retire, all fcorcht and pittifuUy brent. 

27. 

With huge impatience he inly fwelt. 

More for great forrow that he could not pas 
Then for the burning torment which he felt ; 
That with fell woodnes he eflierced was. 
And wilfully him throwing on the gras 
Did beat and bounfe his head and breft ful fore : 
The whiles the Championefle now decked has* 
The utmoft rowme, and paft the foremoft dore ; 

The utmoft rowme abounding with all precious ftore : 



■■ So to ber yold the fames.] We have already had " yold ** for 
yielded, in St. 1 7. ** Ymolt," in the preceding line, we need hardly fay, 
is melted, or molten. C. 

• Him forft, (maulgre) bis fercenes to relent.] We give this line as it 
ftands in all the old editions, 4tos. and folios ; but modern editors have 
invariably erafcd the parenthefia, and put " maulgre his fercenes *' be- 
tween commas : the clear meaning is, that Scudamour was compelled, 
in fpitc of himfelf, to relent his fiercenefs ; and we fee no reafon what- 
ever for change. " Woodnes,*' afterwards, is madnefs. C. 

* tbe Cbampionejfe now decked bas,] This is the text of the 410. 
1590; but "decked" (a moft expreffive word, which could fcarcely 
have been mifread and mifprinted) was afterwards altered to entred. 
We take *' decked " in the fenfe of adorned, or ornamented: Britomart, 
whofe beauty lias been dwelt upon with fo much emphaiis, by this 
time had adorned the utmoft, or outermoft room with her prefence. 
Surely this is better than the tame and profaic word enterd. C. 
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28. 
For round about the walls yclothed were 

With goodly arras of great majefty, 

Woven with gold and filke, fo clofe and nere 

That the rich metall lurked privily. 

As faining to be hidd from envious eye ; 

Yet here, and there, and every where, unwares 

It fhewd it felfe and ftione unwillingly ; 

Like to a difcolourd Snake, whofe hidden fnares 
Through the greene gras his long bright burnifht back 
declares. 

And in thofe Tapets weren fafhioned 

Many faire pourtraidts, and many a faire feate ; 
And all of love, and al of lufty-hed. 
As feemed by their femblaunt, did entreat : 
And eke all Cupids warres they did repeate. 
And cruell battailes, which he whilome fought 
Gainft all the Gods to make his empire great ; 
Befides the huge maflacres, which he wrought 

On mighty kings and kefars'' into thraldome brought. 

30. 
Therein was writt how often thondring Jove 
Had felt the point of his hart percing dart. 
And, leaving heavens kingdome, here did rove 
In ftraunge difguize, to flake his fcalding fmart ; 
Now, like a Ram, faire Helle to pervart, 

" On mighty kings and ie/ars.] Spenfer frequently ufes the expreffion 
•' kings and kcfars." See F. Q^ iv. vii. i ; vi. iii. 5 ; vi. xii. 28. It 
is a very ancient form of fpeaking, and is found, among other poets, in 
the ** Vifions of Pierce Plowman : " — 

*' Death came driving after, and all to duft pafhed 

" Kinges and kay/erSf knights and popes." 
It was not unfiimiliar in Ben Jonfon's time : fee his ** Tale of a Tub," 
A. ii. Sc. 2. It occurs alfo in Harington's Ariofto, C. xliv. 47. T. 
Warton. Shakefpeare, in his " M. W. of Windfor," makes mine 
Hoft call Falftaff "Caefar, Kezar, and Pheazar :" A. i. Sc. 3. C. 
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Now, like a Bull, Europa to withdraw : 
Ah ! how the fearefull Ladies tender hart 
Did lively feeme to tremble, when fhe faw 
The huge feas under her t' obay her fervaunts law. 

Soone after that, into a golden ftiowre 

Him felfe he chaung'd, faire Danae to vew ; 

And through the roofe of her ftrong brafen towre 

Did raine into her lap an hony dew ; 

The whiles her foolifh garde, that litle knew 

Of fuch deceipt, kept th' yron dore faft bard. 

And watcht that none ftiould enter nor iflew : 

Vaine was the watch, and bootlefle all the ward, 
Whenas the God to golden hew him felfe transfard. 

Then was he turnd into a fnowy Swan, 

To win faire Leda to his lovely trade : 

O wondrous (kill ! and fweet wit of the man. 

That her in daiFadillies fleeping made 

From fcorching heat her daintie limbes to ftiade ; 

Whiles the proud Bird, ruffing his fethers wyde 

And bruftiing his faire breft, did her invade : 

She flept ; yet twixt her eielids clofely fpyde 
How towards her he rufht, and fmiled at his pryde. 

Then fhewd it how the Thebane Semelee, 

Deceivd of gealous Juno, did require 

To fee him in his foverayne majeftee 

Armd with his thunderbolts and lightning fire, 

Whens dearely fhe with death bought her defire. 

But faire Alcmena better match did make. 

Joying his love in likenes more entire : 

Three nights in one, they fay, that for her fake 
He then did put, her pleafures lenger to partake.* 

* ber pleafures lenger to partake^ So Spenfer's own editions read ; 
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34. 

Twife was he feene in foaring Eagles fhape. 

And with wide winges to beat the buxome ayre : 
Once, when he with Afterie did fcape ; 
Againe, when as the Trojane boy fo fayre 
He fnatcht from Ida hill, and with him bare : 
Wondrous delight it was there to behould 
How the rude Shepheards after him did ftare. 
Trembling through feare leaft down he fall«i ftiould. 

And often to him calling to take furer hould. 

35- 
In Satyres fhape Antiopa he fnatcht ; 

And like a fire, when he Aegin' affayd : 

A fhepeheard, when Mnemofyne he catcht ; 

And like a Serpent to the Thracian mayd. 

Whyles thus on earth great Jove thefe pageaunts playd. 

The winged boy did thruft into his throne. 

And fcofEng thus unto his mother fayd : 

" Lo ! now the hevens obey to me alone. 

And take me for their Jove, whiles Jove to earth is gone." 

And thou, faire Phoebus, in thy colours bright 
Waft there enwoven, and the fad diftrefle 
In which that boy thee plonged, for defpight 
That thou bewray 'dft his mothers wantonnefle. 
When ftie with Mars was meynt in joyfulnefle :^ 
For thy he thrild thee with a leaden dart* 



the folios, " bis pleafures." Church. His and " her ** were often con- 
founded, becaufe " her " was fomecimes written and printed hir. C. 

y was meynt in joyfulneffe.'] Was mingled in joyftilnefs. We have 
already had the verb in the (ame (cnfe, vol. i. pp. 132, 197. C. 

* with a leaden dart,] Cupid has two arrows, the one of gold, 
imaging fuccefsful love ; the other of lead, imaging ill-fuccefs, fadnefs, 
and defpair. See below, St. 48 : — 

" Some headed vfith/ad lead, fome with pure gold.'* 
With this ill-fated and fad leaden arrow he hit the heart of Apollo. 
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To love fair Daphne, which the[e] loved lefle ; 
Lefle ftiee thee lov'd then was thy juft defart. 
Yet was thy love her death, and her death was thy finart. 

37- 

So lovedft thou the lufty Hyacinft ; 
So lovedft thou the faire Coronis deare ; 
Yet both are of thy haplefle hand extinft. 
Yet both in flowres doe live, and love thee beare. 
The one a Paunce, the other a iweet breare : 
For griefe whereof, ye mote have lively feene 
The God himfelfe rending his golden heare. 
And breaking quite his garlond ever greene. 

With other fignes of forrow and impatient teene. 

38. 

Both for thofe two, and for his owne deare fonne. 
The fonne of Climene, he did repent ; 
Who, bold to guide the charet of the Sunne, 
Himfelfe in thoufand peeces fondly rent. 
And all the world with flaihing fire brent ;* 
So like, that all the walles did feeme to flame : 
Yet cruell Cupid, not herewith content, 
Forft him eftfoones to follow other game. 

And love a Shephards daughter for his deareft Dame. 

39- 
He loved Ifle for his deareft Dame, 

Sec Chaucer, " Court of Love," 1 3 16 : — 

" The goldin love, and Uifin love they hight, 
** The one vfta/aJ, the other glad and light." 
Compare the *' Rom. of the Rofe," ver. 920, Sec. of Cupid's different 
bowes and arrows. Upton. 

• witbflajhing fire brent, "l Todd is very particular to fpell " fire " 
fiery in order to make fure that it (hould be read as two fyllables. It 
would be difficult for any reader, with an ear, to give the word in 
this line otherwife ; and the fiid is that, whether it was to be pro- 
nounced as a monofyllable or as a diffyllable, it was oftener fpelt *' fire " 
than/fr. It is printed " fire" in moft of the old copies, particularly 
in the 4to. 1 590. C. 
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And for her fake her cattell fedd a while, 
And for her fake a cowheard vile became : 
The fervant of Admetus, cowheard vile. 
Whiles that from heaven he fufFered exile. 
Long were to tell his other** lovely fitt ; 
Now, like a Lyon hunting after fpoile ; 
Now, like a flag ; now, like a faidcon flit -/ 

All which in that faire arras was moil lively writ. 

40. 

Next unto him was Neptune pidtured. 
In his divine refemblance wondrous lyke : 
His face was rugged, and his hoarie hed 
Dropped with brackifh deaw : his threeforkt Pyke 
He flearnly fhooke, and therewith fierce did flryke 
The raging billowes, that on every fyde 
They trembling flood, and made a long broad dyke, 
That his fwift charet might have pafTage wyde 

Which foure great Hippodames** did draw in temewife 
tyde. 

His feahorfes did feeme to fnort amayne. 

And from their nofethrilles blow the brynie flreame. 
That made the fparckling waves to fmoke agayne. 
And flame with gold ; but the white foniy creame 
Did fhine with filver, and fhoot forth his beame. 

** to tell his other, ^ So the fccond and every fubfequent edition read, 
except that of 175 1, which conforms to the reading of Spenfer's firft 
edition, " his other," &c. Todd. 

* l^owy like a flag: now, like a faulcon flit.'] Dr. Jortin propofed, 
very plaufibly, to read, — 

" Now like ^iftag, now like a faulcon fiitt." 
Natalis Comes fays of Apollo, " Fertur hie dcus in varias formas ob 
amores fuifTc mutatus, in leonem, in cervum, in accipitrem," iv. 10. 
Ufton. " Stag ** is indifputably right ; and if additional proof were 
required, we find it in Drayton's copy of the folio 1611, where Hag, of 
the old impreffions, is amended to " ftag.** C. 

** Which foure great Hifpodames,'] Todd would fpell it Hippotamesi 
but we have had " Hippodames ** before, vol ii. p. 256. C. 
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The God himfelfe did penfive feeme and, fad. 
And hong adowne his head as he did dreame ; 
For privy love his breft empierced had, 
Ne ought but deare Bifaltis ay could make him glad. 

He loved eke Iphimedia deare. 

And Aeolus faire daughter, Arne hight. 
For whom he turnd him felfe into a Steare, 
And fedd on fodder to beguile her fight. 
Alio to win Deucalions daughter bright. 
He turnd him felfe into a Dolphin fayre ; 
And like a winged horfe he tooke his flight 
To fiiaky-locke Medufa to repayre. 

On whom he got faire Pegafus that flitteth in the ayre. 

43- 
Next Saturne was,* (but who would ever weene 

That fullein Saturne ever weend to love ? 

Yet love is fullein, and Saturnlike feene. 

As he did for Erigone it prove) 

That to a Centaure did him felfe tranfmove. 

So proov'd it eke that gratious God of wine. 

When for to compafle Philliras hard love. 

He turnd himfelfe into a fruitfuU vine. 

And into her faire bofome made his grapes decline. 

44. 

Long were to tell the amorous aflayes. 

And gentle pangues, with which he maked meeke 
The mightie Mars, to leame his wanton playes ; 
How oft for Venus, and how often eek 
For many other Nymphes, he fore did ftireek ; 
With womanifh teares, and with unwarlike fmarts. 



* Next Saturne was. Sec] How many miftakcs arc here ! Saturn, 
he fays, loved Erigone ; and Bacchus Philliras, On the contrary, Bac- 
chus loved Erigone, and Saturn Philyra, for that is her name. Nor did 
Saturn turn himfelf into a centaur, but into a horfe, Jortin. 
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Privily moyftening his horrid cheeke : 
There was he painted full of burning dartes, 
And many wide woundes launched through his inner 
partes. 

45- 

Ne did he (pare (fo cruell was the Elfe) 

His owne dcare mother, (ah ! why fhould he fo ?) 
Ne did he fpare fometime to pricke himfelfe. 
That he might tafte the fweet confuming woe, 
Which he had wrought to many others moe. 
But, to declare the mournfull Tragedyes 
And fpoiles wherewith he all the ground did ftrow. 
More eath to number with how many eyes 

High heven beholdes fad lovers nightly theeveryes/ 

46. 

Kings, Queenes, Lords, Ladies, knights, and Damfels 
gent. 
Were heap'd together with the vulgar fort. 
And mingled with the rafkall rablement. 
Without refped of perfon or of port. 
To ftiew Dan Cupids powre and great effort : 
And round about a border was entrayld 
Of broken bowes and arrowes fliivered ftiort ; 
And a long bloody river through them rayld. 

So lively and fo like that living fence it fayld. 

47- 
And at the upper end of that faire rowme 

There was an Altar built of pretious ftone 

Of pafling valew and of great renowme, 

On which there flood an Image all alone 



' High beven beholdes fad lovers nightly theeveryes J] The expreffions 
arc pretty and dcggnt, but borrowed. The theeveryes of lovers, furtivos 
amores, Catull. p. 17. edit. VoiT. : — 

** Aut quim (idera mulu, cum ucet nox, 

" Furtivos hominum vident amores,'* Upton. 
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Of mafly gold, which with his owne light ftione ; 
And winges it had with fondry colours dight. 
More fondry colours then the proud Pavone 
Beares in his boafted fan, or Iris bright. 
When her difcolourd bow ftie fpreds through heven bright. 

48. 

Blyndfold he was ; and in his cruell fift 
A mortall bow and arrowes keene did hold. 
With which he ftiot at randon, when him lift. 
Some headed with fad lead, fome with pure gold ; 
(Ah man ! beware how thou thofe dartes behold.) 
A wounded Dragon under him did ly, 
Whofe hideous tayle his lefte foot did enfold. 
And with a ihaft was ftiot through either eye. 

That no man forth might draw, ne no man remedye. 

49- 
And underneath his ftet was written thus. 

Unto the ViSor of the Gods this bee : 

And all the people in that ample hous 

Did to that image bowe their humble knee. 

And oft committed fowle Idolatree. 

That wondrous fight faire Britomart amazd, 

Ne feeing could her wonder fatisfie. 

But ever more and more upon it gazd, 
The whiles the pafling brightnes her fraile fences dazd. 

50. 
Tho, as ihe backward caft her bufie eye 

To fearch each fecrete of that goodly fted. 

Over the dore thus written ftie did fpye. 

Bee bold: ftie oft and oft it over-red. 

Yet could not find what fence it figiu'ed : 

But what fo were therein or writ or ment. 

She was no whit thereby difcouraged 

From profecuting of her firft intent, 
But forward with bold fteps into the next roome went. 
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Much fayrer then the former was that roome. 

And richlier by many partes arayd ; 

For not with arras made in painefull loome, 

But with pure gold it all was overlayd. 

Wrought with wilde Antickes, which their follies playd 

In the rich metall as they living were. 

A thoufand monftrous formes therein were made. 

Such as falfe love doth oft upon him weare ; 
For love in thoufand monftrous formes doth oft appeare. 

52. 
And all about the gliftring walles were hong 

With warlike fpoiles and with vidorious prayes 

Of mightie Conquerours and Captaines ftrong, 

Which were whilome captived in their dayes 

To cruell love, and wrought their owne decayes. 

Their fwerds and fperes were broke, and hauberques 
rent. 

And their proud girlonds of tryumphant bayes 

Troden in duft with fury infolent. 
To fliew the vidors might and mercilefle intent. 

53- 
The warlike Mayd, beholding earneftly 

The goodly ordinaunce of this rich Place, 

Did greatly wonder ; ne could fatisfy 

Her greedy eyes with gazing a long fpace : 

But more ftie mervaild that no footings trace 

Nor wight appeard, but waftefuU emptinefle 

And folemne filence over all that place : 

Straunge thing it feem'd, that none was to poflefle 

So rich purveyaunce, ne them keepe with carefulnefle. 

54. 
And, as (he lookt about, (he did behold 
How over that fame dore was likewife writ. 
Be boldcy be boldcy and every where. Be bold; 
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That much (he muz'd, yet could not conftrue it 
By any ridling (kill, or commune wit. 
At laft ftie fpyde at that rowmes upper end 
Another yron dore, on which was writ. 
Be not too bold ; whereto though ftie did bend 
Her earneft minde, yet wift not what it might intend. 

55- 
Thus ftie there wayted untill eventyde, 

Yet living creature none ftie faw appeare. 

And now fad ftiadowes gan the world to hyde 

From mortall vew, and wrap in darkenes dreare ; 

Yet nould ftie d'ofF her weary armes, for feare 

Of fecret daunger, ne let fleepe opprefle 

Her heavy eyes with natures burdein deare. 

But drew her felfe afide in fickemeflc/ 

And her welpointed wepons did about her drefle. 

« But drew ber felfe afide in fickerneffe."] She drew herfelf alidc for 
^eeAXtt fecurity. Spcnfer has " doubtfull fickcrneflc" in vol. ii. p. 473. 
In vol. i. p. 96, ** ficker" is an adverb. C. 
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CANTO XII. 

The majke of Cupid^ and th* enchaunted 

Chamber are aUfplayd; 
fVbence Brttomart redeemes faire 

Amoret through charmes decayd. 




I HO, when as cheareleiTe Night ycovered 
had 
Fayre heaven with an univcrfall clowd, 
That every wight difmayd with darke- 
nes fad 

In filence and in fleepe themfelves did fhrowd. 
She heard a Ihrilling Trompet found alowd, 
Signe of nigh battaill, or got vidtory : 
Nought therewith daunted was her courage prowd, 
But rather ftird to cruell enmity, 
Expedting ever when fome foe ftie might defcry. 

2. 

With that an hideous ftorme of winde arofe. 
With dreadful! thunder and lightning atwixt, 
And an earthquake, as if it ftreight would lofe 
The worlds foundations from his centre fixt : 
A direfulf ftench of fmoke and fulphure mixt 
Enfewd, whofe noyaunce fild the fearefuU fted 
From the fourth howre of night untill the fixt ; 
Yet the bold Britonefle was nought ydred. 

Though much emmov'd, but ftedfaft ftill perfevered. 
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3- 
All fuddeinly a ftormy whirlwind blew 

Throughout the houfe, that clapped every dore. 
With which that yron wicket open flew. 
As it with mighty levers had bene tore ; 
And forth yflewd/ as on the readie flore 
Of fome Theatre, a grave perfbnage 
That in his hand a braunch of laurell bore. 
With comely haveour and countenance fage, 
Ydad in cofUy garments fit for tragicke Stage. 

4- 
Proceeding to the midft he ftil did ftand, 

As if in minde he fomewhat had to fay ; 

And to the vxdgare beckning with his hand. 

In figne of filence, as to heare a play. 

By lively adtions he gan bewray 

Some argument of matter paflloned : 

Which doen, he backe retyred foft away. 

And, pafling by, his name difcovered, 
Eafe, on his robe in golden letters cyphered. 

5- 
The noble Mayd ftill ftanding all this vewd. 

And merveild at his ftraunge intendiment. 

With that a joyous fellowftiip iflewd 

Of Minfltrales making goodly meriment. 

With wanton Bardes, and Rymers impudent ; 

All which together fong full chearefully 

A lay of loves delight with fweet concent : 

After whom marcht a jolly company. 

In manner of a maike, enranged orderly. 

6. 

The whiles a moft delitious harmony 

• Jnii forth jffewd^ &c.] This " Nfafk of Copid " our poet, I be- 
]ieye» wrote in his younger days, with the title of ** Pageants;" and 
with proper alterations worked it into this his greater Poem. Upton. 
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In full ftraunge notes was fweedy heard to found. 
That the rare fweetnefle of the melody 
The feeble fences wholy did confound. 
And the frayle foule in deepe delight nigh drownd : 
And, when it ceaft, fhrill trompets lowd did bray, 
That their report did far away rebound ; 
And, when they ceaft, it gan againe to play. 
The whiles the maflcers marched forth in trim aray. 

7- 
The firft was Fanfy, like a lovely Boy 
Of rare afped, and beautie without peare, 
Matchable ether to that ympe of Troy, 
Whom Jove did love and chofe his cup to beare ; 
Or that fame daintie lad, which was fo deare 
To great Alcides, that, when as he dyde. 
He wailed womanlike with many a teare. 
And every wood** and every valley wyde 
He fiUd with Hylas name ; the Nymphes eke Hylas 
cryde. 

8. 

His garment nether was of filke nor fay,*^ 
But paynted plumes in goodly order dight. 
Like as the funbumt Indians do aray 
Their tawney bodies in their proudeft plight : 
As thofe fame plumes fo feemd he vaine and light. 
That by his gate might eafily appeare ; 
For ftill he far'd as dauncing in delight. 
And in his hand a windy fan did beare. 

That in the ydle ayre he mov'd ftill here and theare. 



** Jnd every tooodJ] "Every tvord^* in the 410. 1590, but there 
only. In vol. ii. p. 252, we have fecn (according to Drayton, in his 
copy of the folio i6i i) mood mifprinted " word." C. 

*= His garment nether was of filke nor fay ^ So Spenfcr thought fit to 
fpell neither 9 to which Todd chofe to alter it ; as well as " ether " to 
either in the preceding ftanza. C. 
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9- 
And him befide marcht amorous Defyre, 

Who feemd of ryper yeares then th' other Swayne, 

Yet was that other fwayne this elders fyre, 

And gave him being, commune to them twayne : 

His garment was difguyfed very vayne, 

And his embrodered Bonet fat awry : 

Twixt both his hands few fparks he clofe did ftrayne. 

Which ftill he blew and kindled bufily. 

That foone they life conceived, and forth in flames did fly. 

10. 

Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad 
In a difcolour'd cote of ftraunge difguyfe. 
That at his backe a brode Capuccio** had. 
And fleeves depcndaunt Albanefe-wyfe : * 
He lookt aikew with his miftruftfull eyes. 
And nycely trode, as thomes lay in his way. 
Or that the flore to fhrinke he did avyfe ; 
And on a broken reed he ftill did ftay 

His feeble fteps, which fhrunck when hard thereon he lay. 

II. 

With him went Daunger,' cloth'd in ragged weed 
Made of Beares (kin, that him more dreadfull made ; 
Yet his owne face was dreadfull, ne did need 
Straunge horrour to deforme his griefly fhade : 



** a brode CapuccioJ] Ital. a capuchin, or capuche ; the hood of the 
cloak. Todd. Capuccio, a hood, a cowlc : Florio. C. 

• And Jleeves dependaunt Albanefe'toyfe,'\ That is, according to the 
Miion of the people of Albania. Todd. 

' With bim went DaungerJ] Spenfer fccms to have perfonified 
Danger after the example of Chaucer, who has made him a very iigni- 
ficant charafter in the ** Romaunt of the Rofc ;'* but I do not remember 
that any circumfbnces in Spenfcr*8 defcription of him arc borrowed 
from thence. He is again introduced as the guardian of the gate of 
Good Defert, in the temple of Venus, F. Q^iv. x. i6, &c. and after- 
wards, as an advocate for Duefia, v. ix. 45. Danger is alfo a perfonage 
in Skelton's "Bouge of Court." [Edit. Dyce, i. 33.] T. Warton. 

III. F 
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A net in th' one hand, and a rufty blade 
In th' other was ; this Mifchiefe, that Mifhap : 
With th' one his foes he threatned to invade. 
With th' other he his friends ment to enwrap ; 

For whom he could not kill he pradizd to entrap. 

12. 

Next him was Feare, all arm'd from top to toe. 
Yet thought himfelfe not fafe enough thereby, 
But feard each fhadow moving too or froe ;' 
And, his owne armes when glittering he did fpy 
Or claftiing heard, he faft away did fly ; 
As afhes pale of hew, and winged heeld,** 
And evermore on Daunger fixt his eye, 
Gainft whom he alwayes bent a brafen fliield, 

Which his right hand unarmed fearefully did wield. 

With him went Hope in rancke, a handfome Mayd, 
Of chearefuU looke and lovely to behold : 
In filken famite* fhe was light arayd. 
And her fayre lockes were woven up in gold : 
She alway fmyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy water Sprinckle, dipt in deowe. 
With which flie fprinckled favours manifold 
On whom fhe lift, and did great liking fheowe. 

Great liking unto many, but true love to feowe. 

And after them Diflemblaunce and Sufpeft 
Marcht in one rancke, yet an unequall paire ; 
For fhe was gentle and of milde afpeA, 

« moving too or /roe.] So the firft edition : the reft of the old copies 
read, " to and fro.** 1 odd. 

^ and winged bee/d,] The fecond and all the later editions read, 
•' foingy-hccld.** Church. 

* In Jilken famite,'] ^^mjr, old French ; a half iilk-ftuff, which has 
a glofs like fatin. Church. It has been derived from the Gr. i^i- 
fMTOs, becaufe woven of fix threads: fee Richardfon's Dictionary. 
Chaucer fpealcs of ** gi/t famite;" and Lidgate couples ''famite and 
fatin." '' Samite grene" occurs in MS. Harl. 2252. C. 
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Courteous to all and feeming debonaire. 
Goodly adorned and exceeding faire : 
Yet was that all but paynted and pourloynd. 
And her bright browes were deckt with borrowed haire ; 
Her deeds were forged, and her words falfe coynd. 
And alwaies in her hand two clewes of filke fhe twynd. 

But he was fowle, ill favoured, and grim. 
Under his eiebrowes looking ftill aflcaunce ; 
And ever, as Diflemblaunce laught on him, 
He lowrd on her with daungerous eyeglaunce. 
Shewing his nature in his countenaunce : 
His rolling eies did never reft in place, 
But walkte each where for feare of hid mifchaunce. 
Holding a lattis ftill before his face. 

Through which he ftil did peep as forward he did pace. 

16. 

Next him went Griefe and Fury, matcht yfere ; 
Griefe all in fable forrowfuUy clad, 
Downe hanging his dull head with heavy chere. 
Yet inly being more then feeming fad : 
A paire of Pincers in his hand he had. 
With which he pinched people to the hart. 
That from thenceforth a wretched life they ladd. 
In wilfull languor and confuming fmart, 

Dying each day with inward wounds of dolours dart. 

17- 
But Fury was full ill appareiled 

In rags, that naked nigh ftie did appeare. 
With ghaftly looks and dreadfull drerihed ; 
And from her backe her garments ftie did teare. 
And from her head ofte rente her fnarled heare : 
In her right hand a firebrand ftiee did tofle"^ 

^ a firebrand free did toJfe.'\ Church not improbably thought that 
Spcnfcr wrote " a firebrand flie tofi^' for the fake of the rhyme to ** em- 
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About her head, ftill roming here and there ; 
As a difmayed Deare in chace emboft, 

Forgetfull of his fafety, hath his right way loft. 

18. 

After them went Difpleafure and Pleafaunce, 
He looking lompifh and full fullein fad, 
And hanging downe his heavy countenaunce ; 
She chearfull, frefli, and full of joyaunce glad, 
As if no forrow fhe ne felt ne dread ;* 
That evill matched paire they feemd to bee : 
An angry Wafpe th' one in a viall had, 
Th' other in hers an hony-lady Bee." 

Thus marched thefe fix couples forth in faire degree. 

19. 

After all thefe there marcht a moft faire Dame, 
Led of two gryfie Villeins, th' one Defpight, 
The other cleped Cruelty by name : 
She, dolefuU Lady, like a dreary Spright 
Cald by ftrong charmes out of eternall night. 
Had Deathes owne ymage figurd in her face. 
Full of fad fignes, fearfull to living fight ; 
Yet in that horror ftiewd a feemely grace. 

And with her feeble feete did move a comely pace. 

20. 

Her breft all naked, as nett yvory" 



boll" in the next line but one; but wc retain " ihce did toflc." Re- 
garding " emboft," fee vol. ii. pp. 1 1, 54. C. 

* ne/e/t ne dread,"] We prcferve here the fpelling of the firft edition ; 
but the word is ceruinly to be pronounced drad, as indeed it was after- 
wards printed. C. 

" an bony-lady BeeJ] Upton tells us that all editions read, ** an 
hony lady -Bee : " this is a miftake ; for the hyphen is placed between 
** hony*' and " lady," rendering it ftill more probable that we ihould 
read ** an hony-faden Bee," to which Drayton amended the teit in his 
copy of the folio 161 1. Still, we do not feel authorized to vary from 
all the old impreflions. C. 

" as nett yvory."] Pure or clean i Fr. net. Todd. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C 12. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 69 

Without adorne of gold or filver bright, 
Wherewith the Craftefman wonts it beautify. 
Of her dew honour was defpoyled quight ; 
And a wide wound therein (O rueful! fight !) 
Entrenched deep with knyfe accurfed keene. 
Yet freftily bleeding forth her fainting fpright, 
(The worke of cruell hand) was to be feene. 

That dyde in fanguine red her fkin all fnowy cleene. 

21. 

At that wide orifice her trembling hart 
Was drawne forth, and in filver bafin layd. 
Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart. 
And in her blood yet deeming fi-efli embayd : 
And thofe two villeins, which her fteps upftayd. 
When her weake feete could fcarcely her fuftaine, 
^ And fading** vitall powres gan to fade. 

Her forward ftill^with torture did conftraine. 

And evermore encreafed her confuming paine. 

22. 

Next after her, the winged God him felfe 
Came riding on a Lion ravenous. 
Taught to obay the menage of that Elfe 
That man and beaft with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdome tyrannous. 
His blindfold eies he bad a while unbinde. 
That his proud fpoile of that fame dolorous 
Faire Dame he might behold in perfedt kinde ; 

Which feene, he much rejoyced in his cruell minde. 

23. 

Of which ful prowd, him felfe up rearing hye 



® Andfadingy &c.] I incline to think the poet gave, ** hxA failing 
vital powers gan tp fade." Church. Drayton made no emendation 
here, although, as a matter of tafte, we are of Church's opinion. C. 

P Her forward ftillJ] So the fecond and every fubfequent old edition 
read, corredling the error of the firft, ** Her forward^*//.*' Todd. 
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He looked round about with fteme difdayne. 
And did furvay his goodly company ; 
And marfhalling the evill ordered trayne, 
With that the darts which his right hand did ftraine"* 
Full dreadfully he (hooke, that all did quake, 
And clapt on hye his coulourd winges twaine. 
That all his many it affraide did make : 
Tho, blinding him againe, his way he forth did take. 

Behinde him was Reproch, Repentaunce, Shame ; 
Reproch the firft. Shame next, Repent behinde : 
Repentaunce feeble, forrowfuU, and lame ; 
Reproch defpightful, carelefle, and unkinde ; 
Shame moft ill favourd, beftiall, and blinde : 
Shame lowrd, Repentaunce fighd, Reproch did fcould ; 
Reproch fharpe ftings, Repentaunce whips entwinde. 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold : 

All three to each unlike, yet all made in one mould. 

And after them a rude confufed rout 

Of perfons flockt, whofe names is hard to read : 
Emongft them was fterne Strife, and Anger flout ; 
Unquiet Care, and fond Unthrifty head ; 
Lewd Lofle of Time, and Sorrow feeming dead ; 
Inconftant Chaunge, and falfe Difloyalty ; 
Confuming Riotife, and guilty Dread 
Of heavenly vengeaunce ; faint Infirmity ; 

Vile Poverty ; and, laftly, Death with infamy. 

26. 

There were full many moe like maladies, 

Whofe names and natures I note readen well ; 

So many moe, as there be phantafies 

In wavering wemens witt, that none can tell. 



*» fohicb bis right band didjiraine.'] The firft edition omits '* hand," 
but it is fuppHed among the errata of that impreffion. C. 
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Or paines in love, or puniftiments in hell : 
AH which difguized marcht in mafking wife 
About the chamber by the Damozell / 
And then returned, having marched thrife. 

Into the inner rowme from whence they firft did rife. 

27. 

So (bone as they were in, the dore ftreightway 
Faft locked, driven with that ftormy blaft 
Which firft it opened, and bore all away.' 
Then the brave Maid, which al this while was plaft 
In fecret ftiade, and faw both firft and laft, 
Iflewed forth, and went unto the dore 
To enter in, but fownd it locked faft : 
It vaine* (he thought with rigorous uprore 

For to efForce, when charmes had clofed it afore. 

28. 

Where force might not availe, there Heights and art ' 
She caft to ufe, both fitt for hard emprize : 
For thy from that fame rowme not to depart 
Till morrow next ftiee did her felfe avize. 
When that fame Mafke againe ftiould forth arize. 
The morrowe next appeard with joyous cheare. 
Calling men to their daily exercize : 
Then ftie, as morrow frefti, her felfe did reare 

Out of her fecret ftand that day for to outweare. 

29. 

All that day ftie outwore in wandering" 

' ^y the Damozeil.'] So the firft edition reads ; the fecond, ** toitb 
that Damozell ;" which the folios follow. Todd. In the fame line, 
camber for " chamber" is manifcftly a mere typographical error. C. 

• and bore all away. '\ So the fecond and all the fubfequent editions. 
The firft, " Which firft it opened ; nothing did remayneJ^^ Church. 
The rhyme eftabliflies that the original text muft be wrong. C. 

* // vaineJ] The fecond and third folios read, ** In vain." Todd. " 
The folios 1609 and 161 1 have, like the 4to8. " // vaine," &c. C. 

" Jhe outwore in wandering,"] So al! the editions, except the fecond 
and third folios, which read wondering, Todd. The fecond folio, 
that of 161 1, has " wandering" — another of Todd's miftakes. C. 
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And gazing on that Chambers ornament, 
Till that againe the fecond evening 
Her covered with her fable veftiment. 
Wherewith the worlds faire beautie ftie hath blent : 
Then, when the fecond watch was almoft paft. 
That brafen dore flew open, and in went 
Bold Britomart, as flie had late forecaft. 

Nether of ydle fhowes, nor of falfe charmes aghaft. 

30. 

So {bone as fhe was entred, rownd about 
Shee caft her eies to fee what was become 
Of all thofe perfons which flie faw without : 
But lo ! they ftreight were vanifht all and fome ; 
Ne living wight flie faw in all that roome. 
Save that fame woefuU Lady, both whofe hands 
Were bounden faft, that did her ill become. 
And her fmall wafte girt rownd with yron bands 

Unto a brafen pillour, by the which ftie ftands. 

31- 
And her before the vile Enchaunter fate. 

Figuring ftraunge charafters of his art ; 

With living blood he thofe charafters wrate. 

Dreadfully dropping from her dying hart. 

Seeming transfixed with a cruell dart ; 

And all perforce to make her him to love. 

Ah ! who can love the worker of her fmart ? 

A thoufand charmes he formerly did prove. 

Yet thoufand charmes could not her ftedfaft hart remove. 

Soon as that virgin knight he faw in place. 
His wicked bookes in haft he overthrew. 
Not caring his long labours to deface ; 
And fiercely running to that Lady trew, 
A murdrous knife out of his pocket drew. 
The which he thought, for villeinous defpight. 
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In her tormented bodie to embrew : 
But the ftout Damzell, to him leaping light. 
His curfed hand withheld, and maiftered his might. 

33' 
From her, to whom his fury firft he ment, 
The wicked weapon raftily he did wreft. 
And turning to the next* his fell intent, 
Unwares it ftrooke into her fnowie cheft. 
That litle drops empurpled her faire breft. 
Exceeding wroth therewith the virgin grew, 
Albe the wound were nothing deepe impreft. 
And fiercely forth her mortall blade (he drew. 
To give him the reward for fuch vile outrage dew. 

34- 
So mightily (he fmote him, that to ground 

He fell halfe dead : next (broke him (hould have flaine. 
Had not the Lady, which by him ftood bound, 
Demly unto her called^ to abftaine 
From doing him to dy : For elfe her paine 
Should be remedile(re ; (ith none but hee 
Which wrought it could the fame recure againe. 
Therewith (he ftayd her hand, loth ftayd to bee ; 
For life (he him envyde, and long'd revenge to fee : 

3S; 
And to him faid ; ** Thou wicked man, whofe meed 

For fo huge mifchiefe and vile villany 

Is death, or if that ought doe death exceed ; 

* Jnii turning to the next."] Meaning, of courfc, Britomart. The 
4to. 1 590 reads ** the next," which we have given ; but fubfequent im- 
preflions alter it to her felfe, which (cems a needlefs change, the fenfc 
not being thereby rendered more explicit. C. 

y Demly unto her called.'] This is the emendation of the firft folio, 
to which the fubfequent folios conform. Spenfer's own editions read, 
" unto him did call." Todd. Church conftrues "demly" earneftly^ 
but it never bore that meaning. *' Demly" vifecretly, in a low voice, 
that (he might not be heard by the Enchanter. C. 
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Be fure that nought may fave thee from to dy 
But if that thou this Dame do prefently 
Reftore unto her health and former ftate : 
This doe, and live, els dye undoubtedly." 
He, glad of life, that lookt for death but late. 
Did yield him felfe right willing to prolong his date : 

36. 

And rifing up gan ftreight to over-looke 

Thofe curfed leaves, his charmes back to reverfe. 
Full dreadfuU thinges out of that balefuU booke 
He red, and meafur'd many a fad verfe. 
That horrour gan the virgins hart to perfe. 
And her faire locks up ftared ftifFe on end. 
Hearing him thofe fame bloody lynes reherfe ; 
And, all the while he red, (he did extend 

Her fword high over him, if ought he did offend. 

37- 
Anon fhe gan perceive the houfe to quake. 

And all the dores to rattle round about : 

Yet all that did not her difmaied make. 

Nor flack her threatfull hand for daungers dout ; 

But ftill with ftedfaft eye and courage ftout 

Abode, to weet what end would come of all. 

At laft that mightie chaine, which round about 

Her tender wafte was wound, adowne gan fall. 

And that great brafen pillour broke in peeces fmall. 

38- 

The cruell fteele, which thrild her dying hart. 
Fell foftly forth, as of his owne accord, 
And the wyde wound, which lately did difpart 
Her bleeding bred, and riven bowels gor'd. 
Was clofed up, as it had not beene for'd ;* 
And every part to fafety full fownd, 

■ // bad not beene for^d,'] That is, burty made fore. The iecond and 
all the later editions read lor'd. Church. 
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As fhe were never hurt, was foone reftord. 
Tho, when fhe felt her felfe to be unbownd 
And perfed hole, proftrate fhe fell unto the grownd. 

39- 
Before faire Britomart fhe fell proflrate. 

Saying ; " Ah noble knight ! what worthy meede 

Can wretched Lady, quitt from wofull flate. 

Yield you in lieu of this your gracious deed ? 

Your vertue felfe her owne reward fhall breed, 

* Even immortal prayfe and glory wyde. 
Which I your vafTall, by your prowefTe freed. 
Shall through the world make to be notifyde. 

And goodly well advaunce that goodly well was tryde/' 

40. 

But Britomart, uprearing hy from grownd. 
Said : " Gentle Dame, reward enough I weene. 
For many labours more than I have found. 
This, that in fafetie now I have you feene. 
And meane of your deliverance have beene. 
Henceforth, faire Lady,* comfort to you take. 
And put away remembrance of late teene ; 
In fted thereof, know that your loving Make 

Hath no lefTe griefe endured for your gentle fake.'* 

She much was cheard to heare him mentiond. 
Whom of all living wightes fhe loved befl. 
Then laid the noble ChampionefTe flrong hond 
Upon th' enchaunter which had her diftrefl 
So fore, and with foule outrages opprefl. 
With that great chalne, wherewith not long ygoe 
He bound that pitteous Lady prifoner, now releft,** 

■ Henceforth, faire LadyJ] The letter y having fallen out in the 
pre6, the firft edition erroneoufly reads " faire Lad.*' C. 

^ He bound that pitteous Lady prifoner, now releftJ\ Dr. Jortin ob- 
ferves that Spenfer, to the bell of hb knowledge, never ufes veries of 
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Himfelfe fhe bound, more worthy to be fo, 
And captive with her led to wretchednefle and wo. 

42. 
Returning back, thofe goodly rowmes, which erft 
She faw fo rich® and royally arayd. 
Now vaniftit utterly and cleane fubverft 
She found, and all their glory quite decayd ; 
That fight of fuch a chaunge her much difmayd. 
Thenceforth defcending to that perlous porch, 
Thofe dreadfull flames (he alfo found delayd 
And quenched quite like a confumed torch. 
That erft all entrers wont fo cruelly to fcorch. 

(ix feet, except in the lafl line of the fbnza and in this place. But he 
had forgot thefe inftanccv P. (^ i. i. 1 2 : — 

*' And peril without Ihowe ; iJierefore your hardy ftroke." 
Again, F. Q^ iv. xii. 13: — 

'* But whilft his llony heart was toucht with tender ruth." 
Again, F. Q. iv. xii. 34 : — 

** Sad death revived with her fweet infpedUon." 
It is probable that prifoner was abfurdly thrown in by the printers; 
and as the meafure is preferved, fo is the (enfe equally clear, if not more 
fo, without it. A poet who read Spenfer with true tafte, Mr. James 
Thomfon, had flruck it out, and I fuppofe for this reafon, in his Spenfer, 
as fuperfluous. T. Warton. It mufl be remarked that, in two of the 
inftances of the Alexandrine here cited by Mr. Warton from the " Faerie 
Queene," two re6tifications are neceflary : for, in regard to the firft of 
them, the errata of Spenfer's own editjpn direft hardy to be omitted ; 
and, in regard to the fecond, the quotation is given from the folios, not 
from Spenfer's own edition, which corre6Uy reads : — 

** Thus whilft his ftony heart with tender ruth 

" Was toucht, &c." 
There is, however, an inftance of the needlefs Alexandrine, F. Q^ ii. iv. 
41:— 

** But Phlegeton is fonne of Herebus and Night." Todd. 
It is to be noted that, in his copy of the folio 161 1, Drayton marked 
under the epithet " pitteous," as if that word had ofiended hb ear. C. 
^ She Jaw fo rich,'\ Nobody has remarked upon the confufion of 
fexes in this ftanza in the 4to. 1 590, as if Spenfer had forgotten that a 
lady had wrought this achievement in the difguife of a knight. It is 
** He faw fo rich," &c. and in the next line but one, ** He found," and 
juft afterwards, '* him much difmayd." See alfo Upton's note at the 
end of this canto, regarding the changes here made by Spenfer in the 
fecond edition, in order to connect the third and fourth books. C. 
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43- • 

More eafie iflew now then entrance late 

She found ; for now that fained dreadfull flame. 

Which chokt the porch of that enchaunted gate 

And paflfage bard to all that thither came. 

Was vanifht quite, as it were not the fame. 

And gave her leave at pleafure forth to paflTe. 

Th' Enchaunter felfe, which all that fraud did frame 

To have efForft the love of that faire laflfe. 

Seeing his worke now wafted, deepe engrieved was. 

44. 

But when the Viftorefle arrived there 

Where late flie left the penfife Scudamore 
With her own trufty Squire, both full of feare. 
Neither of them fhe found where fhe them lore : ** 
Thereat her noble hart was ftonifht fore ; 
But moft faire Amoret, whofe gentle fpright 
Now gan to feede on hope, which flie before 
Conceived had, to fee her own deare knight. 

Being thereof beguyld, was fild with new aflFHght. 

45- 
But he, fad man, when he had long in drede 

Awayted there for Britomarts returne. 

Yet fawe her not, nor figne of her good (peed. 

His expedation to defpaire did turne, 

Mifdeeming fure that her thofe flames did bume ; 

And therefore gan advize with her old Squire, 

Who her deare nourflings loflTe no leflTe did moume. 

Thence to depart for further aide t' enquire : 

Where let them wend at will, whileft here I doe refpire.* 

^ where Jhe them lore.l Left ^oi loft. Chaucer, " Plowman's Tale," 
ver. 2671, " Wonnc or lore.^^ Spenfcr, " thus lorn^^ F. Q^^i. iv. 2; 
iii. xii. 44, &c. Anglo-Sax. loren, fbrloren, perditus. Upton. 

• whileft here I doe refpire.'] When Spenler printed his firft three 
books of the " Faerie Queene'* [in 1590], the two lovers. Sir Scuda- 
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more and Amoret, have a happy meeting: but afterwards, when he 
printed the fourth, fifth, and fixth books [in 1 596], he reprinted likewiie 
the three firft books ; and, among other alterations, he left out the ^vt 
laft itanzas and made three new (lanzas, viz. 43, 44, 45. More eafie 
ijjew now, &c. By thefe alterations this third book not only connefts 
better with the fourth, but the reader is kept in that fufpenfe which is 
neceiTary in a well- told llory. The flanzas which are mentioned above 
as omitted in the fecond edition, and printed in the firft, are the follow- 
ing: — 

43- 
•* At laft ihe came unto the place, where late 

" She left Sir Scudamour in great diftreile, 

** Twixt dolour and defpite halfe defperate, 

** Of his loues fuccour, of his owne redreflc, 

" And of the hardie Britomarts fucceflc : 

** There on the. cold earth him now thrown ihe found, 

** In wilfull anguilh and dead heavineiTe, 

** And to him cald ; whofe voices k no wen found 
" Soonc as he heard, himfelf he reared light from ground. 

44- 
*' There did he fee, that moft on earth him joyd, 

*« His deareft loue, the comfort of his dayes, 

" Whofe too long abfence him had fore annoyd, 

'' And wearied his life with dull delayes. 

*' Straight he upftarted from the loathed layes, 

*' And to her ran with hafty egernefle, 

** Like as a Deare, that greedily embayes 

''In the cool (bile, after long thirilinefle, 
** Which he in chace endured hath, now nigh breathleiTe* 

** Lightly he dipt her twixt his armes twaine, 
*' And flreightly did embrace her body bright, 
** Her body, late the prifon of fad paine, 
** Now the fweet lodge of loue and deare delight : 
" But (he, faire Lady, overcommon quight 
** Of huge affciUon, did in pleafure melt, 
** And in fweete ravifhment pourd out her fpright. 
** No word they fpake, nor earthly thing they felt, 

** But like two fenceles flocks in long embracement dwelt.* 
46. 

** Had ye them feene, ye would have furely thought 
*' That they had beene that faire Hermaphrodite, 
** Which that rich Romane of white marble wrought, 

♦ iff Uffg efftbracefftefft dwelt,'] Todd printed " the foire lady " and 
efffbracemeffts in the plural, without authority : he alfo profefled to ad- 
here to the old orthography ; but, as ufual, varied from it five times in 
thb fingle fbmza. He feems to have puzzled himfelf by difierent edi- 
tions, and fometimes gave the fpelling of no copy, ancient or modem. C. 
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** And in his coftly Bath caufd to be fite. 
" So fccmd thofc two, as grownc together quite, 
** That firitomarty halfe envying their blefle» 
** Was much empafliond in her gentle fprite, 
" And to her felfe oft wifht like happinefle : 
" In vaine ihe wifht, that fate n*ould let her yet pofTefTe. 

47- 
** Thus doe thofe louers, with fweet counteruaylc, 

** Each other of loues bitter fruit defpoile. 

" But now my teme begins to fiiint and fayle, 

** All woxcn weary of their journal! toylc : 

" Therefore I will their fweatie yokes afToyle 

** At this fame furrowes end, till a new day ; 

** And ye, faire Swayns, after your long turmoyle, 

** Now ceafe your worke, and at your plcafure play : 
** Now ceafe your work ; to morrow is an holy day." Upton, 

The word Finis is at the bottom of the page, and on the next leaf 
begins Spenfer's Letter to Raleigh, followed by the Commendatory 
Poems, and the Sonnets to the nobility, which we have prefixed to the 
prefent edition of " The Faerie Qucenc." C. 
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THE FOURTH BOOKE OF 

THE FAERIE Q^U E E N E. 

CONTAINING THE LEGEND OF CAMBEL AND 
TRIAMOND/ OR OF FRIENDSHIP. 



HE rugged forhead, that with grave fore- 
fight 
Welds kingdomes caufes and aiFaires of 

ftate, 
My loofer rimes (I wote) doth fharply 




wite° 



For praifing love as I have done of late, 
And magnifying lovers deare debate ; 
By which fraile youth is oft to foUie led. 
Through falfe allurement of that pleafing baitc. 
That better were in vertues difcipled. 
Then with vaine poemes weeds to have their fancies fed. 



• Triamond.l All the [early] editions read Telamond ; but **Tria- 
mond** is the true name. See F. Q. iv. ii. 31. Church. See alfo 
St. 41, where " Triamond " is made to rhyme with " Priamond.*' C. 

** dotb Jbarply toite,'] Reprove , or blame. We have had the word 
feveral times before: fee vol. i. p. 61 ; vol. ii. p. 309, &c. For "dif- 
cipled/' in the laft line but one, fee vol. ii. p. 3 1 . C. 
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2. 

Such ones ill judge of love that cannot love, 
Ne in their frofen hearts feele kindly flame : 
For thy they ought not thing unknowne reprove, 
Ne naturall aflfeAion faultlefle blame 
For fault of few that have abufd the fame ; 
For it of honor and all vertue is 
The roote, and brings forth glorious flowres of fame,*^ 
That crowne true lovers with immortall blis. 

The meed of them that love, and do not live amifle. 

3- 

Which who fo lifl: looke backe to former ages. 

And call to count the things that then were donne, 
Shall find that all the workes of thofe wife fages. 
And brave exploits which great Heroes wonne. 
In love were either ended or begunne : 
Witnefle the father of Philofophie, 
Which to his Critias/ (haded oft from funne. 
Of love full manie leflbns did apply. 

The which thefe Stoicke cenfours cannot well deny. 

4- 
To fuch therefore I do not fing at all ; 

But to that facred Saint my foveraigne Queene, 



* glorious fiowres of fame ^ In thb line, and in the laft Jinc of the 
preceding ftanza, Spen(er (eems to have had in his mind the titles of two 
poetical works of confiderable reputation in their day : one was, G. 
Gafcoigne's " Weeds," a colledlion of " vaine poemes " of a mifcella- 
neous charafler, firft printed in 1575 and again in 1587 ; and the other, 
Ulpian Fulwell's " Flower of Fame," an extravagant eulogy of the father 
of Queen Elizabeth : the moil intereiling portion of it now is a fort of 
ballad on the death of James IV, (lain, as the author Hates, '' at Scottijh 
Fielde, Anno 1513." It was printed in 1575. C. 

** Which to his Crifias,] The " father of philofophy " was, of courfe, 
Socrates, and ** Critias " was one of his pupils. Upton denied that the 
Stoics were ** rigid and fevere in their notions of love," and propofed 
to read, in the laft line of the flanza, " Cynicke cenfours " for " Stoicke 
cenfours." We reprint the text of all the old copies. C. 
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In whofc chaft breft all bountie naturall 
. And treafures of true love enlocked beene, 
Bove all her fexe that ever yet was fecnc : 
To her I fing of love, that loveth beft, 
And beft is lov'd of all alive, I weene ; 
To her this fong moft fitly is addreft. 
The Queene of love, and Prince of peace from heaven 
bleft. 

5- 

Which that flie may the better dcigne to heare. 
Do thou, dred infant, Venus dearling dove. 
From her high fpirit chafe imperious feare. 
And ufe of awfull Majeftie remove : 
In fted thereof with drops of melting love, 
Deawd with ambrofiall kifles, by thee gotten 
From thy fweete finyling mother from above, 
Sprinckle her heart, and haughtie courage foften. 

That fhe may hearke to love, and reade this leflbn 
often. 
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CANTO I. 

Fay re Britomart faves Amoret : 

Duejfa difcord breedes 
Twixt Scudamour and Blandamour ; 

Their fight and warlike deedes. 



I. 
I F lovers fad calamities of old 

Full many piteous ftories doe remaine, 
But none more piteous ever was ytold 
Then that of Amorets' hart-binding 
chaine, 

And this of Florimels unworthie paine : 
The deare compaflion of whofe bitter fit 
My foftened heart fo forely doth conftraine. 
That I with teares full oft doe pittie it. 
And oftentimes doe wifh it never had bene writ. 




For from the time that Scudamour her bought 
In perilous fight (he never joyed day ; 

* Then that of Amorets, &c.] So all the editions. Spenfer, I ima- 
gine, wrote thus : — 

" Then that of Florimels unworthie paine, 
*• And this of Amorets hart-binding chaine." 
The conflrudlion plainly requires it; and the miflake, by a flip of the 
printer's eye, was eafy. Church. Drayton feems to have feen that fome- 
thing was wrong, and in his folio i6i i altered the places of'' this " and 
** that." We make no change, as the poet*s meaning is very evident. C. 
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A perilous fight, when he with force her brought 
From twentie Knights that did him all aflay ; 
Yet fairely well he did them all difmay. 
And with great glorie both the fhield of love 
And eke the Ladie felfe he brought away ; 
Whom having wedded, as did him behove, 
A new unknowen mifchiefe did from him remove. 

3- 
For that fame vile Enchauntour Bufyran, 

The very felfe fame day that (he was wedded^ 

Amidft the bridale feaft, whileft every man, 

Surcharg'd with wine, were heedlefle and ill hedded. 

All bent to mirth before the bride was bedded. 

Brought in that mafk of love which late was fhowen ; 

And there the Ladie, ill of friends beftedded. 

By way of fport, as oft in mafkes is knowen. 

Conveyed quite away to living wight unknowen* 

4- 

Seven moneths he fo her kept in bitter fmart, 
Becaufe his finfuU luft ihe would not ferve, 
Untill fuch time as noble Britomart 
Releafed her, that elfe was like to fterve** 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did kerve : 
And now fhe is with her upon the way 
Marching in lovely wife, that could deferve 
No fpot of blame, though fpite did oft aflay 

To blot her with difhonor of fo faire a pray* 

5- 
Yet fhould it be a pleafant tale, to tell 

The diverfe ufage, and demeanure daint,* 

** was like tofterve,"] We have already had to «* fterve " in the fenfe 
of to die, vol. ii. p. 185. C. 

* and demeanure dainL] We have had " daint" for dainty in vol. ii, 
P- 336. For *' quaint," which rhymes with it in the laft line but two 
of the ftanza, and which here means nice^ fee F. Q;^ B. iii. C. vii. 
St. 10; vol. ii. p. 467. Amoret thought Britomart a knight. C. 
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That each to other made, as oft befell : 
For Amoret right fearefull was and faint 
Left flie with blame her honor fhould attaint. 
That everie word did tremble as fhe fpake. 
And everie looke was coy and wondrous quaint. 
And everie limbe that touched her did quake ; 

Yet could flie not but curteous countenance to her 
make. 

6. 

For well (he wift, as true it was indeed. 

That her live's Lord and patrone of her health 
Right well deferved, as his duefull meed. 
Her love, her fervice, and her utmoft wealth : 
All is his juftljr that all freely dealth. 
Nathleflc her honor, dearer then her life. 
She fought to fave, as thing referv'd from ftealth. 
Die had fhe lever with Enchanters knife 

Then to be falfe in love, profeft a virgine wife. 

7- 
Thereto her feare was made fo much the greater 

Through fine abufton of that Briton mayd ; 

Who, for to hide her fained fex the better 

And mafke her wounded mind, both did and 

fayd 
Full many things fo doubtfull to be wayd. 
That well fhe wift not what by them to gefle : 
For other whiles to her fhe purpos made 
Of love, and other whiles of luftfulnefTe, 
That much fhe feard his mind would grow to fome 

exceffe. 

8. 

His will fhe feard ; for him fhe furely thought 
To be a man, fuch as indeed he feemed ; 
And much the more by that he lately wrought. 
When her from deadly thraldome he redeemed. 
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For which no fervice fhe too much efteemed : 
Yet dread of fhame and doubt of fowle diihonor 
Made her not yeeld fo much as due fhe deemed. 
Yet Britomart attended duly on her. 
As well became a knight, and did to her all honor. 

9- 
It fo befell one evening, that they came 

Unto a Caftell, lodged there to bee. 

Where many a knight, and many a lovely Dame,. 

Was then aflembled deeds of armes to fee : 

Amongft all which was none more faire then ihee. 

That many of them mov'd to eye her fore. 

The cuflome of that place was fuch, that hee. 

Which had no love nor lemman there in flore. 

Should either winne him one, or lye without the dore. 

. 10. 

Amongfl the reft there was a jolly knight. 
Who, being afked for his love, avow'd 
That faireft Amoret was his by right. 
And offred that to juftifie alowd. 
The warlike virgine, feeing his fo prowd 
And boaftfull chalenge, wexed inlie wroth ; 
But for the prefent did her anger fhrowd. 
And fayd, her love to lofe fhe was full loth. 

But either he fhould neither of them have, or both* 

II. 

So foorth they went, and both together giufted ; 
But that fame younker foone was overthrowne. 
And made repent that he had rafhly lufted 
For thing unlawfuU, that was not his owne : 
Yet fince he feemed valiant, though unknowne. 
She, that no leffe was courteous then flout, 
Caft how to falve, that both the cuftome fhowne 
Were kept, and yet that Knight not locked out ; 

That feem'd full hard f accord two things fo far in dout 
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12. 

The Senefchall** was cai'd to deeme the right: 
Whom fhe required, that firft fayre Amoret 
Might be to her allow'd, as to a Knight 
That did her win and free from chalenge fet : 
Which ftraight to her was yeelded without let* 
Then, fince that ftrange Knights love from him was 

quitted, 
She claim'd that to her felfe, as Ladies det, 
He as a Knight might juftly be admitted ; 

So none fhould be out fhut, fith all of loves were fitted. 

With that, her gliftring helmet fhe unlaced ; 

Which doft, her golden lockes, that were upbound 
Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a filken veile in compafle round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Like as the ihining Ikie in fummers night. 
What time the dayes with fcorching heat abound. 
Is creafted all with lines of firie light. 

That it prodigious feemes in common peoples fight. 

14. 

Such when thofe Knights and Ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with amazement fmit. 
And every one gan grow in fecret dout 
Of this and that^ according to each wit : 
Some thought that fome enchantment faygned it ; 
Some, that Bellona in that warlike wife 
To them appeared, with fhield and armour fit ; 
Some, that it was a mafke of ftrange difguife : 

So diverfely each one did fundrie doubts devife. 



** The SenefcbalLI The houfehold-ftewardy the matter of the ceremo- 
nies. Fr. " Le %x2Xi^ fenejchal dc France," fy nonymous with our " Lord 
high Steward of the king's houfehold." Todd. 
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'^• 
But that young Knight, which through her gentle deed 

Was to that goodly fellowfliip reftor'd. 

Ten thoufand thankes did yeeld her for her meed. 

And, doubly overcommen, her ador'd. 

So did they all their former ftrife accord ; 

And eke fayre Amoret, now freed from feare. 

More franke afFeftion did to her afford. 

And to her bed, which flie was wont forbeare. 

Now freely drew, and found right fafe afTurance theare* 

16. 

Where all that night they of their loves did treat, 
And hard adventures, twixt themfelves alone. 
That each the other gan with paffion great 
And griefuU pittie privately bemone. 
The morow next, fo foone as Titan flione. 
They both uprofe and to their waies them dight : 
Long wandred they, yet never met with none* 
That to their willes could them direft aright. 

Or to them tydings tell that mote their harts delight. 

Lo ! thus they rode, till at the laft they fpide 
Two armed Knights that toward them did pace. 
And ech of them had ryding by his fide 
A Ladie, feeming in fo farre a fpace : 
But Ladies none they were, albee in face 
And outward fhew faire femblance they did beare ; 
For under mafke of beautie and good grace 
Vile treafon and fowle falfhood hidden were. 

That mote to none but to the warie wife appeare. 



* yet never met with nofie,"] That is, never met with no onei To the 
old quarto edition. The folios, " with one^* Our old poets ufe two 
negatives often to deny more ilrongly. Ufton. Such is perpetually 
the cafe with Shakefpeare; and of courfe the oldeft text, as, doubtlefs, 
Spcnfer wrote it, is to be prcferved. C. 
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18. 
The one of them the falfe Duefla hight. 

That now had chang'd her former wonted hew ; 

For fhe could d'on fo manie fhapes in fight. 

As ever could Cameleon colours new ; 

So could fhe forge all colours, fave the trew. 

The other no whit better was then fhee, 

But that fuch as ihe was fhe plaine did fhew ; 

Yet otherwife much worfe, if worfe might bee. 
And dayly more ofFenfive unto each degree. 

19. 
Her name was Ate, mother of debate 

And all difTention which doth dayly grow 

Amongft fraile men, that many a publike ilate. 

And many a private oft doth overthrow. 

Her falfe DuefTa, who full well did know 

To be mofl fit to trouble noble knights 

Which hunt for honor, raifed from below 

Out of the dwellings of the damned fprights. 
Where fhe in darknes wafles her curfed dales and nights. 

20. 
Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is ; 

There, whereas all the plagues and harmes abound 

Which punifh wicked men that walke amifle : 

It is a darkfome delve farre under ground. 

With thornes and barren brakes environd round. 

That none the fame may eafily out win :' 

Yet many waies to enter may be found, ^. 

But none to ifTue forth when one is in ; 
For difcord harder is to end then to begin. 



' may eafily out tain.] Win the way out. Compare Milton, " Par. 
h** B. ii. 1 01 6, where Satan, 

'' through the (hock 
** Of fighting elements, on all fides round 
** Environed, wins his way.'* Todd. 



!» 
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21. 

And all within, the riven walls were hung 
With ragged monuments of times forepaft. 
All which the fad efFefts of difcord fung : 
There were rent robes and broken fcepters plaft ; 
Altars defyld, and holy things defaft ; 
Disfliivered fpeares, and fliields ytorne in twaine ; 
Great cities ranfackt, and ftrong caftles raft ; 
Nations captived, and huge armies flaine : 

Of all which mines there fome relicks did remaine. 

22. 

There was the figne of antique Babylon ; 

Of fatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigned long ; 

Of facred Salem ; and fad Ilion, 

For memorie of which on high there hong 

The golden Apple, caufe of all their wrong. 

For which the three faire Goddefles did ftrive : 

There alfo was the name of Nimrod ftrong ; 

Of Alexander, and his Princes five 
Which fliar'd to them the fpoiles that he had got alive. 

23. 
And there the relicks of the drunken fray. 

The which amongft the Lapithees befell ; 

And of the bloodie feaft, which fent away 

So many Centaures drunken (bules to hell. 

That under great Alcides furie fell ; 

And of the dreadfuU difcord, which did drive 

The noble Argonauts to outrage fell ; 

That each of life fought others to deprive. 
All mindlefle of the Golden fleece, which made them ftrive. 

14. 
And eke of private perfons many moe. 

That were too long a worke to count them all ; 

Some, of (worne friends that did their faith forgoe ; 

Some, of borne brethren prov'd unnaturall ; 
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Some, of dearc lovers foes perpctuall : 
Witnefle their broken bandes there to be feene. 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres defpoyled all ; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene. 
As plaine as at the firft when they were frefh and greene. 

Such was her houie within ; but all without. 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes. 
Which fhe her felfe had fowen all about. 
Now growen great, at firft of little feedcs. 
The feedes of evill wordes and fadlious deedes ; 
Which, when to ripenefle due they growen arre. 
Bring forth an infinite increafe, that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious jarre, 

The which moft often end in bloudfhed and in warre. 

26. 

And thofe fame curfed feedes doe alfo ferve 
To her for bread, and yeeld her living food : 
For life it is to her, when others fterve 
Through mifchievous debate and deadly feood. 
That fhe may fucke their life, and drinke their blood. 
With which fhe from her childhood had bene fed ; 
For fhe at firft was borne of hellifti brood. 
And by infemall furies nouriftied ; 

That by her monftrous fliape might eafily be red. 

27. 

Her face moft fowle and filthy was to fee. 
With fquinted eyes contrarie wayes intended. 
And loathly mouth, unmeete a mouth to bee, 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended. 
And wicked wordes that God and man oflfended. 
Her lying tongue was in two parts divided. 
And both the parts did fpeake, and both contended ; 
And as her tongue fo was her hart difcided,' 

« fo was ber bart difcidedJ\ Cleft in two, Lat. difcindo. Church. 
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That never thoght one thing, but doubly ftil was guided. 

28. 

Als as fhe double fpake, fo heard ihe double. 
With matchlefle eares deformed and diftort, 
Fild with falfe rumors and feditious trouble. 
Bred in aflemblies of the vulgar fort, 
That ftill are led with every light report : 
And as her eares, fo eke her feet were odde. 
And much unlike ; th' one long, the other ihort. 
And both mifplaft ; that, when th' one forward yode,^ 

The other backe retired and contrarie trode. 

Likewife unequall were her handes twaine ; 
That one did reach the other pufht away ; 
That one did make the other mard againe. 
And fought to bring all things unto decay ; 
Whereby great riches, gathered manie a day. 
She in fhort fpace did often bring to nought. 
And their pofleflburs often did difmay : 
For all her ftudie was, and all her thought 

Hove fhe might overthrow the things that Concord wrought. 

So much her malice did her might furpas. 

That even th' Almightie felfe ihe did maligne, 

Becaufe to man fo mercifull he was. 

And unto all his creatiu-es fo benigne, 

Sith ihe her felfe was of his grace indigne ; 

For all this worlds faire workmanfhip ihe tridc 

Unto his lail confufion to bring. 

And that great golden chaine quite to divide. 

With which it bleiTed Concord hath together tide. 

Such was that hag which with DueiTa roade ; 



^ when tV one forward yode^ i.e. forward went i the paft tcnfe of 
A. S. to yede : fee vol. i. p. 107^ and vol. il. p. 40. C. 
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And, fcrving her in her malitious ufe 
To hurt good knights, was, as it were, her baude 
To fell her borrowed beautie to abufe : 
For though, like withered tree that wanteth juyce, 
She old and crooked were, yet now of late 
As frefh and fragrant as the floure deluce 
She was become, by chaunge of her eftate. 
And made full goodly joyance to her new found mate. 

Her mate, he was a jollie youthfuU knight 
That bore great fway in armes and chivalrie. 
And was indeed a man of mickle might ; 
His name was Blandamour, that did defcrie^ 
His fickle mind full of inconftancie : 
And now himfelfe he fitted had right well 
With two companions of like qualitie, 
Faithlefle Duefla, and falfe Paridell, 

That whether*were more falfe full hard it is to tell. 

33* . 
Now, when this gallant with his goodly crew 

From farre efpide the famous Britomart, 

Like knight adventurous in outward vew. 

With his faire paragon, his conquefts part, 

Approching nigh, eftfoones his wanton hart 

Was tickled with delight, and jefting fayd ; 

" Lo ! there. Sir Paridel, for your defart 

Good lucke prefents you with yond lovely mayd. 

For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd." 

34- 
By that the lovely paire drew nigh to hond : 

Whom when as Paridel more plaine beheld, 
Albee in heart he like aflfeAion fond. 



* that Md defcrie.'] i. e. dif cover, difclofe, or difplay; a not very ufual 
fcnfc of the word. C. 
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Yet mindftdl how he late by one was feld 
That did thofe armcs and that fame fcutchion weld. 
He had fmall luft to buy his love fo deare, 
But anfwered ; " Sir, him wife I never held. 
That having once efcaped perill neare. 
Would afterwards afrefh the fleeping evill reare. 

35- 
" This knight too late his manhood and his might 

I did aflay, that me right dearely coft ; 

Ne lift I for revenge provoke new fight, 

Ne for light Ladies love that foone is loft." 

The hot-fpurre youth ^ fo fcorning to be croft, 

" Take then to you this Dame of mine," (quoth hee) 

" And I, without your perill or your coft. 

Will chalenge yond fame other for my fee." 

So forth he fiercely prickt that one him fcarce could fee. 

36- 

The warlike Britonefle her foone addreft. 
And with fuch uncouth welcome did receave 
Her fayned Paramour, her forced gueft. 
That being forft his faddle foone to leave. 
Him felfe he did of his new love deceave ; 
And made him felfe thenfample of his follie. 
Which done, ftie pafled forth, not taking leave. 
And left him now as fad, as whilome jollie. 

Well warned to beware with whom he dar'd to dallie. 

37- 
Which when his other companie' beheld, 

^ The bot'fpurrg youth,'] The phrafe [word] " hotfpurre" was at 
this time generally ufed. Thus, in G. Harvey's ** Foure Letters," &c. 
1592, Sign. £. 4. b. ** Cormorants, and drones; dunces, and hypo- 
criticall boat-fpurres ; earth-worms, &c.*' Todd. It would be eafy to 
multiply inftances, earlier and later : in Fenne's ** Frutes," 1 590, fo. 
59, we read, ** A yong gentleman of Rome named Minutius * * being 
a botfpur, an over defperate youth;" and on the very next page Fenne 
again ufes the fame word — ** this young betefpurJ^ C. 

' bis otber companieJ] " Company" feems employed, here and juft 

III. H 
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They to his fuccour ran with readie ayd ; 
And, finding him unable once to weld, 
They reared him on horfebacke and upftayd. 
Till on his way they had him forth convayd : 
And all the way, with wondrous griefe of mynd 
And ihame, he ihewd him felfe to be difmayd 
More for the love which he had left behynd. 
Then th^t which he had to Sir Paridel refynd. 

38- 

Nathlefle he forth did march, well as he might. 
And made good femblanc^ to his companie, 
Diflembling his difeafe and evill plight ; 
Till that ere long they chaunced to efpie 
Two other knights, that towards them did ply 
With fpeedie courfe, as bent to charge them new : 
Whom when as Blandamour approching nie 
Perceiv'd to be fuch as they feemd in vew. 

He was full wo, and gan his former griefe renew. 

39- 
For th* one of them he perfedly defcride 

To be Sir Scudamour, by that he bore 

The God of love with wings difplayed wide. 

Whom mortally he hated evermore. 

Both for his worth, that all men did adore. 

And eke becaufe his love he wonne by right : 

Which when he thought, it grieved him full fore. 

That through the brufes of his former fight. 

He now unable was to wreake his old defpight. 

40. 

For thy he thus to Paridel befpake : 



afterwards, in the fenfe of companion / as in " Mids. N. Dream/* A. i. 
Sc. i. where the word, by error, is companions in the old copies, but 
amended lo *• companies," for the fake of the rhyme, fince the time of 
Theobald: it is ** companies" alfo in the corredled folio 1632: fee 
Shakcfp. by Collier, 1858, vol. ii. p, 194. C. 
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" Faire Sir, of friendfhip let me now you pray. 
That as I late adventured for your fake, 
The hurts whereof me now from battell ftay. 
Ye will me now with like good turne repay. 
And juftifie my caufe on yonder knight." 
« Ah! Sir," (faid Paridell) « do not difmay 
Your felfe for this ; my felfe will for you fight. 

As ye have done for me : the left hand rubs the right."" 

41. 

With that he put his fpurres unto his fteed. 
With fpeare in reft, and toward him did fare. 
Like ihaft out of a bow preventing fpeed :° 
But Scudamour was fhortly well aware 
Of his approch, and gan him felfe prepare 
Him to receive with entertainment meete. 
So furioufly they met, that either bare 
The other downe under their horfes feete. 

That what of them became themfelves did fcarfly weete. 

42. 

As when two billowes in the Irifli fowndes. 
Forcibly driven with contrarie tydes. 
Do meete together, each abacke rebowndes 
With roaring^^rage ; and dafliing on all fides. 



°» The left band rubs the' right.'] This is a proverb, ufcd by Epi- 
charmus, and cited by iEfchines in his dialogue Hspi Qavirou, 

It is a trochaic verfc, not quite completed. But Spenfer did not read 
yiC«j, but xv/Cei, Manus manum fricat. See Erafmus in his " Adagia," 
Upton. Spenfer feems to have been the firft to put it into Engliih. C. 
» Likejhaft out of a bom preventing fpeed,] To ** prevent" viras fo 
conftantly ufed in the fenfe oi anticipate^ that vjre need only refer to our 
Liturgy, *' Prevent and guide us in all our doings," for an inftance. 
As recent an author as Gibbon alfo frequently avails himfelf of this 
latinifm ; we quote one example : *' The Praefeft Vitelianus had iigna- 
lifed his fidelity to Mazimin by the alacrity with which he had obeyed, 
jand even prevented^ the cruel mandates of the tyrant.*' " Decl. and 
Fall," vol. i. ch. vii. C. 
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That filleth all the fea with fome, divydes 
The doubtfull current into divers wayes. 
So fell thofe two in fpight of both their prydes ; 
But Scudamour himfelfe did foone uprayfe. 
And, mounting light, his foe for lying long upbrayes : 

43- 

Who, rolled on an heape, lay ftill in fwound 
All carelefTe of his taunt and bitter rayle ; 
Till that the reft him feeing lie on ground 
Ran haftily, to weete what did him ayle. 
Where finding that the breath gan him to fayle. 
With bufie care they ftrove him to awake. 
And doft his helmet, and undid his mayle : 
So much they did, that at the laft they brake 

His flomber, yet fo mazed that he nothing fpake. 

44- 

Which when as Blandamour beheld, he fayd ; 
" Falfe faitour Scudamour, that haft by flight 
And foule advantage this good Knight difmayd, 
A Knight much better then thy felfe behight,® 
Well falles it thee that I am not in plight 
This day to wreake the dammage by thee donne. 
Such is thy wont, that ftill when any Knight 
Is weakned, then thou doeft him overronne : 

So haft thou to thy felfe falfe honour often wonne." 

45- 
He little anfwer'd, but in manly heart 
His mightie indignation did forbeare ; 
Which was not yet fo fecret, but fome part 
Thereof did in his frouning face appeare : 
Like as a gloomie cloud, the which doth beare 
An hideous ftorme, is by the Northerne blaft 



<* J Knight much better then thy felfe bebigbt,'] Called^ or deemed 
much better : this is the ordinary fenfe of higbt and " bchight." C. 
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Quite overblowne, yet doth not pafle fo cleare. 
But that it all the fkie doth overcaft 

With darknes dred, and threatens all the world to waft. 

46. 

" Ah gentle knight !" then falfe Duefla fayd, 
'* Why do ye ftrive for Ladies love fo fore, 
Whofe chiefe defire is love and friendly aid 
Mongft gentle Knights to nourifti evermore ? 
Ne be ye wroth. Sir Scudamour, therefore 
That fhe your love lift love another knight, 
Ne do your felfe diflike a whit the more ; 
For Love is free, and led with felfe delight, 

Ne will enforced be with maifterdome or might." 

47- 
So falfe Duefta ; but vile Ate thus : 

'^ Both foolifh knights ! I can but laugh at both, 

That ftrive and ftorme with ftirre outrageous 

For her, that each of you alike doth loth. 

And loves another, with whom now ftie goth 

In lovely wife, and fleepes, and fports, and playes ; 

Whileft both you here with many a curfed oth 

Sweare fhe is yours, and ftirre up bloudie frayes. 

To win a willow bough, whileft other weares the bayes. 

48. 
" Vile hag !" (fayd Scudamour) " why doft thou lye. 

And falfly feekft a vcrtuous ^ght to fliame ?" 

" Fond knight," (fayd ftie) " the thing that with this 

eye 
I faw, why fliould I doubt to tell the fame ?" 
" Then tell," (quoth Blandamour) " and feare no 

blame ; 
Tell what thou faw'ft, maulgre who fo it heares." 
'* I faw " (quoth flic) " a ftraunger knight, whofe name 
I wote not well, but in his fhield he beares 
(That well I wote) the heads of many broken ipeares ; 
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49- 
" I faw him have your Amoret at will ; 

I faw him kifle ; I faw him her embrace ; 

I faw him fleepe with her all night his fill ; 

All, manie nights ; and manie by in place 

That prefent were to teftifie the cafe." 

Which when as Scudamour did heare, his heart 

Was thrild with inward griefe : as when in chace 

The Parthian ftrikes a ftag with ihivering dart. 

The beaft aftonifht ftands in middeft of his fmart. 

So flood Sir Scudamour when this he heard, 
Ne word he had to fpeake for great difmay. 
But lookt on Glauce grim ; who woxe afeard 
Of outrage for the words which fhe heard fay, 
Albee untrue fhe wifl them by aflay. 
But Blandamour, whenas he did efpie 
His chaunge of cheere that anguifh did bewray. 
He woxe full blithe, as he had got thereby. 

And gan thereat to triumph without vidorie. 

" Lo ! recreant," (fayd he) " the fruitlefTe end 
Of thy vaine boafl, and fpoile of love mifgotten. 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dofl fhend. 
And all true lovers with difhonor blotten : 
All things not rooted well will foone be rotten.'* 
« Fy, fy ! falfe knight," (then falfe DuefTa cryde) 
" Unworthy life, that love with guile hafl gotten ; 
Be thou, where ever thou do go or ryde. 

Loathed of ladies all, and of all knights defyde !" 

52. 

But Scudamour, for paffing great defpight. 
Staid not to anfwer ; fcarcely did refraine 
But that in all thofe knights and ladies fight 
He for revenge had guiltlefTe Glauce flaine : 
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But, being paft, he thus began amaine : 
" Falfe traitour fquire ! falfe fquire of falfeft knight I 
Why doth mine hand from thine avenge abftaine, 
Whofe Lord hath done my love this foule defpight ? 
Why do I not it wreake on thee^ now in my might ? 

53- 
'' Difcourteous, difloyall Britomart, 

Untrue to God, and unto man unjuft ! 

What vengeance due can equall thy defart^ 

That haft with fhamefull fpot of finfuU luft 

Defil'd the pledge committed to thy truft ? 

Let ugly ftiame and endlefle infamy 

Colour thy name with foule reproaches rilft ! p 

Yet thou, falfe Squire, his fault fhall deare aby, 

And with thy punifhment his penance (halt fupply." 

The aged Dame, him feeing fo enraged^ 

Was dead with feare;"* nathlefle, as neede required, 
His flaming furie foUght to have afluaged 
With fober words, that fufferance defired. 
Till time the tryall of her truth expyred ; 
And evermore fought Britoniart to cleare i 
But he the ihore with furious rage was fyfed. 
And thrife his hand to kill her did uprearc. 

And thrife he drew it backe : fo, did at laft forbeire. 



P Colour thy name with foule reproaches ruft."] So all the old copies, 
4tos. and folios : but the text may neverthelefs be wrong ; for in his 
copy of the folio 1611, Drayton marked under "Colour" and placed 
Cover in the margin. One word would be ealily mifhcard for the 
other ; dnd, to " cover with ruft," leems a much more natural exprefBon 
than ** Colour with ruft;" Still, " colour" may be the true word* C. 

•» fFas dead with feare. Sec,'] The aged Dame Glaucc might have 
eafily pacified Sir Scudaiiiore, in this place, by telling him that Brito- 
martis was a woman ; and, as fhe was fo much terrified, it was highly 
natural that ihe ihould afTure him of it. But fuch a declaration would 
have prevented an entertaining furprife, which the poet referred for a 
future Canto. Sec F. Q;^iv. vi. 28. T. Warton. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




CANTO II. 

Blandamour winnesfalfe Florimill; 

Paridellfor herjftrives : 
They are accorded : Agape 

doth lengthen herfonnes lives. 




I. 
jIREBRAND of hell, firft tynd in Phle- 
geton* 
By thoufand furies, and from thence out 

throwen 
Into this world to worke confufion. 
And fet it all on fire by force unknowen. 
Is wicked difcord ; whofe fmall fparkes once blowen 
None but a God or godlike man can flake ; 
Such as was Orpheus, that, when ftrife was growen 
Amongft thofe famous ympes of Greece, did take 
His filver Harpe in hand and fliortly friends them make : 

2. 
Or fuch as that celeftiall Pfalmift was. 

That, when the wicked feend his Lord tormented, 
With heavenly notes, that did all other pas. 
The outrage of his furious fit relented. 



* fi^ft ^5^^ i^ Phlegeton,"] Firft lightedy or kindled in Phlegcton. 
We have had the word frequently before : fee vol. ii. pp. 219, 294, 
&c. We obtain it from the A. S. tendan. C. 
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Such Muficke is wife words, with time concented,** 
To moderate ftifFe mindes difpofd to ftrive : 
Such as that prudent Romane well invented. 
What time his people into partes did rive. 
Them reconcyld againe, and to their homes did drive. 

3- 
Such us'd wife Glauce to that wrathful! knight. 

To calme the tempeft of his troubled thought : 

Yet Blandamour with termes of foule defpight. 

And Paridell her fcornd, and fet at nought. 

As old and crooked and not good for ought. 

Both they unwife, and warelefle of the evill 

That by themfelves unto themfelves is wrought 

Through that falfe witch, and that foule aged drevill ;• 

The one a feend, the other an incarnate deviU. 

4- 
With whom as they thus rode accompanide. 
They were encountred of a luftie Knight 
That had a goodly Ladie by his fide. 
To whom he made great dalliance and delight : 
It was to weete the bold Sir Ferraugh hight,** 

*> with time concented.l Thb is the true reading ; and not confented, 
as fome editions read. Todd. It is ** concented " in all the old co- 
pies : to *' concent" is ftrictly to ling in harmony. C. 

* and that foule aged drevill.'] According to Farmer, Steevens, and 
others, Shakcfpeare ufes *' drivel," or " drevill," as a rhyme to devil, in 
** Twelfth Night," A. iv. Sc. 2 ; and the emendation is warranted by 
the corrected folio 1632. *' Drevill," of courfe, means driveller i and 
Todd refers to the early tranflation of Plautus* "Mcnaechmi," 1595, 
for the word ; but it was fo u(cd by Surrey, Sidney, and others. C. 

^ the bold Sir Ferraugh bight,] Sir Ferraugh [fpelt Ferrau, Fer- 
rauto, or Ferrauguto, according to the requirements of the verfe] is 
one of Ariofto's knights. But at the fame time it is not improbable 
that Spenfer might adopt this name in Ireland ; this Poem being written 
there. He informs us, in his " State of Ireland," that " The Iriih, in 
all their incounters, ufe a very common word, crying Ferraghy Ferragh: 
which is a Scottiih word ; to wit, the name of one of the firft kings of 
Scotland, called Feragusy or Fergus.*^ And afterwards he fays, " There 
be yet, at this day in Ireland, many Irifhmen — called by the name of 
Ferragh:* T. Wartom. 
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He that* from Braggadocchio whilome reft 
The fnowy Florlmell, whofe beautie bright 
Made him feeme happie for fo glorious theft ; 
Yet was it in due triall but a wandring weft/ 

Which when as Blandamour, whofe fancie light 
Was alwaies flitting as the wavering wind 
After each beautie that appeard in fight. 
Beheld, eftfoones it prickt his wanton mind 
With fting of luft that reafons eye did blind. 
That to Sir Paridell thefe words he fent : 
" Sir knight, why ride ye dumpifh thus behind,* 
Since fo good fortune doth to you prefent 

So fayre ^ fpoyle, to make you joyous meriment ?*' 

6. 

But Paridell, that had too late a tryall 
Of the bad iflxie of his counfell vaine, 
Lift not to hearke, but made this faire denyall : 
" Laft tume was mine, well proved to my paine ; 
This now be yours ; God fend you better gainc 1" 
Whofe fcoffed words he taking halfe in fcome> 
Fiercely forth prickt his fteed as in difdaine 
Againft that Knight, ere he him well could torne ; 

By meanes whereof he hath him lightly overborne. 

7- 
Whoj with the fudden ftroke aftoniftit fore. 
Upon the ground awhile in flomber lay ; 



• He that, &c.] Sec F. Q^iii. viii. 15, &c. [voJ* ii. p. 488.] 

Church. 

' but a wandring weftJ] We have before had " weft," as a fubftan- 
tive with the fame meaning, on p^ 33 of this voL The verb has oc- 
curred in vol. ii. pp. 180, 416. G. 

« toby ride ye dumpijb thus hebind,"] i. e. tnelancbolj^ which the word 
formerly fignified, without any ludicrous afTociation : dump b of frequent 
occurrence in Shakefpeare, and it fometimes meant a ferious or folemn 
piece of mufic. Thomas Drant, as Richardfon ihews, employs dumpijb- 
nefs in his tranflation of Horace, publifhed in 1 567. C. 
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TJie whiles his love away the other bore. 

And, fhewing her, did Paridell upbray ; 

*' Lo ! fluggifh Knight, the viftors happie pray ! 

So fortune friends the bold :" whom Paridell 

Seeing fo faire indeede, as he did fay. 

His hart with fecret envie gan to fwell. 

And inly grudge at him that he had fped fo well. 

8. 

Nathleflc proud man himfelfe the other deemed, ^ 
Having fo peerelefle paragon ygot : <- 
For fure the fayreft Florimell him feemed >- 
To him was fallen for his happie lot, <- 
Whofe like alive on earth he weened not : <^ 
Therefore he her did court, did ferve, did wooe,c 
With humbleft fuit that he imagine mot, -^ 
And all things did devife, and all things dooe, c 

That might her love prepare, and liking win theretoo. c, 

9- 
She, in regard thereof, him recompenft 

With golden words and goodly countenance. 

And fuch fond favours fparingly difpenft : 

Sometimes him blefling with a light eye-glance. 

And coy lookes tempring with loofe dalliance ; 

Sometimes eftranging him in fterner wife ; 

That having caft him in a foolifh trance. 

He feemed brought to bed in Paradife, 

And prov'd himfelfe moft foole in what he feemed moft 
wife. 

10. 

So great a miftrefle of her art flie was. 
And perfeftly pradiz'd in womans craft. 
That though therein himfelfe he thought to pas. 
And by his falfe allurements wylie draft 
Had thoufand women of their love beraft. 
Yet now he was furpriz'd : for that falfe fpright. 
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Which that fame witch had in this forme engraft. 

Was fo expert in every fubtile flight. 
That it could overreach the wifeft earthly wight. 

II. 
Yet he to her did dayly fervice more. 

And dayly more deceived was thereby ; 

Yet Paridell him envied therefore. 

As feeming plaft in fole felicity : 

So blind is luft falfe colours to defcry. 

But Ate foone difcovering his defire. 

And finding now fit opportunity 

To ftirre up ftrife twixt love and fpight and ire. 
Did privily put coles unto his fecret fire. 

12. 

By fundry meanes thereto flie prickt him forth ; 
Now with remembrance of thofe fpightfuU fpeaches. 
Now with opinion of his owne more worth. 
Now with recounting of like former breaches 
Made in their friendfliip, as that Hag him teaches : 
And ever when his paffion is allayd. 
She it revives, and new occafion reaches ; 
That on a time, as they together way'd,** 

He made him open chalenge, and thus boldly fayd ; 

" Too boaftfull Blandamour ! too long I beare 
The open wrongs thou doeft me day by day : 
Well know'ft thou, when we friendfliip firft did fweare. 
The covenant was, that every fpoyle or pray 
Should equally be fliard betwixt us tway. 
Where is my part then of this Ladie bright. 
Whom to thy felfe thou takeft quite away ? 

*» as tbey together wafd,'\ This would fccm to be the only inftancc 
in our language in which ** wzy ** is confidered a verb : our didUonaries 
do not even quote this example. '' As they together wayM^** might, 
with a certain licence, be uken for weigFdt or balanced, C. 
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Render therefore therein to me my right, 
Or anfwere for thy wrong as fhall fall but in fight." 

14. 

Exceeding wroth thereat was Blandamour, 
And gan this bitter anfwere to him make : 
" Too foolifh Paridell ! that fayreft floure 
Wouldft gather faine, and yet no paines wouldft take : 
But not fo eafie will I her forfake ; 
This hand her wonne, this hand fhall her defend." 
With that they gan their fhivering fpeares to fhake, 
And deadly points at eithers breaft to bend, 

ForgetfuU each to have bene ever others frend. 

Their firie fteedes with fo untamed forfe 
Did beare them both to fell avenges end. 
That both their fpeares with pitilefle remorfe 
Through fhield and mayle and haberjeon did wend. 
And in their flefti a griefly paflage rend. 
That with the furie of their owne afFret* 
Each other horfe and man to ground did fend ; 
Where, lying ftill awhile, both did forget 

The perilous prefent ftownd in which their lives were fet. 

16. 

As when two warlike Brigandines at fea. 

With murdrous weapons arm'd to cruell fight. 
Do meete together on the watry lea. 
They ftemme ech other with fo fell defpight. 
That with the fhocke of their owne heedlefle might 
Their wooden ribs are fhaken nigh a fonder. 

* 0/ their owne affret^ Spcnfer here repeats the word '* affret,** 
which he had already uied in precifely the fame (enfe^ (that oi encounter, 
or coming together,) in a remarkably fimilar pafTage in B. iii. C. ix. St. 
16; fee this vol. p. 6. In vol. ii. pp. 94, 364, he has employed the 
verb " affrap " to indicate the encountering of two knights. The ety- 
mology of ** affret " is to be found in the Italian, affrettare, to haften 
or make fpeed, and probably is not, as Richardfon feems to fuppofe^ 
another form oifret^ C. 
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They which from fhore behold the drcadfull fight 
Of flafhing fire, and heare the ordenance thonder. 
Do greatly ftand amaz*d at fuch unwonted wonder* 

At*length they both upftarted in amaze. 
As men awaked rafhly out of dreme. 
And round about themfelves a while did gaze ; 
Till feeing her, that Florimell did feme. 
In doubt to whom fhe vidorie fhould deeme. 
Therewith their dulled fprights they edgd anew, 
And drawing both their {words with rage extreme, 
Like two mad maflifiTes, each on other flew. 

And fhields did fhare, and mailes did rafh,^ and helmes 
did hew. 

18. 

So furioufly each other did aflayle. 

As if their fbules they would attonce have rent 
Out of their brefts, that ftreames of bloud did rayle 
Adowne, as if their fprings of life were fpent ; 
That all the ground with purple bloud was fprent. 
And all their armours ftaynd with bloudie gore ; 
Yet fcarcely once to breath would they relent. 
So mortall was their malice, and fo fore 

Become, of fayned friendfhip which they vow*d afore. 

And that which is for Ladies moft befitting,* 
To fl:int all ftrife and fofter friendly peace. 
Was from thofe Dames fo farre and fo unfitting, 



^ and mailes did raftfj] To " rafh ** is ufed to denote the noife of 
violently tearing ; and Shakefpeare ('* King Lear," A. iii. Sc. 7) em- 
ploys it to exprefs rending by the ^gs of a boar : fee alfo ** Rich. III." 
A. iii. Sc. 2. Spenfer has the word again in B. v. C. 3 of the F. Q. C. 

^ moft befitting,'] So Spenfer's own edition, the folios of 1 609 and 
1617, read. The reft, inaccurately, 3<f^///»^. Todd. He might have 
added that the folio 161 1 alfo has ''befitting,'' meaning befuiting: fee 
the note on ** befits/' vol. ii. p. 196. C. 
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As that, in ftead of praying them furceafe. 
They did much more their cruelty encreafe ; 
Bidding- them fight for honour of their love, 
And rather die then Ladies caufe releafe : 
With which vaine termes fo much they did them 
move. 

That both refolv'd the laft extremities to prove, 

20. 

There they, I weene, would fight untill this day. 
Had not a Squire, even he the Squire of Dames, 
By great adventure travelled that way ; 
Who feeing both bent to fo bloudy games. 
And both of old well knowing by their names, 
Drew nigh, to weete the caufe of their debate : 
And firft laide on thofe Ladies thoufand blames. 
That did not feeke t'appeafe their deadly hate. 

But gazed on their harmes, not pittying their eftate* 

21. 

And then thofe Knights he humbly did befeech 
To ftay their hands, till he a while had fpoken ; 
Who lookt a little up at that his fpeech. 
Yet would not let their battell fo be broken. 
Both greedie fiers on other to be wroken : 
Yet he to them fo earncftly did call. 
And them conjur'd by fome well kriowen token. 
That they at laft their wrothfuU hands let fall. 

Content to heare him fpeake, and glad to reft withall. 

22. 

Firft he defir'd their caufe of ftrife to fee : 
They faid, it was for love of Florimell. 
"Ah gentle Knights!" (quoth he) "how may that 

bee. 
And fhe fo farre aftray, as none can tell ?" 
" Fond Squh-e," full angry then fayd Paridell, 
" Seeft not the Ladie there before thy face?" 
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He looked backe, and, her advizing well," 
Weend, as he faid, by that her outward grace 

That fayreft Florimell was prefent there in place. 

23. 

Glad man was he to fee that joyous fight. 
For none alive but joy'd in Florimell, 
And lowly to her lowting thus behight : 
" Fayreft of faire, that fairenefle doeft excell. 
This happie day I have to greete you well. 
In which you fafe I fee, whom thoufand late 
Mifdoubted loft through mifchiefe that befell. 
Long may you live in health and happie ftate !" 

She litle anfwer'd him, but lightly did aggrate. 

24. 

Then, turning to thofe Knights, he gan anew : 
" And you. Sir Blandamour, and Paridell, 
That for this Ladie, prefent in your vew. 
Have rays'd this cruell warre and outrage fell, 
Certes, me feemes, bene not advifed well ; 
But rather ought in friendfhip for her fake 
To joyne your force, their forces to repell 
That feeke perforce her from you both to take. 

And of your gotten fpoyle their owne triumph to make." 

Thereat Sir Blandamour, with countenance fteme 
All full of wrath, thus fiercely him befpake : 
** Aread, thou Squire, that I the man may learne, 
That dare fro me thinke Florimell to take !" 
" Not one," (quoth he) "but many doe partake 
Herein ; as thus. It lately fo befell, 
That Satyran a girdle did uptake 

*» ber advizing we//.] So the 410. 1596, ** advizing" being to be 
ttken ctymologically as /coking at: later imprcflions and modern editors 
altered it to avijsng^ which has in hGt the fame fignification and origin. 
We prefer what there is good reafon to fuppofe Spenfer wrote. C. 
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* Well knowne to appertaine to Florimell, 
Which for her fake he wore, as him befeemed well. 

26. 
" But when as (he her felfe was loft and gone. 
Full many knights, that loved her like deare. 
Thereat did greatly grudge, that he alone 
That loft faire Ladies ornament ftiould weare. 
And gan therefore clofe fpight to him to beare ; 
Which he to ftiun, and ftop vile envies fting, 
Hath lately caus'd to be proclaimed each where 
A folemne feaft, with publike tumeying, 
To which all knights with them their Ladies are to bring : 

" And of them all (he, that is fayreft found. 
Shall have that golden girdle for reward ; 
And of thofe Knights, who is moft ftout on ground. 
Shall to that faireft Ladie be prefard. 
Since therefore (he her felfe is now your ward. 
To you that ornament of hers pertaines, 
Againft all thofe that chalenge it, to gard 
And (ave her honour with your ventrous paines : 

That fhall you win more glory than ye here find gdnes." 

28. 

When they the rea(bn of his words had hard. 
They gan abate the rancour of their rage. 
And with their honours and their loves regard 
The furioqs flames of malice to a(rwage. 
Tho each to other did his faith engage. 
Like faithfull friends thenceforth to joyne in one 
With all their force, and battell ftrong to wage 
Gainft all thofe knights, as their profefTed fone. 

That chaleng'd ought in Florimell, (ave they alone. 

29. • 

So, well accorded, forth they rode together 
In friendly fort that lafted but*a while ; 
III. I 
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And of all old diflikes they made faire weather ; 
Yet all was forg'd and fpred with golden foyle. 
That under it hidde hate and hollow guyle. 
Ne certes can that friendfhip long endure. 
However gay and goodly be the ftyle. 
That doth ill caufe or evill end enure ;° 

For vertue is the band that bindeth harts moft fure. 

30. 

Thus as they marched all in clofe difguife 
Of fayned love, they chaunft to overtake 
Two knights that lincked rode in lovely wife. 
As if they fecret counfels did partake ; 
And each not farre behinde him had his make. 
To weete, two Ladies of moft goodly hew. 
That twixt themfclves did gentle purpofe make, 
Unmindfull both of that difcordfull crew. 

The which with fpeedie pace did after them purfew. 

Who, as they now approched nigh at hand, 
Deeming them doughtie, as they did appeare. 
They fent that Squire afore, to undcrftand 
What mote they be : who, viewing them more nearc. 
Returned readie newes, that thofe fame weare 
Two of the proweft Knights in Faery lond. 
And thofe two Ladies their two lovers deare ; 
Couragious Cambell, and ftout Triamond, 



" or evill end enure,"] This verb is here employed in a rather con- 
ftrained fenfe. To "enure" (contra£ted from the Lat. ujurai fee 
Richardfon) generally means to accuftom : and here what the poet 
obvioufly intends is, that that friendfhip cannot long continue which is 
accuftomed or ujed for a bad purpofe. " To put in ure," a phrafe of 
frequent occurrence, means to put in praSfice or ufe. In Fortefcue's 
« Foreft of Hiftories," 1571, fol. 61, b, we read : — "Concemyng thefc 
[ordinances of marriage] this day in ure among the Chrillians, they are 
evident/' Sec. Such is the ordinary application of the fubfbintive, as 
might be pointed out in many authors. C. 
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With Canacee and Cambine Hnckt in lovely bond.* 

Whylome, as antique ftories tellen us, 

Thofe two were foes the felloneft on ground/ 
And battell made the dreddeft daungerous 
That ever fhrilling trumpet did refound ; 
Though now their ads be no where to be foimd. 
As that renowmed Poet them compyled 
With warlike numbers and Heroicke found, 
Dan Chaucer, weU^f^EngUflLjindefjJ^ 

On Fames eternall beadroll worthie to be fyled. 

But wicked Time that all good thoughts doth wafte. 
And workes of nobleft wits to nought outweare. 
That famous moniment hath quite defafte. 
And robd the world of threafure endlefle deare. 
The which mote have enriched all us heare* 
O curfed Eld ! the cankerworme of writs. 
How may thefe rimes, fo rude as doth appeare, 
Hope to endure, fith workes of heavenly wits 

Are quite devourd, and brought to nought by little bits ? 

34. 
Then pardon, 0*moft facred happie fpirit ! 
That I thy labours loft may thus revive. 
And fteale from thee the meede of thy due merit. 
That none durft ever whileft thou waft alive. 
And being dead in vaine yet many ftrive : 
Ne dare I like ; but, through infufion fweete 
Of thine owne fpirit which doth in me furvive. 



/ 



® With Canacee and Cambine Hnckt in lovely bond.] Sec Chaucer's 
*' Sqaiers Tale," of which what here follows was intended as a con- 
tlnaation, though not a completion of it, as Upton argued. C. 

P the felloneft on ground.] This fupcrlative, here employed hrfelleft^ 
has not yet found its way into our dictionaries : it is, of courfe, from 
fell, A. S,felle, cruel, outrageous. The fubftantive y3r//7/r, meaning a 
grievous kind of fore, is ftill in provincial ufe. C. 
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I follow here the footing of thy feetc. 
That with thy meaning fo I may the rather meete. 

Cambelloes lifter was fayre Canacee, 

That was the learnedft Ladie in her dayes, 

Well feene in everie fcience that mote bee, 

And every fecret worke of nature's wayes ; 

In wittie riddles, and in wife fbothfayes ; 

In power of herbes, and tunes of beafts and burds ; 

And, that augmented all her other prayfe. 

She modeft was in all her deedes and words, 

And wondrous chaft of life, yet lov'd of Knights and 
Lords. 

Full many Lords and many Knights her loved. 
Yet fhe to none of them her liking lent, 
Ne ever was with fond afiedion moved. 
But rul'd her thoughts with goodly govemement. 
For dread of blame and honours blemifhment ; 
And eke unto her lookes a law fhe made. 
That none of them once out of order went. 
But like to warie Centonels well ftayd. 

Still watcht on every fide, of fecret foes afrayd. 

37- 
So much the more as fhe refufd to love. 

So much the more fhe loved was and fought. 

That oftentimes unquiet ftrife did move 

Amongft her lovers, and great quarrels wrought. 

That oft for her in bloudie armes they fought. 

Which whenas Cambell, that was ftout and wife, 

Perceiv'd would breede great mifchiefe, he bethought 

How to prevent the perill that mote rife. 

And tume both him and her to honour, in this wife. 

38. 

One day, when all that troupe of warlike wooers 
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Aflcmbled were to weet whofe fhe (hould bee, 
All mightie men and dreadful! derring dooers,"* 
(The harder it to make them well agree) 
Amongft them all this end he did decree ; 
That of them all which love to her did make^ 
They by confent (hould chofe the ftouteft three 
That with himfelfe (hould combat for her fake. 
And of them all the vidour (hould his (ifter take. 

39- 
Bold was the chalenge, as himfelfe was bold. 

And courage full of haughtie hardiment. 

Approved oft in perils manifold. 

Which he atchiev'd to his great ornament : 

But yet his (ifters (kill unto him lent 

Moft confidence and hope of happie fpeed. 

Conceived by a ring which (he him fent. 

That, mongft the manie vertues which we reed. 

Had power to (launch al wounds that mortally did bleed. 

40. 

Well was that rings great vertue knowen to all ; 
That dread thereof and his redoubted might 
Did all that youthly rout fo much appall. 
That none of them durft undertake the (ight : 
More wife they weend to make of love delight 
Then life to hazard for faire Ladies looke ; 
And yet uncertaine by fuch outward (ight. 
Though for her fake they all that periU tooke. 

Whether (he would them love, or in her liking brooke. 

41. 

Amongft thofe knights there were three brethren bold. 



^ and dreadful! derring dooers."] Daring 2ltA bold doers. So, in F. Q. 
ii. iv. 42, [vol. i. p. 117; vol. ii. p. 156.] Derring doe is daring ex- 
ploit or doing. Again, Der doing arms mean chivalrous arms, F. Q^ ii. 
vii. 10, [vol. ii. p. 196.] Chaucer hys^ Troilus was iecond to none in 
daring do, " Troil. and CrelT." v. 837. Upton. 
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Three bolder brethren never were yborne. 
Borne of one mother in one happie mold. 
Borne at one burden In one happie mome ; 
Thrife happie mother, and thrife happie mome. 
That bore three fuch, three fuch not to be fond ! 
Her name was Agape, whofe chUdren werne 
All three as one ; the firft hight Priamond, 

The fecond Dyamond, the youngeft Triamond. 

42. 

Stout Priamond, but not fo ftrong to ftrike ; 
Strong Diamond, but not fo ftout a knight ; 
But Triamond was ftout and ftrong alike : 
On horfebacke ufed Triamond to fight. 
And Priamond on foote had more delight ; 
But horfe and foote knew Diamond to wield : 
With curtaxe ufed Diamond to fmite,' 
And Triamond to handle fpeare and ftiield. 

But fpeare and curtaxe both ufd Priamond in field. 

43- 
Thefe three did love each other dearely well. 

And with fo firme affedion were allyde. 

As if but one foule in them all did dwell,* 

Which did her powre into three parts divyde ; 

Like three faire branches budding farre and wide. 

That from one roote deriv'd their vitall fap : 

And like that roote that doth her life divide. 

Their mother was ; and had full bleflcd hap 

Thefe three fo noble babes to bring forth at one clap. 



' With curtaxe ufed Diamond to fmite,'] For ** curtaxe " perhaps wc 
ought to read curtlaxe, or, as wc now fpcU it, cutlafs. Our diftionaries 
do not contain ** curtaxe." Is not " curtaxe" rather from the Fr. court- 
bacbe, than from coutelas, the ufual derivation? C. 

^ As if but one foule in them all did dwell,] This is the moral and 
allegory of the fable, thus covertly mentioned by our poet according to 
his manner. There is but one foul in true love and friendihip. ^lA/a 
Ivr) fjt,(a ^vx,^ h $uo7v ccofji^ao'iv, Upton. 
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44- 
Their mother was a Fay, and had the fkill 

Of fecret things, and all the powres of nature. 
Which (he by art could ufc unto her will. 
And to her fervice bind each living creature. 
Through fecret underftanding of their feature. 
Thereto (he was right faire, whenfo her face 
She lift difcover, and of goodly ftature ; 
But (he, as Fayes are wont, in privie place 
Did fpend her dayes, and lov*d in forefts wyld to fpace.' 

45- 
There on a day a noble youthly knight. 

Seeking adventures in the falvage wood. 

Did by great fortune get of her the (ight. 

As (he fate carele(re by a criftall flood 

Combing her golden lockes, as feemd her good ; 

And unawares upon her laying hold. 

That ftrove in vaine him long to have withftood, 

Oppre(red her, and there (as it is told) 

Got thefe three lovely babes, that prov'd three champions 
bold. 

46. 

Which (he with her long foftred in that wood. 
Till that to ripene(re of mans ftate they grew : 
Then (hewing forth (ignes of their fathers blood. 
They loved armes, and knighthood did en(ew. 
Seeking adventures where they anie knew. 
Which when their mother faw, (he gan to dout 
Their fafetie ; leaft by fearching daungers new. 
And ra(h provoking perils all about. 

Their dayes mote be abridged through their corage ftout. 



* in forefts wyld to fpace.'\ To walk, or roam about. Lat. fpatior, 
Todd. We meet again with the fame word, and in the fame fenfe, in 
C. viii. St. 54 of this Book. The ufe of to expatiate would appear to 
be of later introdufUon into our language. C. 
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47- 
Therefore defirous th' end of all their dayes 

To know, and them t* enlarge with long extent, 

By wondrous fkill and many hidden wayes 

To the three fatall fitters houfe flie went. 

Farre under ground from tradk of living went,* 

Downe in the bottome of the decpe Abyflfe, 

Where Demogorgon, in dull darknefle pent 

Farre from the view of gods and heavens blife. 

The hideous Chaos keepes, their dreadfuU dwelling is. 

48. 

There fhe them found all fitting round about. 
The direfull diftafFe ftanding in the mid. 
And with unwearied fingers drawing out 
The lines of life, from living knowledge hid. 
Sad Clotho held the rocke, the whiles the thrid 
By griefly Lachefis was fpun with paine. 
That cruell Atropos eftfoones undid. 
With curfed knife cutting the twift in twaioe. 

Moft wretched men,whofe dayes depend on thrids fo vaine! 

49- 
She, them faluting, there by them fate ftill 

Beholding how the thrids of life they fpan : 

And when at laft (he had beheld her fill, 

Trembling in heart, and looking pale and wan. 

Her caufe of comming fhe to tell began. 

To whom fierce Atropos : " Bold Fay, that durft 

Come fee the fecret of the life of man. 

Well worthie thou to be of Jove accurft. 

And eke thy childrens thrids to be a funder burft !" 

50. 

Whereat fhe fore aflfrayd, yet her befought 

" from traSi of living went.'] Of the toay or path of any living crea- 
tare. So Chaucer, '* Troil. and Cres." iii. 786, " a privy went.** Sec 
Junius. Upton. Of courfe, from the A. S. verb w^W, to go. C. 
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To graunt her boone, and rigour to abate, 
That ftie might fee her childrens thrids forth brought. 
And know the meafure of their utmoft date 
To them ordained by eternall fate : 
Which Clotho graunting fhewed her the fame. 
That when fhe faw, it did her much amate 
To fee their thrids fo thin as fpiders frame. 
And eke fo ihort, that feemd their ends out fhortly came. 

She then began them humbly to intreate 
To draw them longer out, and better twine. 
That fo their lives might be prolonged late : 
But Lachefis thereat gan to repine, 
And fayd ; " Fond dame, that deem'ft of things divine 
As of humane, that they may altred bee. 
And chaung'd at pleafure for thofe impes of thine ! 
Not fo ; for what the Fates do once decree. 

Not all the gods can chaunge, nor Jove him felf can free ! " 

" Then fince" (quoth (he) " the terme of each mans life 
For nought may leflened nor enlarged bee, 
Graunt this ; that when ye ftired with fatall knife 
His line, which is the eldeft of the three. 
Which is of them the ftiorteft, as I fee, 
Eftfoones his life may pafle into the next : 
And, when the next fliall likewife ended bee. 
That both their lives may likewife be annext 

Unto the third, that his may fo be trebly wext.* 

S3' 
They graunted it ; and then that carefull Fay 

Departed thence with full contented mynd ; 

And, comming home, in warlike frefh aray 



* that bis may/o be trebly wext.l i. c. waxt, increafed^ for the fake 
of the rhyme. Todd printed " may be fo trebly wcxt." C. 
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Them found all three according to their kynd : 
But unto them what deftinie was aflynd. 
Or how their lives were eekt, fhe did not tell ; 
But evermore, when fhe fit time could fynd, 
She warned them to tend their fafeties well, 
And love each other deare, what ever them befell. 

54- 

So did they furely during all their dayes, 
And never difcord did amongft them fall, 
Which much augmented all their other praife ; 
And now, t'increafe affedion naturall. 
In love of Canacee they joyned all : 
Upon which ground this fame great battell grew. 
Great matter growing of beginning fmall. 
The which, for length, I will not here purfew. 

But rather will referve it for a Canto new. 
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CANTO III. 

The baitell twixt three brethren with 

Camhellfor Canacee : 
Camhina with true friend/hips bond 

doth their longjirife agree. 




I. 

! WHY doe wretched men fo much defire 
To draw their dayes unto the utmoft date. 
And doe not rather wifh them foone ex- 
pire. 
Knowing the miferie of their eftate. 
And thoufand perills which them ftill awate. 
Tolling them like a boate amid the mayne. 
That every houre they knocke at deathes gate ? 
And he that happie feemes, and leaft in payne. 
Yet is as nigh his end as he that moft doth playne. 

2. 

Therefore this Fay I hold but fond and vaine. 
The which, in feeking for her children three 
Long life, thereby did more prolong their paine : 
Yet whileft they lived none did ever fee 
More happie creatures then they feem'd to bee ; 
Nor more ennobled for their courtefie. 
That made them dearely lov'd of each degree ; 
Ne more renowmed for their chevalrie. 

That made them dreaded much of all men farre and nic. 



Thefe three that hardie chalengc tooke in hand. 
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For Canacee with Cambell for to fight. 
The day was fet, that all might underftand, 
And pledges pawnd the fame to keepe a right : 
That day, the dreddeft day that living wight 
Did ever fee upon this world to fliine, ^ 
So foone as heavens window fliewed light, 
Thefe warlike Champions, all in armour fhine,* 
Affembled were in field the chalenge to define.** 

4- 
The field with liftes was all about enclos'd. 

To barre the preafe of people farre away ; 

And at th* one fide fixe judges were difpos'd. 

To view and deeme the deedes of armes that day : 

And on the other fide, in fre(h aray, 

Fayre Canacee upon a ftately ftage 

Was fet, to fee the fortune of that fray. 

And to be feene, as his moft worthie wage 
That could her purchafe with his lives adventur'd gage. 

5- 
Then entred Cambell firft into the lift. 

With ftately fteps and fearelefle countenance. 

As if the conqueft his he furely wift. 

Soone after did the brethren three advance 

In brave aray and goodly amenance,*" 

With fcutchins gilt and banners broad difplayd ; 

And, marching thrife in warlike ordinance, 

• all in armour Jhine."] " Shine" is likewife ufcd as a fubflantive in 
Harington's " Ariofto," B. xxxvii. 15:" The Jh we of armour bright ;" 
and in Pfal. xcvii. 4: ** His lightnings ^vt jhine unto the world." T. 
Warton. Neverthclcfs it may be doubted whether *' fhine" here is 
not put for fieenty meaning •* armour bright :" they have both the 
fame A. S. etymology ; but the compulfion of the rhyme may have in- 
duced Spenfer to alter the fpelling. C. 

*> the chalenge to define^ To decide [or to conclude^ Lat. definio. 
Church. Chaucer ufcs ** definifhed," for precifely defcrihed, C. 

* and goodly amenance.] Carriage, deportment, Spenfer is fond of 
the word : fee vol. ii. pp. 222, 240. C. 
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Thrife lowted lowly to the noble Mayd, 
The whiles fhril trompets and loud clarions fweetly playd. 

6. 
Which doen, the doughty chalenger came forth. 
All arm*d to point, his chalenge to abet : 
Gainft whom Sir Priamond, with equall worth 
And equall armes, himfelfo did forward fet. 
A trompet blew ; they both together met 
With dreadfuU force and furious intent, 
Carelefle of perill in their fiers aflret,** 
As if that life to lofle they had forelent. 
And cared not to fpare that fhould be fhortly fpent. 

7- 
Right prafticke was Sir Priamond in fight. 

And throughly fkild in ufe of fhield and fpeare ; 

Ne lefle approved was Cambelloes might, 

Ne lefle his fkill* in weapons did appeare ; 

That hard it was to weene which harder were. 

Full many mightie ftrokes on either fide 

Were fent, that feemed death in them to beare ; 

But they were both fo watchfuU and well eyde. 

That they avoyded were, and vainely by did flyde. 

8. 

Yet one, of many, was fo ftrongly bent 
By Priamond, that with unluckie glaunce 
Through Cambels flioulder it unwarely went. 
That forced him his fliield to difadvaunce. 
Much was he grieved with that gracelefle chaunce ; 
Yet from the wound no drop of bloud there fell. 
But wondrous paine, that did the more enhaunce 



** in their Jiers affret.] Rencounter. Sec the note on ajret, F. Q;^ 
ill. ix. 16. Upton. It will be found in this vol. p. 6: fee alfo 
" affrap," vol. ii. p. 364. C. 

' Ne lejfe bisJkiU.'\ It is hardly worth noting that in the original 
edit., and there only, " fldll" is///, the k having dropped out. C. 
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His haughtie courage to advengement fell :' 
Smart daunts not mighty harts^ but makes them more to 
fwell. 

9- 

With that, his poynant fpeare he fierce aventred 

With doubled force clofe underneath his fhield, 
That through the mayles into his thigh it entred. 
And, there arrefting, readie way did yield 
For bloud to gufh forth on the graffie field ; 
That he for paine himfelfe not right upreare,' 
But too and fro in great amazement reel'd ; 
Like an old Oke, whofe pith and fap is feare. 

At pufFe of every ftorme doth ftagger here and theare. 

10. 

Whom fo difmayd when Cambell had efpide, 
Againe he drove at him with double might. 
That nought mote ftay the fteele, till in his fide 
The mortall point moft cruelly empight ; 
Where faft infixed, whileft he fought by flight 
It forth to wreft, the ftaffe a funder brake. 
And left the head behinde : with which defpight 
He all enrag'd his ftiivering fpeare did fliake. 

And charging him a frefti thus felly him befpake. 

II. 

" Lo ! faitour, there thy meede unto thee take. 
The meede of thy mifchalenge and abet. 
Not for thine owne, but for thy fillers fake. 
Have I thus long thy life unto thee let : 

' to advengement fell,"] So the 410. 1596, and fo Spenfcr may have 
thought fit to write. We therefore prefer ** advengpment;" but all 
modern editors have printed avengemefit, as it (lands in the folios. C. 

« not right upreare."] This was afterwards printed '* n'ote;" but 
there may be no need of the apoftrophe, if we take " not" for note, i.e. 
might not, the oppofite of mote ; or if we confider could as underftood 
before " not" in the line. We give it as it ftands in the earlieft au- 
thority, which b very intelligible. N*ote often means ne note, C. 
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But to forbeare doth not forgive the dct." 
The wicked weapon heard his wrathfull vow. 
And, paffing forth with furious afFret, 
Pierft through his bever quite into his brow. 

That with the force it backward forced him to bow. 

12. 

Therewith a funder in the midft it braft. 

And in his hand nought but the troncheon left ; 
The other halfe, behind yet (licking faft. 
Out of his headpeece Cambell fiercely reft. 
And with fuch furie backe at him it heft. 
That making way unto his deareft life. 
His weafand pipe it through his gorget cleft. 
Thence ftreames of purple bloud ifluing rife 

Let forth his wearie ghoft, and made an end of ftrife. 

His wearie ghoft affoyld from fleftily band 
Did not, as others wont, direftly fly 
Unto her reft in Plutoes griefly land ; 
Ne into ayre did vanifti prefently, 
Ne chaunged was into a ftarre in iky ; 
But through traduction was eftfoones derived. 
Like as his mother prayd the Deftinie, 
Into his other brethren^ that furvived. 

In whom he liv'd a new, of former life deprived. 

14. 

Whom when on ground his brother next beheld. 
Though fad and forie for fo heavy fight. 
Yet leave unto his forrow did not yeeld. 
But rather ftir'd to vengeance and defpight. 
Through fecret feeling of his generous fpright, 
Ruflit fiercely forth the battell to renew. 



*» Into bis other iretbren.] So all the editions. It (hould have 
been, " Into \i\sfecond Brotber** See the laft Canto, St. 52. Church. 
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As in rcverfion of his brothers right ; 
And chalenging the Virgin as his dew. 
His foe was foone addreft : the trompets frefhly blew. 

With that they both together fiercely met, 
As if that each ment other to devoure ; 
And with their axes both fo forely bet. 
That nether plate nor mayle, whereas their powre* 
They felt, could once fuftaine the hideous ftowre, 
But rived were like rotten wood a funder ; 
Whileft through their rifts the ruddie bloud did fliowre. 
And fire did flafh, like lightning after thunder. 

That fild the lookers on attonce with ruth and wonder. 

16. 

As when two Tygers prickt with hungers rage 

Have by good fortune found fome beafts frefh fpoyle. 
On which they weene their famine to aflwage, 
And gaine a feaftfuU guerdon of their toyle. 
Both falling out doe ftirre up ftrifefuU broyle. 
And cruell battell twixt themfelves doe make. 
Whiles neither lets the other touch the foyle,'' 
But either fdeignes with other to partake : 

So cruelly thefe Knights ftrove for that Ladies fake. 

Full many ftrokes, that mortally were ment. 
The whiles were interchaunged twixt them two ; 
Yet they were all with fo good wariment 
Or warded, or avoyded and let goe, 

* whereas their potore.] It may be doubted whether we ought not 
here to read " tohenas their powre;" but *' whereas" may, of courfe, 
be right ; and in all the later old impreilions it is where as. C. 

^ the other touch thefoyle.'] Here *' foyle" means more properly the 
fpoii or prey ; but generally, as Church remarb, " foil," in the phrafe 
of hunters, means dirt or mire, A (lag is faid to take the foil when it 
rufhes into muddy water, or water which it makes muddy. In the next 
line but one, Todd printed thofe for " thefe." C. 
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That ftill the life flood fearelefle of her foe ; 
Till Diamond, difdeigning long delay 
Of doubtfull fortune wavering to and fro, 
Refolv'd to end it one or other way. 

And heav'd his murdrous axe at him with mighty fway. 

18. 

The dreadfuU ftroke, in cafe it had arrived 
Where it was ment, (fo deadly it was ment) 
The foule had fure out of his body rived. 
And ftinted all the ftrife incontinent : 
But Cambels fate that fortune did prevent ; 
For, feeing it at hand, he fwarv'd afyde. 
And fo gave way unto his fell intent ; 
Who, miffing of the marke which he had eyde. 

Was with the force nigh feld, whilft his right foot did 
flyde. 

19. 

As when a Vulture greedie of his pray, 
. Through hunger long that hart to him doth lend. 
Strikes at an Heron with all his bodies fway. 
That from his force feemes nought may it defend ; 
The warie fowle, that fpies him toward bend 
His dreadfuU foufe, avoydes it, fhunning light. 
And maketh him his wing in vaine to fpend ; 
That with the weight of his owne weeldlefle might 

He falleth nigh to ground, and fcarfe recovereth flight. 

20. 

Which faire adventure when Cambello fpide,* 
Full lightly, ere himfelfe he could recower 
From daungers dread to ward his naked fide. 



* Which faire adventure when Cambello fpideJ] Every old copy 
concurs in reading " adventure," which, of courfe, we repeat as the 
authentic text; but Drayton, in his copy of the folio 161 1, alters ''ad- 
venture ** to advantage. Cambell had certainly gained an advantage, 
of which he was about to avail himfelf. C. 



III. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I30 THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 4. 

He can let drive" at him with all his power. 
And with his axe him fmote in evill hower, 
That from his flioulders quite his head he reft : 
The headleflc tronke, as heedlefle of that ftower, 
Stood ftill awhile, and his fafl footing kept. 

Till, feeling life to fayle, it fell, and deadly flept. 

21. 

They which that piteous fpeftacle beheld 

Were much amaz'd the headlefle tronke to fee 
Stand up fo long, and weapon vaine to weld, 
Unweeting of the Fates divine decree 
For lifes fucceffion in thofe brethren three. 
For notwithftanding that one foule was reft. 
Yet had the bodie not difmembred bee. 
It would have lived, and revived eft ; ^ 

But, finding no fit feat, the lifeleffe corfe it left. 

22. 

It left ; but that fame foule which therein dwelt 
Streight entring into Triamond him fild 
With double life and griefe ; which when he felt. 
As one whofe inner parts had bene ythrild 
With point of fteele that clofe his hartbloud fpild. 
He lightly lept out of his place of reft. 
And rufliing forth into the emptie field, 
Againft Cambello fiercely him addreft ; 

Who, him affronting foone, to fight was readie preft."* 

" He can let drive. "l Began, Church. More accurately, **can" is 
putfor^tf/r, of which we have had other examples: fee vol. ii. p. 309, 
&c. " Can " fometimcs means knew bow, C. 

" and revived efi.] Again ; often fo ufed by Chaucer. Thus in the 
** Kn. Tale," edit. Tyrwhitt, ver. 1671 :— 

** fomtime it (hall fallen on a day 

** That falleth not e/te in a thoufand yere." Todd. 
StriAly, it means afterwards, and, confequently, again: fee vol. ii. 
p. 10. We have it from the A. S. ar/t, poftea, iterum. C. 

** fFbo, bim affronting foone, to figbt was readie prefi,"] Affronting 
him ; or, oppofing himfelf to him : *' was readie preft," was ready pre^ 
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Well mote ye wonder how that noble Knight, 
After he had fo often wounded beene. 
Could ftand on foot now to renew the fight : 
But had ye then him forth advauncing feene. 
Some newborne wight ye would him furely weene ; 
So fre(h he feemed and fo fierce in fight : 
Like as a Snake, whom wearie winters teene'* 
Hath worne to nought, now feeling fommers might, 

Cafts oflT his ragged fkin and frefhly doth him dight. 

24. 

All was through vertue of the ring he wore ; 
The which not onely did not from him let 
One drop of bloud to fall, but did reftore 
His weakned powers, and dulled fpirits whet, 
Through working of the ftone therein yfet. 
Elfe how could one of equall might with moft, 
Againft fo many no lefle mightie met. 
Once thinke to match three fuch on equall coft. 

Three fuch as able were to match a puifiant hoft ? 

25. 

Yet nought thereof was Triamond adredde, 
Ne defperate of glorious vidorie ; 
But fharpely him aflayld, and fore beftedde 
With heapes of ftrokes, which he at him let flie 
As thicke as hayle forth poured from the fkie : 
He ftroke, he fouft, he foynd, he hewd, he laflit. 
And did his yron brond fo fall applie, 

pared. Upton. *' Prcft," of couric, means ready ^ fo that the phrafe 
*' readie preft," though common, is tautologous. C. 

P Like as a Snake, whom wearie winters teene, &c.] ** Winters 
tcenc" [i.e. winter's y^rr^», or fuffering\ is an expreflion he borrows 
from Chaucer, "Rom. R.** 4750, [but other poets alfo adopt it.] He 
Hies this ezpreffion again, C. xii. St. 34 : — 

" As withered weed through cruell winter tine.** 
Where the dlBferent fpelling is owing to the difierent rhyme. Upton. 
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That from the fame the fierie fparkles fla(ht. 

As faft as water-fprinkles gainft a rocke are da(ht. 

26. 

Much was Cambello daunted with his blowes : 
So thicke they fell, and forcibly were fent. 
That he was forft from daunger of the throwes 
Backe to retire, and fomewhat to relent. 
Till th' heat of his fierce furie he had fpent ; 
Which when for want of breath gan to abate. 
He then afrefli with new encouragement 
Did him aflayle, and mightily amate. 

As faft as forward erft now backward to retrate. 

27. 

Like as the tide, that comes fro th' Ocean mayne, 
Flowes up the Shenan with contrarie forfe, 
And overruling him in his owne rayne. 
Drives backe the current of his kindly courfe. 
And makes it feeme to have fome other fourfe ; 
But when the floud is fpent, then backe againe. 
His borrowed waters forft to redift)ourfe. 
He fends the fea his owne with double gaine. 

And tribute eke withall, as to his Soveraine. 

28. 

Thus did the battell varie to and fro. 

With diverfe fortune doubtful! to be deemed : 
Now this the better had, now had his fo ; 
Then he halfe vanquiftit, then the other feemed ; 
Yet viftors both them felves alwayes efteemed : 
And all the while the difentrayled blood** 
Adowne their fides like litle rivers ftremed. 



*> the difentrayled blood,'] Drawn along floatingly, trailing down ; a 
compound word ; from dis^ i. e. diverfis partibus ; en ; and traile. See 
alfo F. Q4, V. ix. 19. Upton. We apprehend that ** difentrayled " here 
only means blood drawn out of their entrails ^ or bodies. C. 
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That with the wafting of his vitall flood. 
Sir Triamond at laft full faint and feeble ftood. 

29. 
But Cambell ftill more ftrong and greater grew, 
Ne felt his blood to waft, ne powres emperiftit. 
Through that rings vertue, that with vigour new 
Still, when as he enfeebled was, him cheriftit. 
And all his wounds and all his brufes guarifht : 
Like as a withered tree, through hufbands toyle, 
Is often feene full frefhly to have floriftit. 
And fruitful! apples to have borne awhile. 
As frefti as when it firft was planted in the foyle. 

30- ^ 
Through which advantage in his ftrength he rofe, 

And fmote the other with fo wondrous might. 

That through the feame which did his hauberk clofe 

Into his throate and life it pierced quight. 

That downe he fell as dead in all mens fight : 

Yet dead he was not ; yet he fure did die. 

As all men do that lofe the living fpright. 

So did one foule out of his bodie flie 

Unto her native home from mortall miferie. 

31- 
But nathelefle, whilft all the lookers on 

Him dead behight, as he to all appeard. 

All unawares he ftarted up anon. 

As one that had out of a dreame bene reard. 

And frefli aflayld his foe ; who halfe aflfeard 

Of th* uncouth fight, as he fome ghoft had feene. 

Stood ftill amaz'd holding his idle fweard ; 

Till having often by him ftricken beene. 

He forced was to ftrike and fave himfelfe from teene. 

32. 

Yet from thenceforth more warily he fought. 
As one in feare the Stygian gods t* offend. 
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Ne follow4 on fo faft, but rather fought 
Him felfe to fave, and daunger to defend, 
Then life and labour both in vaine to fpend. 
Which Triamond perceiving weened fure 
He gan to faint toward the battels end, 
And that he fhould not long on foote endure, 
A figne which did to him the vidorie aflure. 

Whereof full blith eftfoones his mightie hand 
He heav'd on high, in mind with that fame blow 
To ntake an end of all that did withftand : 
Which Cambell feeing come was nothing flow 
Him felfe to fave from that fo deadly throw ; 
And at that inftant reaching forth his fweard 
Clofe underneath his fliield, that fcarce did fliow. 
Stroke him, as he his hand to ftrike upreard. 

In th' arm-pit full, that through both fides the wound 
appeard. 

34. 

Yet ftill that direfuU ftroke kept on his way. 
And, falling heavie on Cambelloes creft, 
Strooke him fo hugely that in fwowne he lay. 
And in his head an hideous wound impreft : 
And fure, had it not happily found reft 
Upon the brim of his brode plated fliield. 
It would have cleft his braine downe to his breft. 
So both at once fell dead upon the field. 

And each to other feemd the viftorie to yield. 

35- 
Which when as all the lookers on beheld. 

They weened fure the warre was at an end ; 

And Judges rofe, and Marftials of the field 

Broke up the liftes, their armes away to rend ; 

And Canacee gan wayle her deareft frend. 

All fuddenly they both upftarted light. 
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The one out of the fwownd which him did blend/ 
The other breathing now another fpright ; 
And fiercely each aflayling gan afre(h to fight. 

Long while they then continued in that wize, 

As if but then the battell had begonne : 

Strokes, wounds, wards, weapons,' all they did defpife ; 

Ne either car'd to ward, or perill fhonne, 

Defirous both to have the battell donne ; 

Ne either cared life to fave or fpill, 

Ne which of them did winne, ne which were wonne : 

So wearie both of fighting had their fill. 
That life it felfe feemd loathfome, and long fafetie ill. 

37- 
Whilft thus the cafe in doubtfuU ballance hong, 

Unfure to whether fide it would incline. 

And all mens eyes and hearts, which there among 

Stood gazing, filled were with rufuU tine 

And fecret feare to fee their fatall fine. 

All fuddenly they heard a troublous noyes. 

That feemd fome perilous tumult to define, 

Confus'd with womens cries and fliouts of boyes. 

Such as the troubled Theatres oftimes annoy es.* 

' which him did blend,] "Blend" is here blind, as in vol. ii. 
p. 332 ; in both cafes for the rhyme fake. C. 

• Strokes, wounds, wards, weapons.] So all the editions. I think the 
poet gave, " Strokes, vf ounds, /words, weapons;" otherwife, Ne either 
car'd to ward is a tautology. Church. But, "/words, weapons,*' 
would alfo be tautologous : perhaps the error was guards for " ward " 
in the fecond inftance, a more likely mifprint than " wards " for /words. 
We leave the original text unchanged. C. 

* Such as the troubled Theatres o/times annoyes.] Juft above we have 
the epithet " troublous '* applied to " noife," and it fcems unlikely that 
Spenier would repeat nearly the fame word here, with reference to 
theatres. Drayton tells us that he did not, and that " crowded theatres " 
is the true reading. The emendation in his folio i6i i is quite diftinft ; 
but fince we cannot be at all fure on what authority he made it, we 
prefer the text, as we find it printed in every old edition. C. 
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^^' 
Thereat the Champions both flood ftill a fpace. 

To weeten what that fudden clamour ment : 

Lo ! where they fpyde with fpeedie whirling pace 

One in a charet of ftraunge furniment" 

Towards them driving, like a ftorme out fent. 

The charet decked was in wondrous wize 

With gold and many a gorgeous ornament. 

After the Perfian Monarks antique guize. 

Such as the maker felfe could beft by art devize. 

39- 
And drawne it was (that wonder is to tell) 

Of two grim lyons, taken from the wood. 

In which their powre all others did excell. 

Now made forget their former cruell mood, 

T'obey their riders heft, as feemed good : 

And therein fate a Ladie, paffing faire 

And bright, that feemed borne of Angels brood ; 

And with her beautie bountie did compare. 

Whether of them in her ftiould have the greater ftiarc. 

Thereto (he learned was in Magicke leare. 
And all the artes that fubtill wits difcover. 
Having therein bene trained many a yeare. 
And well inftrufted by the Fay her mother. 
That in the fame fhe farre exceld all other : 
Who, underftanding by her mightie art 
Of th' evill plight in which her deareft brother 
Now ftood, came forth in haft to take his part. 

And pacifie the ftrife which caufd fo deadly fmart. 

41. 

And, as ftie pafled through th' unruly preace 
Of people thronging thicke her to behold, 

"^ of ftraunge fur niment.\ Furni/hiftg, fumhure, li^l, fornimento* 
Upton. The word in other authors 'nfurnament, C. 
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Her angrie tcame breaking their bonds of peace 
Great heapes of them, like fheepe in narrow fold. 
For haft did over-runne in duft enrould ; 
That thorough rude confufion of the rout. 
Some fearing fhriekt, fome being harmed hould. 
Some laught for fport, fome did for wonder ftiout. 

And fome, that would feeme wife, their wonder turnd to 
dout. 

42. 

In her right hand a rod of peace fhee bore. 
About the which two Serpents weren wound, 
Entrayled mutually in lovely lore,* 
And by the tailes together firmely bound. 
And both were with one olive garland crownd ; 
Like to the rod which Maias fonne doth wield. 
Wherewith the hellifh fiends he doth confound : 
And in her other hand a cup fhe hild. 

The which was with Nepenthe to the brim upfild. 

43-' 
Nepenthe is a drinck of fbverayne grace. 
Devized by the Gods for to aflwage 
Harts grief,' and bitter gall away to chace 
Which ftirs up anguifh and contentious rage : 
In ftead thereof fweet peace and quiet age* 



* Entrayied mutually in lovely lore.] Interwoven in lovely, or loving 
infiruRion^ in reference to the harmony between them. C. 

^ Harts grief !\ Spenfcr, in the words '* to alTwage harts grief,'* 
gives the tranflation of NijrfyS^;, qui triftitiam animo eximit. It is 
mentioned in the OdylTey, ^. 1. 220. Upton. As a word which occurs 
in fuch poets as Spenfer, Milton, and Pope, it is lingular that it fhould 
have been omitted by our bed lexicographer : Todd has it. C. 

* and quiet age.] Some editors have contended that Spcnfer wrote 
quiet age, for quietnefs : if he had done fo, he would have ufed a word 
not found in any other writer of profe or poetry. By ** quiet age '* he 
merely means a period of peace and tranquillity : " quiet age " is quiet 
time. It is printed '* quiet age," as two words, not only in every old 
impreffion, but where this ftanza is quoted in " England's PamaiTus.*' C, 
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It doth eftablifli in the troubled mynd. 
Few men, but fuch as fober are and fage. 
Are by the Gods to drinck thereof affynd ; 

But fuch as drinck eternall happinefle do fynd. 

44. 

Such famous men, fuch worthies of the earth. 
As Jove will have advaunced to the flcie. 
And there made gods, though borne of mortall berth. 
For their high merits and great dignitie. 
Are wont, before they may to heaven flie. 
To drincke hereof; whereby all cares forepaft 
Are waftit away quite from their memorie : 
So did thofe olde Heroes hereof tafte. 

Before that they in blifle amongft the Gods were plafte. 

45- 
Much more of price, and of more gratious powre. 

Is this, then that fame water of Ardenne,* 

The which Rinaldo drunck in happie howre, 

Defcribed by that famous Tufcane penne : 

For that had might to change the hearts of men 

Fro love to hate, a change of evill choife ; 

But this doth hatred make in love to brenne,** 

• then that fame water of Ardenne^ &c.] Rinaldo, in purfuit after 
the feir Angelica, came to the forcft of Ardenne, where he found the 
enchanted ^untain made by the magical art of Merlin for Sir Triftram 
de Leonnois, who was in love with Ifotta : if Sir Triilram had drunk 
of this fountain, fays the poet, he had been cured of his love ; but the 
Fates ordained it otherwife. The fountain, however, ftill preferved its 
virtues, for whoever drank of it, his love was turned to averfion. See 
Boyardo, or Berni, '* Orl. Innam." L. i. C. iii. St. 36 ; L. ii. C. xv. 
St. 28. Soon after, another fountain is mentioned of different efied, la 
riviera delP amore. Hence Ariofto, who writes the fecond part of this 
romance, mentions thefe two fountains of Ardenne, with their different 
effcfts, " Orl. Fur." C. i. St. 78 ; C. xlii. St. 60. Upton. 

*> in love to brenne,'] We need fcarcely fay of fo common a word as 
" brenne ** that it is burn s from the A. S. brennan. Todd gives two 
examples of its ufe by Spenfer. We have had the paft tenfe, ** brent '* 
in F. Qj^B. iii. C. vii. St. 16 (vol. ii. p. 469), where we thought no 
explanation neceflary. C. 
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And heavy heart with comfort doth rejoyce. 

Who would not to this vertue rather yeeld his voice ? 

46. 

At laft arriving by the liftes fide, 

Shee with her rod did foftly finite the raile. 
Which ftraight flew ope and gave her way to ride. 
Eftfoones out of her Coch fhe gan availe/ 
And pacing fairely forth did bid all haile 
Firft to her brother, whom fhe loved deare. 
That fo to fee him made her heart to quaile ; 
And next to Cambell, whofe fad ruefull cheare 

Made her to change her hew, and hidden love f appeare, 

47- 
They lightly her requit, (for fmall delight 

They had as then her long to entertaine) 

And eft them turned both againe to fight : 

Which when fhe faw, downe on the bloudy plaine 

Her felfe fhe threw, and teares gan flied amame ; 

Amongfl her teares immixing prayers meeke. 

And with her prayers reafbns, to reflraine 

From blouddy flrife ; and blefled peace to feeke. 

By all that unto them was deare, did them befeeke. 

48. 

But when as all might nought with them prevaile, 
Shee fmote them lightly with her powrefull wand : 
Then fuddenly, as if their hearts did faile. 
Their wrathfull blades downe fell out of their hand. 
And they, like men aflonifht, flill did fland. 
Thus whilefl their minds were doubtfully diflraught. 
And mighty fpirites bound with mightier band. 
Her golden cup to them for drinke fhe raught,** 

* fi^ gan avai/e,] She began to defcend. We have already had to 
'• avale " employed in the fcnfe of to alight from horfeback : fee vol. ii.. 
p. 242. Here Spenfer purpofely miifpels the word. C. 

** for drinke Jhe raugbt.'] She reached or extended: fee vol. ii. p. 
143, and various other unnoted places. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



140 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. 4. 

Whereof, full glad for thirft, ech drunk an harty draught. 

49. 

Of which fo foone as they once tailed had. 
Wonder it is that fudden change to fee : 
Inftead of ftrokes, each other kifTed glad. 
And lovely haulft,' from feare of treafon free. 
And plighted hands for ever friends to be. 
When all men faw this fudden change of things, 
So mortall foes fo friendly to agree. 
For paffing joy, which fo great marvaile brings. 

They all gan ihout aloud, that all the heaven rings. 

50. 

All which when gentle Canacee beheld. 
In haft fhe from her lofty chaire defcended. 
To weet what fudden tidings was befeld : 
Where when fhe faw that cruell war fo ended. 
And deadly foes fb faithfully affrended. 
In lovely wife fhe gan that Lady greet. 
Which had fo great difmay fo well amended ; 
And entertaining her with curt'fies meet, 

Profeft to her true friendfhip and afFedtion fweet. 

51- 
Thus when they all accorded goodly were. 

The trumpets founded, and they all arofe. 

Thence to depart with glee and gladfome chere. 

Thofe warlike champions both together chofe 

Homeward to march, themfelves there to repofe ; 

And wife Cambina, taking by her fide 

Faire Canacee as frefh as morning rofe, 

* Jnd lovely haulft,'\ Embraced , hung lovingly on each other's neck. 
So» in G. Douglas, p. 34, line 52, edition 1710 : — 

** And can the for to hals and imbrace." 

«' Halst the hatojey the throat or neck. Thence to hals or benofe^ to 
embrace." Church. As Richardfon fhows, ** hals " b the neck in 
Goth. A. S. Germ. Swediih, and Dutch. C. 
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Unto her Coch remounting, home did ride, 
Admir'd of all the people and much glorifide. 

Where making joyous feaft theire dales they (pent 
In perfeft love, devoide of hatefull ftrife, 
AUide with bands of mutuall couplement ; 
For Triamond had Canacee to wife. 
With whom he ledd a long and happie life ; 
And Cambel tooke Cambina to his fere,' 
The which as life were to each other liefe. 
So all alike did love, and loved were. 

That fince their days fuch lovers were not found elfwere. 

' tooke Cambina to bis fere. "l "Fere" is companion i but it aUb 
means toife and bujband: fee vol. ii. p. 23. In the next line *' licfe" 
is dear — they were as dear as life to each other. Milton, in his ** Pen- 
ferofo ** adopts Spcnfer's words '* who had Canace to wife." C. 
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Satyrane makes a Tumeyment 

For love of Florimell: 
Britomart winnes the prize from all^ 

And Artegall doth quell. 




iT often fals, (as here it earft befell) 

That mortall foes doe turne to faithfiill 

frends. 
And friends profeft are chaungd to foe- 
men fell : 

The caufe of both of both their minds depends. 
And th' end of both likewife of both their ends ; 
For cnmitie, that of no ill proceeds 
But of occafion, with th' occafion ends. 
And friendfhip, which a faint aflfedlion breeds 
Without regard of good, dyes like ill grounded feeds. 

2. 

That well (me feemes) appeares by that of late 
Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell ; 
As als by this ;■ that now a new debate 
Stird up twixt Blandamour and Paridell,** 

• As als by this,'] Al/o. The firft folio rcdlificd it thus ; as Spcn- 
(er's own edition reads els, and fome read el/e. Saxon als for al/o is 
frequent in Chaucer. Todd. We might perhaps retain els, in the 
fenfc of befides, or otherwife, C. 

** Stird up twixt Blandamour and Paridell.] See F. Q^ iv. xii. 1 1 » 
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The which by courfe befak me here to tell : 
Who, having thofe two other Knights efplde 
Marching afore, as ye remember well. 
Sent forth their Squire to have them both defcride. 
And eke thofe maiked Ladies riding them bcfide. 

3- 
Who backe returning told, as he had feene. 

That they were doughtie knights of dreaded name. 

And thofe two Ladies their two loves unfeene ; 

And therefore wifht them without blot or blame 

To let them pafle at will, for dread of fhame. 

But Blandamour full of vainglorious fpright. 

And rather ftird by his difcordfuU Dame, 

Upon them gladly would have prov'd his might. 

But that he yet was fore of his late lucklefTe fight. 

4- 

Yet nigh approching he them fowle befpake, 
Di{gracing them, him felfe thereby to grace. 
As was his wont ; fo weening way to make 
To Ladies love wherefo he came in place. 
And with lewd termes their lovers to deface : 
Whofe fharpe provokement them incenft fo fore. 
That both were bent if avenge his ufage bafe. 
And gan their fhields addrefle them felves afore ; 

For evill deedes may better then bad words be bore. 

5- 
But faire Cambina with perfwafions myld 

Did mitigate the fiercenefle of their mode. 

That for the prefent they were reconcyl'd, 

&c. Inftead of Blandamour ^ it is printed Scudamour in all the old edi- 
tions, excepting that of the folio in 1679. Cambell and iTriamond are 
an inftance of cntnity, proceeding of no ills Blandamour and Paridell» of 
friendfhip which regards no good, Upton. There is no doubt that 
Scudamour is a mifprint ; and in his folio 161 1, Drayton marked under 
the name, as if it were wrong, but did not place any other in his mar- 
gin : he might have found the right name in the next ftanza. C. 
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And gan to treate of deeds of armes abrode. 
And ftrange adventures, all the way they rode : 
Amongft the which they told, as then befell. 
Of that great turney which was blazed brode. 
For that rich girdle of faire Florimell, 

The prize of her which did in beautie moft excell. 

6. 

To which folke-mote* they all with one confent, 
Sith each of them his Ladie had him by, 
Whofe beautie each of them thought excellent. 
Agreed to travell, and their fortunes try. 
So as they paffed forth they did efpy 
One in bright armes with ready fpeare in reft. 
That toward them his courfe feem'd to apply ; 
Gainft whom Sir Paridell himfelfe addreft. 

Him weening, ere he nigh approcht, to have repreft. 

Which th' other feeing gan his courfe relent. 
And vaunted fpeare eftfoones to difadvaunce. 
As if he naught but peace and pleafure ment. 
Now falne into their fellowfhip by chance ; 
Whereat they (hewed curteous countenaunce. 
So as he rode with them accompanide. 
His roving eie did on the Lady glaunce 
Which Blandamour had riding by his fide : 

Whom fure he weend that he fom wher tofore had eide. 

8. 

It was to weete that fnowy Florimell, 

Which Ferrau late** from Braggadochio wonne ; 
Whom he now feeing, her remembred well, 

* To fvbicb foike-mote.'] This is, perhaps, the only inlUnce in which 
** folke-mote" appears in poetry; but Spenfer has it again in profe in 
his " View of the State of Ireland," where he himfelf tranflates it *• a 
meeting of folk,*' or people : both parts of the word are from the A . S. C* 

* Which Ferrau /ate,] The name is mifprinted Ferrat in the 4to. 
1596; but the error was afterwards fet right. The Florimell of the 
preceding line is, of courfe, the falfe Florimell. C. 
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How having reft her from the witches fonne, 
He foone her loft : wherefore he now begunne 
To challenge her anew, as his owne prize. 
Whom formerly he had in battell wonne. 
And proiFer made by force her to reprize ; 
Which fcornefull oiFer Blandamour gan foone defpize ; 

9- 
And faid, " Sir Knight, fith ye this Lady clame. 

Whom he that hath were loth to lofe fo light, 

(For fo to lofe a Lady were great fhame) 

Yee fhall her winne, as I have done, in fight : 

And lo ! fhee fhall be placed here in fight. 

Together with this Hag befide her fet. 

That who fo winnes her may her have by right ; 

But he fhall have the Hag that is ybet. 

And with her alwaies ride, till he another get." 

10. 

That offer pleafed all the company : 

So Florimell with Ate forth was brought. 

At which they all gan laugh full merrily ; 

But Braggadochio faid, he never thought 

For fuch an Hag, that feemed worft then nought. 

His perfon to emperill fo in fight : 

But if to match that Lady they had fought 

Another like, that were like faire and bright. 

His life he then would fpend to juftifie his right. 

II. 

At which his vaine excufe they all gan fmile. 
As fcorning his unmanly cowardize ; 
And Florimell him fowly gan revile. 
That for her fake refus'd to enterprize 
The battell, ofFred in fo knightly wize : 
And Ate eke provokt him privily 
With love of her, and fhame of fuch mefprize. 
But nought he car'd for friend or enemy ; 

III. L 
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For in bafe mind nor friendfhip dwels nor enmity. 

12. 

But Cambell thus did fhut up all in jeft : 

" Brave Knights and Ladies, certes, yc doe wrong 
To ftirre up ftrife when moft us needeth reft, 
That we may us referve both frefh and ftrong 
Againft the Turneiment which is not long,* 
When who fo lift to fight may fight his fill : 
Till then your challenges ye may prolong ; 
And then it fhall be tried, if ye will, 

Whether fliall have the Hag, br hold the Lady ftUl." 

They all agreed : fo, turning all to game 

And pleafaunt bord,' they paft forth on their way ; 
And all that while, where fo they rode or came. 
That mafked Mock-knight was their fport and play. 
Till that at length, upon th' appointed day 
Unto the place of turneyment they came ; 
Where they before them found in frefh aray 
Manie a brave knight and manie a dainde dame, 

Aflembled for to get the honour of that game. 

14- 
There this faire crewe arriving did divide 

Them felves afunder : Blandamour with thofe 
Of his on th' one, the reft on th' other fide : 
But boaftful Braggadochio rather chofe. 
For glorie vaine, their fellowfliip to lofe. 
That men on him the more might gaze alone. 



' Againft the Turneiment which is not longJ] The fame mode of 
fpeaking occurs in the verfe which is the burthen of the fong in the 
•* Prothalamion :" — 

" Againft the bridale day, which is not long." 
That is, approaching, near at hand. T. Warton. 

^ And pleafaunt hordJ] And pleafant^^. "Bord** is, perhaps, more 
properly fpelt bourd, from the Fr. bourde, a gibe or quip. It not un- 
frequently occurs in Spenfer, and in older and later poets. C. 
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The reft them felves in troupes did elfe difpofe. 
Like as it feemed beft to every one : 
The knights in couples marcht with ladies linckt attone. 

Then firft of all forth came Sir Satyrane, 
Bearing that precious relicke in an arke 
Of gold, that bad eyes might it not prophane ; 
Which drawing foftly forth out of the darke. 
He open fhewd, that all men it mote marke : 
A gorgeous girdle, curioufly emboft 
With pearle and precious ftone, worth many a marke ; 
Yet did the workmanfliip farre pafle the coft : 

It was the fame which lately Florimel had loft. 

16. 

The fame aloft he hung in open vew, 
To be the prize of beautie and of might ; 
The which, eftfbones difcovered, to it drew 
The eyes of all, allur'd with clofe delight, 
And hearts quite robbed with fo glorious fight. 
That all men threw out vowes and wiflies vaine. 
Thrife happie Ladie, and thrife happie knight. 
Them feemd that could Co goodly riches gaine. 

So worthie of the perill, worthy of the paine. 

Then tookc the bold Sir Satyrane in hand 

An huge great fpeare, fuch as he wont to wield. 
And vauncing forth from all the other band 
Of knights addreft his maiden-headed fliield,' 
Shewing him felfe all ready for the field. 
Gainft whom there fingled from the other fide 
A Painim knight that well in armes was Ikild, 
And had in many a battell oft bene tride, 

* addreft bis maiden-beaded fl?ield,'\ So all the editions. Poflibtyy 
">/jr-hcadcd." Sec F. Q. iii. vii. 30. Church. " Addreft" here 
means, that he prepared hinuelf hj taking his ihield on his arm. C. 
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Hight Bruncheval the bold, who fierfly forth did ride. 

18. 

So furioufly they both together met. 

That neither could the others force fuftaine. 
As two fierce Buls, that ftrive the rule to get 
Of all the heard, meete with fo hideous maine, 
That both rebutted tumble on the plaine : 
So thefe two champions to the ground were feld ; 
Where in a maze they both did long remaine. 
And in their hands their idle troncheons held. 

Which neither able were to wag, or once to weld. 

Which when the noble Ferramont efpide. 
He pricked forth in ayd of Satyran ; 
And him againft Sir Blandamour did ride 
With all the ftrength and ftifnefle that he can : 
But the more ftrong and ftiiFely that he ran. 
So much more forely to the ground he fell. 
That on an heape were tumbled horfe and man. 
Unto whofe refcue forth rode Paridell ; 

But him likewife with that fame fpeare he eke did quell. 

20. 

Which Braggadocchio feeing had no will 
To haften greatly to his parties ayd, 
Albee his tume were next ; but ftood there ftill. 
As one that feemed doubtfull or difmayd : 
But Triamond, halfe wroth to fee him ftaid. 
Sternly ftept forth, and raught away his fpeare. 
With which fo fore he Ferramont aflaid. 
That horfe and man to ground he quite did beare. 

That neither could in haft themfelves againe upreare. 

21. 

Which to avenge Sir Devon him did dight. 
But with no better fortune then the reft ; 
For him likewife he quickly downe did fmight : 
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And after him Sir Douglas him addreft ; 
And after him Sir Palimord** forth preft : 
But none of them againft his ilrokes could (land ; 
But, all the more, the more his praife increft. 
For either they were left uppon the land. 

Or went away fore wounded of his haplefle hand. 

22. 

And now by this Sir Satyrane abraid* 

Out of the fwowne, in which too long he lay ; 

And looking round about, like one difmaid, 

When as he faw the mercileffe aiFray 

Which doughty Triamond had wrought that day 

Unto the noble Knights of Maidenhead, 

His mighty heart did aknoft rend in tway 

For very gall, that rather wholly dead 

Himfelfe he wifht have beene then in fo bad a ftead. 

Eftfoones he gan to gather up around 

His weapons which lay fcattered all abrode. 
And, as it fell, his fteed he ready found : 
On whom remounting fiercely forth he rode. 
Like fparke of fire that from the andvile glode,^ 

** JfiJ after bim Sir PalimordJ] It is Pdiumord in the 4to. but 
amended to Palimord afterwards. C. 

' Sir Satyrane abraid,"] Awaked. Chaucer ufes abraidey and braide, 
(or atoakenedyftirred up, Anglo-Sax. abredian, braedan, educere, ex- 
pergefacere. Upton. Richardfon gives the tranflation of abrediaity 
arripere, deripcre. To awake feems» properly, only a confequential 
fenic of the word. C. 

^ Like fparke of fire that from the andvile glodeJ] Spenier undoubt- 
edly borrowed *'glode" from the following pafiage of Chaucer, "Rime 
ofSirThopas:"— 

" His goode ftede he al beftrode 
** And forth upon his way he glode, 
** As fparcle out of bronde." 
Our author has here plainly borrowed the thought, as well as the par- 
ticular word in quellion, which, however, he has difierently applied. 
May not " glode" be the prcter-imperfeft tcnfe o^ glide? Gower has 
uied this word in the fame manner, and mofl beautifully. He is fpeak- 
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There where he faw the valiant Triamond 
Chafing, and laying on them heavy lode. 
That none his force were able to withftond. 

So dreadfuU were his ftrokes, fo deadly was his hond. 

24. 

With that, at him his beam-like fpeare he aimed,' 
And thereto all his power and might applide : 
The wicked fteele, for mifchiefe firft ordained. 
And having now misfortune got for guide. 
Staid not till it arrived in his fide. 
And therein made a very griefly wound. 
That flreames of blood his armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with that direfull flound. 

That fcarfe he him upheld from falling in a found. 

Yet, as he might, himfelfe he foft withdrew 
Out of the field, that none perceiv'd it plaine. 



ing of Medea going out at midnight to gather herbs for her incantations, 
" Confefs. Am." L, v. fol. 105, ed. 1554:— 
" And /pecbeles, upon the gras 
" She OLODE forth, as an adder dothT T. Warton, 
Chaucer, in " The Squiers Tale," v, 10707, as Richardfon fhows, 
alfo ufes " glode"as the paft tenfe of to glide i but he does not intro- 
duce this remarkable paiTage in Spenfer as an example to the fame efiedl. 
It is indifputable, however, that at a very early date to glow was in 
common ufe, and Chaucer employs the pad tenfe of that verb when 
fpeaking of Ly curgus : — 

** The cercles of his eyen in his hcd 

*' They glotoeden betwixen yelwc and red, 

" And like a griffon loked he about." 

'« Knight's Tale," v. 2133. 
Therefore, it is poflible that Spenfer wrote " glodc"for^/(?a'^^, in order 
that, to the eye as well as to the ear, it might rhyme with ** rode" in 
the preceding line. We are not quite fatisfied that even in the paflagc 
cited by Warton, from the "Rime of Sir Thopas," " glode" is not to 
be taken as glowed— he glowed or burned upon his way " as fparkle out 
ofbrond." C. 

* fFM that, at him bis beam-like fpeare be aimed,"] Nobody feoms 
to have taken notice here of a lingular mifprint, which was firfl cured in 
the folio 1609 : in the 410. 1596 " beam-like" is bravelike. C. 
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Then gan the part of Chalengers anew 
To range the field, and vidlorlike to raine. 
That none againft them battell durft maintaine : 
By that the gloomy evening on them fell. 
That forced them from fighting to refraine. 
And trumpets found to ceafe did them compell. 

So Satyrane that day was judg'd to beare the bell. 

26. 

The morrow next the Turney gan anew ; 
And with the firft the hardy Satyrane 
Appear'd in place, with all his noble crew. 
On th' other fide full many a warlike fwaine 
Afl!embled were, that glorious prize to gaine : 
But mongft them all was not Sir Triamond; 
Unable he new battell to darraine. 
Through grievaunce of his late received wound. 

That doubly did him grieve when fo himfelfe he found. 

27. 

Which Cambell feeing, though he could not falve, 
Ne done imdoe, yet, for to falve his name 
And purchafe honour in his friends behalve. 
This goodly counterfefaunce he did frame : 
The fhield and armes, well knowne to be the fame 
Which Triamond had worne, unwares to wight. 
And to his friend unwift, for doubt of blame 
If he mifdid, he on himfelfe did dight. 

That none could him difcerne; and fo went forth to 
fight. 

28. 

There Satyrane Lord of the field he found. 
Triumphing in great joy and jollity, 
Gainft whom none able was to ftand on ground ; 
That much he gan his glorie to envy. 
And caft t' avenge his friends indignity. 
A mightie fpeare eftfoones at him he bent ; 
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Who, feeing him come on fo furioufly. 
Met him mid-way with equall hardiment, 

That forcibly to ground they both together went. 

29. 

They up againe them felves can lightly reare. 
And to their tryed (words them felves betake ; 
With which they wrought fuch wondrous marvels 

there, 
That all the reft it did amazed make, 
Ne any dar'd their perill to partake ; 
Now cuffling clofe," now chacing to and fro. 
Now hurtling round advantage for to take : 
As two wild Boares together grapling go, 

Chaufing and foming choler each againft his fo, 

30. . 

So as they courft, and turneyd here and theare. 
It chaunft Sir Satyrane his fteed at laft. 
Whether through foundring or through fbdein feare. 
To ftumble, that his rider nigh he caft ; 
Which vauntage Cambell did purfue fo faft. 
That, ere him felfe he had recovered well. 
So fore he fowft him on the compaft creaft," 



°» Now cuffiing clofe,'] The folio of 1 679 reads cuffing; to which, though 
of little authority, Mr. Upton alfo has conformed. All the reft read 
cuffling, Mr. Upton fuppofes that Spenfer might have written fcuffling. 
I rather think " cuffing" to be the true reading; which indeed appears 
to have been ufcd ior /cuffling in former days. See the Englifli part of 
Cotgrave's Fr. Didb. in v. To cufe^ s'entrebattre, &c. And in the 
French part, s'entrebattre is rendered ** to fight, to fcuffle with one 
another." Todd. It is cuffiing in the folio 1 6 1 1 ; and as *' cuffling ** 
may have been Spenfer's word, we do not run the rifle of changing it. C. 

*> on the compaft creaft,'] That is, the round part of his helmet. So 
he ufes " compaft" for round: — 

** Although the compaft world were fought around." 
See " The Ruines of Time," St. 6 ; and " Daphnaida," St. 4. Church. 
So Shakefpeare fpeaks of " a compajfed window," in •' Troilus and Cref- 
fida," A. i. Sc. 2, meaning a round or bow-window ; in ** The Taming 
of the Shrew,'* A. iv. Sc. 3, he has a ** compajfed cape" for a round cape. 

C. 
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That forced him to leave his loftie fell. 
And rudely tumbling downe under his horfe feete fell. 

Lightly Cambello leapt downe from his fteed 
For to have rent his fhield and armes away, 
That whylome wont to be the viftors meed ; 
When all unwares he felt an hideous (way 
Of many fwords that lode on him did lay. 
An hundred knights had him enclofed round. 
To refcue Satyrane out of his pray. 
All which at once huge ftrokes on him did pound. 

In hope to take him prifoner where he ftood on ground. 

He with their multitude was nought difmayd. 
But with ftout courage tumd upon them all. 
And with his brondiron round about him layd ; 
Of which he dealt large almes, as did befall. 
Like as a Lion, that by chaunce doth fall 
Into the hunters toile, doth rage and rore. 
In royall heart difdaining to be thrall : 
But all in vaine ; for what might, one do more ? 

They have him taken captive, though it grieve him fore. 

33- 
Whereof when newes to Triamond was brought 

There as he lay, his wound he foone forgot. 

And ftarting up ftreight for his armour fought : 

In vaine he fought, for there he found it not ; 

Cambello it away before had got. 

Cambelloes armes therefore he on him threw. 

And lightly iflewd forth to take his lot. 

There he in troupe found all that warlike crew. 

Leading his friend away, full forie to his vew. 

34- 
Into the thickeft of that knightly preafle 

He thruft, and fmote downe all that was betweene. 
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Caried with fervent zeale ; ne did he ceafle. 
Till that he came where he had Cambell feene 
Like captive thral two other Knights atweene : 
There he amongft them cruell havocke makes. 
That they which lead him foone enforced beene 
To let him loofe to fave their proper ftakes ; 
Who, being freed, from one a weapon fiercely takes. 

With that he drives at them with dreadfuU might. 
Both in remembrance of his friends late harme. 
And in revengement of his owne defpight : 
So both together give a new allarme. 
As if but now the battell wexed warme. 
As when two greedy Wolves doe breake by force 
Into an heard, farre from the hufband farme,"" 
They fpoile and ravine without all remorfe : 

So did thefe two through all the field their foes enforce. 

Fiercely they foUowd on their bolde emprize. 
Till trumpets found did warne them all to reft ; 
Then all with one confent did yeeld the prize 
To Triamond and Cambell as the beft : 
But Triamond to Cambell it releft. 
And Cambell it to Triamond transferd. 
Each labouring t' advance the others geft. 
And make his praife before his owne preferd : 

So that the doome was to another day diflFerd. 

37- 
The laft day came, when all thofe knightes againe 
Aflembled were their deedes of armes to fhew. 
Full many deedes that day were fhewed plaine ; 

® farre from the hufband farme^ Perhaps there ought properly to 
be a hyphen between •* hufband"and " forme;" but the meaning is 
evident, and we may take '' hufband" in the fenfe of hufbandman. 
The '' hufband farme'* may mean the forme-hufband. C. 
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But Satyrane, bove all the other crew, 
His wondrous worth declared in all mens view. 
For from the firft he to the laft endured ; 
And though fome while Fortune from him withdrew. 
Yet evermore his honour he recured. 
And with unwearied powre his party ftill affured. 

38. 

Ne was there Knight that ever thought of armes. 
But that his utmoft prowefle there made knowen : 
That, by their many wounds and careleffe harmes. 
By fhivered fpeares and fwords all under ftrowen. 
By fcattered fhields, was eafie to be fhowen. 
There might ye fee loofe fteeds at randon ronne, 
Whofe lucklefle riders late were overthrowen ; 
And fquiers make haft to helpe their Lords for- 
donne : 

But ftill the Knights of Maidenhead the better wonne ; 

39- 
Till that there entered on the other fide 

A ftraunger knight, from whence no man could reed. 

In quyent difguife full hard to be defcride ; 

For all his armour was like falvage weed 

With woody mofle bedight, and all his fteed 

With oaken leaves attrapt, that feemed fit 

For falvage wight : and thereto well agreed 

His word, which on his ragged fhield was writ, 

Salvagejfe Jans finejfey fhewing fecret wit. 

'40. 

He, at his firft incomming, charged his fpere 
At him that firft appeared in his fight ; 
That was to weet the ftout Sir Sangliere, 
Who well was knowen to be a valiant Knight, 
Approved oft in many a perlous fight. 
Him at the firft encounter downe he fmote. 
And overbore beyond his crouper quight ; 
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And after him another Knight, that hote 

Sir Brianor, fo fore that none him life behote.P 

41. 

Then, ere his hand he reard, he overthrew 
Seven Knights, one after other as they came : 
And, when his fpeare was bruft, his fword he drew, 
The inftrument of wrath, and with the fame 
Far'd like a lyon in his bloodie game. 
Hewing and flaftiing fhields and helmets bright. 
And beating downe what ever nigh him came. 
That every one gan fhun his dreadfull fight. 

No lefle then death it felfe, in daungerous affright. 

42. 

Much wondred all men what or whence he came, 
That did amongft the troupes fo tyrannize. 
And each of other gan inquire his name ; 
But when they could not learne it by no wize, 
Moft aniwerable to his wyld difguize 
It feemed him to terme the falvage knight : 
But certes his right name was otherwize. 
Though knowne to few that Arthegall he hight, 

The doughtieft knight that liv'd that day, and moft of 

might. 

43- 
Thus was Sir Satyrane with all his band 

By his fole manhood and atchievement ftout 

Difmay'd, that none of them in field durft ftand. 

But beaten were and chafed all about. 

So he continued all that day throughout. 

Till evening that the Sunne gan downward bend : 

Then rufhed forth out of the thickeft rout 



P that none him life lebote.'] " Behote" is the paft tenfc of " bc- 
hight," and here, as in vol. ii. p. 125, mtsms promifed : fee alfo the 
fame vol. p. 219. Sir Brianor was fo forely wounded that no one 
could promife him life. C. 
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A ftranger knight, that did his glorie fhend.** 
So nought may be efteemed happie till the end. 

44. 
He at his entrance charg'd his powrefull ipeare 
At Artegall, in middeft of his pryde. 
And therewith fmote him on his Umbriere ' 
So fore, that tombling backe he downe did flyde 
Over his horfes taile above a ftryde ; 
Whence litle luft he had to rife againe : 
Which Cambell feeing much the fame envyde. 
And ran at him with all his might and maine ; 
But fhortly was likewife feene lying on the plaine. 

45- 
Whereat full inly wroth was Triamond, 

And caft t* evenge the (hame doen to his freend ; 

But by his friend himfelfe eke foone he fond 

In no leffe neede of helpe then him, he weend. 

All which when Blandamour from end to end 

Beheld, he woxe therewith difpleafed fore. 

And thought in mind it fhortly to amend : 

His fpeare he feutred,' and at him it bore, 

But with no better fortune then the reft afore. 

46. 

Full many others at him likewife ran. 

But all of them likewife difmounted were ; 

^ that did bis glorie JhendJ] The verb " fhend " has already occurred 
fo often that it is hardly necefTary to remind the reader that one of its 
moft ufual fenfes is to difgrace, C. 

' /mote bim on bis Umbriere,'] The umbriere is that part of the 
helmet that prote£b or fhades the face : we have had it before in F. Q^ 
B. iii. C. i. St. 42 ; vol. ii. p. 352. C. 

• His fpeare be feutredJ] Madebis /pear ready. See the iixth ftanza : 
** Witb ready fpeare in reft,^^ The phraie is in the romance of*' King 
Arthur," fol. edit, without date, fign. H. i. " They fewtred their 
fpeares:^ See alfo F. Q. iv. vi, 10. 0\A¥f.feutrer. Todd. The 
proper meaning feems to be, ** His fpcar he prepared,^* Hence ^feto- 
terer is a perfon who educates or prepares dogs for the chafe, and has the 
charge of them. C. 
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Ne certes wonder, for no powre of man 
Could bide the force of that enchaunted ipeare. 
The which this famous Britomart did beare ; 
With which fhe wondrous deeds of arms atchieved, 
And overthrew what ever came her neare. 
That all thofe ftranger knights full fore agrieved. 
And that late weaker band of chalengers relieved. 

47- 
Like as in fommers day, when raging heat 

Doth burne the earth and boyled rivers drie, 

That all brute beafts, forft to refrain fro meat. 

Doe hunt for fhade, where fhrowded they may lie. 

And, miffing it, faine from themfelves to flie ; 

All travellers tormented are with paine : 

A watry cloud doth overcaft the fkie. 

And poureth forth a fudden fhoure of raine. 

That all the wretched world recomforteth againe. 

48. 

So did the warlike Britomart reftore 

The prize to knights of Maydenhead that day. 
Which elfe was like to have bene loft, and bore 
The prayfe of proweffe from them all away. 
Then fhrilling trompets loudly gan to bray. 
And bad them leave their labours and long toyle 
To joyous feaft and other gentle play. 
Where beauties prize fhold win that pretious fpoyle : 

Where I with found of trompe will alfo reft awhyle. 
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CANTO V. 

The Ladies for the girdle Jhrive 

of famous Florimell: 
Scudamour^ comming to Cares Houfe^ 

doth Jleepe from him expelL 




\T hath bene through all ages ever feene. 
That with the praife of armes and che- 

valrie 
The prize of beautie ftill hath joyned 
beene; 

And that for reafons fpeciall privitee. 
For either doth on other much relie : 
For he, me feemes, moft fit the faire to ferve. 
That can her beft defend from villenie ; 
And fhe moft fit his fervice doth deferve. 
That faireft is, and from her faith will never fwerve. 

2. 

So fitly now here commeth next in place. 
After the proofe of prowefle ended well. 
The controverfe of beauties foveraine grace ; 
In which to her that doth the moft excell. 
Shall fall the girdle of faire Florimell ; 
That many wifti to win for glorie vaine. 
And not for vertuous ufe, which fome doe tell 
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That glorious belt did in it felfe containe, 
Which Ladies ought to love, and feeke for to obtaine. 

3- 
That girdle gave the vertue of chaft love. 

And wivehood true, to all that did it beare ; 

But whofoever contrarie doth prove. 

Might not the fame about her middle weare, 

But it would loofe, or elfe a funder teare. 

Whilome it was (as Faeries wont report) 

Dame Venus girdle, by her fteemed deare 

What time fhe ufd to live in wively fort. 

But layd afide when fo fhe ufd her loofer fport. 

4- 

Her hufband Vulcan whylome for her fake, 
When firft he loved her with heart entire. 
This pretious ornament, they fay, did make. 
And wrought in Lemno* with unquenched fire ; 
And afterwards did for her loves firft hire 
Give it to her, for ever to remaine. 
Therewith to bind lafcivious defire. 
And loofe afFedions ftreightly to reftraine ; 

Which vertue it for ever after did retaine. 

5- 
The fame one day, when fhe her felfe difpofd 

To vifite her beloved Paramoure, 

The God of warre, fhe from her middle loofd. 

And left behind her in her fecret bowre 

On Acidalian mount,** where many an howre 

■ jittd wrought iff Lemno.'] So all the old editions, until the folio 
161 1, when "Lemno" became Lemnos. If Spcnfcr chofc to write 
** Lemno," there can be no fufficient reafon for altering the word. C. 

^ On Acidalian mount,"] That is, on a mount near the brook [or well] 
Acidalus, where the Graces ufed to refort. See Virgil, iEn. i. 724 : 
" Matris Acidalia^^ My old quarto edition here reads Acidaliam and 
another, of the fame date, Aridalian^ which blunder runs through the 
folio editions. Upton. No 4to. 1 596, that we have been able to meet 
with, reads Aridalian: but all rightly "Acidalian." C. 
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She with the pleafant Graces wont to play. 
There Florimell, in her firft ages flowre, 
Was foftered by thofe Graces, (as they fay) 

And brought with her from thence that goodly belt away. 

6. 

That goodly belt was Ceftus hight by name/ 
And as her life by her efteemed deare : 
No wonder then, if that to winne the fame 
So many Ladies fought, as fhall appeare ; 
For pearelefle fhe was thought that did it beare. 
And now by this their feaft all being ended, 
The judges, which thereto feleded were, 
Into the Martian field adowne defcended 

To deeme this doutfull cafe, for which they all contended. 

7- 
But firft was queftion made, which of thofe Knights 

That lately turneyd had the wager wonne ? 

There was it judged, by thofe worthie wights, 

That Satyrane the firft day beft had donne ; 

For he laft ended, having firft begonne. 

The fecond was to Triamond behight. 

For that he fav'd the viftour from fordonne : 

For Cambell viftour was in all mens fight. 

Till by mifhap he in his foemens hand did light. 

8. 

The third dayes prize unto that ftraunger Knight, 
Whom all men term'd Knight of the Hebene fpeare, 
To Britomart was given by good right ; 
For that with puiflant ftroke fhe downe did beare 
The Salvage Knight that vigour was whileare. 
And all the reft which had the beft afore, 

* taas Ceftus hight by name.'] By an error of the prefs, fimilar to 
that of Jridalian, fome of Spenler's own editions read Ceftas, and fome 
Ceftus, Todd. It is C eft as in the folios 1609 and 1611 ; but Dray- 
ton, in his copy of the latter, amended Ceftas to " Ceftus." C. 

III. M 
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And to the laft unconquer'd did appeare ; 
For laft is deemed beft. To her therefore 
The fayreft Ladie was adjudgd for Paramore. 

9- 
But thereat greatly grudged Arthegall, 

And much repynd, that both of viftors meede 

And eke of honour fhe did him foreftall : 

Yet mote he not withftand what was decreede ; 

But inly thought of that defpightfull deede 

Fit time t' awaite avenged for to bee. 

This being ended thus, and all agreed, 

Then next enfew'd the Paragon to fee 

Of beauties praife, and yeeld the fayreft her due fee. 

10. 

Then firft Cambello brought into their view 
His faire Cambina, covered with a veale ; 
Which, being once withdrawne, moft perfeft hew 
And pafting beautie did eftfoones reveale, 
That able was weake harts away to fteale. 
Next did Sir Triamond unto their fight 
The face of his deare Canacee unheale \^ 
Whofe beauties beame eftfoones did fhine fo bright. 

That daz'd the eyes of all as with exceeding light. 

II. 

And after her did Paridell produce 

His falfe Duefla, that fhe might be feene ; 
Who vdth her forged beautie did feduce 
The hearts of fome that faireft her did weene. 
As diverfe wits afFefted divers beene. 
Then did Sir Ferramont unto them fhew 
His Lucida, that was full faire and fheene : 
And after thefe an hundred Ladies moe 

Appeared in place, the which each other did outgoe. 

** bis deare Canacee unbeale."] i. c. uncover ^ or di/piay to view. See 
vol. ii. p. 326, where ** unhele" occurs precifely in the fame fenfe. C. 



I 
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12. 

All which who fo dare thinke for to enchace, 
Him needeth fure a golden pen, I weene, 
To tell the feature of each goodly face ; 
For, fince the day that they created beene, 
So many heavenly faces were not feene 
Aflembled in one place : ne he that thought 
For Chian folke to pourtraift beauties Queene,'' 
By view of all the faireft to him brought, 

So many faire did fee as here he might have fought. 

At laft, the moft redoubted Britonefle 
Her lovely Amoret did open fhew ; 
Whofe face, difcovered, plainely did exprefle 
The heavenly pourtraift of bright Angels hew. 
Well weened all, which her that time did vew. 
That fhe fhould furely beare the bell away ; 
Till Blandamour, who thought he had the trew 
And very Florimell, did her diiplay. 

The fight of whom once feene did all the reft difmay. 

14. 

For all afore that feemed fay re and bright. 
Now bafe and contemptible did appeare, 
Compar'd to her that fhone as Phebes light 



' For Cbian folke to pourtraiB beauties ^eene.] See Ovid, Am. 
L. ill. 401. Spenier alludes to this (lory in his Sonnet which he fent 
to the Jadies of the Court with his " Faerie Queenc," — " The Chian 
peinftcr, &c." The Chian painter, or rather Coan, was Apclles. The 
learned traveller Sandys thus fays in his defcription of Coos, p. 90 : "In 
this temple [of Hippocrates] ftood that rare piAure of Venus, naked, as 
if newly rifing from the fea, made by Apelles • * • after removed unto 
Rome by Odavius Caefar, and dedicated unto Julius, (he being reputed 
the mother of their fomily. It is faid, that, at his drawing thereof, he 
aiTembled together the moft beautiful women of the idand, comprehend- 
ing in that his one worke their divided perfedions." Concerning this 
Himous ftatue of Venus *Avahofiiyyj, fee Burman on Ovid, Am. L. iii. 
ver. 224. And Pliny, Nat. Hift. L. xxxv. C. 10, p. 696, edit. Hard. 
Upton. See Spenfer's earlier allu(]on to Apelles in vol. i. p. 171. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 64 "THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 4. 

Amongft the leffer ftarres in evening cleare. 
All that her faw with wonder ravifht weare. 
And weend no mortall creature fhe (hould bee. 
But fome celeftiall fhape that flefh did beare : 
Yet all were glad there Florimell to fee. 
Yet thought that Florimell was not fo faire as (hee. 

IS- 
As guilefull Goldfmith that by fecret fkill 

With golden foyle doth finely over fpred 

Some bafer metall, which commend he will 

Unto the vulgar for good gold infted, 

He much more goodly glofle thereon doth fhed 

To hide his falfhood, then if it were trew : 

So hard this Idole was to be ared. 

That Florimell her felfe in all mens vew 

She feem'd to pafle. So forged things do faireft fhew. 

16. 

Then was that golden belt' by doome of all 
Graunted to her, as to the fayreft Dame. 
Which being brought, about her middle fmall 
They thought to gird, as beft it her became ; 
But by no meanes they could it thereto frame : 
For, ever as they faftned it, it loos'd 
And fell away, as feeling fecret blame. 
Full oft about her waft fhe it enclosed. 

And it as oft was from about her waft difclos'd : 

That all men wondred at the uncouth fight. 
And each one thought as to their fancies came : 
But fhe her felfe did thinke it doen for fpight, 
And touched was with fecret wrath and fhame 
Therewith, as thing deviz'd her to defame. 
Then, many other Ladies likewife tride 

*■ Then was that golden belt.'] It b ** the golden bcJt" in the folios. 
Todd. We, of courfe, follow the 410. 1 596. C. 
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About their tender loynes to knit the fame ; 

But it would not on none of them abide, 
But when they thought it faft, eftfoones it was untide. 

18. 
Which when that fcornefuU Squire of Dames did vew. 

He lowdly gan to laugh, and thus to jeft : 

" Alas ! for pittie that fo faire a crew. 

As like can not be feene from Eaft to Weft, 

Cannot find one this girdle to invert. 

Fie on the man that did it firft invent 

To fhame us all with this Ungirt unbleft /* 

Let never Ladie to his love aflent. 
That hath this day fo many fo unmanly fhent." 

Thereat all Knights gan laugh, and Ladies lowre. 

Till that at laft the gentle Amoret 

Likewife aflayd to prove that girdles powre ; 

And, having it about her middle fet. 

Did find it fit withouten breach or let : 

Whereat the reft gan greatly to envie. 

But Florimell exceedingly did fret. 

And fnatching from her hand halfe angrily 
The belt againe, about her bodie gan it tie. 

20. 
Yet nathemore would it her bodie fit ; 

Yet nathelefle to her, as her dew right. 

It yielded was by them that judged it ; 

And fhe her felfe adjudged to the Knight 

That bore the Hebene fpeare, as wonne in fight. 

But Britomart would not thereto aflent, 

K To Jhame us all with this Ungirt unbleft.] Dr. Hyde thinks that 
this Engliih faying, Ungirt^ unbleft, alluded to the facred zone of the 
Periian pricfts ; and to the zone and girdle which, in their religious 
ceremonies, they gave their youth of both fexes. This facred zone if 
they ever laid afide, they forfeited the benefits of the benedidlion : dif- 
ciniii non benedi^i, Upton. "Ungirt unbleft" was proverbial. C. 
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Ne her owne Amoret forgoe (o light 

For that ftrange Dame, whofe beauties wonderment 

She leffe efteem'd, then th' others vertuous government. 

21. 

Whom when the reft did fee her to refufe. 

They were full glad, in hope themfelves to get her : 
Yet at her choice they all did greatly mufe. 
But, after that, the judges did arret her** 
Unto the fecond beft that lov'd her better ; 
That was the Salvage Knight : but he was gone. 
In great difpleafure that he could not get her. 
Then was fhe judged Triamond his one ;* 

But Triamond lov'd Canacee, and other none. 

22. 

Tho unto Satyran (he was adjudged. 

Who was right glad to gaine fo goodly meed ; 

But Blandamour thereat full greatly grudged. 

And litle prays'd his labours evill fpeed. 

That for to winne the faddle loft the fteed. 

Ne lefle thereat did Paridell complaine. 

And thought fappeale from that which was decreed 

To fingle combat with Sir Satyrane : 

Thereto him Ate ftird, new difcord to maintaine. 

And eke, with thefe, full many other Knights 
She through her wicked working did incenfe 
Her to demaund and chalenge as their rights, 
Deferved for their perils recompenfe, 
Amongft the reft, with boaftfuU vaine pretenfe, 
Stept Braggadochio forth, and as his thrall 
Her claym'd, by him in battell wonne long fens : 



•* the judges did arret her,'\ Did ajjign her : fee vol, ii. p. 289. C. 

^ Then toas fie judged Triamond bis one.'] Hughes reads •' his ^a/f," 
and poffibly Spenfer fo intended it. Church. It ftands " his oae*^ in 
all old impreilions ; and nothing can well be more intelligible. C. 
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Whereto her felfe he did to witnefle call ; 

Who, being afkt, accordingly confefled all. 

24. 

Thereat exceeding wroth was Satyran, 
And wroth with Satyran was Blandamour, 
And wroth with Blandamour was Erivan, 
And at them both Sir Paridell did loure. 
So all together ftird up ftrifull ftoure, 
And readie were new battell to darraine : 
Each one profeft to be her paramoure. 
And vow'd with (peare and fhield it to maintaine ; 

Ne Judges powre, ne reafons rule, mote them reftraine. 

Which troublous ftirre when Satyrane aviz'd. 
He gan to caft how to appeafe the fame. 
And to accord them all this meanes deviz'd. 
Firft in the midft to fet that fayreft Dame, 
To whom each one ^ his chalenge (hould difclame. 
And he himfelfe his right would eke releafle : 
Then, looke to whom fhe voluntarie came, 
He fhould without difturbance her poflefle. 

Sweete is the love that comes alone with willingneffe. 

26. 

They all agreed ; and then that fnowy Mayd 
Was in the middeft plaft among them all : 
All on her gazing wifht, and vowd, and prayd. 
And to the Queene of beautie clofe did call. 
That fhe unto their portion might befall. 
Then, when (he long had lookt upon each one. 
As though fhe wifhed to have pleafd them all. 
At lafl to Braggadochio felfe alone 

She came of her accord, in fpight of all his fone. 

^ To whom each one,] So all the old editions read, except Spen- 
fcr's own, in which the mifprint "each once** occuts, Todd. This 
axiom is printed in italics by Todd, for which variation from every old 
copy he aiBgns no rcafon. C. 
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27. 

Which when they all beheld, they chaft, and rag'd. 
And woxe nigh mad for very harts defpight. 
That from revenge their willes they (c.arce aflwag'd : 
Some thought from him her to have reft by might ; 
Some proffer made with him for her to fight ; 
But he nought car'd for all that they could fay. 
For he their words as wind efteemed light : 
Yet not fit place he thought it there to ftay. 

But fecretly from thence that night her bore away. 

28. 

They which remaynd, fo foone as they perceived 
That fhe was gone, departed thence with fpeed. 
And followed them, in mind her to have reav'd 
From wight unworthie of fo noble meed. 
In which pourfuit how each one did fucceede. 
Shall elfe be told in order, as it fell : 
But now of Britomart it here doth neede 
The hard adventures and ftrange haps to tell. 

Since with the reft fhe went not after Florimell. 

29. 

For foone as fhe them faw to difcord fet. 
Her lift no longer in that place abide ; 
But taking with her lovely Amoret, 
Upon her firft adventure forth did ride. 
To feeke her lov'd,* making blind love her guide. 
Unluckie Mayd, to feek her enemie ! 
Unluckie Mayd, to feeke him farre and wide. 
Whom, when he was unto her felfe moft nie. 

She through his late difguizement could him not defcrie ! 

30- 
So much the more her griefe, the more her toyle : 

* To feeke her lov^dJ] Her beloved Arthcgal. So all the editions. 
Upton. This fubllantive ufe of the paflivc participle is not common in 
Englifh, but very common in German. C. 
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Yet neither toyk nor griefe flie once did fpare. 
In feeking him that ftiould her paine aflbyle ; 
Whereto great comfort in her fad misfare 
Was Amoret, companion of her care. 
Who likewife fought her lover long mifwent. 
The gentle Scudamour, whofe heart whileare 
That ftryfuU hag with gealous difcontent 
Had fild, that he to fell reveng was fully bent ; 

Bent to revenge on blamelefTe Britomart 
The crime which curfed Ate kindled earft. 
The which like thornes did pricke his gealous hart," 
And through his foule like poyfned arrow perft. 
That by no reafon it might be reverft. 
For ought that Glauce could or doe or fay : 
For aye the more that flie the fame reherft. 
The more it gauld and griev'd him night and day. 

That nought but dire revenge his anger mote defray." 

32. 

So as they travelled, the drouping night. 

Covered with cloudie ftorme and bitter fliowre. 
That dreadfull feem'd to every living wight. 
Upon them fell, before her timely howre ; 
That forced them to feeke fome covert bowre. 
Where they might hide their heads in quiet reft. 
And ftirowd their perfons from that ftormie ftowre. 
Not farre away, not meete for any gueft. 

They fpide a little cottage, like fome poore mans neft. 



™ did pricke bis gealous hart,"] So all the old editions, except Spen- 
fcr's own, which [erroneoufly] reads " ber gealous hart." Todd. 

° Tbat nougbt but dire revenge bis anger mote defray,'\ This ufe of 
the word ** defray," though he does not quote the paflage, would have 
ferved to fupport Richardlbn's notion, in his Didlionary, that ** defray is 
the reverfe oi affray, and lignifies to compofe or ieflWa fray, debate, or 
difpute." Here nothing could fettle, or fatisfy the anger of Scudamour 
but dire revenge. C. 
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33- 
Under a fteepe hilles fide it placed was. 

There where the mouldred earth had cav'd the banke ; 

And faft befide a little brooke did pas 

Of muddie water, that like puddle ftanke, 

By Which few crooked fallowes grew in ranke : 

Whereto approaching nigh, they heard the found 

Of many yron hammers beating ranke,** 

And anfwering their wearie turnes around. 

That feemed fome blackfmith dwelt in that defert ground. 

34. 
There entring in, they found the goodman felfe 

Full bufily unto his worke ybent ; 

Who was to weet a wretched wearifli elfe,^ 

With hollow eyes and rawbone cheekes forfpent. 

As if he had in prifon long bene pent : 

Full blackc and griefly did his face appeare, 

Befmeard with fmoke that nigh his eye-fight blent ; 

With rugged beard, and hoarie ftiagged heare. 

The which he never wont to combe^ or comely fheare. 

35- 
Rude was his garment, and to rags all rent, 

Ne better had he, ne for better cared : 

With bliftred hands emongft the cinders brent. 

And fingers filthie with long nayles unpared,^ 

® yron hammer i beating ranie.] A poet of a later date could hardly 
have avoided the rhyme of c/ank in this place, efpecially as we have had 
" ranke" juft above; but c/ang, and not c/ank, feems to have been in 
ufe in the time of Spenfer. C. 

P a toretcbed toearijb elfe,'\ Richardfon is of opinion that " vv^earifh" 
is formed upon the adjcftive toearyi and he interprets " weariih "^ma- 
licious, evil, curfed, (hrewifli. We may perhaps doubt the connection 
between toeary and " wearifli ;** but the examples he quotes Ihow that 
he is right as to the meaning, though Nares gives it toizen, C. 

^ toitb long nayles unpared,"] So the 4to. 1596 and the folio 1609 ; 
but " unpared," as Church remarks, was mifprinted prepared in the 
folio 161 1. We may note that in his copy of the later edition Drayton 
reftored Spenfer's original word " unpared." C. 
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Right fit to rend the food on which he fared. 
His name was Care ; a blackfmith by his trade, 
That neither day nor night from working fpared. 
But to fmall purpofe yron wedges made : 
Thofe be unquiet thoughts that careful! minds invade. 

In which his worke he had fixe fervants preft. 
About the Andvile ftanding evermore 
With huge great hammers, that did never reft 
From heaping ftroakes which thereon ibufed fore : 
All fixe ftrong groomes, but one then other more ; 
For by degrees they all were difagreed ; 
So likewife did the hammers which they bore. 
Like belles, in greatnefl^e orderly fucceed. 

That he which was the laft the firft did farre exceede, 

37- 
He like a monftrous Gyant feem'd in fight, 
Farre pafling Bronteus or Pyracmon great,' 
The which in Lipari doe day and night 
Frame thunderbolts for Joves avengefull threate. 
So dreadfully he did the andvile beat, 
That feem'd to duft he fhortly would it drive : 
So huge his hammer, and fo fierce his heat, 
That feem'd a rocke of Diamond it could rive 
And rend a funder quite, if he thereto lift ftrive. 

38. 

Sir Scudamour there entring much admired 
The manner of their worke and wearie paine ; 
And having long beheld at laft enquired 



' or Pyracmon great,'} The name is *' Pyracmon "in the 410. 1596 
only. T. Warton rather hypercritically affcs, if Care were fuch " a 
monftrous giant/' how could he and his (iz fervants live in fo fmall a 
cottage? The anfwer may reafonably be, that what on the outiide 
(eemed only a fmall cottage had fo "caved the bank" that it was much 
larger within — large enough for Care and his men. C. 
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The caufe and end thereof, but all in vaine ; 
For they for nought would from their worke refraine, 
Ne let his fpeeches come unto their eare : 
And eke the breathfull bellowes blew amaine. 
Like to the Northren winde, that none could heare : 
Thofe Penfifeneflc did move; and Sighes the bellows 
weare. 

39- 
Which when that warriour faw, he faid no more. 

But in his armour layd him downe to reft : 

To reft he layd him downe upon the flore, 

(Whylome for ventrous Knights the bedding beft) 

And thought his wearie limbs to have redreft. 

And that old aged Dame, his faithfuU Squire, 

Her feeble joynts layd eke a downe to reft ; 

That needed much her weake age to defire. 

After fo long a travell which them both did tire. 

40. 

There lay Sir Scudamour long while expeding 
When gentle fleepe his heavie eyes would clofe ; 
Oft chaunging fides, and oft new place elefting. 
Where better feem'd he mote himfelfe repofe ; 
And oft in wrath he thence againe uprofe. 
And oft in wrath he layd him downe againe. 
But wherefoever he did himfelfe difpofe, 
He by no meanes could wiftied eafe obtaine : 

So every place feem'd painefull, and ech changing vaine. 

41- 
And evermore, when he to fleepe did thinke. 
The hammers found his fenfes did moleft ; • 



• Tbe hammers found bis fenfes did molefi^ Turbcrville, in one of 
the poems at the end of his •* Tragical! Hiftorics," edit. 1584, u/es the 
figure of the beating of hammers in the fame way : — 
** Thus weares away the night, 
" Confumde in carefull paine. 
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And evermore, when he began to winke. 
The bellowes noyfe difturb'd his quiet reft, 
Ne fuflfred fleepe to fettle in his breft : 
And all the night the dogs did barke and howle 
About the houfe, at fent of ftrangcr gueft ; 
And now the crowing Cocke, and now the Owle 

Lowde fhriking, him afflided to the very fowle. 

42. 

And, if by fortune any litle nap 

Upon his heavie eye-lids chaunft to fall, 
Eftfoones one of thofe villeins him did rap 
Upon his headpeece with his yron mall ;* 
That he was foone awaked therewithall. 
And lightly ftarted up as one afFrayd, 
Or as if one him fuddenly did call : 
So oftentimes he out of fleepe abrayd," 

And then lay mufing long on that him ill apayd. 

43- 
So long he muzed, and fo long he lay. 
That at the laft his wearie fprite, oppreft 
With fleflily weaknefle, which no creature may 
Long time refift, gave place to kindly reft. 
That all his fenfes did full foone arreft : 
Yet in his foundeft fleepe his dayly feare 
His ydle braine gan bufily moleft. 
And made him dreame thofe two difloyall were. 



" Thofe reftleffc hammers beating ftill 
" Upon my bufie braine." 
By a fingular mifprint, banners is put for " hammers ; " but the error 
has never been pointed out — perhaps never difcovered. C. 

' with bis yron mall,'\ See the note on ** mighty mall,*' B. i. C. vii. 
St. 51; vol. i. p. 299. C. 

* he out ofjleepe abrayd,"] Awoke: fee this vol. p. 149. *• Apaid/* 
in the next line, isfatisjied: ** on that him ill apaid** is on that which 
annoyed OT ill fatis^ed him : fee vol. ii. p. 314. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



174 7'//£ FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 4. 

The things, that day moft minds, at night doe moft ap- 
peared 

44. 

With that the wicked carle, the maifter Smith, 
A paire of redwhot yron tongs did take 
Out of the burning cinders, and therewith 
Under his fide him nipt;^ that, forft to wake. 
He felt his hart for very paine to quake. 
And ftarted up avenged for to be 
On him the which his quiet flomber brake : 
Yet, looking round about him, none could fee ; 

Yet did the fmart remaine, though he himfelfe did flee. 

45- 

In fuch difquiet and hartfretting payne 

He all that night, that too long night, did pafle. 
And now the day out of the Ocean mayne 
Began to peepe* above this earthly mafle. 
With pearly dew fprinkling the morning grafl!e : 
Then up he rofe, like heavie lumpe of lead. 
That in his face, as in a looking glafle. 
The fignes of anguifti one mote plainely read. 

And ghefl!e the man to be difmayd with gealous dread. 



* at night doe moft appeared Refpedling this line, and the difturbance 
of Scudamour by the graduated hammers of Care and his fix men, fee 
the Prcfiice to Coleridge's " Seven Ledlures on Shakefpeare and Milton," 
1856, p. zlvi. C. 

y Under bis fide him nipt.] In thcfe and the immediately preceding 
verfes the allegory is worked up to an amazing height. What Spenfcr 
fays of Erinnys in the ** Ruins of Rome" is fomewhat in this ftrain, 
St. 24:— 

" What fell Erinnys, with hot- burning tongs, 
** Did gripe your hearts ? — " T. Warton. 

" Began to peepe, &c.] As a fpecimen of fuper-annotation, we may 
juft mention that Todd here thought it neceflary to obferve upon, and to 
produce a parallel paffage to (how that to " peep" was a ufual expreffion 
by poets as applied to daybreak. C. 
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46. 
Unto his loftie fteede he clombe anone,* 

And fofth upon his former voiage fared, 

And with him eke that aged Squire attone ; 

Who, whatfoever perill was prepared. 

Both equall paines and equall perill fliared. 

The end whereof and daungerous event 

Shall for another canticle be fpared ; 

But here my wcarie teeme, nigh over fpent, 
Shall breath it felfe awhile after fo long a went,** 



• Uffto bis lofty fteede he clombe anone.] This is Chaucer's expreffion 
in the " Rime of Sir Topas," 3305 : — 

** Into his (addle he clombe anone,^* 
Spenfer ufes it likcwife in F. Q;^ iii. iv. 61 [vol. ii. p. 425] : " He up 
arofe^ — and clombe unto his fteed." Upton. 

^ after fo long a went,"] i.e. fo long a way^ or journey. See F. Q^ 
B. iv. C. ii. St. 47; this vol. p. 120. C. 
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CANTO VI. 

Both Scudamour and Arthegall 
Doe fight with Britomart : 

He fees her face; doth fall in love^ 
and foone from her depart. 




^ . .HAT equall torment to the griefe of mind 
'jl^l And pyning anguifli hid in gentle hart. 
That inly feeds it felfe with thoughts 

unkind, 
And nouriflieth her owne confuming 
fmart ? 
What medicine can any Leaches art 
Yeeld fuch a fore, that doth her grievance hide. 
And will to none her maladie impart ? 
Such was the wound that Scudamour did gride," 
For which Dan Phebus felfe cannot a falve provide, 

2. 

Who having left that reftlefTe houfe of Care, 
The next day, as he on his way did ride. 
Full of melancholie and fad misfare 
Through mifconceipt, all unawares efpide 
An armed Knight under a forreft fide 
Sitting in ftiade befide his grazing fteede ; 

• That Scudamour did gride ^ Did pierce: fee vol. i. p. 21 ; vol. ii. 
p. 229, and various other places. Milton has the word. C. 
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Who, foone as them approaching he defcride, 
Gan towards them to pricke with eger fpeedc, 
That feem*d he was full bent to fome mifchievous decde. 

3- 
Which Scudamour perceiving forth iflcwed 

To have rencountred him in equall race ; 

But foone as th* other nigh approaching vewed 

The armes he bore, his fpeare he gan abafe 

And voide his courfe : at which fo fuddain cafe 

He wondred much. But th* other thus can fay : 

" Ah, gentle Scudamour ! unto your grace 

I me fubmit, and you of pardon pray. 

That almoft had againft you trefpaffed this day." 

4- 
Whereto thus Scudamour : " Small harme it were 

For any knight upon a ventrous knight 
Without difpleafance for to prove his fpere. 
But reade you. Sir, fith ye my name have hight. 
What is your owne, that I mote you requite ?" 
" Certes," (fayd he) " ye mote as now excufe 
,Me from difcovering you my name aright. 
For time yet ferves that I the fame refufe ; 
But call ye me the Salvage Knight, as others ufe." 

5- 
" Then this. Sir Salvage Knight," (quoth he) " arcede : 

Or doe you here within this forreft wonne. 

That feemeth well to anfwere to your weede. 

Or have ye it for fome occafion donne ?** 

That rather feemes, fith knowen armes ye ftionne." 

** This other day" (fayd he) " a ftranger knight 

Shame and difhonour hath unto me donne ; 

On whom I waite to wreake that foule defpight. 

When ever he this way ftiall paffe by day or night." 

^ for fome occafion donne,"] Done on, or put on, ufually printed don 
or d^on : the paft tenfe donned might have been better. C. 

III. N 
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6. 

*' Shame be his meede," (quoth he) " that meaneth 
fhame !*^ 
But what is he by whom ye fliamed were ?" 
" A ftranger knight," fayd he, *' unknowne by name. 
But knowne by fame, and by an Hebene fpeare. 
With which he all that met him downe did beare. 
He, in an open Tumey lately held, 
Fro me the honour of that game did reare ; 
And having me, all wearie earft, downe feld. 

The fayreft Ladie reft, and ever fince withheld," 

7- , 
When Scudamour heard mention of that fpeare. 

He wift right well that it was Britomart, 

The which from him his faireft love did beare, 

Tho gan he fwell in every inner part 

For fell defpight, and gnaw his gealous hart. 

That thus he fharply fayd : " Now, by my head. 

Yet is not this the firft unknightly part. 

Which that fame knight, whom by his launce I read, 

Hoth doen to noble knights, that many makes him dread: 

8. 

" For lately he my love hath fro me reft. 
And eke defiled with foule villanie 
The facred pledge which in his faith was left. 
In fhame of knighthood and fidelitie ; 
The which ere long full deare he fhall abie :"* 
And if to that avenge by you decreed 
This hand may helpe, or fuccour ought fupplie, 

« " Shame be bis meede!' {quoth be) " that meaneth Jhame.'\ The motto 
of the Knights of Maidenhead : " Honi Ibic qui mal y penfc.'* Upton. 

** full deare he Jball abie,] This is one of the paflages which might 
feem to fupport SkinnePs etymology of** abie" from buy,* but the fii6l 
is, as ftated in notes in vol. ii. pp. 155, 226, that it is the fame word as 
** abide/' which occurs in the next (bnza in its ordinary fenle, and ufual 
fpellingy for the rhyme fake : it is from A. S. abydan, C. 
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It fliall not fayle when fo ye ftiall it need." 
So both to wreake their wrathes on Britomart agreed. 

9- 
Whiles thus they communed, lo ! farre away 

A Knight foft ryding towards them they fpyde, 

Attyr'd in forraine armes and ftraunge aray : 

Whom, when they nigh approcht, they plaine defcryde 

To be the fame for whom they did abyde. 

Sayd then Sir Scudamour, " Sir Salvage knight. 

Let me this crave, fith firft I was defyde. 

That firft I may that wrong to him requite ; 

And, if I hap to fayle, you fliall recure my right." 

10. 

Which being yeelded, he his threatfuU fpeare 
Gan fewter,* and againft her fiercely ran. 
Who foone as flie him few approching neare 
With fo fell rage, her felfe fhe lightly gan 
To dight, to welcome him well as ftie can ; 
But entertaind him in fo rude a wife, 
That to the ground flie fmote both horfe and man : 
Whence neither greatly hafted to arife. 

But on their common harmes together did devife. 

II. 

But Artegall, beholding his mifchaunce, 
New matter added to his former fire ; 
And eft aventring his fteeleheaded launce, 
Againft her rode, full of defpiteous ire. 
That nought but fpoyle and vengeance did require : 
But to himfelfe his felonous intent 
Returning difappointed his defire. 
Whiles unawares his faddle he forwent. 

And found himfelfe on ground in great amazement. 

• Ganfewter.'] i.e. gan prepare or make ready by putting it in the 
reft. See the note to C. iv. St. 45 of this Book (p. 157), upon the 
words " His fpeare htfeutred:' C. 
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12. 

Lightly he ftartcd up out of that ftound. 
And fnatching forth his direfull deadly blade 
Did leape to her, as doth an eger hound 
Thruft to an Hynd within fome covert glade. 
Whom without perill he cannot invade. 
With fuch fell greedines he her aflayled. 
That though ftie mounted were, yet he her made 
To give him ground, (fo much his force prevayled) 

And fhun his mightie ftrokes, gdnft which no armes 
avayled. 

So, as they courfed here and there, it chaunft 
That, in her wheeling round, behind her creft 
So forely he her ftrooke, that thence it glaunft 
Adowne her backe, the which it fairely bleft 
From foule mifchance ; ne did it ever reft. 
Till on her horfes hinder parts it fell ; 
Where byting deepe fo deadly it impreft. 
That quite it chynd his backe behind the fell. 

And to alight on foote her algates did compell. 

Like as the lightning brond from riven fkie, 
Thrownc out by angry Jove in his vengeance. 
With dreadfull force falles on fome fteeple hie ; 
Which battring downe, it on the church doth glance,' 

' // on the church doth glance,"] Not many years before the ** Faerie 
Queene** was written, viz. ini 561, the fteeple of St. Paul's church was 
ftruck with lightning, by which means not only the fteeple itfelf, but 
the entire roof of the church was confumed. See Stow's ** Survey of 
London," p. 357, edit. 1633. The defcription in this fimile was pro- 
bably fuggefted to our author's imagination by this remarkable accident. 
T. Warton. It is on p. 268 of the original edition of Stow's *' Sur- 
vey " in 1598. In the " Extrafts from the Regifters of the Stationers* 
Company" (printed by the Shakefpeare Society in 1848), vol. i. p. 39, 
is a ballad upon an event which excited fo much attention and alarm, 
that the Bifhop of Durham, Dr. James Pilkington, preached and printed 
a Sermon on the occafion. Ibid. p. 70. C. 
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And teares it all with terrible mifchance. 
Yet flie no whit difmayd her fteed forfooke. 
And cafting from her that cnchaunted launce. 
Unto her fword and fliield her foone betooke ; 
And therewithal! at him right furioufly flie ftrookc. 

So furioufly flie ftrooke in her firft heat. 

Whiles with long fight on foot he breathlefle was. 
That flie him forced backward to retreat. 
And yeeld unto her weapon way to pas : 
Whofe raging rigour neither fteele nor bras 
Could ftay, but to the tender flefli it went. 
And pour'd the purple bloud forth on the gras ; 
That all his mayle yriv'd, and plates yrent, 

Shew'd all his bodie bare unto the cruell dent, 

i6- 

At length, when as he faw her haftie heat 
Abate, and panting breath begin to fayle, 
He, through long fuflFerance growing now more great, 
Rofe in his flrcngth, and gan her frefli aflayle. 
Heaping huge ftrokes as thicke as fliowre of hayle. 
And lafliing dreadfully at every part. 
As if he thought her foule to difentrayle. 
Ah, cruell hand ! and thrife more cruell hart. 

That workft fuch wrecke on her to whom thou deareft art ! 

17- 

What yron courage ever could endure 

To worke fuch outrage on fo faire a creature ; 
And in his madnefl!e thinke with hands impure 
To fpoyle fo goodly workmanfliip of nature, 
The maker felfe refembling in her feature ! 
Certes fome hellifli furie or fome feend 
This mifchiefe framd for their firft loves defeature. 
To bath their hands in bloud of deareft freend. 

Thereby to make their loves beginning their lives end. 
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18. 

Thus long they trac'd and traverft to and fro. 
Sometimes purfewing, and fometimes purfewed. 
Still as advantage they efpyde thereto : 
But toward th' end Sir Arthegall renewed 
His ftrength ftill more, but flie ftill more decrewed.* 
At laft his lucklefle hand he heav'd on hie. 
Having his forces all in one accrewed,** 
And therewith ftroke at her fo hideouflie. 

That feemed nought but death mote be her deftinie. 

19. 

The wicked ftroke upon her helmet chaunft. 
And with the force, whiche in it felfe it bore. 
Her ventayle ftiard away, and thence forth glaunft 
Adowne in vaine, ne harm'd her any more. 
With that, her angels face, unfeene afore. 
Like to the ruddie morne appeard in fight, 
Deawed with filver drops through fweating fore ; 
But fomewhat redder then befeem'd aright, 

Through toylefome heate and labour of her weary 
fight: 

20. 

And round about the fame her yellow heare. 

Having through ftirring loofd their wonted band. 
Like to a golden border did appeare. 
Framed in goldfmithes forge with cunning hand : 
Yet goldfmithes cunning could not underftand 
To frame fuch fubtile wire, fo fhinie cleare ; 
For it did glifter like the golden fand, 



« Jhe ftill more decrewed,'] Decreafeds Lat. deer ef cos Ft, dccroitrc, 
deeru. Upton. This form of the verb is ufed by no other writer in 
our language, that we are aware of. C. 

^ all in one acerewed,] Inerea/ed, united. Lat. accrefco i Fr. aeeru. 
Upton. To unite is not one of the diredl fenfes of to " accrue ; ** but 
fuch may here have been the poet's meaning. C. 
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The which Paftolus with his waters fhere 

Throwes forth upon the rivage* round about him nere. 

21. 

And as his hand he up againe did reare. 

Thinking to worke on her his utmoft wracke. 
His powrelefle arme, benumbd with fecret fearc. 
From his revengefull purpofe ftironke abacke. 
And cruell fword out of his fingers flacke 
Fell downe to ground ; as if the fteele had fenfe. 
And felt fome ruth or fence his hand did lacke. 
Or both of them did thinke obedience 

To doe to fo divine a beauties excellence. 

22. 

And he himfelfe^ long gazing thereupon. 
At laft fell humbly downe upon his knee. 
And of his wonder made religion. 
Weening fome heavenly goddefle he did fee. 
Or elfe unweeting what it elfe might bee ; 
And pardon her befought his errour frayle. 
That had done outrage in fo high degree : 
Whileft trembling horrour did his fenfe aflayle. 

And made ech member quake, and manly hart to quayle. 

Nathelefle fhe, full of wrath for that late ftroke, 
AUJthat long while upheld her wrathfull hand. 
With fell intent on him to bene ywroke ;^ 
And, looking fteme, ftill over him did ftand, 
Threatning to ftrike unlefle he would withftand; 
And bad'him rife, or furely he ftiould die. 
But, die or Jive, for nought he would upftand ; 

* Tbrowes forth upon the rivage.'] The Jhore. Fr. Church. 

^ on him to bene ywroke,"] Chaucer ufcs toroken as the participle of 
to wreak / and Spcnfcr has followed his example in his ** Shep. Cal. for 
March," vol. i. p. 39. For " wreak," to revenge, fee alfo vol. ii. p. 72 ; 
but in vol. i. p. 136, it is only another mode of filing reck. C. 
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But her of pardon prayd more eameftlie> 
Or wreake on him her will for fo great injurie. 

24. 
Which when as Scudamour, who now abrayd,' 

Beheld, whereas he flood not farre afide. 

He was therewith right wondroufly difmayd ; 

And drawing nigh, when as he plaine defcride 

That peerelefle pateme of Dame nature's pride 

And heavenly image of perfedion. 

He bleft himfelfe as one fore terrifide ; 

And turning feare to faint devotion," 
Did worfhip her as fome celeftiall vifion. 

But Glauce, feeing all that chaunced there, 
Well weeting" how their errour to aflbyle, 
Full glad of fo good end, to them drew nere. 
And her falewd with feemely belaccoyle,** 
Joyous to fee her fafe after long toyle : 
Then her befought, as fhe to her was deare. 
To graunt unto thofe warriours truce a whyle ; 
Which yeelded, they their bevers up did reare. 

And fhew'd themfelves to her fuch as indeed they were. 

26. 

When Britomart with fharpe avizefuU eye 

* who now abrayd^l Jtooke out of his ftupor after man and horfe 
had been overthrown. See this vol. p. 172, and St. 36. p. 188. C. 

™ Jnd turning fear i to faint devotion"] The 4to. 1596, to the in- 
jury of the mcafure, reads, *' And turning bis feare," &c ; but later im- 
preffions omit the pronoun ; and we may feel fure that the printer, and 
not the poet, inferted it. The variation has not hitherto been noticed. C. 

° Well meeting,] The fecond and third folios read weening. Church. 
" Weeting '* is knowing y and '* weening," merely thinking. C. 

® with feemely belaccoyle,] Kind falutation and reception. In Chau- 
cer's " Romaunt of the Ro(e," Bialacoil is introduced as a perfon, ver. 
2984. And in the original French, from which Chaucer tranflated it, 
it is fpelt Bel-acueil. Upton. If our didlionaries include belamy, as 
they do on the authority of Chaucer and Spenfer, there feems hardly 
fufficient reafon for excluding " bclaccoyle." C 
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Beheld the lovely face of Artegall 
Tempred with fternefle and ftout majeftie. 
She gan eftfbones it to her mind to call 
To be the fame which in her fathers hall 
Long fince in that enchaunted glafle fhe faw : 
Therewith her wrathfuU courage gan appall. 
And haughtie fpirits meekely to adaw/ 

That her enhaunced hand** fhe downe can foft withdraw. 

27. 

Yet fhe it fori! to have againe upheld. 

As fayning choler which was tum'd to cold ; 

But ever when his vifage fhe beheld. 

Her hand fell downe, and would no longer hold 

The wrathfull weapon gainfl his countnance bold : 

But, when in vaine to fight fhe oft afTayd, 

She arm'd her tongue, and thought at him to fcold ; 

Nathlefle her tongue not to her will obayd. 

But brought forth fpeeches myld when fhe would have 
mifTayd/ 

28. 

But Scudamour, now woxen inly glad 

That all his gealous feare he falfe had found. 
And how that Hag his love abufed had 
With breach of faith and loyaltie unfound. 
The which long time his grieved hart did wound. 
He thus befpake :• "Certes, Sir Artegall, 

P meekely to adatv,"] To daunts as in F. QJiu vii. 13 (vol. ii. p. 468). 
Upton. Wc alfo have had it in the fame fenfc in Spenfcr's " Shcp. 
Cal. for February," vol. i. p. 27. C. 

<« That ber enhaunced band."] Raifed, lifted up. See F. Q^ i. i. 17 
[vol. i. p. 181] ; ii. vi. 31 [vol. ii. p. 184], &c. Upton. 

' whenjbe would have miJfaydJ\ When (he would \astfpoken other- 
wife^ or, the contrary. Church. 

» He thus befpake.'] So moft editions read ; but Spenfcr's own, " Her 
thus befpake ;" which fome follow. Mr. Upton and Mr. Church agree 
in thinking that the poet gave, " Him thus befpake." Todd. We 
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I joy to fee you lout fo low on ground. 
And now become to live a Ladies thrall. 

That whylome in your minde wont to defpife them all. 

29. 

Soone as (he heard the name of Artegall, 

Her hart did leape, and all her hart-ftrings tremble. 
For fudden joy and fccret feare withall ; 
And all her vitall powres, with motion nimble 
To fuccour it, themfelves gan there aflemble ; 
That by the fwift recourfe of flufhing blood 
Right plaine appeard, though (he it would diflemble. 
And fayned ftill her former angry mood. 

Thinking to hide the depth by troubling of the flood, 

30. 

When Glauce thus gan wifely all upknit : 

" Ye gentle Knights, whom fortune here hath brought 
To be fpeftators of this uncouth fit. 
Which fecret fate hath in this Ladie wrought 
Againft the courfe of kind, ne mervaile nought ; 
Ne thenceforth feare the thing that hethertoo 
Hath troubled both your mindes with idle thought. 
Fearing leaft (he your loves away fhould woo : 

Feared in vaine, fith meanes, ye fee, there wants theretoo. 

31- 
" And you. Sir Artegall, the falvage knight. 

Henceforth may not difdaine that womans hand 

Hath conquered you anew in fecond fight ; 

For whylome they have conquerd fea, and land. 

And heaven it felfe, that nought may them withftand. 

Ne henceforth be rebellious unto love. 

That is the crowne of knighthood, and the band 

Of noble minds derived from above. 

Which, being knit with vertue, never will remove. 

would rather take " He" as a mere redundancy, than make an alteration 
which accords with no early impreffion. The folios 1609 and 161 1 
have " He thus bc-fpake." C. 
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" And you, faire Ladie knight, my deareft Dame, 
Relent the rigour of your wrathful! will, 
Whofe fire were better tum'd to other flame ; 
And wiping out remembrance of all ill, 
Graunt him your grace ; but fo that he fulfill 
The penance which ye fhall to him empart : 
For lovers heaven muft pafle by fbrrowes hell." 
Thereat full inly blufhed Britomart, 

But Artegall clofe fmyling joy'd in fecret hart. 

33- 

Yet durft he not make love fo fuddenly, 
Ne thinke th' aflTedion of her hart to draw 
From one to other fo quite contrary : 
Befides, her modeft countenance he faw 
So goodly grave, and full of princely aw. 
That it his ranging fancie* did refraine. 
And loofer thoughts to lawfull bounds withdraw ; 
Whereby the paflion grew more fierce and faine. 

Like to a ftubborne fteede whom ftrong hand would 
reftraine. 

34. 

But Scudamour, whofe hart twixt doubtfuU feare 
And feeble hope hung all this while fufpence," 
Defiring of his Amoret to heare 
Some gladfuU newes and fure intelligence. 
Her thus befpake : " But, Sir, without oflfence* 
Mote I requeft you tydings of my love, 

* his ranging fancie,'] So the poet's own edition reads; and the firft 
folio follows it. The iecond and third folios have raging. But furely 
** ranging fencie** is an expreffion both more poetical and more juft. 
Todd. Artegall's had been a ** ranging fancy," not raging, C. 

" bung all this while fufpence.1 i.e. in fufpenfe; but "fufpencc^is 
here to be underwood /u/fenM. C. 

* But, Sir, without offence.'] Addrefling Britomart [very naturally] 
in her aflumed charadler of an errant Knight. Upton. 
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My Amoret, fith you her freed fro thence 
Where fhe, capdved long, great woes did prove ; 
That where ye left I may her feeke, as doth behove." 

35- 
To whom thus Britomart : " Certes, S\r knight. 

What is of her become, or whether reft, 

I can not unto you aread a right ; 

For from that time I from enchaunters theft 

Her freed, in which ye her all hopelefle left, 

I her preferv'd from perill and from feare. 

And evermore from villenie her kept : 

Ne ever was there wight to me more deare 

Then fhe, ne unto whom I more true love did beare : 

« Till on a day, as through a defert wyld 
We travelled, both wearie of the way 
We did alight, and fate in fhadow myld. 
Where feareleffe I to fleepe me downe did lay ; 
But when as I did out of fleepe abray, 
I found her not where I her left whyleare. 
But thought flie wandred was, or gone aftray : 
I cal'd her loud, I fought her farre and neare. 

But no where could her find, nor tydings of her heare." 

37- 

When Scudamour thofe heavie tydings heard. 
His hart was thrild with point of deadly feare, 
Ne in his face or bloud or life appeard ; 
But fenfelefle flood, like to a mazed fleare 
That yet of mortall flroke the ftound doth beare. 
Till Glauce thus : " Faire Sir, be nought difmayd 
With needlefle dread, till certaintie ye heare ; 
For yet fhe may be fafe though fomewhat flrayd : 

Its befl to hope the beft, though of the worft affrayd." 

38. 
Nathlefle he hardly of her chearefuU fpeech 
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Did comfort take, or in his troubled fight 
Shewed change of better cheare ; fo fore a breach 
That fudden newes had made into his fpright. 
Till Britomart him fairely thus behight :^ 
" Great caufe of forrow certes. Sir, ye have ; 
But comfort take ; for, by this heavens light, 
I vow you dead or living not to leave. 
Til I her find, and wreake on him that did her reave." 

39- 
Therewith he refted, and well pleafed was : 

So, peace being confirmed amongft them all. 

They tooke their fteeds, and forward thence did pas 

Unto fome refting place, which mote befall. 

All being guided by Sir Artegall. 

Where goodly folace was unto them made. 

And dayly feafting both in bowre and hall, 

Untill that they their wounds well healed had. 

And wearie limmes recur'd after late ufage bad. 

40. 

In all which time Sir Artegall made way 
Unto the love of noble Britomart, 
And with meeke fervice and much fuit did lay 
Continuall fiege unto her gentle hart ; 
Which, being whylome launcht with lovely dart,* 
More eath* was new impreflion to receive ; 
How ever fhe her paynd with womanifh art 
To hide her wound, that none might it perceive. 

Vaine is the art that feekes it felfe for to deceive. 

41. 

So well he woo'd her, and fo well he wrought her. 



y him fairely thus Might.'] Promi/ed, as feveral times before. C. 

« launcht with lovely dart,] Here, as in many other places, Spenfer 
u{es ** lovely" for loving : in this couHfe he was by no means fingular. C. 

» More eath.] We need merely remind the reader that **cath" is 
ea/y, as ** uneath'* is difficult. C. 
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With faire entreatie and fweet blandifhment. 

That at the length unto a bay he brought her,** 

So as fhe to his fpeeches was content 

To lend an eare, and foftly to relent. 

At laft, through many vowes which forth he pour'd. 

And many othes, fhe yeelded her confent 

To be his love, and take him for her Lord, 

Till they with mariage meet might finifh that accord. 

42. 

Tho, when they had long time there taken reft. 
Sir Artegall, who all this while was bound 
Upon an hard adventure yet in queft. 
Fit time for him thence to depart it found. 
To follow that which he did long propound. 
And unto her his congee came to take ; 
But her therewith full fore difpleafd he found. 
And loth to leave her late betrothed -make. 

Her deareft love full lotli fo fhortly to forfake. 

43. 
Yet he with ftrong perfwafions her afTwaged, 

And wonne her will to fufFer him depart ; 

For which his fidth with her he faft engaged. 

And thoufand vowes from bottome of his hart. 

That, all fo foone as he by wit or art 

Could that atchieve whereto he did afpire. 

He unto her would fpeedily revert :*^ 

No longer fpace thereto he did defire. 
But till the horned moone three** courfes did expire. 

*» unto a bay be brought her,"] A figure derived from the chafe, when 
the hunted animal is reduced to the neceility of flopping becaufe it can 
fly from the dogs no forther : fo in a fonnet in ** The Paflionatc Pil- 
grim/' 15999 attributed to Shakefpeare: — 

** Ah ! that I had my lady at this bay" C. 

« would ffeeiily revert^ Return : Lat. reverto. Jortin. 

^ But till the homed moone three^ &c.] An ezpreffion in Milton's 
•* czxzvith Pfalm/* written when he was a boy : — 
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44. 

With which fhe for the prefent was appeafed. 
And yeelded leave, how ever malcontent 
She inly were and in her mind difpleafed. 
So, early in the morrow next,® he went 
Forth on his way to which he was ybent ; 
Ne wight him to attend, or way to guide. 
As whylome was the cuftome ancient 
Mongft Knights when on adventures they did ride. 

Save that fhe algates him a while accompanide. 

45- 
And by the way fhe fundry purpofe' found 
Of this or that, the time for to delay. 
And of the perils whereto he was bound. 
The feare whereof feem'd much her to affray ; 
But all fhe did was but to weare out day. 
Full oftentimes fhe leave of him did take ; 
And eft againe deviz'd fome what to fay. 
Which fhe forgot, whereby excufe to make ; 
So loth fhe was his companie for to forfake. 

*' The homed moon to fhine by night." 
An expreflion, however^ for which Mr. Dunfter^ in his obfervations on 
Milton's early reading, confiders the juvenile bard to have been indebted 
to Jofhua Sylvefter ; who, in his tranflation of ** Du Bartas," often 
enough calls the moon "Night's horned queen;'* which epithet is 
common in elder poetry. But Spenier was Milton's original. Todd. 
A poet might furely apply the epithet *' horned " to the moon without 
obligation to Spenfer or to any particular poet : cornigera was a frequent 
ancient defignatlon. C. 

* in the morrow next.] We follow the 4to. 1 596 ; but the folios, 
and fome recent editors, have preferred '* on the morrow," which is 
more conformable to modem ufage; but there was no one point in 
which old authors more differ from the language of our day than in the 
ufc of prepofitions, whether icparately or in compofition. C. 

^ fie fundry purpo/e found,"] Various difcourfe. Church. We have 
had " purpofe" many times before in the fame fenfe : fee vol. i. p. 205 ; 
vol. IL pp. 175, 237, &c. C. 
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46. 

At laft, when all her fpeeches fhe had fpent. 
And new occafion fayld her more to find. 
She left him to his fortunes government. 
And backe returned with right heavie mind 
To Scudamour, whom fhe had left behind : ' 
With whom fhe went to feeke faire Amoret, 
Her fecond care, though in another kind : 
For vertues onely fake, which doth beget 

True love and faithfull friendfhip, fhe by her did fet.** 

47- 
Backe to that defert forreft they retyred, 

Where forie Britomart had lofl her late. 

There they her fought, and every where inquired 

Where they might tydings get of her eftate ; 

Yet found they none. But by what haplefle fate 

Or hard misfortune fhe was thence convayd. 

And flolne away from her beloved mate,' 

Were long to tell : therefore, I here will flay 

Untill another tyde that I it finifh may. 



« tobom Jbe bad left behind.'] Spenfcr's own edition reads, inaccu- 
rately, who i the reft, tvbom. Todd. 

•» ftfe by ber didfet,'] She did fet by, or efteem, her (viz. Amoret), 
only for the fake of virtue, which begets true love. Upton. 

^ ber beloved mate,'] In St. 42 we have had ''make" ufed in the 
fame ienie as ** mate" here; for, as already remarked, vol. i. p. 284, 
poets employed the two words " make ** and " mate ** indificrently, 
generally as governed by the rhyme. C. 
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CANTO VII. 

Amoret rapt by greedie luft 

Belphebe faves from dread: 
The Squire her loves ; and^ being blanCdy 

his dayes in dole doth lead. 



I. 
REAT God of love, that with thy cruell 
darts 
Doeft conquer greateft conquerors on 

ground. 
And fetft thy kingdome in the captive 



harts 



Of Kings and Keafars to thy fervice bound ; 
What glorie, or what guerdon haft thou found 
In feeble Ladies tyranning fo fore,* 
And adding anguifh to the bitter wound 
With which their lives thou lanchedft long afore. 
By heaping ftormes of trouble on them daily more ? 

2. 

So whylome didft thou to faire Florimell ; 
And fo and fo to noble Britomart ; 



• In feeble Ladies tyranning fo fore.'] Spenfer alone, we believe, ufes 
this participle, which is not to be confidered an abbreviation of tyran- 
nizing, but as formed regularly from the A. S. tyran, meaning to prey 
upon. In the firft line, *^ darts " is dart in the ^to. 1 596 only. C. 

III. O 
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So doeft thou now to her of whom I tell, 
The lovely Amoret, whofe gentle hart 
Thou martyreft with forow and with fmart, 
In falvage forrefts and in deferts wide 
With Beares and Tygers taking heavie part, 
Withouten comfort and withouten guide. 
That pittie is to heare the perils which fhe tride. 

3- 
So foone as (he with that brave Britonefle 

Had left that Turneyment for beauties prife. 

They traveled long ; that now for wearinefle. 

Both of the way and warlike exercife. 

Both through a foreft ryding did devife 

T' alight, and reft their wearie limbs awhile. 

There heavie fleepe the eye-lids did furprife 

Of Britomart, after long tedious toyle. 
That did her pafled paines in quiet reft aflbyle.** 

4- 

The whiles faire Amoret, of nought afFeard, 

Walkt through the wood, for pleafure or for need ; 
When fuddenly behind her backe ftie heard 
One ruftiing forth out of the thickeft weed. 
That, ere ftie backe could tume to taken heed. 
Had unawares her fnatched up from ground : 
Feebly ftie ftiriekt, but fo feebly indeed 
That Britomart heard not the ftirilling found, 

There where through weary travel ftie lay fleeping found. 

5- 
It was to weet a wilde and falvage man ; 
Yet was no man, but onely like in ftiape. 
And eke in ftature higher by a fpan ; 

^ in quiet reft afoyle.'] To •' aiToyle" is to liberate or fet free [to 
abfolve]. Sec the note on ajfoiled^ F. Q^ ii. v. 19 [vol. ii. p. 165]. 
Todd. It is one of Spenfcr's commoncft words. C. 
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All overgrowne with haire, that could awhape*" 
An hardy hart ; and his wide mouth did gape 
With huge great teeth, like to a tufked Bore : 
For he liv'd all on ravin and on rape 
Of men and beafts ; and fed on flefhly gore. 

The figne whereof yet ftain'd his bloudy lips afore. 

6. 

His neather lip was not like man nor bead, 

But like a wide deepe poke, downe hanging low. 

In which he wont the relickes of his feaft 

And cruell fpoyle, which he had fpard, to ftow : 

And over it his huge great nofe did grow. 

Full dreadfully empurpled all with bloud ; 

And downe both fides two wide long eares did glow. 

And raught downe to his wafte** when up he flood. 

More great then th' eares of Elephants by Indus flood. 

7- 
His wafl was with a wreath of yvie greene 

Engirt about, ne other garment wore. 

For all his haire was like a garment ieene ; 

And in his hand a tall young oake he bore, 

Whofe knottie fnags were fliarpned all afore. 

And beath'd in fire* for fleele to be in fled. 

But whence he was, or of what wombe ybore. 

Of beafls, or of the earth, I have not red. 

But certes was with milke of Wolves and Tygres fed. 



« that could awbapt^ Terrify, See the note on *' awhaped," F. Q^ 
V. zi. 32. Upton. Richardfon inferts the word as if only the participle 
paft of the verb (from A. S. toafian, to be amazed) were ufed, and fo it 
is by Chaucer ; but Spenfer, we fee, employs it as an adlive verb tran- 
fitive, and Richardfon himfelf proves it to be fo by his quotation : the 
infinitive, of courfe, is to '* awhapc." C. 

** Jnd raught downe to his toafie.'] i.e. *' And reached downe, &c.*' 
as fcvcral times before : fee vol. ii. pp. 126, 143, &c. C. 

• And beath^d in fire,'\ And bathed^ i.e. warmed^ in the fire, and 
thence hardened. '* Sudibufve prauftisT Virgil. Upton. As it 
were plunged in the fire ; A. S. batbian, C. 
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8. 

This ugly creature in his armes her fnatcht, 
And through the forreft bore her quite away, 
With briers and bufhes all to rent' and fcratcht ; 
Ne care he had, ne pittie of the pray. 
Which many a knight had fought fo many a day : 
He flayed not, but in his armes her bearing 
Ran till he came to th* end of all his way. 
Unto his cave farre from all peoples hearing. 

And there he threw her in, nought feeling, ne nought 
fearing. 

9- 

For fhe, deare Ladie, all the way was dead, 

Whileft he in armes her bore ; but, when fhe felt 
Her felfe downe fouft, fhe waked out of dread 
Streight into griefe, that her deare hart nigh fwelt. 
And eft gan into tender teares to melt. 
Then, when fhe lookt about, and nothing found 
But darknefle and dread horrour where fhe dwelt. 
She almoft fell againe into a fwound ; 

Ne wifl whether above fhe were or imder ground. 

10. 

With that fhe heard fome one clofe by her fide 
Sighing and fobbing fore, as if the paine 
Her tender hart in peeces would divide : 
Which fhe long liftning, foftly afkt agdne 
What mifler wight it was* that fo did plaine ? 
To whom thus aunfwer'd was : "Ah, wretched wight ! 
That feekes to know anothers griefe in vaine, 



' a// to rem.] The word to is often ufcd in compofition with verbs 
by our old writers, and generally with the word al/ prefixed : and thus 
a// to-rent fignifies altogether or entirely rent. See Tyrwhitt's GlofH 
Chaucer, in v. To. Todd. 

K What mifter wight it was,] What manner of per/on it was ; as in 
vol. ii. p. 9, and in various other places. C. 
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Unweeting of thine owne like haplefle plight : 

Selfe to forget to mind another is ore-fight." 

II. 

" Aye me !'* (faid (he) " where am I, or with whom ? 
Emong the living, or emong the dead ? 
What fhall of me, imhappy maid, become ? 
Shall death be th' end, or ought elfe worfe, aread ?" 
*' Unhappy mayd,*' then anfwer'd fhe, " whofe dread 
Untride is lefle then when thou fhalt it try : 
Death is to him, that wretched life doth lead, 
Both grace and gdne ; but he in hell doth lie. 

That lives a loathed life, and wifhing cannot die. 

12. 

" This difinall day hath thee a captive made,*" 
And vaflall to the vileft wretch alive, 
Whofe curfed ufage and ungodly trade 
The heavens abhorre, and into darlcenefle drive ; 
For on the fpoile of women he doth live, 
Whofe bodies chaft, when ever in his powre 
He may them catch unable to gaineftrive. 
He with his (hamefull luft doth firft deflowre. 

And afterwardes themfelves doth cruelly devoure. 

" Now twenty daies, by which the fonnes of men 
Divide their works, have paft through heven (heene. 
Since I was brought into this dolefull den ; 
During which fpace thefe fory eies have feen 
Seaven women by him flaine, and eaten clene : 
And now no more for him but I alone. 
And this old woman, here remaining beene. 
Till thou cam'ft hither to augment our mone ; 

And of us three to morrow he will fure eate one." 

** This difmall day bath tbee a captive made,"] It is cay five in the old 
copies; but in his folio 1611 Drayton amended caytive to "captive." 
The mifprint was eafy, and here, we think, certain. In the laft line of 
St. 10, the 4to. 1596 alone reads, ^r^r-fight. C. 
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14. 

" Ah, dreadful! tidings which thou doeft declare/' 
(Quoth fhe) " of all that ever hath bene Icnowen ! 
Full many great calamities and rare 
This feeble breft endured hath, but none 
Equall to this, where ever I have gone. 
But what are you, whom like unlucky lot 
Hath linckt with me in the fame chaine attone ?" 
" To tell " (quoth fhe) "that which ye fee, needs not; 

A wofull wretched maid, of God and man forgot ! 

" But what I was it irkes me to reherfe ; 
Daughter unto a Lord of high degree ; 
That joyd in happy peace, till fates perverfe 
With guilefuU love did fecretly agree 
To overthrow my flate and dignitie. 
It was my lot to love a gentle fwaine. 
Yet was he but a Squire of low degree ;* 
Yet was he meet, unlefs mine eye did faine. 

By any Ladies fide for Leman to have laine. 

16. 

" But for his meannefTe and difparagement. 
My Sire, who me too dearely well did love. 
Unto my choife by no meanes would aflent. 
But often did my folly fowle reprove : 
Yet nothing could my fixed mind remove. 
But, whether willed or nilled friend or foe, 
I me refolv'd the utmoft end to prove ; 
And, rather then my love abandon fo. 

Both fire and friends and all for ever to forgo. 

' a squire of low degree,'] Alluding, no doubt, to the old EnglUh 
romance, entitled " The Squire of Low Degree.*' But fee the note on 
the Argument prefixed to the neoct Canto. Todd. No fuch note as 
that here referred to was prefixed by Todd, and none, certainly, feems 
required. Regarding •' The Squire of Low Degree," fee Warton, 
" Hift. Engl. Poetry," ii. p. 7. edit. 8vo. 1824. C. 
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17- 
" Thenceforth I fought by fecret meanes to worke 

Time to my will, and from his wrathfiill fight 

To hide th' intent which in my heart did lurke. 

Till I thereto had all things ready dight* 

So on a day, unweeting unto wight, 

I with that Squire agreede away to flit. 

And in a privy place, betwixt us hight,^ 

Within a grove appointed him to meete ; 

To which I boldly came upon my feeble feete. 

18. 

" But ah ! unhappy houre me thither brought. 
For in that place where I him thought to find. 
There was I found, contrary to my thought. 
Of this accurfed Carle of hellifh kind. 
The ihame of men, and plague of womankind : 
Who truffing me, as Eagle doth his pray. 
Me hether brought with him as fwift as wind. 
Where yet untouched till this prefent day, 

I reft his wretched thrall, the fad -ffimylia." 

19. 

" Ah, fad iEmylia!" (then fayd Amoret) 
" Thy ruefull plight I pitty as mine owne. 
But read to me, by what devife or wit 
Haft thou in all this time, from him imknowne. 
Thine honor fav'd, though into thraldome throwne ?" 
" Through helpe " (quoth ftie) " of this old woman here 
I have fo done, as fhe to me hath fhowne ; 
For, ever when he burnt in luftfull fire. 

She in my ftead fupplide his beftiall defire/* 

20. 

Thus of their evils as they did difcourfe. 

And each did other much bewaile and mone, 

^ betwixt us bigbt,'] Named between us. See vol. ii. p. 6, &c. C. 
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Loe ! where the villaine felfe, their forrowes fourfe, 
Came to the cave ; and rolling thence the ftone. 
Which wont to ftop the mouth thereof, that none 
Might iffue forth, came rudely rufhing in. 
And, fpredding over all the flore alone, 
Gan dight him felfe unto his wonted finne ; 

Which ended, then his bloudy banket fliould beginne. 

21. 

Which when as fearefuU Amoret perceived. 
She ftaid not th' utmoft end thereof to try. 
But, like a ghaftly Gelt' whofe wits are reaved. 
Ran forth in haft with hideous outcry, 
For horrour of his ihamefull villany : 
But after her full lightly he uprofe. 
And her purfu'd as faft as flie did flie. 
Full faft ftie flies, and farre afore him goes, 

Ne feeles the thorns and thickets pricke her tender toes. 

22. 

For hedge, nor ditch,"* nor hill, nor dale ihe ftaies. 
But overleapes them all, like Robucke light. 
And through the thickeft makes her nigheft waies : 

* Butf like a gbaftly Gelt,'] A " gelt" is a caftrated animal in ge- 
neral ; and there feems no fufficient reafon for fuppofing Spenfer to refer 
to a gelding, or gelded horfe : he alludes to the proverbial cowardice of 
beafts, and poiEbly of men, fo treated. Todd complains of Johnfon for 
only taking an example of its ufe from Mortimer ; but when he was 
colledling additional inibnces of the employment of gelt for his edition 
of Johnfon's Didtionary, he himfelf forgot this paffagc in Spenfer. 
Richardfbn has gelil, caftratus, and gelt, gold ; and Drayton, in his 
folio 161 1, for fome unexplained reafon, marked under botJi**ghafUy" 
and " Gelt," and placed a crofs in the margin. C. 

*" For hedge, nor ditch,'] Here, on the authority of Drayton, wc 
venture to alter Nor of all editions to " For : " the old compofitor, 
feeing "nor" three times immediately afterwards, mifprinted "For,*' 
with which the line muft have commenced : — 

" For hedge, nor ditch, nor hill, nor dale fhe (bies. 
But overleapes them all." 
Church faw that there was fome error, but not knowing how to corre^ 
it, prudently left the text unaltered. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 7. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 201 

And evermore, when with regardfull fight 
She looking backe efpics that griefly wight 
Approching nigh, (he gins to mend her pace. 
And makes her feare a fpur to haft her flight ; 
More fwift than Myrrh' or Daphne in her race. 
Or any of the Thracian Nimphes in falvage chafe." 

Long fo ftie fled, and fo he followed long ; 
Ne living aide for her on earth appeares. 
But if** the heavens helpe to redrefle her wrong, 
Moved with pity of her plenteous teares. 
It fortuned Belphebe with her peares. 
The woody Nimphs, and with that lovely boy. 
Was hunting then the Libbards and the Beares 
In thefe wild woods, as was her wonted joy. 

To banifli floth that oft doth noble mindes annoy. 

24. 

It {o befell, as oft it fals in chace. 

That each of them from other fundred were ; 
And that fame gentle Squire arriv'd in place 
Where this fame curfed caytive did appeare 
Purfuing that faire Lady full of feare : 
And now he her quite overtaken had ; 
And now he her away with him did beare 
Under his arme, as feeming wondrous glad. 

That by his grenning laughter mote farre oflF be rad. 

Which drery fight^ the gentle Squire efpying 

° Or any of the Thracian Nimphes in falvage chafe."] Amorct fled 
from this monfter Avifcer than Myrrha fled from her deluded and 
avenging father ; fwifter than Daphne fled from Apollo ; or fwificr than 
any of the Amazonian [hunting] nymphs, whom Spenfer calls ** the 
Thracian nimphes," becaufe they inhabited near Thermodon a river in 
Thrace. Upton. 

<> But if] Un/efs. Repeatedly fo ufed by Spenfer. Todd. 

P fThich drery fght.] It is " With drery fight" in the 410. 1596 ; 
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Doth haft to crofle him by the neareft way. 
Led with that wofull Ladies piteous crying. 
And him aflailes with all the might he may ; 
Yet will not he the lovely fpoile downe lay. 
But with his craggy club in his right hand 
Defends him felfe, and faves his gotten pray : 
Yet had it bene right hard him to withftand. 

But that he was full light and nimble on the land. 

26. 

Thereto the villaine ufed craft in fight ; 

For ever when the Squire his javelin fhooke. 
He held the Lady forth before him right. 
And with her body, as a buckler, broke 
The puiflance of his intended ftroke : 
And if it chaunft, (as needs it muft in fight) 
Whileft he on him was greedy to be wroke. 
That any little blow on her did light. 

Then would he laugh aloud, and gather great delight. 

Which fubtill fleight did him encumber much. 

And made him oft, when he would ftrike, forbeare ; 

For hardly could he come the carle to touch. 

But that he her muft hurt, or hazard neare. 

Yet he his hand fo carefully did beare. 

That at the laft he did himfelfe attaine. 

And therein left the pike head of his fpeare : 

A ftreame of coleblacke bloud thence guftit amaine. 

That all her filken garments did with bloud beftaine. 

28. 

With that he threw her rudely on the flore. 



and we fhould not perhaps have altered it to " Which drery fight" if with 
and ** which" had not of old been often mifprinted for each other, and if 
in the folios 1609 and 161 1 it had not flood, " fFbicb drery fight." No 
commentator feems to have noticed this variation in the text of the 
ancient copies. C 
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And, laying both his hands upon his glave,** 
With dreadfull ftrokes let drive at him fo fore. 
That forft him flie abacke, himfelfe to fave : 
Yet he therewith fo felly ftill did rave. 
That foarfe the Squire his hand could once upreare. 
But for advantage ground unto him gave. 
Tracing and traverfing, now here, now there ; 

For bootlefle thing it was to think fuch blowes to beare. 

29. 

Whileft thus in battell they embufied were, 
Belphebe, raunging in that forreft wide. 
The hideous noife of their huge ftrokes did heare. 
And drew thereto, making her eare her guide : 
Whom when that theefe approching nigh efpide 
With bow in hand and arrowes ready bent, 
He by his former combate would not bide. 
But fled away with ghaftly dreriment. 

Well knowing her to be his deaths fole inftrument, 

30. 

Whom feeing flie ihe fpeedily pourfewed. 
With winged feete as nimble as the winde. 
And ever in her bow flie ready fliewed 
The arrow to his deadly marke defynde. 
As when Latonaes daughter, cruell kynde. 
In vengement of her mothers great difgrace. 
With fell defpight her cruell arrowes tynde' 
Gainft wofull Niobes unhappy race. 

That all the gods did mone her miferable cafe. 

•i upofi bis glave,1 Properly zfword^ but here it means a club. Sec 
St. 25. Church. Glaive, in old French, fignifies z ftoord^TxA "alfo 
a lance or bor/eman^s ftaffj* Cotgrave, in v. Glaive. Todd. The dif- 
trefs of the rhyme induced Spenfer to ufe " glave'* in a fenfe not elfe- 
where authorized, even by himfelf. C. 

^ ber cruell arrotoes tynde,"] " Tynde," as already repeatedly fhown, 
properly means kindled (fee vol. ii. pp. 219, 294, 401, &c.); but here 
we muft underftand it as pointed; and tine^ in many parts of the country, 
ftill means the point of a prong, or harrow. C. 
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So well ihe fped her, and fo far ftie ventred. 
That ere unto his hellifh den he raught. 
Even as he ready was there to have entred. 
She fent an arrow forth with mighty draught. 
That in the very dore him overcaught. 
And, in his nape arriving, through it thrild 
His greedy throte, therewith in two diftraught,* 
That all his vitall fpirites thereby fpild. 

And all his hairy breft with gory bloud was fild. 

Whom when on ground (he groveling faw to rowle. 
She ran in haft his life to have bereft ; 
But, ere Ihe could him reach, the finfuU fowle 
Having his carrion corfe quite fenceleffe left 
Was fled to hell, furcharg'd with fpoile and theft : 
Yet over him ihe there long gazing ftood. 
And oft admir'd his monftrous fhape, and oft 
His mighty limbs, whileft all with filthy bloud 

The place there overflowne feemd like a fodaine flood. 

33' 
Thenceforth ihe paft into his dreadfuU den. 

Where nought but darkefome drerinefle ftie found, 

Ne creature faw, but hearkned now and then 

Some litle whifpering, and foft groning found. 

With that ihe afkt, what ghofts there under ground 

Lay hid in horrour of etemall night ? 

And bad them, if fo be they were not bound. 

To come and ihew themfelves before the light. 

Now freed from feare and danger of that difmall wight. 



• tberetoitb in two dijlraugbt,'] **Diftraught** is only a form of the 
paft tcnfe of to diftraH^ not a different word : the carle's throat was torn 
(ftridUy dragged) in two by the arrow. This is a very unufual applica- 
tion of" diftraught,'* and, like **glave ** in St. 28, is only warranted by 
the compuUion of the rhyme. C. 
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34- 
Then forth the fad ^mylia* iffewed. 

Yet trembling every joynt through former feare ; 

And after her the Hag, there with her mewed, 

A foule and loathfome creature, did appeare ; 

A leman fit for fuch a lover deare : 

That mov'd Belphebe her no lefle to hate. 

Then for to rue the others heavy cheare ; 

Of whom ftie gan enquire of her eftate. 

Who all to her at large, as hapned, did relate. 

Thence ftie them brought toward the place where late 
She left the gentle Squire with Amoret : 
There ftie him found by that new lovely mate. 
Who lay the whiles in fwoune, full fadly fet. 
From her faire eyes wiping the deawy wet 
Which foftly ftild, and kiffing them atweene. 
And handling foft the hurts which ftie did get ; 
For of that Carle flie forely bruz'd had bcene, 

Als of his owne rafti hand one wound was to be feene. 

Which when ftie faw with fodaine glauncing eye. 
Her noble heart with fight thereof was fild 
With deepe difdaine and great indignity. 
That in her wrath ftie thought them both have thrild 
With that felfe arrow which the Carle had kild ; 
Yet held her wrathftiU hand from vengeance fore : 
But drawing nigh, ere he her well beheld, 
" Is this the faith ?"** ftie faid ; and fdd no more. 

But turnd her face, and fled away for evermore. 

* the fad jEmylia,'] So all the editions read, except Spenfer*s own, 
which gives, perhaps by an unperceived error of the. prefs, " the /aid 
iEmylia." Sad muft be the true reading. Todd. " Said " could hardly 
be right, becaufe iEmylia has not been mentioned for many ftanzas. C. 

^ Is this the faith!] The fecret hiftory of this allegory is evidently 
the diigrace of Sir Walter Raleigh for a criminal amour with one of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2o6 THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 4. 

37- 
He feeing her depart arofe up light. 

Right fore agrieved at her (harpe reproofe. 

And follow'd fall ; but when he came in fight, 

He durft not nigh approch, but kept aloofe. 

For dread of her difpleafures utmoft proofe : 

And evermore, when he did grace entreat, 

And framed fpeaches fit for his behoofe. 

Her mortal! arrowes (he at him did threat. 

And forft him backe with fowle diflionor to retreat. 

38. 

At laft, when long he follow'd had in vaine. 
Yet found no eafe of griefe nor hope of grace. 
Unto thofe woods he turned backe againe. 
Full of fad anguifh and in heavy cafe ; 
And finding there fit folitary place 
For wofull wight, chofe out a gloomy glade. 
Where hardly eye mote fee bright heavens face 
For mofly trees, which covered all with ftiade 

And fad melancholy : there he his cabin made. 

39- 
His wonted warlike weapons all he broke 

And threw away, with vow to ufe no more, 

Ne thenceforth ever ftrike in battell ftroke, 

Ne ever word to fpeake to woman more ; 

But in that wildernefle, of men forlore. 

And of the wicked world forgotten quight. 

His hard mifhap in dolor to deplore. 

And waft his wretched daies in wofull plight : 

So on him felfe to wreake his follies owne delpight. 

Queen Elizabeth's maids of honour. The lady was brought to bed in 
the court, and Sir Walter was difmiiTed. The queen's anger on this 
occafion was extremely natural. Nothing more ftrongly chara6lerizes 
the predominant tendency of the queen's mind than the account given 
by Sir Robert Naunton of the firft appearance and reception of the 
young Lord Mountjoy at court. See " Fragmenu Regalia," 4to. 1641^ 
p. 36. T. Warton. 
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40. 

And eke his garment, to be thereto meet. 
He wilfully did cut and ihape anew ; 
And his faire lockes, that wont with ointment fweet 
To be embaulm'd, and fweat out dainty dew. 
He let to grow and griefly to concrew,* 
Uncomb'd, uncurl'd, and carelefly unftied ; 
That in fliort time his face they overgrew. 
And over all his fhoulders did difpred. 

That who he whilome was uneath was to be red. 

41. 

There he continued in this carefuU plight. 
Wretchedly wearing out his youthly yeares. 
Through wilfuU penury confumed quight. 
That like a pined ghoft he fbone appeares : 
For other food then that wilde forreft beares, 
Ne other drinke there did he ever taft 
Then running water tempred with his teares. 
The more his weakened body fo to waft. 

That out of all mens knowledge he was worne at laft. 

42. 

For on a day, by fortune as it fell. 

His owne deare Lord Prince Arthure came that way. 

Seeking adventures where he mote heare tell ; 

And, as he through the wandring wood did ftray. 

Having efpide this Cabin^ far away. 

He to it drew, to weet who there did wonne ; 

Weening therein fome holy Hermit lay. 

That did refort of finfull people ftionne. 

Or elfe fome woodman ftirowded there from fcorching 
funne. 



* to concrew.'\ Grow together. Lat. concrefco, Ufton. 

y Having efpide this Cabin,'\ It is •' this Cabin" in the 410. 1596, 
and in the folios; but Todd printed ** hb Cabin,** as if it were the 
cabin of Prince Arthur. In St. 29 he printed her for *' that.** C. 
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43- 
Arriving there he found this wretched man 

Spending his daies in dolour and defpaire. 

And through long falling woxen pale and wan. 

All overgrowen with rude and rugged haire ; 

That albeit his owne dear Squire he were, 

Yet he him knew not, ne aviz'd at all. 

But like ftrange wight, whom he had feene no where. 

Saluting him, gan into fpeach to fall, 

And pitty much his plight, that liv'd like outcaft thrall. 



But to his fpeach he aunfwered no whit. 

But flood ftill mute, as if he had beene dum, 
Ne figne of fence did (hew, ne common wit. 
As one with griefe and anguiftie overcum. 
And unto every thing did aunfwere mimi : 
And ever, when the Prince unto him fpake. 
He louted lowly, as did him becum. 
And himible homage did unto him make, 

Midft forrow fhewing joyous femblance for his fake. 

45- 
At which his uncouth guife and ufage quaint 

The Prince did wonder much, yet could not ghefle 

The caufe of that his forrowfull conftraint ; 

Yet weend, by fecret fignes of manlinefle 

Which clofe appeard in that rude brutiftinefle. 

That he whilome fome gentle fwaine had beene, 

Traind up in feats of armes and knightlinefle ; 

Which he obferv'd, by that he him had feene 

To weld his naked fword,* and try the edges keene. 

« To weld bis naked ftoord,'] It may be a queftion whether it is his 
own fword, or Prince Arthur's ? In St. 39 it is ikid that all his own 
warlike weapons he broke and threw away. Upton. Unlefs we may 
fuppofe it was the fword of Prince Arthur that is here fpokcn of, the 
poet feems to have forgotten himielf. CHtJRCH. 
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46. 

And eke by that he faw on every tree. 
How he the name of one engraven had 
Which lildy was his liefeft love to be. 
From whom he now fo forely was beftad, 
Which was by him Belphebe rightly rad: 
Yet who was that Belphebe he ne wift ; 
Yet faw he often how he wexed glad 
When he it heard, and how the ground he kift 

Wherein it written was, and how himfelfe he blift. 

47- 
Tho, when he long had marked his demeanor. 

And faw that all he faid and did was vaine, 

Ne ought mote make him change his wonted tenor, 

Ne ought mote eafe or mitigate his paine," 

He left him there in languor to remaine. 

Till time for him ihould remedy provide. 

And him reftore to former grace againe : 

Which, for it is too long here to abide, 

I will deferre the end untill another tide. 

• Ne ought mote eafe or mitigate his faine.] Todd here introduced 
a ftrange corruption into Spenfer's text, making a very intelligible line 
abfolute nonfenfe : he printed, 

" Ne ought mote cea/e to mitigate his paine.** 
If it mean anything, it is the very contrary of what Spcnfer intended. 
From vtrhence Todd obtained this reading does not appear ; certainly not 
from any ancient impreiSon : it has, however, fince been moft abfurdly 
followed ; not, we are happy to fay, by ProfeiTor Child in his edit. 
Bofton, 1855. C. 



III. 
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CANTO VIII. 

The gentle Squire recovers grace : 
Sc launder her guejis dothjiaine . 

Corjlamho chafeth PlacidaSj 
And is by Arthure Jlaine. 

I. 




ELL faid the wifeman/ now prov'd true 
by this 
^i^) Which to this gentle Squire did happen 



late, 



That the difpleafure of the mighty is 
Then death it felfe more dread and defperate ; 
For nought the fame may calme ne mitigate. 
Till time the tempeft doe thereof delay 
With fufferaunce foft, which rigour can abate. 
And have the fterne remembrance wypt away 
Of bitter thoughts, which deepe therein infixed lay.** 

2. 

Like as it fell to this unhappy boy, 

Whofe tender heart the faire Belphebe had 

• Well faid the wifeman^ &c.] Sec Pro v. xvi. 14. "The king's 
difpleafure is a meflcnger of death : but a wife man will pacify it." So 
the tranflation, printed anno 1 595. Compare Homer, II. a . 80. Upton. 

•> Therein infixed lay,] So the poet's own edition reads, to which 
all others conform, except the fecond and third folios. They read />- 
feSed: but I think " infixed" the better reading. Todd. Three lines 
above, we might think allay the better reading. C. 
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With one fterne looke fo daunted, that no joy 
In all his life, which afterwards he lad. 
He ever tafted ; but with penaunce fad 
And penfive forrow pind and wore away, 
Ne ever laught, ne once fliew'd countenance glad. 
But alwaies wept and wailed night and day. 
As blafted bloofme through heat doth languifli and decay : 

3- 
Till on a day, as in his wonted wife 

His doole he made,*^ there chaunft a turtle Dove 

To come where he his dolors did devife, 

That likewife late had loft her deareft love, 

Which loffe her made like paffion alfo prove : 

Who feeing his fad plight, her tender heart 

With deare compaffion deeply did enmove. 

That ihe gan mone his undeferved fmart, 

And with her dolefull accent beare with him a part. 

4- 

Shee fitting by him as on ground he lay. 

Her mournefuU notes full piteoufly did frame. 

And thereof made a lamentable lay. 

So fenfibly compyld, that in the fame 

Him feemed oft he heard his owne right name. 

With that he forth would poure fo plenteous teares. 

And beat his breaft unworthy of fuch blame, 

And knocke his head, and rend his rugged heares. 

That could have perft the hearts of Tigres and of Beares. 

5- 
Thus, long this gentle bird to him did ufe 

Withouten dread of perill to repaire 

Unto his wonne, and with her mournefuU mufe 

Him to recomfort in his greateft care, 

^ His doole he made,"] Complaint. So the poet fpells the old word 
dole, F. Q^ii. xii, 20, and elfewhcre. Todd. There, vol. ii. p. 311, 
** doole** was required as the rhyme to Poole. C. 
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That much did eafe his mourning and misfare : 
And every day, for guerdon of her fong, 
He part of his fmall feaft to her would fhare ; 
That, at the laft, of all his woe and wrong 

Companion flie became, and fo continued long. 

6. 

Upon a day as ihe him fate befide. 

By chance he certaine miniments forth drew,** 
Which yet with him as relickes did abide 
Of all the bounty which Belphebe threw 
On him, whilft goodly grace ihe him did ihew : 
Amongft the reft a Jewell rich he found. 
That was a Ruby of right perfeft hew, 
Shap'd like a heart yet bleeding of the wound. 

And with a litle golden chaine about it bound. 

7- 
The fame he tooke, and with a riband new. 

In which his Ladies colours were, did j>ihd 

About the turtles necke, that with the vew 

Did greatly folace his engrieved mind. 

All unawares the bird, when ftie did find 

Her felf^ fo deckt, her nimble wings difplaid, 

And flew away as lightly as the wind : 

Which fodaine accident him much difmaid, 

And looking after long did marke which way ihe ilraid. 

8. 

But when as long he looked had in vaine, 

^* Yet faw her forward ftill to make her flight, 

^ His weary eie returnd to him againe, 

' Full of difcomfort and difquiet plight. 

That both his juell he had loft (o light. 

And eke his deare companion of his care. 

** certaine miniments forth dreto."] Toys, trifles^ fays Upton ; but 
without fufficient authority : '* miniments " here is to be taken for muni- 
mentSf i. e. evidences , proofs of the former bounty of Belphebe. C. 
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But that fweet bird departing flew forthright. 

Through the wide region of the waftfull aire, 

Untill (he came where wonned his Belphebe faire. 

9- 
There found (he her (as then it did betide) 

Sitting in covert fliade of arbors fweet. 

After late wearie toile which (he had tride 

In falvage chafe, to reft as feem'd her meet. 

There (he alighting fell before her feet. 

And gan to her her mournfull plaint to make, 

As was her wont, thinking to let her weet 

The great tormenting griefe that for her fake 

Her gentle Squire through her difpleafure did pertake. 

10. 

She her beholding with attentive eye, 

At length did marke about her purple breft 

That precious juell, which (he formerly 

Had knowne right well, with colourd ribbands dreft : 

Therewith (he rofe in haft, and her addreft 

With ready hand it to have reft away ; 

But the fwift bird obayd not her beheft. 

But (warv'd a(ide, and there againe did ftay : 

She foUow'd her, and thought againe it to a(ray. 

II. 

And ever when (he nigh approcht the Dove 
Would flit a litle forward, and then ftay 
Till (he drew neare, and then agdne remove ; 
So tempting her ftill to purfue the pray. 
And ftill from her efcaping foft away : 
Till that at length into that forreft wide 
She drew her far, and led with (low delay. 
In th' end (he her unto that place did guide," 

* Ih th' end Jbe her unto that place did guide. '] It is the bird of 
Venus, which condudled iEneas to the golden bough, juft as here Bel- 
phebe b conducted to the gentle Squire. I believe Spenfer had his eye 
on Virgil, iEn. vi. 191, &c. Upton. 
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Whereas that wofull man in languor did abide. 

12. 

Eftfoones fhe flew unto his fearelefle hand, 
And there a piteous ditty new deviz*d. 
As if (he would have made her underftand' 
His forrowes caufe, to be of her defpis'd : 
Whom when fhe faw in wretched weedes difguiz'd, 
With heary glib deform'd,' and meiger face. 
Like ghofl late rifen from his grave agryz'd,** 
She knew him not, but pittied much his cafe. 

And wifht it were in her to doe him any grace. 

He her beholding at her feet downe fell. 

And kifl the ground on which her fole did tread. 
And wafht the fame with water which did well 
From his moifl eies, and like two flreames procead ; 
Yet fpake no word, whereby fhe might aread 
What mifter wight he was, or what he ment ; 
But as one daunted with her prefence dread, 
Onely few ruefull lookes unto her fent. 

As mefTengers of his true meaning and intent. 

Yet nathemore his meaning fhe ared, 

' made her underftandJ] We have not unfrcquently Teen Jhe and be 
confounded ; and here bim feems, by the fenfe, to have been mifprinted 
for " her." Drayton fubftituted " her " in the margin of his folio i6 1 1 ; 
and Church fuggelled the change, without making it. C. 

8 Witb beary glib deformed.'] Spenfer thus explains " glib '* in his 
*' View of the State of Ireland," a pafTage cited by Richardfon, in 
reference to the above flanza, — •' They have another cuflom from the 
Scythians, that is, the wearing of mantles and long glibbes, which is a 
thick curled bufh of hair, hanging down over their eyes, and monilrouily 
difguifing them." The poet refers to the overgrown hair and beard of 
the Squire ; and not merely to the long mouftachio upon the upper lip, 
as Church fuppofes. C. 

** Like gboft late rifen from bis grave agryz'd.] ** Agryz'd " refers 
rather to "ghoft" than to "grave," and means terrified: fee vol. ii. 
p. 190, where the verb occurs. C. 
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But wondred much at his fo felcouth cafe ;' 
And by his perfons fecret feemlyhed 
Well weend that he had beene fome man of place. 
Before misfortune did his hew deface ; 
That being mov'd with ruth fhe thus befpake : 
" Ah ! wofull man, what heavens hard difgrace. 
Or wrath of cruell wight on thee ywrake,^ 
Or felfe difliked life, doth thee thus wretched make ? 

" If heaven ; then none may it redrefle or blame, 
Sith to his powre we all are fubjed borne : 
If wrathfuU wight ; then fowle rebuke and (hame 
Be theirs that have fo cruell thee forlorne ! 
But, if through inward griefe, or wilfull fcorne 
Of life, it be ; then better doe advife : 
For he whofe daies in wilfull woe are worne. 
The grace of his Creator doth defpife. 

That will not ufe his gifts for thankleffe nigardife."* 

16. 

When fo he heard her fay, eftfoones he brake. 
His fodaine filence" which he long had pent. 
And, fighing inly deepe, her thus befpake : 
" Then, have they all themfelves againft me bent : 



^ at bis fo felcouth cafe."] " Selcouth " is pure A. S., from feld^ and 
cutb, or couth, feldom knowDy or unufual. C. 

^ on thee ytorake.'] i. c. on thee wreaked, or revenged, with the ufual 
prefix. In vol. i. p. 39, we have had " wrokcn" for revenged. See 
aUb vol. ii, p. 72, for the fubftantive. C. 

' for thankleffe nigardife^ Niggardlinefs, which was generally the 
word in profe ; and it is found in Biftiop Hall, Sir T. North, and others. 
Shakefpeare has niggarding ; and Sir Thomas Elliot, niggardfbip, 
Drayton, as well as Spenfcr, ufes ** niggardife." C. 

°* His fodaine fiUnce.'] Jortin would fubftitute yi/i7(Wr for "fodaine;" 
and in " King John," A. i. Sc. i. ** fullen " was probably mifprinted 
for fuddenf but here we leave the text unaltered, being decidedly of 
Church's opinion, that there was nothing fuUen in the deportment of 
Timias, and that the meaning merely is, that he fuddenly broke the 
filence he had long maintained. C. 
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For heaven, firft author of my languifhment. 
Envying my too great felicity. 
Did clofely with a cruell one conient 
To cloud my daies in dolefull mifery. 
And make me loath this life, ftill longing for to die. 

17- 
** Ne any but your felfe, O deareft dred. 

Hath done this wrong, to wreake on worthlefle wight 

Your high difplefure, through mifdeeming bred : 

That, when your pleafure is to deeme aright. 

Ye may redreffe, and me reftore to light 1" 

Which fory words her mightie hart did mate 

With mild regard" to fee his ruefuU plight. 

That her inburning wrath fhe gan abate. 

And him receiv'd againe to former favours ftate. 

18. 

In which he long time afterwards did lead 
An happie life with grace and good accord, 
Fearleffe of fortunes chaunge or envies dread. 
And eke all mindleffe of his owne deare Lord 
The noble Prince, who never heard one word 
Of tydings what did unto him betide. 
Or what good fortune did to him afford ; 
But through the endleffe world did wander wide. 

Him feeking evermore, yet no where him deicride : 

19. 

Till on a day, as through that wood he rode. 
He chaunft to come where thofe two Ladies late, 
-ffimylia and Amoret, abode, 

" Which fory words her mightie hart did mate 
With mild regard.^ To " mate," and to amate^ mean fometimcs to 
confound; and here we may perhaps receive the word in the icnfe of 
overcome : her heart was farprifed and overcome with mild regard. To 
" mate " is alfo to match y and Spenfcr may have intended to fay that 
Belphebe's heart was matched or affociated with mild regard at the 
fpeech of Timias. We prefer the former explanation. C. 
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Both in full fad and forrowfiill eftate : 
The one right feeble through the evill rate 
Of food which in her dureffe fhe had found ;"* 
The other almoft dead and defperate 
Through her late hurts, and through that hapleffe 
wound 

With which the Squire, in her defence, her fore aftound. 

20. 

Whom when the Prince beheld, he gan to rew 
The evill cafe in which thofe Ladies lay ; 
But moft was moved at the piteous vew 
Of Amoret, fb neare unto decay. 
That her great daunger did him much difmay. 
Eftfoones that pretious liquour forth he drew. 
Which he in ftore about him kept alway. 
And with few drops thereof did foftly dew 

Her wounds, that unto ftrength reftor^d her foone anew, 

21. 

Tho, when they both recovered were right well. 
He gan of them inquire, what evill guide 
Them thether brought, and how their harmes befell ? 
To whom they told all that did them betide. 
And how from thraldome vile they were untide. 
Of that fame wicked Carle, by Virgins hond ; 
Whofe bloudie corfe they (hew'd him there befide. 
And eke his cave in which they both were bond : 

At which he wondred much when all thofe iignes he fond. 

22. 

And evermore he greatly did defire 

To know what Virgin did them thence unbind, 

® in ber durejfe Jhe bad found. "l *' Dureflc** is now generally em- 
ployed in a legal fenfe, that of imprifonment y but here it feems to imply 
more, viz. a ftate o{ bardjbip zxA Juffering^ as well as of confinement. 
Chaucer ufes it for bardjhip and feverity, in his ** Romant of the Rofe," 
V. 3547. Church merely places in a note the word confinement ^ as the 
fynonyme of" durcflc:" he is ftridly right. C. 
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And oft of them did earneftly inquire. 
Where was her won/ and how he mote her find. 
But, when as nought according to his mind 
He could out-learne, he them from ground did reare. 
No fervice lothfome to a gentle kind. 
And on his warlike beaft them both did beare, 
Himfelfe by them on foot to fuccour them from feare. 

So when that forreft they had paffed well, 
A litle cotage farre away they fpide. 
To which they drew ere night upon them fell ; 
And entring in found none therein abide. 
But one old woman fitting there befide 
Upon the ground in ragged rude attyre. 
With filthy lockes about her fcattered wide, 
Gnawing her nayles for felnefle and for yre. 

And there out fucking venime to her parts entyre.*" 

24. 

A foule and loathly creature fure in fight. 
And in conditions to be loath'd no lefle. 
For file was ftuft with rancour and defpight 
Up to the throat, that oft with bitternefle 
It forth would breake, and gufti in great excefli. 
Pouring out ftreames of poyfon and of gall 
Gainft all that truth or vertue doe profefle ; 
Whom fhe with leafings lewdly did mifcall 

And wickedly backbite : Her name men Sclaunder call. 

Her nature is all goodneflTe to abufe. 

And caufelefle crimes continually to frame. 



P Where was her won,'\ '* Won " b dwellings or abiding-place, Wc 
have had it fo frequently before that a note feems almoft fuperfluous : 
fee vol. i. p. 277 ; vol. ii. pp. 200, 307, 365, &c. C. 

*» her parts entyreJ] Her inner parts. See St. 48, where the fame 
words occur [in the fame fenfe]. Church. 
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With which flie guiltlefle perfons may accufe. 
And fteale away the crowne of their good name : 
Ne ever Knight fo bold, ne ever Dame 
So chaft and loyall liv'd, but ftie would ftrive 
With forged caufe them falfely to defame ; 
Ne ever thing fo well was doen alive, 
But fhe with blame would blot, and of due praife de- 
prive, 

26. 

Her words were not as common words are ment, 
T' exprefle the meaning of the inward mind. 
But noyfome breath, and poyfnous fpirit fent 
From inward parts, with cancred malice lind. 
And breathed forth with blaft of bitter wind : 
Which paffing through the eares would pierce the hart. 
And wound the foule it felfe with griefe unkind ; 
For, like the ftings of afpes that kill with fmart, 

Her fpightfull words did pricke and wound the inner part. 

27. 

Such was that Hag, unmeet to hoft fuch guefts. 

Whom greateft Princes court would welcome fayne ; 
But neede, that aniwers not to all requefts. 
Bad them not looke for better entertayne : 
And eke that age defpyfed nicenefle vaine, 
Enur'd to hardneffe and to homely fare. 
Which them to warlike difcipline did trayne. 
And manly limbs endur'd' with litle care 

Againft all hard mifhaps and fortunelefle misfare. 

28. 

Then all that evening, welcommed with cold 
And cheareleffe hunger, they together fpent ; 

' JaJ manly limbs endur'd, &c.] To endure is to futtain, continue, 
&c. To avoid therefore ambiguity perhaps Spenicr wrote indur^d^ i. e. 
hardened ; Ital. indurate y Lat. induratus, Upton. Poffibly the true 
text may be enured : we have •* endured " again in the next fbmza. C. 
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Yet found no fault, but that the Hag did fcold 
And rayle at them with grudgefull difcontent. 
For lodging there without her owne confent : 
Yet they endured all with patience milde. 
And unto reft themfelves all onely lent, 
Regardlefle of that queane fo bafe and vilde 

To be unjuftly blamd, and bitterly revilde. 

29. 

Here, well I weene, when as thefe rimes be red 
With mifregard, that fome rafh witted wight, 
Whofe loofer thought will lightly be mifled, 
Thefe gentle Ladies will mifdeeme too light 
For thus converfing with this noble Knight ; 
Sith now of dayes fuch temperance is rare 
And hard to finde, that heat of youthfuU fpright 
For ought will from his greedie pleafure fpare : 

More hard for hungry fteed t* abftaine from pleafant 
lare.* 

30. 

But antique age, yet in the infancie 
Of time, did live then like an innocent. 
In fimple truth and blamelefle chaftitie ; 
Ne then of guile had made experiment ; 
But, voide of vile and treacherous Intent, 
Held vertue for it felfe in foveraine awe : 
Then loyall love had royall regiment. 
And each unto his luft did make a lawe. 

From all forbidden things his liking to withdraw. 



• /* abftaine from pleafant lare."] A lay, according to the " Prompt. 
Parv/' is land not tilled (p. 285) ; but in our day, a lay or layer means land 
that is allowed for a time to lie ilill, becaufe the crop of clover has been re- 
moved, and becaufe it is to be ploughed up for wheat next feafon. Spenfer 
ufes ** lare '' for pafture generally, and he fo fpells it for the purpole of 
making the word rhyme to the eye as well as to the ear. Church's notion 
that '* lare " b ** a place where cattle ufually reft under fomc ihelter " 
feems altogether unfupported. In St. 51, Spenfer fpells it /(7/r/. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 8. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 221 

The Lyon there did* with the Lambe confort, 
And eke the Dove fate by the Faulcons fide ; 
Ne each of other feared fraud or tort. 
But did in fafe fecuritie abide, 
Withouten perill of the ftronger pride : 
But when the world woxe old, it woxe warre old," 
(Whereof it hight) and, having fhortly tride 
The traines of wit, in wickednefle woxe bold. 

And dared of all finnes the fecrets to unfold. 

Then beautie, which was made to reprefent 
The great Creatours owne refemblance bright, 
Unto abufe of lawleffe luft was lent. 
And made the baite of beftiall delight : ^ 

Then faire grew foule, and foule grew faire in fight ; 
And that, which wont to vanquifti God and man. 
Was made the vaflall of the viftors might : 
Then did her glorious flowre wex dead and wan, 

Defpifd and troden downe of all that overran. 

And now it is fo utterly decayd. 

That any bud thereof doth fcarfe remaine, 

' The Lyon there did, &c.] Perhaps we ought to read then for 
** there ; " but the text may ftand as it is. The next ftanza, however, 
commences " Then beautie," &c. Drayton alio read then, C. 

" But when the world woxe old, it woxe warre old.] That is, wor/e 
Being old; war or warre is worje. So, in his *' Shepherd's Calendar," 
September [vol. i. p. io6] : — 

" They fayne the world is much war then it wont." 
See Junius on the word World. Church. See alfb G. Douglas's 
Tranflation of Virgil, Mn, viii. 234 : — 

'' Of gold the world was in that kingis time, 

'* Quhil pece and pece the eild fyne war and war 

" Begouth to waxe ." 

That is, while by little and little the age afterwards began to grow worfe 
and worfe. See F. Q. Introdudlion to B. v. St. i. See alfo Sidney's 
"Arcadia," p. 33 [edit. 1598]. "According to the nature of the old 
growing world, [ftill] worfe and worfe.** Upton. 
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But if few plants, preferv'd through heavenly ayd, 
In Princes Court doe hap to fprout againe, 
Dew'd with her drops of bountie Soveraine, 
Which from that goodly glorious flowre proceed, 
Sprung of the auncient ftocke of Princes ftraine. 
Now th' onely remnant of that royall breed, 
Whofe noble kind at firft was fure of heavenly feed. 

34. 

Tho foone as day difcovered heavens face 
To finfull men with darknes overdight,* 
This gentle crew gan from their eye-lids chace 
The drowzie humour of the dampifti night, 
And did themfelves unto their journey dight. 
So forth they yode, and forward foftly paced, 
^ That them to view had bene an uncouth fight. 
How all the way the Prince on footpace traced. 

The Ladies both on horfe, together faft embraced. 

Soone as they thence departed were afore. 

That (hamefull Hag, the flaunder of her fexe. 

Them follow'd faft, and them reviled fore. 

Him calling theefe, them whores ; that much did vexe 

His noble hart : thereto fhe did annexe 

Falfe crimes and fads, fuch as they never ment. 

That thofe two Ladies much afham'd did wexe : 

The more did fhe purfue her lewd intent. 

And rayl'd and rag'd, till fhe had all her poyfon fpent. 

36. 

At laft when they were pafTed out of fight. 
Yet fhe did not her fpightfull fpeach forbeare. 
But after them did barke, and flill backbite. 
Though there were none her hatefull words to heare. 

* with darknes overdigbL"] To dight is to clotbet or put on, as well 
as to furnijh, to prepare: overdight is covered over. For '* dight," fee 
vol. i. pp. 2289 308; vol. ii. p. 167; and three lines below. C. 
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Like as a curre doth felly bite and teare 
The ftone which pafled ftraunger at him threw : ^ 
So fhe them feeing paft the reach of eare, 
Againft the ftones and trees did rayle anew, 
Till fhe had duld the fting which in her tongs end grew. 

37. ^ 
They pafling forth kept on their readie way, 

With eafie fteps fo foft as foot could ftryde, 

Both for great feeblefle, which did oft affay 

Faire Amoret that fcarcely fhe could ryde. 

And eke through heavie armes which fore annoyd 

The Prince on foot, not wonted fo to fare ; 

Whofe fleadie hand was faine his fleede to guyde. 

And all the way from trotting hard to fpare : 

So was his toyle the more, the more that was his care. 

38. 

At length they fpide where towards them with fpeed 
A Squire came gallopping, as he would file. 
Bearing a litle Dwarfe before his fleed. 
That all the way full loud for aide did crie. 
That feem'd his fhrikes would rend the brafen fkie:* 
Whom after did a mighty man purfew, 
Ryding upon a Dromedare on hie. 
Of fkture huge, and horrible of hew, 

That would have maz'd a man his dreadfull face to vew : 

For from his fearefull eyes two fierie beames. 

More fharpe then points of needles, did proceede. 
Shooting forth farre away two flaming flreames, 

y tobicb pajed ftraunger at bitn threw J\ Perhaps from Taffo, C. ix. 
88 : — •* Quafi mailin, che'I faflb, ond* a lui porto 

" Fu duro colpo, infellonico afierra." 
Compare Ariofto, C. xxxviii. 78. Upton. The fi mile is furely trite 
enough in Englifh. C. 

■ would rend the brafen Jkie^ Horn. II. p'. 425. '/aX'M^y oCpavif 
Ixfv. Upton. Milton has ** wodd rend heaven's concave.'* C. 
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Full of fad powre, that poyfnous bale did breede 
To all that on him lookt without good heed. 
And fecretly his enemies did flay : 
like as the Bafiliflce, of ferpents feede. 
From powrefull eyes clofe venim doth convay 

Into the lookers hart, and killeth farre away. 

40. 

He all the way did rage at that fame Squire, 
And after him full many threatnings threw, 
With curfes vaine in his avengefull ire ; 
But none of them (fo faft away he flew) 
Him overtooke before he came in vew : 
Where when he faw the Prince in armour bright. 
He cald to him aloud his cafe to rew. 
And refcue him, through fuccour of his might. 

From that his cruell foe that him purfewd in fight. 

41- 

Eftfoones the Prince tooke downe thofe Ladies twaine 
From loftie fteede, and mounting in their ftead 
Came to that Squire, yet trembling every vaine ; 
Of whom he gan enquire his caufe of dread : 
Who as he gan the fame to him aread, 
Loe ! hard behind his backe his foe was prefl:,* 
With dreadfull weapon aymed at his head. 
That unto death had doen him unredrefl:. 

Had not the noble Prince his readie ftroke reprefl:. 

42. 

Who thrufting boldly twixt him and the blow. 
The burden of the deadly brunt did beare 
Upon his fliield, which lightly he did throw 
Over his head before the harme came neare : 



^ bis foe was preft,'\ Ready. Hughes reads /r^V. Church. The 
error is remarkable, becauie few words are more common in oar old 
poets : " preft " is from the Fr. pret, formerly fpelt preft. C. 
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Nathlefle it fell with fo defpiteous dreare ** 
And heavie fway, that hard unto his crowne 
The (hield it drove, and did the covering reare. 
Therewith both Squire and dwarfe did tomble downe 
Unto the earth, and lay long while in fenfeleffe fwowne. 

43. 
Whereat the Prince full wrath his ftrong right hand 

In full avengement heaved up on hie. 

And ftroke the Pagan with his fteely brand 

So fore, that to his faddle bow thereby 

He bowed low, and fo a while did lie : 

And, fure, had not his maflie yron mace 

Betwixt him and his hurt bene happily. 

It would have cleft him to the girding place ; 

Yet, as it was, it did aftonifh him long (pace. 

44. 

But, when he to himfelfe retiu-nd agdne. 
All full of rage he gan to curfe and fweare. 
And vow by Mahoune*" that he fliould be flaine. 
With that his murdrous mace he up did reare. 
That feemed nought the foufe thereof could beare. 
And therewith fmote at him with all his might ; 
But, ere that it to him approched neare. 
The royall child with readie quick forefight 

Did fhun the proofe thereof, and it avoyded light. 

45- 
But ere his hand he could recure againe *" 

To ward his bodie from the balefull ftound, 

** with fo defpiteous dreare J] Richardfon gives ** drear " as a noun, 
but cites no example of its afe : here we may reafonably doubt whether 
Spenfer did not mean to employ it as an adjective, and to fay that the 
** fway" was ** defpiteous, dreare, and heavie." C. 

« And voto by Maboune.'] Mahomet. See the notes on F. Qj, ii. viii. 
30 [vol. ii. p. 227]. Todd. 

*• be could recure againe. '\ Recover again. There are few words of 
which Spenfer was more fond : it occurs in *' The Shep. Cal." and in 
the F. Qt repeatedly. C. 

III. Q^ 
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He fmote at him with all his might and maine. 
So furioufly that, ere he wift, he found 
His head before him tombling on the ground ; 
The whiles his babling tongue did yet blafpheme 
And curfe his God that did him fo confound : 
The whiles his life ran foorth in bloudie ftreame, 

His foule defcended downe into the Stygian reame/ 

46. 

Which when that Squire beheld, he woxe full glad 
To fee his foe breath out his fpright in vaine : 
But that fame dwarfe right forie feem'd and fad. 
And howld aloud to fee his Lx)rd there flaine, 
And rent his haire and fcratcht his face for paine. 
Then gan the Prince at leafure to inquire 
Of all the accident there hapned plaine. 
And what he was whofe eyes did flame with fire ? 

All which was thus to him declared by that Squire. 

47- 
" This mightie man," (quoth he) " whom you have flaine. 

Of an huge Geauntefle whylome was bred. 

And by his ftrength rule to himfelfe did gaine 

Of many Nations into thraldome led. 

And mightie kingdomes of his force adred ; 

Whom yet he conquered not by bloudie fight, 

Ne hoftes of men with banners brode difpred. 

But by the powre of his infeftious fight. 
With which he killed all that came within his might. 

48. 
" Ne was he ever vanquiftied afore. 

But ever vanquiflit all with whom he fought ; 

Ne was there man fo ftrong, but he downe bore ; 

Ne woman yet fo faire, but he her brought 

' into the Stygian reameJ] Gall, roiaume, realme ; a letter [or two] 
omitted. Upton. Even when fpelt realme it was not unfrcquently 
pronounced *' reame " in Englifh. C. 
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Unto his bay, and captived her thought : 

For moft of ftrength and beautie his defire 

Was fpoyle to make, and waft them unto nought. 

By cafting fecret flakes of luftfuU fire 
From his falfe eyes into their harts and parts entire. 

49. 
" Therefore Corflambo was he cald aright. 

Though namelefle there his bodie' now doth lie ; 

Yet hath he left one daughter that is hight 

The faire Paeana, who feemes outwardly 

So faire as ever yet faw living eie ; 

And were her vertue like her beautie bright. 

She were as faire as any under fkie : 

But ah ! fhe given is to vaine delight. 
And eke too loofe of life, and eke of love too light. 

50. 

" So, as it fell, there was a gentle Squire 
That lov'd a Ladie of high parentage ; 
But for his meane degree' might not afpire 
To match fb high, her friends with counfell fage 
Difluaded her from fuch a difparage : 
But fhe, whofe hart to love was wholly lent. 
Out of his hands could not redeeme her gage. 
But, firmely following her firft intent, 

Refolv'd with him to wend, gainft all her friends con- 
fent. 

" So twixt themfelves they pointed time and place : 
To which when he according did repaire. 
An hard mifhap and difaventrous cafe 
Him chaunft: in ftead of his ^mylia faire, 

' Though namelejft there his bodie, &c.] Sim nomine corpus , Virgil, 
Mn, ii. 558. Upton. 

« But for his meane degree."] But becaufe hb mean degree. This ufe 
of" for '* was common 10 all the poets of Spenfer*s time. C. . 
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This Gyants fonne, that lies there on the laire 
An headlefle heape, him unawares there caught ; 
And all difmayd through mercileffe defpaire 
Him wretched thrall unto his dongeon brought. 
Where he remaines, of all unfuccour'd and unfought. 

*' This Gyants daughter came upon a day 
Unto the prifon, in her joyous glee. 
To view the thrals which there in bondage lay : 
Amongft the reft ftie chaunced there to fee 
This lovely fwaine, the Squire of low degree ; 
To whom flie did her liking lightly caft, 
And wooed him her paramour to bee : 
From day to day ftie woo'd and prayd him faft, 

And for his love him promift libertie at laft. 

** He, though'affide unto a former love. 
To whom his faith he firmely ment to hold. 
Yet feeing not how thence he mote remove, 
But by that meanes which fortune did unfold. 
Her graunted love, but with affedion cold. 
To win her grace his libertie to get : 
Yet fhe him ftill detaines in captive hold. 
Fearing leaft if ftie ftiould him freely fet. 

He would her fliortly leave, and former love forget. 

** Yet fo much favour ftie to him hath hight 
Above the reft, that he fometimes may fpace 
And walke about her gardens of delight. 
Having a keeper ftill with him in place ; 
Which keeper is this Dwarfe, her dearling bafe. 
To whom the keyes of every prifon dore 
By her committed be, of fpeciall grace. 
And at his will may whom he lift reftore. 

And whom he lift referve to be afflifted more. 
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SS- 
*' Whereof when tydings came unto mine eare, 

Full inly forie, for the fervent zeale 

Which I to him as to my foule did beare, 

I thether went : where I did long conceale 

My felfe, till that the Dwarfe did me reveale, 

And told his Dame her Squire of low degree 

Did fecretly out of her prifon fteale ; 

For me he did miftake that Squire to bee. 

For never two fo like did living creature fee. 

56. 

" Then was I taken and before her brought, 

Who, through the likenefle of my outward hew. 
Being likewife beguiled in her thought, 
Gan blame me much for being fo untrew 
To feeke by flight her fellowfhip t' efchew. 
That lov'd me deare, as deareft thing alive. 
Thence (he commaunded me to prifon new : 
Whereof I glad did not gainefay nor ftrive. 

But fuflred that fame Dwarfe me to her dongeon 
drive. 

57- 
" There did I finde mine onely faithfull frend 

In heavy plight and fad perplexitie : 

Whereof I forie, yet myfelfe did bend 

Him to recomfort with my companie. 

But him the more agreev'd I found thereby ; 

For all his joy, he faid, in that diftrefle 

Was mine and his -Smylias libertie. 

-Smylia well he lov'd, as I mote ghefle. 
Yet greater love to me then her he did profefle. 

** But I with better reafon him aviz'd. 

And fhew'd him how, through error and mif- 
thought 
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Of our like perfons, eath to be difguiz'd/ 
Or his exchange or freedom might be wrought. 
Whereto full loth was he, ne would for ought 
Confent that I, who ftood all fearelefle free, 
Should wilfully be into thraldome brought, 
Till fortune did perforce it fo decree : 
Yet, over-ruld at laft, he did to me agree. 

59- 
" The morrow next, about the wonted howre. 

The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Amyas 

To come forthwith unto his Ladies bowre : 

In fteed of whom forth came I, Placidas, 

And undifcerned forth with him did pas. 

There with great joyance and with gladfome glee 

Of faire Paeana I received was, 

And oft imbraft, as if that I were hee. 
And with kind words accoyd,* vowing great love to mee. 

60. 
" Which I, that was not bent to former love 

As was my friend that had her long refus'd. 

Did well accept, as well it did behove, 

And to the prefent neede it wifely ufd. 

My former hardnefle firft I faire excufd ; 

And after promift large amends to make. 

With fuch fmooth termes her error I abufd 

To my friends good more then for mine owne fake. 
For whofe fole libertie I love and life did ftake. 

61. 
" Thenceforth I found more favour at her hand, 

*» eatb fo be difguiz^d,'] Eafy to be difguifed, as frequently before ; 
but fee vol. ii. 139. C. 

* And toitb kind words accoydJ] Careffed, made much of. It fignifies 
originally, from the old French accoifer, to footbe, or pacify i but it is 
ufed in " The Shep. Cal." February, for daunted. Where fee the note 
[vol. i. p. 23]. Todd. Chaucer has it in the " Romaunt of the 
Rofe," for to make quiet, ot pacify: fee v. 3564. C. 
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That to her Dwarfe, which had me in his charge, 

She bad to lighten my too heavie band, 

And graunt more fcope to me to walke at large. 

So on a day, as by the flowrie marge 

Of a frefh ftreame I with that Elfe did play. 

Finding no meanes how I might us enlarge, 

But if that Dwarfe I could with me convay, 

I lightly fnatcht him up and with me bore away. 

62. 

" Thereat he (hriekt aloud, that with his cry 
The Tyrant felfe came forth with yelling bray. 
And me purfew'd ; but nathemore would I 
Forgoe the purchafe of my gotten pray. 
But have perforce him hether brought away." 
Thus as they talked, loe ! where nigh at hand 
Thofe Ladies two, yet'doubtfull through difmay. 
In prefence came, defirous t' underftand 

Tydings of all which there had hapned on the land. 

63. 

Where foone as fad -Slmylia did efpie 

Her captive lovers friend, young Placidas, 

All mindlefle of her wonted modeftie 

She to him ran, and him with ftreight embras 

Enfolding, faid ; " And lives yet Amyas ?" 

" He lives," (quoth he) " and his ^mylia loves." 

" Then lefle," (faid fhe) " by all the woe I pas,*^ 

With which my weaker patience fortune proves : 

But what mifhap thus long him fro my felfe removes ?" 



^ Then /efe, /aid Jhe, by all the woe I pas.] Then Icfs I regard all 
the woe, &c. Upton. The idiom of ufing " pafs " for regard, care 
for, or value, was common : — 

*' As for thefe filken-coated Haves, I pafs not." 

2 Henry VI. A. iv. Sc. 2. It would be eafy to accumulate inftances 
to prove what we have advanced, but they are not required. C. 
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64. 
Then gan he all this ftorie' to renew. 

And tell the courfe of his captivitie ; 

That her deare hart full deepely made to rew. 

And figh full fore to heare the miferie 

In which fo long he mercilefle did lie. 

Then, after many teares and forrowes fpent. 

She deare befought the Prince of remedie ; 

Who thereto did with readie will confent. 
And well perform'd ; as fhall appcare bjr his event. 

' Then gan be ail tbisftorie,'] So the 410. 1 596 : later editions have 
** bis ftorie;'* and Todd, while advocating the text of the folios, prints 
that of the 4to. He was right in what he did, but wrong in what he 
recommended. C. 
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CANTO IX. 



The Squire of low degree^ releaji^ 

Paana takes to wife:^ 
Britomart fightes with many Knights ; 

Prince Arthur Jlints their Jirife. 



- oifT-t.^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ doubt, and difficult to deeme, 
M;]l^ol n^ When all three kinds of love together 

fel^^'^ meet 

so™ And doe difpart the hart with powre ex- 
treme. 

Whether fhall weigh the balance downe ; to weet. 
The deare afFeftion unto kindred fweet. 
Or raging fire of love to womankind. 
Or zeale of friends combynd with vermes meet : 
But of them all the band of vertues mitid,** 
Me feemes, the gentle hart fhould moft aflured bind. 



• P^ana takes to tai/e.] So all the editions. It (hould hejEmy/ia: 
for Amysa, the Squire of low degree, is married to iEmylia ; and the 
trufty Squire, Placidas, is married to Pseana, St. 15. Church. 

** the band of vertues mind,'] That is, the band ariiing out of a mind 
of vertue. This is the reading of the 4to. 1596, which we reprint as 
pcrfedUy intelligible, without needlefsly altering " vertue's mind " to 
** vertuous mind,'' as was done in the folios. C. 
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2. 

For naturall afFeAion foone doth cefle/ 

And quenched is with Cupids greater flame ; 
But faithfull friendftiip doth them both fupprefle. 
And them with mayftring difcipline doth tame. 
Through thoughts afpyring to eternall fame : 
For as the foule doth rule the earthly mafle, 
And all the fervice of the bodie frame ; 
So love of foule doth love of bodie pafle, 

No lefle then perfed gold furmounts the meaneft brafle. 

3- 

All which who lift by tryall to aflay 

Shall in this ftorie find approved plaine ; 

In which thefe Squires* true friendftiip more did fway 

Then either care of parents could refraine. 

Or love of faireft Ladie could conftraine ; 

For though Paeana were as faire as mome. 

Yet did this truftie fquire with proud difdaine 

For his friends fake her oflfred favours fcorne. 

And ftie her felfe her fyre of whom flie was ybome. 

4- 
Now, after that Prince Arthur graunted had 
To yeeld ftrong fuccour to that gentle fwayne. 
Who now long time had lyen in prifon fad ; 
He gan advife how beft he mote darrayne 
That enterprize* for greateft glories gayne. 

* foone doth ceJfeJ] i. c. ceafe. With this form of ceafe ufed by fuch 
poets as Spcnfer (who alfo has deceffe)^ and Shakcfpcare, ** AD's Well,'* 
&c. A. V. Sc. 3, '* ccflc " ought, wc think, to have found its way into our 
DidUonaries. It is evidently from the Fr. cejfer, C. 

** In which thefe Squires,] Amyas and Placidas. I read thefe, with 
the poet's own edition. The reft read " this Squires.'* Todd. 

* He gan advife how beft he mote darrayne 

That enterprize,] In a note upon " darrayne," vol. i. p. 240, 
we have faid that Spenfer fometimes ufes the word with confiderable 
licence. It fcems properly to mean prepare y but here it muft rather be 
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That headlefle tyrants tronke he reard from ground. 
And, having ympt the head' to it agayne. 
Upon his ufuall beaft it firmely bound. 
And made it fo to ride as it alive was found. 

5- 
Then did he take that chaced Squire, and layd 

Before the ryder, as he captive were, 

And made his Dwarfe, though with unwilling ayd. 

To guide the beaft that did his maifter beare. 

Till to his caftle they approched neare ; 

Whom when the watch, that kept continuall ward. 

Saw comming home, all voide of doubtfull feare 

He, running downe, the gate to him unbard ; 

Whom ftraight the Prince enfuing in together far'd. 

6. 

There did he find in her delitious boure 
The faire Pasana playing on a Rote* 
Complayning of her cruell Paramoure, 
And finging all her forrow to the note. 
As (he had learned readily by rote ; 
That with the fweetnefle of her rare delight 
The Prince halfe rapt began on her to dote ; 

undcrftood in the fenfc of accomplijb, — how beft he might bring the 
enterprife to a fuccefsflil iflue. At the fame time prepare, or arrange, 
mi|ht anfwer the purpofe with a little conftraint. C. 

' And, having ympt the bead,"] A term in feulconry . ** To imp a 
feather in a hawk's wing, is to add a new piece to an old broken dump." 
Kerfey . So in the " Hymn of Heavenly Beauty : "— 

"Thence gathering plumes of perfeft fpeculation^ 
** To impe the wings of thy high flying mind." Church. 
To ** imp *' ftridUy means to engraft, to in/ert, or implant : A. S. im- 
pan. The prince joined the head on again artificially. C. 

« playing on a Rote,} The rote is fuppofed to have been the ancient 
pfalterium : (fee vol. ii. p. 261 .) Todd. The phrafe " by rote," three 
lines below, means by routine, Lat. rota^ as it were by mere mechanical 
rotation. So the inllrument the *' rote," on which Pseana was playing, 
probably had a fimilar origin, the muiical found being produced by the 
turning of a wheel. C. 
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Till better him bethinking of the right. 
He her unwares attacht, and captive held by might. 

7- 

Whence being forth produced, when fhe perceived 
Her owne deare fire, fhe cald to him for aide ; 
But when of him no aunfwere fhe received. 
But faw him fencelefle by the Squire upflaide. 
She weened well that then fhe was betraide : 
Then gan fhe loudly cry, and weepe, and waile, 
And that fame Squire of treafon to upbraide ; 
But all in vaine : her plaints might not prevaile, 

Ne none there was to refkue her, ne none to baile. 

8. 

Then tooke he that fame Dwarfe, and him compeld 
To open unto him the prifon dore. 
And forth to bring thofe thrals which there he held. 
Thence forth were brought to him above a fcore 
Of Knights and Squires to him unknowne afore : 
All which he did from bitter bondage free. 
And unto former liberty reflore. 
Amongfl the refl that Squire of low degree 

Came forth full weake and wan, not like him felfe to bee. 

9; 
Whom foone as faire -Slmylia beheld 
And Placidas, they both unto him ran. 
And him embracing fafl betwixt them held. 
Striving to comfort him all that they can. 
And kifTmg oft his vifage pale and wan : 
That faire Paeana, them beholding both, 
Gan both envy, and bitterly to ban ;** 



*> and bitterly to ban,'] In Warton's note, vol. ii. p. 377, wc have 
fcen the verb to '*ban" explained as to forbid: here it is ufed in the 
more ordinary fenfe of to curfe : they arc the fame word, derived from 
A. S. bannan. Shakefpeare has " ban " repeatedly, both in the fenfe of 
interdiBion and curfe, C. 
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Through jealous paffion weeping inly wroth. 

To fee the fight perforce that both her eyes were loth. 

10. 

But when awhile they had together beene. 
And diverfly conferred of their cafe. 
She, though full oft fhe both of them had feene 
Afunder, yet not ever in one place. 
Began to doubt, when fhe them faw embrace. 
Which was the captive Squire fhe lov'd fo deare. 
Deceived through great Hkenefle of their face : 
For they fo like in perfon did appeare. 

That fhe uneath difcerned whether whether* weare. 

II. 

And eke the Prince, when as he them avized, 
Their like refemblaunce much admired there. 
And mazd how nature had fo well difguized 
Her worke, and counterfet her felfe fo nere. 
As if that by one patterne, feene fomewhere. 
She had them made a paragone to be ; 
Or whether it through fkill or errour were. 
Thus gazing long at them much wondred he ; 

So did the other knights and Squires which him did fee.*' 

12. 

Then gan they ranfacke that fame CafUe flrong, 
In which he found* great flore of hoorded threafure. 
The which that tyrant gathered had by wrong 

« tobetber tpbetberJ] " Whether whether " is a Latinifm. See Hor. 
L, ii. i. 55 :— 

" Ambigitur quoties uter utro fit prior." Upton. 
As we now fay, lefs elegantly, which was which. C. 

^ wbicb bim did fee, "] Perhaps Spenfer wrote '* which bem, or tbem, 
did fee ; " mifprinted by the old compofitor. Church fuggefted tbem ; 
and Hughes fo gave the text. C. 

* In tobicb be found ?^ So all the editions. I think it (hould be tbe^ 
OT was. Church. Drayton, in his copy of the folio 1611, altered 
" he " to tbey; but did not amend " him " to tbem. We allow the old 
text in both cafes to remain, fince it is perfedly clear. C. 
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And tortious powre, without refpeft or meafure : 
Upon all which the Briton Prince made feafure. 
And afterwards continu'd there a while 
To reft him felfe, and folace in foft pleafure 
Thofe weaker Ladies after weary toile ; 
To whom he did divide part of his purchaft fpoile. 

And, for more joy, that captive Lady faire. 
The faire Pseana, he enlarged free, 
And by the reft did fet in fumptuous chaire 
To feaft and froUicke : nathemore would ftie 
Shew gladfome countenaunce nor pleafaunt glee ; 
But grieved was for lofle both of her fire. 
And eke of Lordftiip with both land and fee ; 
But moft fhe touched was with griefe entire 

For lofle of her new love, the hope of her defire. 

14. 

But her the Prince, through his well wonted grace. 
To better termes of myldnefle did entreat 
From that fowle rudenefle which did her deface ; 
And that fame bitter corfive," which did eat 
Her tender heart and made reffaine from meat. 
He with good thewes" and fpeaches well applyde 
Did moUifie, and calme her raging heat : 
For though (he were moft faire, and goodly dyde,** 

Yet fhe it all did mar with cruelty and pride. 



™ Jnd that fame bitter corfive,'] " Corfive " is an abbreviation for 
corrofive; extremely common in authors of Spenfer's day, as well as 
earlier and later. It is needlefs, with Todd, to cite inftances. C. 

" He with good tbetoes,'] With good manners, kind deportment. Sec 
*' thewcd " as a verb in vol. ii. p. 1 82 ; and " thewcs " as a fubftantivc 
in the fame vol. p. 2. Shakefpeare ufes " thewes" ior ft rengtb, C. 

** and goodly dyde.] Quaere, eyde, i. e. of a pleaiing countenance, fair 
to look at ; unlefs by good/y dyde is meant, of a fine complexion. Church. 
The latter is probably the true explanation, and the word is unaltered 
in fubfequent impreHions, excepting as regards the fpelling — dide. C. 
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And, for to fhut up all in friendly love, 

Sith love was firft the ground of all her griefe. 
That trufty Squire he wifely well did move 
Not to defpife that dame which lov'd him liefe. 
Till he had made of her fome better priefe ; 
But to accept her to his wedded wife : 
Thereto he oflfred for to make him chiefe 
Of all her land and lordftiip during life. 

He ycelded, and her tooke ; fo ftinted all their ftrife. 

16. 

From that day forth in peace and joyous blis 
They liv'd together long without debate ; 
Ne private jarre, ne fpite of enemis. 
Could fhake the fafe afluraunce of their ftate : 
And fhe, whom Nature did fo faire create 
That fhe mote match the faireft of her dales. 
Yet with lewd loves and luft intemperate 
Had it defafte, thenceforth reformd her waies. 

That all men much admyrde her change, and fpake her 
praife. 

17- 
Thus when the Prince had perfeftly compylde 
Thefe paires of friends in peace and fetled reft. 
Him felfe, whofe minde did travell, as with chylde,** 
Of his old love conceav'd in fecret breft, 
Refolved to purfue his former queft;** 

P Him felfe t whofe minde did travell, as with chyldeJ] Ezprefled after 
Plato's manner. See the F. Q;^ i. v. i [vol. i. p. 245]. Upton. Sir 
Philip Sidney, in his " Aftrophel and Stella," at the beginning [p. 519, 
edit, 1598], reprefcnts himfelf as, 

«' great with childe to fpcake, and helpleflc in my throwes, 

** Biting my trewand pen," &c. Todd. 

^ his former queflJ] It is " his former gueft " in the old copies, but 
** queft " cannot be wrong, the printer having mifread^ for q : Drayton 
maide the obvious emendation in his folio 161 1; but he did not alter 
requeft of that edition, in the next line but one, to *' bequcft," as it ap- 
pears in the 410. 1596, and no doubt rightly. C. 
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And, taking leave of all, with him did beare 
Faire Amoret, whom Fortune by bequeft 
Had left in his proteftion whileare. 

Exchanged out of one into another feare. 

18. 

Feare of her fafety did her not conftraine ; 
For well fhe wift now in a mighty hond 
Her perfon, late in perill, did remaine. 
Who able was all daungers to withftond : 
But now in feare of fhame fhe more did ftond. 
Seeing her felfe all foly fuccourlefle. 
Left in the vidors powre, like vaflall bond, 
Whofe will her weakenefle could no way re- 
prefle. 

In cafe his burning luft fhould breake into excefle. 

19. 

But caufe of feare, fure, had fhe none at all 
Of him, who goodly learned had of yore 
The courfe of loofe afFedion to forflall. 
And lawlefTe luft to rule with reafons lore ; 
That all the while he by his fide her bore. 
She was as fafe as in a Sanftuary. 
Thus many miles they two together wore. 
To feeke their loves difperfed diverfly ; 

Yet neither fhewed to other their hearts privity. 

20. 

At length they came whereas a troupe of Knights 
They faw together fkirmifhing, as feemed. 
Sixe they were all, all full of fell defpight. 
But foure of them the battell beft befeemed. 
That which of them was beft mote not be deemed. 
Thefe foure were they from whom falfe Florimel 
By Braggadochio lately was redeemed ; 
To weet, fterne Druon, and lewd Claribell, 

Love-Iavifh Blandamour, and luftfull Paridell. 
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21. 

Druons delight was all in fingle life. 

And unto Ladies love would lend no leafure : 
The more was Claribell enraged rife 
With fervent flames, and loved out of meafure : 
So eke lov'd Blandamour, but yet at pleafure 
Would change his liking, and new Lemans prove ;' 
But Paridell of love did make no threafure. 
But lufted after all that him did move. 

So diverfly thefe foure difpofed were to love. 

22. 

But thofe two other, which befide them ftoode. 
Were Britomart and gentle Scudamour ; 
Who all the while beheld their wrathfuU moode. 
And wondred at their impacable ftoure,* 
Whofe like they never faw till that fame houre : 
So dreadfuU ftrokes each did at other drive. 
And laid on load with all their might and powre. 
As if that every dint the ghoft would rive 

Out of their wretched corfes, and their lives deprive. 

23. 
As when Dan -ffiolus, in great difpleafure 
For lofle of his deare love by Neptune hent. 
Sends forth the winds out of his hidden threafure' 
Upon the fea to wreake his fell intent ;'* 



' an J new Lemans prove."] Wc have already had " Leman " in the 
fcnfe oiftveetbeart, or lover, vol. i. p. 177 ; vol. ii. p. 168, &c. C. 

• at their impacable ft oure.] That would not be pacified. Spcnfer 
ufes the word again in "The Ruins of Time," St. 57 :— 

"That freed from bands oi impacable fate." Church. 

* out of his hidden threafure,] Spenfer has borrowed this phrafe from 
a fublirac paflage in Jeremiah x. 13. "And bringeth forth the wind out 
of hb treafures." Todd. 

" to wreake bis fell intent.] Such is the text of every old copy; but 
Todd printed "/xr// intent ; " a very tame reading, and he has mifled all 
his followers : even Profeflbr Child, in his excellent edition, Bofton, 
1 855, has **full intent." C. 

III. R 
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They breaking forth with rude unruliment 
From all foure parts of heaven doe rage full fore. 
And tofle the deepes, and teare the firmament. 
And all the world confound with wide uprore ;* 

As if inftead thereof they Chaos would reftore, 

24. 

Caufe of their difcord and fo fell debate 
Was for the love of that fame fnowy maid, 
Whome they had loft in Turneyment of late ; 
And, feeking long, to weet which way fhe ftraid, 
Met here together; where, through lewd up- 

braide 
Of Ate and Duefla, they fell out ; 
And each one taking part in others aide 
This cruell conflid raifed thereabout, 

Whofe dangerous fuccefle depended yet in doubt : 

For fometimes Paridell and Blandamour 
The better had, and bet the others backe ; 
Eftfoones the others did the field recoure,^ 
And on their foes did worke full cruell wracke : 
Yet neither would their fiendlike fury flacke. 
But evermore their malice did augment ; 
Till that uneath they forced were,* for lacke 
Of breath, their raging rigour to relent. 

And reft themfelves for to recover fpirits fpent. 



* tvitb wide uprore.'] Here, in Drayton's folio i6i i, we meet with 
a change which may have been what Spcnfcr wrote, but which we do 
not adopt, viz. " tvilde uprore " for " toiJe uprore." We prefer •* wide 
uprore," if only becaufe it indicates the vaft extent of the noife and 
confufion. See the fame error in " Two Gent, of Ver." A. ii. Sc. 7. C. 

y the others did the field recoure,] i. e. recover: a fenfe in which 
Spenfer and other poets ufe recure s but here, for the fake of the rhyme, 
he fpells it '* recoure." C. 

* Till that uneath they forced toere.] Here " uneath " feems ufed in 
the fenfe of reluffantly ; but the ufuaJ fenfe, with dijpculty, will fuffi- 
ciently anfwer the purpofc. C. 
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26. 

Then gan they change their fides/ and new parts take ; 
For Paridell did take to Druons fide, 
For old defpight which now forth newly brake 
Gainft Blandamour, whom alwaies he envide ; 
And Blandamour to Claribell relide:** 
So all afrefti gan former fight renew. 
As when two Barkes, this caried with the tide. 
That with the wind, contrary courfes few. 

If wind and tide doe change their courfes change anew. 

27. 

Thenceforth they much more furioufly gan fare. 
As if but then the battell had begonne ; 
Ne helmets bright ne hawberks ftrong did fpare. 
That through the clifts the vermeil bloud out fponne. 
And all adowne their riven fides did ronne. 
Such mortall malice wonder was to fee 
In friends profeft, and fo great outrage donne ; 
But footh is faid, and tride in each degree, 

Faint friends when they fall out moft cruell fomen bee.** 

28. 

Thus they long while continued in fight ; 

• Then gan they change their fides ^ It is *' I'heir gan they," &c. in 
the 4to. 1596; and ** There gan they," &c. in the folio 1611, which 
Drayton amended to " Then gan they," which we have no doubt is the 
true language of Spenfer, the old printer having mifread '* Then " 
Their, Church propofed " Then." C. 

^ to Claribell relideJ] Joined him/elf, Fr. fe relioit. Church. 
This not very ufual meaning of the verb to " rely " docs not feem to 
have found its way into our didionaries : they only give the fenfe of to 
truft tOf to confide in, to bind tip, &c. Is it poffible that Spenfer's word 
was replide, the letter / having dropped out } C. 

^ Faint friends when they fall out moft cruell fomen bee.] Drayton 
here introduces a change in his copy of the folio 161 1, which we do 
not feel authorized to adopt, but which ought not to be pafTed over 
without mention : for " Faint friends " he writes " Faft friends ;" that 
is, that perfons much and long endeared to each other, when they do 
quarrel, become moft implacable enemies. It is eafy to imagine that 
" Faint friends " would " fell out" without much difficulty. C. 
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Till Scudamour and that fame Briton maide 
By fortune in that place did chance to light : 
Whom fbone as they with wrathfull eie bewraide. 
They gan remember of the fowle upbraide. 
The which that Britonefle had to them donne 
In that late Tumey for the fnowy maide ; 
Where fhe had them both fhamefuUy fordonne. 
And eke the famous prize of beauty from them wonne. 

Eftfoones all burning with a frefti defire 
Of fell revenge/ in their malicious mood] 
They from them felves gan turne their furious ire. 
And cruell blades, yet fteeming with whot bloud, 
Againft thofe two let drive, as they were wood : 
Who wondring much at that fo fodaine fit. 
Yet nought difmayd, them ftoutly well withftood ; 
Ne yeelded foote, ne once abacke did flit. 

But being doubly fmitten likewife doubly finit. 

30- 

The warlike Dame was on her part aflaid 
Of Claribell and Blandamour attone ; * 
And Paridell and Druon fiercely laid 
At Scudamour, both his profefled fone : 
Foure charged two, and two furcharged one ; 
Yet did thofe two them felves fo bravely beare. 
That th' other litle gained by the lone. 
But with their owne repay ed^ duely weare. 

And ufury withall : fuch gaine was gotten deare. 



<* O/fe/I revenge.] The fccond and third folios,/////. Church. 

* Of Ciaribeli and Blandamour attone,] Wc need hardly fay that 
" attone " means at once, or at one time : we have often before had 
" attone" and " attones." C. 

^ But with their owne repayed,] So every edition reads, except the 
poet's own, in which, by an unperceived error of the prefs, it is printed 
repayred, Todd. " Ufury withall," fhows " repayed " to be right. C. 
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Full oftentimes did Britomart aflay 

To fpeake to them, and fome emparlance move ; 
But they for nought their cruell hands would ftay, 
Ne lend an eare to ought that might behove. 
As when an eager maftifFe once doth prove 
The taft of bloud of fome engored beaft. 
No words may rate, nor rigour him remove 
From greedy hold of that his blouddy feaft : 

So, litle did they hearken to her fweet behead. 

Whom when the Briton Prince afarre beheld 
With ods of fo unequall match oppreft. 
His mighty heart with indignation Iweld, 
And inward grudge fild his heroicke breft. 
Eftfoones him felfe he to their aide addreft. 
And thrufting fierce into the thickeft preace 
Divided them, how ever loth to reft ; 
And would them faine from battell to furceafle. 

With gentle words perfwading them to friendly peace : 

But they fo farre from peace or patience were. 
That all at once at him gan fiercely flie. 
And lay on load, as they him downe would beare : 
Like to a ftorme which hovers under fkie. 
Long here and there and round about doth ftie,' 
At length breakes downe in raine, and haile, and fleet, 
Firft from one coaft, till nought thereof be drie. 
And then another, till that likewife fleet ; ** 

« round about dotb ftie,'] Jfcend. See the note on//V, F. Q^iu vii. 
46 [vol. ii. p. 209]. Todd. See alfo vol. i. p. 161, and vol. ii. 
p. 56. Spenfer was fond of the word. C. 

^ till that likewife fieet^ Float, See Junius. So, in " Colin Cloues 
Come Home Again," he uksjleet iox floaty ver. 286 : — 

" That feem'd amid the furges for to fleet. ^^ Church. 
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And fo from fide to fide till all the world it weet*' 

34. 

But now their forces greatly were decayd. 
The Prince yet being frefti untoucht afore ; 
Who them with fpeaches milde gan firft diflwadc 
From fuch foule outrage, and them long forbore : 
Till feeing them through fuflfrance hartned more. 
Him felfe he bent their furies to abate, 
And layd at them fo fharpely and fo fore, 
That fhortly them compelled to retrate. 

And being brought in daunger to relent too late. 

35- 
But now hia courage being throughly fired, 

He ment to make them know their follies prife. 

Had not thofe two him inftantly defired^ 

T' aflwage his wrath, and pardon their mefprife : 

At whofe requeft he gan him felfe advife 

To ftay his hand, and of a truce to treat 

In milder tearmes, as lift them to devife ; 

Mongft which the caufe of their fo cruell heat 

He did them a(ke ; who all that pafied gan repeat : 

And told at large how that fame errant Knight, 
To weet faire Britomart, them late had foyled 
In open turney, and by wrongfuU fight 
Both of their publicke praife had them defpoyled. 
And alfo of their private loves beguyled. 
Of two full hard to read the harder theft: 
But ftie that wrongfull challenge foone aflbyled. 
And ftiew'd that flie had not that Lady reft, 

(As they fuppos'd) but her had to her liking left. 

* //// al/ the toorld it weet,] For taet. Church. 

^ him inftantly defiredS] Earneftly, So, in Luke vii. 4. " They bc- 
fought him inftantly^^ &c. And thus the adjedive, Luke xxiii. 23. 
" They were inftant with loud voices." Todd. 
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37- 
To whom the Prince thus goodly well replied : 

" Certes, fir Knight, ye feemen much to blame 

To rip up wrong that battell once hath tried ;* 

Wherein the honor both of Armes ye ftiame, 

And eke the love of Ladies foule defame ; 

To whom the world this franchife ever yeelded. 

That of their loves choife they might freedom clame, 

And in that right ftiould by all knights be fhielded : 

Gainft which, me feemes, this war ye wrongfully have 

wielded." 

38. 
" And yet "° (quoth flie) " a greater wrong remaines : 

For I thereby my former love have loft ; 

Whom feeking ever fince with endlefle paines 

Hath me much forrow and much travell coft : 

Aye me, to fee that gentle maide fo toft !" 

But Scudamour, then fighing deepe, thus faide ; 

'* Certes, her lofle ought me to forrow moft, 

Whofe right (he is, where ever fhe be ftraide. 

Through many perils wonne, and many fortunes waide : 

* Certes, ^r Knight, ye feemen much to blame 
To rip up wrong that battell once bath tried."] Mcthinks it fhould 
have been printed: — 

" Certes, fir Knights, ye feemen much to blame 
'* To rip up wrong, that batteil once have tried." 
The addrefs is to all : and it is againft decorum to point out one in par- 
ticular ; becaufe blame diftributed falls the eafier on particulars. Upton. 
We leave the text as it appears in all the early editions : Drayton made 
no change in his folio i6i i. C. 

" And yet, &c.] From this and the following ftanza, it fhould feem 
that neither Britomart nor Scudamour know that Amoret is of their 
co.mpany ; and yet in the next Canto (Stanzas 3 and 4), Scudamour 
fpeaks of his miftrefs as then prefcnt, the poet not having taken the leaft 
notice of their coming to an interview. We may fay, in excufe for this 
and fome few like omiffions, that in a poem of fo great length, and in 
fuch variety of matter, many little overfights might eafily happen, 
which would as eafily have been redified, had Spenfer lived to finifh 

it. C HVRCH. 
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" For from the firft that her I love profcft. 

Unto this houre, this prefent lucklefle howre, 

I never joyed happinefle nor reft ; 

But thus turmoild from one to other ftowre 

I waft my life, and doe my daies devowre 

In wretched anguifhe and inceflant woe. 

Faffing the meafure of my feeble powre ; 

That living thus a wretch, and loving fo,° 
I neither can my love ne yet my life forgo." 

40. 
Then good Sir Claribell him thus befpake*: 

" Now were it not, fir Scudamour, to you 

DiflikefuU paine fo fad a tafke to take. 

Mote we entreat you, fith this gentle crew 

Is now fo well accorded all anew. 

That as we ride together on our way. 

Ye will recount to us in order dew 

All that adventure which ye did aflay 
For that faire Ladies love : paft perils well apay." 

41. 

So gan the reft him likewife to require ; 
But Britomart did him importune hard 
To take on him that paine : whofe great defire 
He glad to fatisfie, him felfe prepar'd 
To tell through what misfortune he had far'd 
In that atchievement, as to him befell. 
And all thofe daungers unto them declared ; 
Which fith they cannot in this Canto well 

Comprifed be, I will them in another tell. 

** That living thus a wretch^ and loving fo,] After " wretch " the 
word / appears in the poet's own edition ; but this error is removed in 
the folio of 1609. Todd. It did not reappear afterwards, for the per- 
fonal pronoun is injurious both to fenie and metre. C. 
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CANTO X. 

Scudamour doth his conqueji tell 

Ofvertuous Amoret : 
Great Venus Temple is defcriVd; 

And lovers life forth fet* 




RUE he it faid/ what ever man it fayd. 
That love with gall and hony doth 

abound ; 
But if the one be with the other wayd. 
For every dram of hony therein found, 
A pound of gall doth over it redound : 
That I too true by triall have approved ; 
For fince the day that firft with deadly wound 
My heart was launcht, and learned to have loved, 
I never joyed howre, but ftill with care was moved. 

2. 

" And yet fuch grace is given them from above. 
That all the cares and evill which they meet 
May nought at all their fetled mindes remove. 
But feeme, gainft common fence, to them moft fweet ; 
As bofting in their martyrdome unmeet. 
So all that ever yet I have endured 



• True be it faid, &c.] Not the poet, as ufual, but Sir Scudamour 
here fpeaks. Church. 
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I count as nought, and tread downe under feet, 
Since of my love at length I reft aflured. 
That to difloyalty ftie will not be allured. 

3- 
" Long were to tell the travell and long toile 

Through which this fhield of love I late have wonne. 

And purchafed this peerelefle beauties fpoile, 

That harder may be ended, then begonne : 

But fince ye fo defire, your will be donne. 

Then hearke, ye gentle knights and Ladies free,'* 

My hard mifhaps that ye may learne to ftionne ; 

For though fweet love to conquer glorious bee. 

Yet is the paine thereof much greater then the fee. 

4- 

" What time the fame of this renowmed prife 
Flew firft abroad, and all mens eares pofleft, 
I, having armes then taken, gan avife 
To winne me honour by fome noble geft. 
And purchafe me fome place amongft the beft. 
I boldly thought, (fo young mens thoughts are bold) 
That this fame brave emprize for me did reft. 
And that both fliield and flie whom I behold 

Might be my lucky lot ; fith all by lot we hold. 

5- 
" So on that hard adventure forth I went. 

And to the place of perill ftiortly came : 

That was a temple faire and auncient. 

Which of great mother Venus *^ bare the name, 

And farre renowmed, through exceeding fame. 

Much more then that which was in Paphos built. 

Or that in Cyprus, both long fince this fame, 

^ and Ladies free J\ i. e. innocent ^ pure^ free from crime : Shakcfpcarc 
often ufcs the epithet '* free " in the fame manner. C. 

^ great mother Fenus,] " Venus genetrix." Julius Cxfar, before the 
battle of Pharfalia, vowed a temple to Fenus genetrix. Upton. 
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Though all the pillours of the one were guilt. 
And all the others pavement were with yvory fpilt.** 

6. 
** And it was feated in an Ifland ftrong, 
Abounding all with delices* moft rare, 
And waird by nature gainft invaders wrong. 
That none mote have accefle, nor inward fare. 
But by one way that paflage did prepare. 
It was a bridge ybuilt in goodly wize 
With curious Corbes^ and pendants graven faire. 
And arched all with porches did arize 
On (lately pillours fram'd after the Doricke guize.' 

** with yvory fpUtJ] Inlaid, (ays Church ; but " fpilt" will hardly bear 
fuch an interpretation. One (enfe of to "fpill** is to fc after ; and 
Richardfon obferves, citing^ this paflage, that Spenfer means that the 
pavement was "//>r/</— diverfificd with pieces" of ivory. C. 

* Abounding all with delices,'] Delights, dainties, plea/ant fantafies, 
&c. Fr. delices. So Cotgrave, in v. delices, Todd. The fame word 
has already occurred, in the fame fenfe, vol. ii. p. i68. C. 

' With curious Corbes.] Ornaments in building. Fr. cor beau, a 
corbel in architecture. Chaucer, fpeaking of the ornaments and mafbnry 
of the gates of the " Houie of Fame,*' fays, " As corbellis and imageries," 
B. iii. 214. Upton. 

« On ftately pillours fram^ d after the Doricke guize,] Although the 
Ronum or Grecian architeClure did not begin to prevail in England till 
the time of Inigo Jones, yet our communication with the Italians, and 
our imitation of their manners, produced Come fpecimens of that flyle 
much earlier. Perhaps the earlieft is Someriet-houfe, in the Strand, 
built about the year 1 549, by the Duke of Somerfet, uncle to Edward VI. 
The monument of bifhop Gardiner in Winchefter cathedral, made in the 
reign of Mary, about 1555, is decorated with Ionic pillars. Spenlcr's 
verfes, here quoted, bear an alluflon to fome of thefe ^(hionable im- 
provements in building, which, at this time, were growing more and 
more into efteero. Thus alfo Bifhop Hall, who wrote about the fame 
time, viz. 1598. Sat. 2. B. 5 : — 

" There findeft thou (omt ftately Doricke frame, 
*' Or neat lonicke worke." 
But thefe ornaments were often abfurdly introduced into the old Gothic 
flyle ; as in the magnificent portico of the Schools at Oxford, eredled 
about the year 161 3, where the builder, in a Gothic edifice, has 
afFededly difplayed his univerfal fkill in the modern architedure, by 
giving us all the five orders together. However, mofl of the great 
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7- 
" And for defence thereof on th* other end 

There reared was a caftle faire and ftrong, 

That warded all which in or out did wend. 

And flancked both the bridges fides along, 

Gainft all that would it faine to force or wrong ; 

And therein wonned twenty valiant Knights, 

All twenty tride in warres experience long, 

Whofe office was againft all manner wights 

By all meanes to maintaine that cartels ancient rights. 

8. 

" Before that Caftle was an open plaine. 
And in the midft thereof a piller placed ; 
On which this ftiield, of many fought in vaine. 
The ftiield of Love, whofe guerdon me hath graced. 
Was hangd on high with golden ribbands laced : 
And in the marble ftone was written this. 
With golden letters goodly well enchaced ; 
Blejfed the man^ that well can uje his bits ;* 

JVhofe ever be the Jhieldy fair Amoret be his. 

9- 
" Which when I red, my heart did inly earne,*^ 

buildings of Queen Elizabeth's reign have a (lyle peculiar to themfelves, 
both in form and finifhing ; where, though much of the old Gothic is 
retained, and great part of the new tafte is adopted, yet neither predo- 
minates; while both, thus indiftindly blended, compofe a ^ntaftic 
fpecies, hardly reducible to any clafs or name. One of its chara6leri(lics 
is the affc£Ution of large and lofty windows j where, fays Bacon, " you 
fliall have fometimes faire boufes^ {o full of glafs, that one cannot tell 
where to become, to be out of the fun," &c. Eff. xii. T. Warton. 

** Blejfed the man, &c.] This beautiful allegory is dcfervedly recom- 
mended to the notice of all loyal lovers in '*TheTatlcr," No. 1 94. Todd. 

' that well can ufe his His.] Todd printed " this bib,'* and has mifled 
fuch as have followed his text : Profeflbr Child, in his edition, Boilon, 
1855, gives it corredly. It is a general axiom. C. 

* my heart did inly earne,] The folios read yearne. The quarto, 
earne. The fenfe [to long for] is the fame. See F. Q^, ii. iii. 46 [vol. 
ii. p. 141] ; vi. i. 40. Todd. See vol. ii. p. 141, where precifcly the 
fame couHc was purfued in the 4to. and folios ; the firft printing " erne,** 
and the ]sL^,yerne. We, of courfc, follow the 4to. C. 
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And pant with hope of that adventures hap ; 
Ne ftayed further newes thereof to leame. 
But with my fpeare upon the ftiield did rap. 
That all the caftle ringed with the clap. 
Streight forth iflewd a Knight all arm'd to proofe. 
And bravely mounted to his moft miftiap ; 
Who, flaying nought to queftion from aloofe. 
Ran fierce at me that fire glaunft from his horfes hoofe. 

10. 
" Whom boldly I encountred (as I could) 
And by good fortune fliortly him unfeated. 
Eftfoones outfprung two more of equall mould ; 
But I them both with equall hap defeated. 
So all the twenty I likewife entreated,* 
And left them groning there upon the plaine : 
Then, preacing to the pillour, I repeated 
The read thereof for guerdon of my paine. 
And taking downe the ftiield with me did it retaine. 

II. 
" So forth without impediment I paft. 
Till to the Bridges utter gate I came ; 
The which I found fure lockt and chained faft. 
I knockt, but no man aunfwred me by name ; 
I cald, but no man anfwred to my clame : 
Yet I perfever'd ftill to knocke and call ; 
Till at the laft I fpide within the fame 
Where one flood peeping through a crevis fmall, 
To whom I cald aloud, halfe angry therewithal!. 

12. 
" That was to weet the Porter of the place. 
Unto whofe trufl the charge thereof was lent : 
His name was Doubt, that had a double face, 

* / liketoife entreated.] i. e. treated: Shakefpcarc, and other poets, 
not unfrequently ufe "entreat" for treats from the Fr. trailer, to 
entertain. Richardfon adduces examples from Chaucer. C. 
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Th* one forward looking, th' other backeward bent. 
Therein refembling Janus auncient 
Which hath in charge the ingate of the yeare :°* 
And evermore his eyes about him went. 
As if fome proved perill he did feare, 
Or did mifdoubt fbme ill whofe caufe did not appeare. 

13- 
" On th* one fide he, on th' other fate Delay, 

Behinde the gate that none her might efpy ; 

Whofe manner was all paflengers to ftay 

And entertaine with her occafions fly : 

Through which fome loft great hope unheedily. 

Which never they recover might againe ; 

And others, quite excluded forth, did ly 

Long languifliing there in unpittied paine. 

And feeking often entraunce afterwards in vaine. 

14- 

" Me when as he had privily efpide 

Bearing the ftiield which I had conquerd late. 
He kend it ftreight, and to me opened wide. 
So in I paft, and ftreight he clofd the gate : 
But being in. Delay in clofe awaite 
Caught hold on me, and thought my fteps to ftay. 
Feigning full many a fond excufe to prate. 
And time to fteale, the threafure of mans day, 

Whofe fmalleft minute loft no riches render may. 

" But by no meanes my way I would forflow 
For ought that ever flie could doe or fay ; 
But from my lofty fteede difmounting low 
Paft forth on foote, beholding all the way 
The goodly workes, and ftones of rich aflay, 

™ the ingate of the yeare,] The entrance or commencement of the 
year. Spcnfer ufes the fame term in his " Ruins of Time,'* — " the in- 
gate of their birth/' C. 
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Caft into fiindry ftiapes by wondrous fkill. 
That like on earth no where I recken may; 
And underneath, the river rolling ftill 

With murmure foft, that feem'd to ferve the workmans 
will 

16. 

" Thence forth I pafled to the fecond gate. 
The Gate of good defert, whofe goodly pride 
And coftly frame were long here to relate. 
The fame to all ftoode alwaies open wide ; 
But in the Porch did evermore abide 
An hideous Giant, dreadfuU to behold. 
That ftopt the entraunce with his fpacious ftride, 
And with the terrour of his countenance bold 

Full many did affray, that elfe faine enter would. 

17- 
'* His name was Daunger, dreaded over all. 

Who day and night did watch and duely ward 

From fearefull cowards entrance to forftall 

And faint-heart-fooles, whom ftiew of perill hard 

Could terrifie from Fortunes faire adward:" 

For oftentimes faint hearts, at firft efpiall 

Of his grim face, were from approaching fcard. 

Unworthy they of grace, whom one deniall 

Excludes from faireft hope withouten jfiirther triall. 

18. 

" Yet many doughty warriours, often tride 
In greater perils to be ftout and bold, 
Durft not the fternnefle of his looke abide ; 
But, foone as they his countenance did behold. 
Began to faint, and feele their corage cold. 



° from Fortunes faire adtoard,'] From what Fortune would award 
or affign to them. *' Ad ward " is not in any of our bcft di^onaries, 
notwithflanding Spenfer's u(e of it : neither do they mention it under 
the word " award.** C. 
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Againe, ibme other^ that in hard afTales 

Were cowards knowne, and litle count did hold. 

Either through gifts, or guile, or fuch like waies. 

Crept in by ftouping low, or ftealing of the kaies.** 

19. 

"But I, though meaneft man^ of many moe. 
Yet much difdaining unto him to lout. 
Or creepe betweene his legs, fo in to goe, 
Refolv'd him to aflault with manhood ftout. 
And either beat him in, or drive him out. 
Eftfoones, advauncing that enchaunted fliield. 
With all my might I gan to lay about : 
Which when he faw, the glaive which he did wield 

He gan forthwith t'avale,** and way unto me yield. 

20. 

" So, as I entred, I did backeward looke. 

For feare of harme that might lie hidden there ; 
And loe ! his hindparts, whereof heed I tooke. 
Much more deformed, fearefull ugly were. 
Then all his former parts did earft appere : 
For hatred, murther, treafon, and defpight. 
With many moe lay in ambufhment there, 
Awayting to entrap the warelefle wight 

Which did not them prevent with vigilant forefight. 

21. 

" Thus having paft all perill, I was come 
Within the compafle of that Iflands fpace ; 

** or ftealing of the iaies.] The etymology of our modern word iey, 
is the A. S. c^eg / and here, for the fake of the rhyme, Spenfer fpells it 
differently from the orthography he has given to it in F. Q, B. iiL 
C. 9, St. 10, this vol. p. 4. C. 

P though meaneft man,] So the folios. Spenfer's own 410. 1 596, 
neareft. Church. We feel fatisfied with the emendation, becaufe it 
affords a meaning quite confiilent with the modeff humility of Scuda- 
mour, while no intelligible fen(e can be extraded from neareft. C. 

^ He gan forthwith t*avale,] He began immediately to lower his 
fword: fee vol. i. p. 183, and elfcwhere. C. 
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The which did feeme, unto my fimple doome. 

The onely pleafant and delightful! place 

That ever troden was of footings trace : 

For all that nature by her mother wit 

Q)uld frame in earth, and forme of fubftance bafe, 

Was there ; and all that nature did omit, 

Art, playing fecond natures part, fupplyed it. 

22. 

" No tree, that is of count, in greenewood growes. 
From loweft Juniper to Ceder tall ; 
No flowre in field, that daintie odour throwes. 
And deckes his branch with bloflbmes over all. 
But there was planted, or grew n'aturall : 
Nor fenfe of man fo coy and curious nice. 
But there mote find to pleafe it felfe withall ; 
Nor hart could wifti for any queint device. 

But there it prefent was, and did fraile fenfe entice. 

" In fuch luxurious plentie of all pleafure. 
It feem'd a fecond paradife to ghefle,' 
So lavifhly enricht with Natures threafure. 
That if the happie foules, which doe pofleflc 
Th' Elyfian fields and live in lafting blefle. 
Should happen this with living eye to fee. 
They foone would loath their lefler happinefle. 
And wifh to life returned againe to bee. 

That in this joyous place they mote have joyance free. 



^ It feem^ d a fecond paradife to gbejfe."] This was an idiom of the 
time^ retained in the 4to. 1 596, but afterwards amended to '' I ghefle." 
In the folios^ the words '* I ghefle " are abfurdly carried down to the 
penultimate line of the flanza, and '' to bee " mifplaced in the fecond 
line; but Drayton, in his folio 161 1» made the text accord with that in 
the earlieft impreffion, but he fpelt '* ghelTe '* guejfe. The phrafc '* a 
fecond paradife to gheffe " is equivalent to " you might guefs it to be 
a fecond paradife.** Todd printed " / gheffe." C. 

III. S 
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24. 
" Frefti (hadowes, fit to (hroud from funny ray ; 

Faire lawnds, to take the funne in feafon dew; 

Sweet fprings, in which a thoufand Nymphs did play ; 

Soft rombling brookes, that gentle flomber drew ; 

High reared mounts, the lands about to vew; 

Low looking dales, difloignd from common gaze ;* 

DelightfuU bowres, to folace lovers trew ; 

Falfe Labyrinthes, fond runners eyes to daze ; 
All which by nature made did nature felfe amaze. 

" And all without were walkes and alleyes dight* 
With divers trees enrang'd in even rankes ; 
And here and there were pleafant arbors pight. 
And fhadie feates, and fundry flowring bankes. 
To fit and reft the walkers wearie (hankes : 
And therein thoufand payres of lovers walkt, 
Prayfing their god, and yeelding him great thankes, 
Ne ever ought but of their true loves talkt, 

Ne ever for rebuke or blame of any balkt." 

26. 

" All thefe together by themfelves did fport 

Their fpotlefle pleafures and fweet loves content. 

■ difloignd from common gaze.] Separated, at a diftance from common 
gaze. To " diiloign " is a compound verb, from the Fr. eloigner, and 
is not to be met with in our didionaries. In vol. i. p. 233, Spenfer ufcs 
the word " cfloync," which is alfo in Drayton. C. 

* and al/eyes digbt."] Alleys prepared. In the 4to. 1 596, " alleyes " 
is abfurdly mifprinted all eyes, *' Pight," in the next line but one, is 
of comtCc placed. Sec vol. ii. p. 13. C. 

" or blame of any balkt,] Nor ever were dif appointed by any on 
account of rebuke or blame. Ufton. I am of opinion that *'balkt" 
here means treated with contempt, or fet at nought y i.e. theic lovers 
were baffled or defpifed by no one, their condudl being blamelefs. Todd. 
It is poffible that here ** balkt " is to be uken fomething in the fenfe 
of balk, in Shakefpeare's " Taming of the Shrew,** A. i. Sc. i, where 
Tranio fpeaks of balking logic, i. e. chopping logic, crofflng and defeating 
by difpuution. The lovers were not *' balked*' in their converfe. C. 
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But, farre away from thefe, another fort 
Of lovers lincked in true harts confent ; 
Which loved not as thefe for like intent, 
But on chaft vertue grounded their defire, 
Farre from all fraud or fayned blandiftiment ; 
Which, in their fpirits kindling zealous fire. 

Brave thoughts and noble deedes did evermore a(pire.* 

27. 

" Such were great Hercules and Hyllus deare ;^ 
Trew Jonathan and David truftie tryde ; 
Stout Thefeus and Pirithous his feare;* 
Pylades and Oreftes by his fyde ; 
Myld Titus and Gefippus without pryde ;* 
Damon and Pythias,** whom death could not fever : 
All thefe, and all that ever had bene tyde 
In bands of friendftiip, there did live for ever ; 

Whofe lives although decay'd, yet loves decayed never. 

28. 

" Which when as I, that never tafted blis 

* and noble deedes did evermore a/pire,] " Afpire " is altered to in- 
fpire in the folio i6i i ; but we agree with Todd in adhering to the text 
of the 4to. 1 596, taking the meaning of the poet to be that the •* zealous 
fire " made them afpire to brave thoughts and noble deeds. See the 
cxpreffion " to heaven did afpire," St. 38. p. 263. C. 

y and Hyllus deare.] The poet means Hylas; but it is '* Hyllus" in 
all the old impreffions. Todd. 

* Pirithous bis fear e,] Companion: more commonly fpelt " fere" 
and " phcere;" fee vol. ii. p. 23. C. 

* Myld Titus and Gefippus without pryde,] The ftory of Titus and 
Gefippus (from Boccaccio, Nov. viii. Day 10) had been told in Engliih 
veric by Edward Lewicke, as early as 1 562, under the title of " The 
moft wonderfull and pleafaunt Hiftory of Titus and Gifippus, whereby 
is fully declared the figure of perfedb Frendfliip." C. 

*> Damon and Pythias,] Todd mentions what he calls *' the old 
interlude," but what the author calls '* The excellent Comedie of the 
moft feithfullcft Freendes Damon and Pithias : " it was written by the 
celebrated Richard Edwardcs, and was firft printed in the year 1571, 
and again in 1 582. Todd fays that it was " a tragical comedy " without 
any authority ; and he does not feem to have known either the date of 
the drama, or the name of its author. C. 
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Nor happie howre, beheld with gazefuU eye, 
I thought there was none other heaven then this ; 
And gan their endlefle happineflc cnvye. 
That being free from fearc and gealofye 
Might frankely there their loves defire poffefle ; 
Whileft I, through paines and perlous jeopardie. 
Was forft to feeke my lifes deare patronnefle : 

Much dearer be the things which come through hard 
diftreffe. 

29. 

" Yet all thofe fights, and all that elfe I faw. 

Might not my fteps withhold, but that forthright 
Unto that purpofd place I did me draw. 
Where as my love was lodged day and night. 
The temple of great Venus, that is hight 
The Queene of beautie, and of love the mother. 
There worihipped of every living wight ; 
Whofe goodly workmanftiip farre paft all other 

That ever were on earth, all were they fet together. 

30. 

" Not that fame famous Temple of Diane, 
Whofe hight all Ephefus did overfee. 
And which all Afia fought with vowes prophane. 
One of the worlds (even wonders fayd to bee. 
Might match with this by many a degree : 
Nor that which that wife King of Jurie framed 
With endlefle coft to be th' Almighties fee ; 
Nor all, that elfe through all the world is named 

To all the heathen Gods, might like to this be clamed. 

31- 
" I, much admyring that fo goodly frame. 

Unto the porch approcht, which open ftood ; 

But therein fate an amiable Dame, 

That feem'd to be of very fbber mood. 

And in her femblant ihew'd great womanhood : 
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Strange was her tyre ; for on her head a crowne 
She wore, much like unto a Danifk hood, 
Poudred with pearle and ftone ; and all her gowne 

Enwoven was with gold, that raught full low adowne. 

32. 

" On either fide of her two young men flood. 
Both ftrongly arm'd, as fearing one another ; 
Yet were they brethren both of halfe the blood. 
Begotten by two fathers of one mother. 
Though of contrarie natures each to other : 
The one of them hight Love, the other Hate ; 
Hate was the elder, Love the younger brother ; 
Yet was the younger ftronger in his ftate 

Then th' elder, and him mayftred ftill in all debate. 

' 33* 

" Nathlefle that Dame fo well them tempred both. 
That ihe them forced hand to joyne in hand,*^ 
Albe that Hatred was thereto full loth. 
And tum'd his face away, as he did ftand. 
Unwilling to behold that lovely band : 
Yet ihe was of fuch grace and vertuous might. 
That her commaundment he could not withftand. 
But bit his lip for felonous defpight. 

And gnaflit his yron tufkes at that difpleafing fight. 

34- 
'* Concord flie cleeped was in common reed. 
Mother of blefled Peace and Friendftiip trew ; 
They both her twins, both borne of heavenly feed. 
And ftie her felfe likewife divinely grew ; 
The which right well her workes divine did fliew : 



<^ That Jbe them forced hand to joyne in handJ] He alludes to the 
dodlrines inculcated by the ancient philofophers, viz. that univerfal con- 
cord is eilablilhed by particular difagreements and oppofite principles. 
** Tota hujus mundi concordia ex difcordibus conftat." Scncc. " Quaeft. 
Nat." L. vii. C. 27. Upton. 
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For ftrength and wealth and happincfle flie lends, 
And ftrife and warre and anger does fubdew ; 
Of litle much, of foes flie maketh frends. 
And to afflifted minds fweet reft and quiet fends, 

" By her the heaven is in his courfe contained. 
And all the world in ftate unmoved ftands. 
As their Almightie maker firft ordained. 
And bound them with inviolable bands ; 
Elfe would the waters overflow the lands. 
And fire devoure the ayre, and hell them quight,** 
But that fhe holds them with her blefled hands. 
She is the nourfe of pleafure and delight. 

And unto Venus grace the gate doth open right. 

36. 

'* By her I entring half difmayed was ; 
But flie in gentle wife me entertayned. 
And twixt her felfe and Love did let me pas ; 
But Hatred would my entrance have reftrayned. 
And with his club me threatned to have brayned. 
Had not the Ladie with her powrefuU fpeach 
Him from his wicked will uneath refrayned ; 
And th' other eke his malice did empeach,* 

Till I was throughly paft the perill of his reach. 



<* and hell them quight,'\ I fuppofe he means, ** Elfe the waters would 
overflow the lands, and fire devour the air, and hell would entirely de- 
vour both waters and lands :" but this is a moft confufed conftrudion ; 
unlefs helly hele [Anglo-Sax.] is to cover. T. Warton. Mr. Upton 
is decidedly in favour oi hele, the old word for cover, Todd. May we 
not underftand " quight " in the fcnfe o^ quit, quite, or requite, which 
was often its meaning in the time of Spenfer and Shakefpeare ? How- 
ever, ** hell" was a very eafy mifprint for heles and in vol. ii. p. 326, 
we have feen our poet employ " unhele " for uncover. In his folio 161 1 
Drayton fuggefts no alteration here. C. 

• jind tF other eke his malice did emfeach.] " Empeach " here means 
hinder, as in vol. ii. p. 400. " Th' other " is, of courfe. Love. C. 
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37- 
** Into the inmoft Temple thus I came. 

Which fuming all with frankenfence I found 

And odours lifing from the altars flame. 

Upon an hundred marble pillors round 

The roof up high was reared from the ground. 

All deckt with crownes, and chaynes, and girlands gay. 

And thoufand pretious gifts worth many a pound. 

The which fad lovers for their vowes did pay ; 

And all the ground was ftrow'd with flowres as freih as 

May. 

38. 

" An hundred Altars round about were fet. 
All flaming with their facrifices fire. 
That with the fteme therof the Temple fwet. 
Which rould in clouds to heaven did afpire. 
And in them bore true lovers vowes entire : 
And eke an hundred brafen caudrons bright. 
To bath in joy and amorous defire. 
Every of which was to a damzell hight ;' 

For all the Priefts were damzels in foft linnen dight. 

39- 
" Right in the midft the Goddefle felfe did ftand 

Upon an altar of fome coftly mafle, 

Whofe fubfl:ance was uneath to underftand : 

For neither pretious ftone, nor durefull braflTe, 

Nor ihining gold, nor mouldring clay it was ; 

But much more rare and pretious to efteeme. 

Pure in afped, and like to chrifliall glaflTe, 

Yet glafle was not, if one did rightly deeme ; 

But, being faire and brickie,* likefl: glaflTe did feeme. 



' was to a damzeli hight,'] Entrufled, or committed, as in vol. i. 
p. 228. Inlbmces of the ufe of '' hight," meaning called, are frequent : 
fee vol. i. p. 155 ; ii. p. 6, &c. C. 

« But, being faire and brickie,'] " Bricide " is the old and corred 
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40. 

'* But it in ftiape and beautie did excell 
All other Idoles which the heathen adore, 
Farre paffing that, which by furpaffing fkill 
Phidias did make in Paphos Ifle of yore. 
With which that wretched Greeke, that life forlore. 
Did fall in love : yet this much fairer ftiined. 
But covered with a (lender veile afore ; 
And both her feete and legs together twyned 

Were with a fnake, whofe head and tail were faft com- 
byned. 

41. 

'* The caufe why fhe was covered with a vele 
Was hard to know, for that her Priefts the fame 
From peoples knowledge laboured to concele : 
But (both it was not fure for womanifti fliame. 
Nor any blemifh which the worke mote blame ; 
But for, they fay, ftie hath both kinds in one,** 
Both male and female, both under one name : 
She fyre and mother is her felfe alone. 

Begets and eke conceives, ne needeth other none. 

And all about her necke and fhoulders flew 
A flocke of litle loves, and fports, and joyes,' 

mode of fpelling brittle, from the A. S. brecan. Etymologifts have 
puzzled themfelves about the origin of the word brick ; but it is doubt- 
lefs the fame, and fo called becaufe it is " brickie," and will eafily 
break. It is not in the Prompt. Parv. C. 

** But for, they fay, Jbe bath both kinds in one, &c.] So Catullus of 
Venus, Epigr. Ixix. — 

** Nam mihi quam dederit duplex Amathufia curam." 
Duplex, i. e. of both kinds, both male and female ; as Spenfer tranflates 
it. See Meurfius's " Cyprus," Lib. i. C. 8 ; and Voffius on the above 
cited paflage of Catullus. Upton. 

* A flocke of litle loves, and fports, and joy es,] Loves, Sports, Joyes, 
are perfons, little deities, attending Venus. See Hor. Od. ii. L. i. — 
** Sive tu mavis, Erycina ridens, 
" Quam Jocus circumvolat et Cupido." Upton. 
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With nimble wings of gold and purple hew ; 
Whofe ihapes feem'd not like to terreftriall boyes. 
But like to Angels playing heavenly toyes. 
The whileft their eldeft brother was away, 
Cupid their eldeft brother : he enjoyes 
The wide kingdome of love with Lordly fway. 
And to his law compels all creatures to obay. 

43- 

" And all about her altar fcattered lay 

Great forts of lovers piteoufly complayning. 
Some of their loffe, fome of their loves delay. 
Some of their pride, fome paragons difdayning. 
Some fearing fraud, fome fraudulently fayning. 
As every one had caufe of good or ill. 
Amongft the reft fome one, through Loves conftrayning 
Tormented fore, could not containe it ftill. 

But thus brake forth, that all the temple it did fill. 

44. 

" ^ Great Venus \^ Queene of beautie and of grace, 

* The joy of Gods and men, that under fkie 

' Doeft fayreft ftiine, and moft adorne thy place ; 

* That with thy fmyling looke doeft pacific 

* The raging feas, and makft the ftormes to flie : 

* Thee, goddefle, thee the winds, the clouds doe feare ; 

* And, when thou fpredft thy mantle forth on hie, 

* The waters play, and pleafant lands appeare, 

* And heavens laugh, and al the world ftiews joyous cheare. 

^ Great Venus, &c.] This is taken from Lucretius's invocation of the 
fame goddefs in the banning of his poem, and may be reckoned one of 
the mod elegant tranflations in our language. Hughes. It is, for the 
moft part, an elegant tranilation, but not an accurate one ; nor was it, 
I fuppofe, defigned to be fuch. It certainly is below the original. 
JoRTiN. Dryden, in the " Knightes Tale," tranflated from Chaucer, 
(where Palamon makes his prayer to Venus,) had certainly in his eye 
this pafTage of Spenier, as well as Lucretius. Compare Berni, **• Orl. 
Innam." L. ii. C. i. Sts. 2, 3. Upton. 
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45- 
" * Then doth the daedale earth' throw forth to thee 

* Out of her fruitful! lap aboundant flowres ; 

* And then all living wights, foone as they fee 

* The fpring breake forth out of his lufty bowres, 

* They all doe learne to play the Paramours : 

* Firft doe the merry birds, thy prety pages, 
' Privily pricked with thy luftfuU powres, 

* Chirpe loud to thee out of their leavy cages, 

* And thee their mother call to coole their kindly rages. 

46. 
" * Then doe the falvage beafts" begin to play 

* Their pleafant frifkes, and loath their wonted food : 
' The Lyons rore ; the Tygres loudly bray ; 

* The raging Buls rebellow through the wood, 

* And breaking forth dare tempt the deepeft flood, 

* To come where thou doefl: draw them with defire. 

* So all things elfe, that nourifti vitall blood, 

* Soone as with fury thou doeft them infpire, 

* In generation feeke to quench their inward fire. 

47- 
" * So all the world by thee at firfl: was made, 

* And dayly yet thou doefl: the fame repayre ; 

* Ne ought on earth that merry is and glad, 

* Ne ought on earth that lovely is and fayre," 

* Then dotb the dadaU eartb,'\ In the Introdudion to Book iii. 
vol. ii. p. 336, Spcnfcr has fpoken of the ** daedale hand " of the fculptor 
or painter ; meaning, of courfe, thtjkilful hand : here he ufes ** daedale" 
in a fomewhat different, but kindred fenfe, in reference to the fertility 
of the earth and its ikill and power in forming all obje^ : we muft 
underfland ** daedale " here rather 2A fruitful, or prolific. C. 

°> Then doe the falvage beafts, &c.] Lucret. L. i. 14. " Inde ferae 
pecudes," &c. Compare Virgil, Georg. iii. 242, &c. whom Spenfer had 
likewife in his eye. Upton. 

** that lovely is and fay re, "] May not Spenfer have written "that 
lively is and feyre?" " Lovely and fay re" is tautologous. We aik the 
queftion becaufe, although we make no change, we find in Drayton's 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. lo. THE FAERIE ^EENE. 267 

' But thou the fame for pleafure didft prepayre : 

* Thou art the root of all that joyous is : 

* Great God of men and women, queene of th* ayre, 

* Mother of laughter, and welfpring of bliffe, 

* O graunt that of my love at laft I may not mifle ! ' 

48. 
'* So did he fay ; but I with murmure foft,** 

That none might heare the forrow of my hart. 

Yet inly groning deepe and fighing oft, 

Befought her to graunt eafe unto my fmart, 

And to my wound her gratious help impart. 

Whileft thus I fpake, behold ! with happy eye 

I fpyde where at the Idoles ket apart 

A bevie of fayre damzels clofe did lye, 
Wayting when as the Antheme fhould be fung on hye. 

49. 
" The firft of them did feeme of ryper yeares 

And graver countenance then all the reft ; 

Yet all the reft were eke her equall peares. 

Yet unto her obayed all the beft : 

Her name was Womanhood ; that ihe expreft 

By her fad femblant and demeanure wyfe. 

For ftedfaft ftill her eyes did fixed reft, 

Ne rov'd at randon, after gazers guyfe, 
Whofe luring baytes oftimes doe heedlefle harts entyfe. 

50. 
" And next to her fate goodly Shamefaftneffe, 

Ne ever durft her eyes from ground upreare, 

copy of the folio 1611 / in the margin for in the text. By lively, 
Spcnfcr may have intended lifely, foil of life ; Chaucer, in his ** Knights 
Tale," V. 2089, ^^ " J»fly " ^or lifelike. On the other hand " lovely" 
may here, as in fome other places, mean loving, C. 

® but I with murmure /oft,'] He feems to allude to what Paufanias 
tells us, namely, that the Athenians dedicated a temple to Love and to 
Venus the tobifperer: and thofe, who offered up their devotions to the 
fiiir goddefs, whifpered in the ear of the ftatue their fccrct petitions. 

Upton. 
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Ne ever once did looke up from her defle/ 
As if fome blame of evill fhe did feare. 
That in her cheekes made rofes oft appeare : 
And her againft fweet Chercfulneffe was placed, 
Whofe eyes, like twinkling ftars in evening cleare. 
Were deckt with fmyles that all fad humors chaced. 
And darted forth delights the which her goodly graced. 

" And next to her fate fober Modeftie, 
Holding her hand upon her gentle hart ; 
And her againft fate comely Curtefie, 
That unto every perfon knew her part ; 
And her before was feated overthwart 
Soft Silence, and fubmiffe Obedience, 
Both linckt together never to difpart ; 
Both gifts of God, not gotten but from thence ; 
Both girlonds** of his Saints againft their foes ofience, 

" Thus fate they all around in feemely rate : 
And in the midft of them a goodly mayd. 
Even in the lap of Womanhood there fate. 
The which was all in lilly white arayd. 
With filver ftreames' amongft the linnen ftray'd; 



P did looke up from ber deffe,'] So fpelt for the more accurate rhyme, 
and not dais^ as it is ufually printed : Leland has deafe. Etymologifls 
have difputed both the origin and meaning of the word ; but, whatever 
be its fource, it is ufually to be taken as a platform, fomewhat elevated 
above the reft of the floor of the apartment ; and this fccms to be what 
Spenfer meant to exprefs here, C. 

*i Both gir/onds.] So all the editions. Quaere, gardians, as Spenfer 
would have fpelt it. Church. If this were a mifprint, it muft have 
arifen from milhearing ; but " girlonds " is unnoted in Drayton's folio 
161 1. Could guerdons have been the poet's word? C. 

*■ With filver ft reames.'] Might we not read ** While filver ftreames 
amongft the linnen ftrayed ? ** There is, however, no authority for the 
innovation, and the text can be well underftood without it. C. 
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Like to the Mome, when firft her ftiyning face 
Hath to the gloomy world itfelf bewray'd : 
That fame was fayreft Amoret in place, 

Shyning with beauties light and heavenly vertues 
grace. 

S3' 

" Whom foone as I beheld, my hart gan throb 
And wade in doubt what beft were to be donne ; 
For facrilege me feem'd the Church to rob. 
And folly feem'd to leave the thing undonne 
Which with fo ftrong attempt I had begonne. 
Tho, fhaking off all doubt and fliamefaft feare. 
Which Ladies love, I heard, had never wonne 
Mongft men of worth, I to her ftepped neare. 

And by the lilly hand her laboured up to reare. 

54- 
" Thereat that formoft matrone me did blame, 

And fharpe rebuke for being over bold ; 

Saying, it was to Knight unfeemely fhame 

Upon a reclufe Virgin to lay hold. 

That unto Venus fervices was fold. 

To whom I thus : * Nay, but it fitteth beft 

For Cupids man with Venus mayd to hold ; 

For ill your goddefle fervices are dreft 
By virgins, and her facrifices let to reft.* 

SS' 
" With that my ftiield I forth to her did ihow. 
Which all that while I clofely had conceld ; 
On which when Cupid, with his killing bow 
And cruell fhafts, emblazond flie beheld. 
At fight thereof ihe was with terror queld. 
And faid no more : but I, which all that while 
The pledge of faith, her hand, engaged held. 
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Like wane hynd* within the weedie fbyle, 
For no intreatie would forgoe fo glorious fpoylc. 

ss. 

" And evermore upon the Goddeflc face 
Mine eye was fixt, for feare of her offence ; 
Whom when I faw with amiable grace 
To laugh at me,* and favour my pretence, 
I was emboldned with more confidence ; 
And nought for niceneffe nor for envy fparing. 
In prefence of them all forth led her thence. 
All looking on, and like aftonifht ftaring. 

Yet to lay hand on her not one of all them daring. 

57- 
** She often prayd, and often me befought. 
Sometime with tender teares to let her goe. 
Sometime with witching fmyles ; but yet, for nought 
That ever flie to me could fay or doe. 
Could flie her wiftied freedome fro me wooe : 
But forth I led her through the Temple gate. 
By which I hardly paft with much adoe ; 
But that fame Ladie," which me friended late 
In entrance, did me alfb friend in my retnite. 

58. 

** No leffe did Daunger threaten me with dread, 
Whenas he faw me, maugre all his powre. 



• Like warie byndJ] So all the books ; but I would rather read 
foeary: for the meaning is, " I held her hand kUk and engaged, as faft as 
the weary hynd, hunted and run down, is entangled in the high and 
weedie foyl, by which means (he cannot efcape the hunter; fo Amoret 
could not difengage herfelf from me." Upton. Drayton made no fuch 
change : the hind, being *' wary,'* would not forfake the water. C. 

' To laugh at meJ] So the 4to. 1 596, ufually called Spenfer's edi- 
tion : the ^lios alter it to ** laugh on me ;" but the meaning here is 
the fame. Venus fmiled approvingly at Scudamour. C. 

" But that fame Ladie, &c.] That is. Concord. See Sts. 35, 36. 

Church. 
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That glorious fpoyle of beautie with me lead, 
Then Cerberus, when Orpheus did recoure* 
His Leman from the Stygian Princes boure : 
But evermore my ihield did me defend 
Againft the ftorme of every dreadfuU ftoure : 
Thus fafely with my Love I thence did wend." 
So ended he his tale, where I this Canto end. 



* wbeff Orpheus did recoure,'] i. c. recover, Wc have already had 
the fame word fpelt in the fame way, and for the fame reafbn, in C. ix. 
St. 25 of this Book (p. 242). The more ordinary orthography certainly 
is recure, C. 
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CANTO XL 

MarinelU former wound is heald; 

he comes to Proteus hally 
Where Thames* doth the Medway weddy 

andfeajis the Sea-gods all}* 



I. 

jUT ah for pittie ! that I have thus long 
Left a fayre Ladie languifhing in payne : 
Now well away ! that I have docn fuch 

wrong, 
To let faire Florimell in bands remayne. 
In bands of love, and in fad thraldomes chayne ; 
From which, unlefle fome heavenly powre her free 




• Where Thames,"] Hughes here inaccurately reads Tbamis, not 
obierving the mode fo ^quent in Spenfer of extending a monofyllable 
into a difTyllable, Sec. Todd. The peculiarity does not belong to 
Spenfer alone ; he had it from older poets : when it occurs it fpeaks for 
itfelf, and both the eye and the ear of the reader become acquainted 
with it. If not, they are much in fault. C. 

^ andfeafts the Sea-gods all,] In the following account of the rivers 
which attended the marriage of Thames and Medway, we have num- 
berlefs inftances of an abfurd mixture ; god and river, that is, perfon and 
thing, being often indifcriminately put the one for the other. Horace, 
in one line, affords a conciie and appofite exemplification of the fault 
here imputed to Spenfer : *' Sic tauriformis volvitur Aufidus." Ovid, 
in the fpeech of the Earth,, forgets the perfonification, and makes her 
talk of being ploughed ^ raked^ and harrowed. Met. ii. 286 : — 

•' adunci vulnera aratri 

*' Raftrorumque/>r^, totoque exerceor anno." T. Warton. 
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By miracle, not yet appearing playne. 
She lenger yet is like captiv'd to bee ; 

That even to thinke thereof it inly pitties mee. 

2. 

Here neede you*' to remember, how erewhile 
Unlovely Proteus, miffing to his mind 
That Virgins love to win by wit or wile. 
Her threw into a dongeon deepe and blind. 
And there in chaynes her cruelly did bind, 
In hope thereby her to his bent to draw : 
For, when as neither gifts nor graces kind 
Her conftant mind could move at all he faw. 

He thought her to compell by crueltie and awe. 

3- 

Deepe in the bottome of an huge great rocke 
The dongeon was, in which her bound he left. 
That neither yron barres, nor brafen locke. 
Did neede to gard from force, or fecret theft 
Of all her lovers which would her have reft : 
For walPd it was with waves, which rag'd and ror'd 
As they the cliffe in peeces would have cleft ; 
Befides, ten thoufand monfters foule, abhor'd. 

Did waite about it, gaping, griefly, all begor'd. 

4- 
And in the midft thereof did horror dwell. 
And darkenefle dredd that never viewed day. 
Like to the balefull houfe of lo^eft hell. 
In which old Styx her aged bones alway. 
Old Styx the Grandame of the Gods,** doth lay. 



® Here neede you, &c.] For the conncdUon fee F. Qj^iii. viii. 41 [vol. 
ii. p. 498]. Church. 

** 0/d Styx the Grandame of the Gods J] Styx, according to Hyginus, 
was daughter o^^i^l and Erebus [Hefiod (ays of Tcthys and Oceanus]. 
Boccace calls her, " Deorum nutrix ct bojpita** Upton. 
III. T 
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There did this lucklefle mayd feven months* abide, 
Ne ever evening faw, ne mornings ray, 
Ne ever from the day the night defcride. 
But thought it all one night that did no houres divide. 

5- 

And all this was for love of Marinell, 

Who her defpyfd (ah ! who would her defpyfe ?) 
And wemens love did from his hart expell. 
And all thofe joyes that weake manldnd entyfe. 
Nathlefle his pride full dearely he did pryfe ;' 
For of a womans hand it was ywroke. 
That of the wound he yet in languor lyes, 
Ne can be cured of that cruell ftroke 

Which Britomart him gave, when he did her provoke. 

6. 

Yet farre and neare the Nymph his mother fought. 
And many falves did to his fore applie. 
And many herbes did ufe. But when as nought. 
She faw, could eafe his rankling maladie. 
At laft to Tryphon fhe for helpe did hie, 
(This Tryphon is the feagods furgeon hight,) 
Whom fhe befought to find fome remedie. 
And for his paines a whiftle him behight,' 

That of a fifties fhell was wrought with rare delight. 

7- 
So well that Leach did hearke to her requeft. 

And did fo well employ his carefull paine, 

— « — — • ■ ^ 

* Seven months.] The folios read " tbree months." But as there 

docs not appear to me any reafon for an alteration, and as the poet was 

at liberty to fix what number of months he pleafed, I have retained the 

original reading. CHxmcH. 

f fu// dearelj be did pryfe.] He paid dearly for, he paid the price of. 

" Pryfe" inftead oi price (as Spenfer fpells it F. Qj^i. v. 26), for the 

rhyme's fake. CmmcH. See vol. i. p. 254. C. 

« a tohifth him Might.] Promi/ed. So ufed by Chaucer. Sec 

Tyrwhitt's GIoiH in v. Behight. Todd. See alfo the preceding Canto, 

St. 38 (p. 263), where ** hight" is fo applied. C. 
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That in fliort fpace his hurts he had redreft. 

And him reftor'd to healthfull ftate againe : 

In which he long time after did remaine 

There with the Nymph his mother, like her thrall ; 

Who fore againft his will did him retaine. 

For feare of perill which to him mote fall 

Through his too ventrous prowefle proved over all. 

8. 

It fortun'd then, a folemne feaft was there 
To all the Sea-gods and their fruitfuU feede. 
In honour of the fpoulalls** which then were 
Betwixt the Medway and the Thames agreed. 
Long had the Thames (as we in records reed) 
Before that day her wooed to his bed. 
But the proud Nymph would for no worldly meed. 
Nor no entreatie^ to his love be led ; 

Till now, at laft relenting, fhe to him was wed. 

9- 
So both agreed that this their bridale feaft 

Should for the Gods in Proteus houfe be made ; 

To which they all repayr'd, both moft and leaft, 

Afwell which in the mightie Ocean trade. 

As that in rivers fwim, or brookes doe wade : 

All which, not if an hundred tongues to tell. 

And hundred mouthes, and voice of brafle I had,* 

•> In honour of the fpoufalls^ &c.] When Camden was a young man 
he wrote *' The firidale of the Ifis and Tame," and frequently cites this 
his juvenile poem in his '' Britannia." See an allution to this Bridale 
in Drayton's '* Polyolbion," Song xv. When Spenfer came firft from 
the North and vifited his noble friend Sir P. Sidney at Penfliurft, he 
there, well acquainted with the Medway, perhaps wrote, by way of 
imitation and friendly rivalfhip of Camden's poem, '* The Bridale of 
the Medway and Thames:" this poem he [may have] afterwards 
worked into his ** Faerie Queene;" — the very epifode which now we 
have under coniideration. Upton. 

* And hundred mouthes ^ and voice ofbrajfe I hadJ] Periius, Sat. v. 
I : — *' Vatibus hie mos eft centum tibi pofcere voces, 

** Centum ora, et linguas optare in carmina centum.'* Upton. 
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And endlefle memorie that mote excell. 

In order as they came could I recount them well. 

10. 

Helpe, therefore, O! thou facred imp of Jove, 
The nourfling of Dame Memorie his deare. 
To whom thofe roUes, layd up in heaven above. 
And records of antiquitie appeare. 
To which no wit of man may comen neare ; 
Helpe me to tell the names of all thofe floods 
And all thofe Nymphes, which then aflembled were 
To that great banquet of the watry Gods, 

And all their fundry kinds, and all their hid abodes. 

II. 

Firft came great Neptune, with his threeforkt mace. 
That rules the Seas and makes them rife or fall ; 
His dewy lockes did drop with brine apace 
Under his Diademe imperiall : 
And by his fide his Queene with coronall, 
Faire Amphitrite, moft divinely faire, 
Whofe yvorie fhoulders weren covered all. 
As with a robe, with her owne filver haire. 

And deckt with pearles which th* Indian feas for her pre- 
paire. 

12. 

Thefe marched farre afore the other crew : 
And all the way before them, as they went, 
Triton his trompet fhrill before them blew. 
For goodly triumph and great joUyment, 
That made the rockes to roare as they were rent. 
And after them the royall iflue came. 
Which of them fprung by lineall defcent : 
Firft the Sea-gods, which to themfelves doe clame 

The powre to rule the billowes, and the waves to tame. 

Phorcys, the father of that fatall brood. 
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By whom thoie old Heroes wonne fuch fame ; 
And Glaucus, that wife fouthfayes underftood ; 
And tragicke Inoes fonne, the which became 
A God of feas through his mad motlfers blame. 
Now hight Palemon, and is faylers frend ; 
Great Brontes ; and Aftraeus, that did fhame 
Himfelfe with inceft of his kin unkend ; 

And huge Orion, that doth tempefts ftill portend ; 

14. 

The rich Cteatus ; and Eurytus long ; 
Neleus and Pelias, lovely brethren both ; 
Mightie Chryfaor ; and Caicus ftrong ; 
Eurypulus, that calmes the waters wroth ; 
And faire Euphoemus, that upon them go'th 
As on the ground, without difmay or dread ; 
Fierce Eryx ; and Alebius, that know'th 
The waters depth, and doth their bottome tread ; 

And lad Afopus, comely with his hoarie head* 

There alfo fome moft famous founders were 

Of puiflant Nations which the world pofleft. 

Yet fonnes of Neptune, now aflembled here : 

Ancient Ogyges, even th' auncienteft ; 

And Inachus renowmd above the reft ; 

Phoenix ; and Aon ; and Pelafgus old ; 

Great Belus ; Phoeax ; and Agenor beft ; 

And mightie Albion, father of the bold 
And warlike people which the Britaine Iflands hold : 

16. 
For Albion the fonne of Neptune was ; 

Who, for the proofe of his great puiflance. 

Out of his Albion did on dry-foot pas'' 

^ Out of bis Albion did on dry-foot pas, "] Britain was faid originally 
to have been joined to Gaul. Albion was a ion of Neptune, and con- 
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Into old Gall, that now is deeped France, 
To fight with Hercules, that did advance 
To vanquifh all the world with matchleffe might ; 
And there his mortall part by great mifchance 
Was flaine ; but that which is th' immortall fpright 
Lives ftill, and to this feaft with Neptunes feed was dight. 

17- 

But what doe I their names feeke to reherfe. 
Which all the world have with their iflue fild ? 
How can they all * in this fo narrow verfe 
Contayned be, and in fmall compafle hild ? " 
Let them record them that are better fkild, 
And know the moniments of pafled age ° 
Onely what needeth fhall be here fulfild, 
T' expreffe fome part of that great equipage 

Which from great Neptune do derive their parentage. 

18. 

Next came the aged Ocean and his Dame 
Old Tethys, th' oldeft two of all the reft ; 
For all the reft of thofe two parents came. 
Which afterward both fea and land pofleft ; 
Of all which Nereus, th' eldeft and the beft. 



tended with Hercules. Thb ftory is mentioned by Pomponius Mela 
and Diodorus Siculus; but the ftory here alluded to is taken ftom 
Britifli chroniclers, and the reader may fee it in Holinfhed's ** Hift. of 
England," B. i. C. 3. Upton. 

* How can they all, &c.] Natalis Comes, having finiihed his cata- 
logue of thefe divinities, adds, ** Ut alios infinitos prope praetermittam ; 
nam plures quam o£loginta me legifTe memini." Spenfer apparently 
took hb catalogue from this mythologift. Natalis Comes was then juft 
publilhed, and, I fuppofe, a popular book. T. Warton. 

°* in fmall compajfe bild.'\ " Hild" for belil was very common. 
Warner, in his " Albion's England" firft printed in 1586, oftener ufcs 
'* hild" than hM, even when the rhyme does not require ** hild." C. 

° moniments of pajfed age,"] All the old editions read •* pafled times s:** 
but the rhyme requires that we fhould read age. Todd. We have no 
hefitation in adopting '' age," not only for the reafon here ftated» but 
becaufc Drayton in his folio 161 1 corredled times to *' age." C 
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Did firft proceed ; then which none more upright, 
Ne more fincere in word and deed profeft ; 
Moft voide of guile, moft free from fowle defpight. 
Doing him felfe, and teaching others to doe right. 

19. 
Thereto he was expert in prophecies. 

And could the ledden of the gods** unfold ; 
Through which, when Paris brought his famous 

prife. 
The faire Tindarid lafle, he him foretold 
That her all Greece with many a champion bold 
Should fetch againe, and finally deftroy 
Proud Priams towne. So wife is Nereus old, 
And fb well fkild ; nathlefle he takes great joy 
Oft-times amongft the wanton Nymphs to fport 
and toy. 

20. 

And after him the famous rivers came, 
Which doe the earth enrich and beautifie : 
The fertile Nile, which creatures new doth frame ; 
Long Rhodanus, whofe fburfe fprings from the fkie ;P 
Faire Ifter, flowing from the mountaines hie ; 
Divine Scamander, purpled yet with blood 
Of Greeks and Trojans which therein did die ; 
Paftolus gliftring with his golden flood ; 

And Tygris fierce, whofe ftreames of none may be with- 
fliood; 



® the ledden of the gods.'] The language or dialect. So ledden is 
ufed by Chaucer, Q, Douglas, and Fairfex. See Junius in v. Leden. 
Upton. Drayton, as Richardfon fhows, ufes ** the ledden of birds" for 
the language of birds, in Polyolb. S. 12 : A. S. leden. Lied is Germ. 
ioxfong^ which may better fuit Drayton's " ledden of birds.'* C. 

P Long Rhodanus^ tobofe fourfe fprings from tbefiyS] Long, becaufe, 
rifing from the Alps, he runs through France and empties himfelf into 
the Tyrrhene feas : '* whofe fourfe fprings /r^w tbejky,^* i.e. from the 
fhow and rains which £dl from the flcy on the Alpine hills. Upton. 
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21. 

Great Ganges ; and immortall Euphrates ;^ 
Deepe Indus ; and Maeander intricate ; 
Slow Peneus ; and tempeftuous Phafides ; ' 
Swift Rhene ; and Alpheus ftill immaculate ; 
Ooraxes, feared for great Cyrus fate ;' 
Tybris, renowmed for the Romaines fame ; 
Rich Oranochy, though but knowen late ; 
And that huge River, which doth beare his name 

Of warlike Amazons, which doe poflefle the fame. 

22. 

Joy on thofe warlike women, which fo long 
Can from all men fo rich a kingdome hold ! 
And fliame on you, O men ! which boaft your ftrong 
And valiant hearts, in thoughts lefle hard and bold. 
Yet quaile in conqueft of that land of gold.* 
But this to you, O Britons ! moft pertaines. 
To whom the right hereof it felfe hath fold. 
The which, for fparing litle coft or paines, 

Loofe fo immortall glory, and fo endlefle gaines. 

*» immortall Euphrates,'] Spcnfer is not uniform in this fidfe quan- 
tity ; for he makes the fecond fy liable, as it (hould be, long in F. Q^ i. 
vii. 43 [vol. i. p. 297]. Fairfax, as Mr. Church has obferved, has re- 
peatedly followed this accentuation on the firft fyllable. Inftances 
might be added from Shakefpeare, Jofhua Sylvefter, and other poets of 
the fame period. Todd. 

' and tempeftuous Phafides.'] I fuppofe he means Pbafis, a lar]ge 
river in Colchis, now called Fajfo, which runs into the Black fea. 
Church. 

• OoraxeSffearedfor great Cyrus fate.] '0*Apd^s»Qyd^s, Ooraxes: 
fo Spenfer in his own edition : it is fpelt Oraxes in the folios. Cyrus 
pafTed this river, but never repaifed it again, being flain by Thorny ris, 
hence feared for the ill fuccefs and ill fate of Cyrus. Upton. 

* that land of gold,] Guiana. It was in the year preceding the 
publication of" The Second Part of the Faerie Queene" that Sir Walter 
Kaleigh performed his voyage ; and his account of it, under the title of 
" The Difcoverie of the large, rich, and bewtiful Empire of Guiana,'* 
came out in 1 596. In the fame year appeared Keymis's ** Relation 
of the (econd Voyage to Guiana." C. 
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Then was there heard a moft celeftiall found 
Of dainty muficke, which did next enfew 
Before the fpoufe : that was Arion crownd ;" 
Who, playing on his harpe, unto him drew 
The eares and hearts of all that goodly crew ; 
That even yet the Dolphin, which him bore 
Through the Agaean feas from Pirates vew. 
Stood ftill by him aftonifht at his lore. 

And all the raging feas for joy forgot to rore. 

So went he playing on the watery plaine : 

Soone after whom the lovely Bridegroome came. 
The noble Thamis,* with all his goodly traine ; 
But him before there went, as beft became. 
His auncient parents, namely th^ auncient Thame : 
But much more aged was his wife then he. 
The Ouze, whom men doe Ifis rightly name. 
Full weake and crooked creature feemed fliee. 

And almoft blind through eld, that fcarce her way could 
fee. 

Therefore on either fide flie was fuftained 

Of two fmal grooms, which by their names were hight 
The Chume and Charwell, two fmall ftreames, which 
pained 

" That was Arion crotondJ] Arion put on his crown when he jumped 
into the fea to avoid the mercilefs mariners : i.e. he dreiTed himfelf in 
his proper habit as a mufiqian with his robe and crown. See Ovid, 
Fail. ii. 105 : — 

'* capit ille coronam, 
*' Quae poffit crines, Phoebe, decerc tuas." Upton. 

* The noble Tbamis,'] We prefer the fpelling of the poet, who did 
not need to inform his readers that " Thamis " ought to be pronounced in 
the time of a monofyllable. See alTo St. 32, &c. Todd and others have 
fpelt it Thames ; as above he converted Spenfer's " Agaean " into ^gean. 
It is ** Agaean '* in every old copy ; but jEgean was^ of courie, meant* C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



282 rHE FAERIE QUEENE. B. 4. 

Them felves her footing to diredt aright. 
Which fayled oft through faint and feeble plight : 
But Thame was ftronger, and of better ftay ; 
Yet feem'd full aged by his outward fight. 
With head all hoary, and his beard all gray, 

Deawed with filver drops that trickled downe alway. 

26. 

And eke he fomewhat feem'd to floupe afore 
With bowed backe, by reafon of the lode 
And auncient heavy burden which he bore 
Of that faire City, wherein make abode 
So many learned impes, that flioote abrode, 
And with their braunches fpred all Britany, 
No leffe than do her elder fifters broode. 
Joy to you both, ye double nourfery 

Of Arts ! but, Oxford, thine doth Thame moft 
glorify. 

27. 

But he their fonne full frelh and jolly was. 
All decked in a robe of watchet hew. 
On which the waves, glittering like Chriftall glas. 
So cunningly enwoven were, that few 
Could weenen whether they were falfe or trew : 
And on his head like to a Coronet 
He wore, that feemed ftrange to common vew. 
In which were many towres and caftels fet. 

That it encompaft round as with a golden fret. 

28. 

Like as the mother of the Gods, they fay. 
In her great iron charet wonts to ride. 
When to Joves pallace flie doth take her way. 
Old Cybele, arayd with pompous pride. 
Wearing a Diademe embatrild wide 
With hundred txirrets, like a Turribant ; 
With fuch an one was Thamis beautifide ; 
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That was to weet the famous Troynovant, 

In which her kingdomes throne is chiefly refiant.' 

29. 

And round about him many a pretty Page 
Attended duely, ready to obay ; 
All little Rivers which owe vaflallage 
To him, as to their Lord, and tribute pay : 
The chaulky Kenet ; and the Thetis gray ; 
The morifti Cole ; and the foft Aiding Breane ;* 
The wanton Lee, that oft doth loofe his way ; 
And the ftill Darent, in whofe waters cleane 

Ten thoufand fifties play and decke his pleafant ftreame. 

30. 

Then came his neighbour flouds which nigh him dwell. 
And water all the Englifli foile throughout : 
They all on him this day attended well. 
And with meet fervice waited him about, 
Ne none difdained low to him to lout ; 
No, not the ftately Seveme grudg'd at all, 
Ne ftorming Humber, though he looked ftout ; 
But both him honor'd as their principall. 

And let their fwelling waters low before him fall. 

There was the fpeedy Tamar, which devides 
The Cornifli and the Devonifli confines ; 
Through both whofe borders fwiftly downe it glides. 
And, meeting Plim, to Plimmouth thence declines : 
And Dart, nigh chockt with fands of tinny mines : 

y throne is chiefly refiant,'\ Refident, lodged, placed. Lat-Barb. 
refiantia^ relidence. Upton. It is a word by no means uncommon 
both in profe and poetry : fee Richardfon's Diftionary. C. 

* the /oft fliding Breane,"] Milton, in his manufcript pre/crvcd in 
Trinity College, Cambridge, had originally termed the river " Mincius,** 
in his " Lycidas," ver. 86, " foft Hiding,*' probably from a remembrance 
of thb paflage in Spenfer. But he altered the expreflion, when his 
Monody was printed, to fmooth-fliding. Todd. 
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But Avon marched in more ftatcly path. 
Proud of his Adamants with which he fhines 
And glifters wide, as als of wondrous Bath, 
And Briftow faire, which on his waves he builded hath. 

And there came Stoure with terrible afpeft, 
Bearing his fixe deformed heads on hye, 
That doth his courfe through Blandford plains direft. 
And wafheth Winborne meades in feafon drye. 
Next him went Wylibourne with paflage flye. 
That of his wylineflfc his name doth take. 
And of him felfe doth name the fliire thereby : 
And Mole, that like a noufling Mole doth make 

His way ftill under ground, till Thamis he overtake. 

33- 
Then came the Rother, decked all with woods 

Like a wood God, and flowing fail to Rhy ; 

And Sture, that parteth with his pleafant floods 

The Eafterne Saxons from the Southerne ny. 

And Clare and Harwitch both doth beautify : 

Him foUow'd Yar, foft waftiing Norwitch wall. 

And with him brought a prefent joyfully 

Of his owne filh unto their feftivall, 

Whofe like none elfe could fliew, the which they Ruffins 
call. 

34- 

Next thefe the plenteous Oufe came far from land. 
By many a city and by many a towne. 
And many rivers taking under hand 
Into his waters as he paflfeth downe, 
The Cle, the Were, the Guant, the Sture, the Rowne. 
Thence doth by Huntingdon and Cambridge flit. 
My mother Cambridge, whom as with a Crowne 
He doth adorne, and is adorn'd of it 

With many a gentle Mufe and many a learned wit. 
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3S- 

And after him the fatall Welland went/ 

That, if old fawes prove true (which God forbid !) 
Shall drowne all Holland** with his excrement. 
And fhall fee Stamford, though now homely hid. 
Then fhine in learning, more then ever did 
Cambridge or Oxford, Englands goodly beames. 
And next to him the Nene downe foftly Aid ; 
And bounteous Trent, that in him felfe enfeames*' 

Both thirty forts of filh, and thirty fundry ftreames. 

Next thefe came Tyne, along whofe ftony bancke 
That Romaine Monarch built a brafen wall,** 
Which mote the feebled Britons ftrongly flancke 
Againft the Pids that fwarmed over all. 
Which yet thereof Gualfever they doe call : 
And Twede, the limit betwixt Logris land* 



• And after him the fatall Welland went,"] Fatal, i.e. appointed by 
the Fates to fome end or purpofe. So Ovid, Met. xv. 54, ** Fatalia 
flominb ora.'' This paiTage has been explained by Anthony Wood, 
*' Hiftor. et Antiq. Oxon," p. 165. Ufton. 

»> Shall drowne all Holland.'] The Welland rifes in Rutlandfliire, 
and, paifing by Stamford, runs into Lincolnfhi|-e, and empties itfelf into 
the Tea near the fouth-eaft part of the county, which is called Holland. 
Church. 

^ that in bim felfe enfeames,'] Mr. Upton interprets this word, upon 
no juft grounds, yi;//^»/. The verb perhaps was formed from the old 
French verb enfemencer, to fumifh with feed. Todd. Yet fee Richard- 
fon's Di£t ; and fee the epithet '' enfeamed" applied to a luxurious and 
guilty bed in " Hamlet," A. iii. Sc. 4. The meaning here may only be, 
that the Trent includes in his waters fo many kinds of fifh. C. 

^ a brafen wallJ] Meaning the famous Pi£b' wall, called by the Bri- 
tons Gual' Sever, or Mur^ Sever, i.e. the wall of Sever us, built acrofs 
the ifland from Solway Frith to Tynemouth. ** Brafen,** in the poetic 
ftyle, means firm and ftrong ; and fo Homer often ufes it. Both Homer 
and Spenfer call the heavens brafen from their firmnefs and fUbility. 
Upton. 

* betwixt Logris land, &c.] That is, betwixt England and Scot- 
land. See. F. Q^ ii. x. i j. Church. He (hould have faid St. 14: 
fee vol. ii. p. 265. C. 
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And Albany : And Eden, though but fmall. 
Yet often ftainde with bloud of many a band 
Of Scots and Englifti both, that tyned on his ftrand/ 

37- 

Then came thofe fixe fad brethren, like forlorne, 
That whilome were (as antique fathers tell) 
Sixe valiant Knights of one faire Nymphe ybome. 
Which did in noble deedes of armes excell. 
And wonned there where now Yorke people dwell ; 
Still Ure, fwift Werfe, and Oze the moft of might. 
High Swale, unquiet Nide, and troublous Skell ; 
All whom a Scythian king, that Humber hight. 

Slew cruelly, and in the river drowned quite. 

38. 

But paft not long ere Brutus warlicke fonne, 
Locrinus, them aveng'd, and the fame date. 
Which the proud Humber unto them had donne. 
By equall dome repayd on his owne pate : 
For in the felfe fame river, where he late 
Had drenched them, he drowned him againe. 
And nam'd the river of his wretched fate ; 
Whofe bad condition yet it doth retaine. 

Oft tofled with his ftormes which therein ftill remaine, 

39- 
Thefe after came the ftony fhallow Lone, 
That to old Loncafter his name doth lend ; 
And following Dee, which Britons long ygone 
Did call divine, that doth by Chefter tend ; 
And Conway, which out of his ftreame doth fend 
Plenty of pearles to decke his dames withall ; 

' that tyned on his ftranL'\ Upton gives '* tyned" as from the Icc- 
landicy meaning perdidit i and Todd would derive it from the A. S. 
tjnan^ claudere. We underftand " tyned*' in the ordinary fenfe of 
kindled: fee vol. ii. pp. 219, 294, 401. The Scots and Englifh had 
been inflamed againft each odier on that ftrand. C. 
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And Lindus that his pikes doth moft commend. 
Of which the auncient Lincolne men doe call. 

All thefe together marched toward Proteus hall. 

40. 

Ne thence the Irifhe Rivers abfent were : 
Sith no lefle famous then the reft they bee. 
And joyne in neighbourhood of kingdome nere, 
Why Ihould they not likewife in love agree. 
And joy likewife this folemne day to fee ? 
They faw it all, and prefent were in place ; 
Though I them all according their degree 
Cannot recount, nor tell their hidden race. 

Nor read the falvage cuntreis thorough which they pace. 

41. 

There was the LifFy rolling downe the lea ; 
The fandy Slane ; the ftony Aubrian ; 
The fpacious Shenan fpreading like a fea ; 
The pleafant Boyne ; the fifliy fruitfull Ban ; 
Swift AwnidufF, which of the Englifh man 
Is cal'de Blackewater ; and the LiiFar deep ; 
Sad Trowis, that once his people overran ; 
Strong Alio tombling from Slewlogher fteep ; 

And Mulla mine, whofe waves I whilom taught to weep.* 

42. 

And there the three renowmed brethren were,** 

« JnJ Mulla mine^ whofe toaves I tobilom taught to taeep,] Spcnfcr 
menrioDS the river Mulla with its alders alfo in his '' Colin Clouts come 
Home again," v. 59 : — 

** Of the greene alders by the Mullaes fhore.** 
It was publifhcd in 1595, the year before " The Second Part of the 
Faerie Queene" made its appearance. The Mulla ran not far from 
Kilcolman, Spenfer's property and place of abode, and was famous for 
the quantity, variety, and goodnefs of the fifh it produced. Todd re- 
fers us to Smith's " Hiftory of Cork," vol. i. p. 342. C. 

^ And there the three renowmed brethren were.] To underfUnd this 
defcription the reader fhould confult Camden. Thoie whom Spcnfer 
calls " three fair fons** are in Camden called ** the three Jifiers j** but 
a poetical meumorphofis allows this change. Upton. 
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Which that great Gyant Blomius begot 
Of the faire Nimph Rheufa wandring there. 
One day, as fhe to ftiunne the feafon whot 
Under Slewboome in fhady grove was got. 
This Gyant found her and by force deflowr'd ; 
Whereof conceiving, fhe in time forth brought 
Thefe three faire fons, which being thenceforth powrd 
In three great rivers ran, and many countreis fcowrd. 

43- 
The firfl the gentle Shure that, making way 

By fweet Clonmell, adornes rich Waterford ; 

The next, the flubborne Newre whofe waters gray 

By faire Kilkenny and Rofleponte boord ; 

The third, the goodly Barow which doth hoord 

Great heapes of falmons in his deepe bofome : 

All which, long fundred, doe at lafl accord 

To joyne in one, ere to the fea they come ; 

So, flowing all from one, all one at lafl become. 

44- 

There alfb was the wide embayed Mayre ; 

The pleafaunt Bandon' crownd with many a wood ; 

The Spreading Lee that, like an Ifland fayre, 

Enclofeth Corke with his devided flood ; 

And balefuU Oure, late flaind with Englifh blood. 

With many more whofe names no tongue can tell ; 

All which that day in order feemly good 

Did on the Thamis attend, and waited well 

To doe their dueful fervice, as to them befell. 

45- 
Then came the Bride, the lovely Medua"^ came, 

* The pleafaunt Bandon, &c.] This river, before it reaches the 
town of fiandon, flows through a beautiful park; and then, paffing 
through that town and bridge, winds north-eaft to Inifhanneo, Sec. 
See Smith's •' Hift. of Cork." J. C. Walker. 

^ the lovely Medua.'] So Spcnfer's own edition. The folios, loving. 
Todd. " Lovely "often means loving in Spenfer. €• 
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Clad in a vefture of unknowen geare 
And uncouth faihion, yet her well became, 
That feem'd like filver, fprinckled here and theare 
With glittering fpangs that did like ftarres appeare, 
And wav'd upon, like water Chamelot,' 
To hide the metall, which yet every where 
Bewrayd it felfe, to let men plainely wot 

It was no mortall worke, that feem'd and yet was not. 

46. 

Her goodly lockes adowne her backe did flow 
Unto her wafte, with flowres befcattered. 
The which ambrofiall odours forth did throw 
To all about, and all her ftioulders fpred 
As a new ipring ; and likewife on her hed 
A Chapelet of fundry flowers (he wore. 
From under which the deawy humour fhed 
Did tricle downe her haire, like to the hore 

Congealed litle drops which doe the mome adore." 



^ like water Chame/ot.'] The fluff which wc now call cam/et ; ori- 
ginally made, according to Dr. Johnfon, by a mixture of (ilk and camel's 
hair, but now made with wool and (ilk. Todd. Spenfer fays ** water 
Chamelot" becaufe it was watered (as it is ilill called) in the manu&c- 
ture, to imitate waves. C. 

°* which doe the mome adore,"] For adorn. The old Englifh poets 
take great liberties in altering the termination of words for the fake of 
the rhyme. Hardyng ufes "adome" for adore, Chron. p. 55 : — 
" The Sunne, the Moone, Jupiter, and Satume, 
" And Mars, the god of armes, they did adorne** Church. 
Perhaps *' adore" for adorn is ufed in the fame manner by Beaumont 
and Fletcher ["Elder Brother"], A. iv. S. iii:— 

*' And thofe true tears, falling on your pure cryftals, 
** Should turn to armlets for great queens to adore?* 
In this inftance it may, however, iignify veneror ; though there b a 
French verb, d*orer, to gild, from whence it might be formed in both 
the paffages. Milton ufes "adorn" as a participle. Par. L. B. viii. 
576 : — " Made fo adorn for thy delight." Might not this participle be 
formed from Spenfer's verb adore? With regard to " adorn," Spenfer 
ufes it as a fubftantive, F. Q^^iii. xii. 20 [this vol. p. 69]. T. Warton. 

III. u* 
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47- 
On her two pretty handmaides did attend. 

One cald the Theife, the other cald the Crane, 
Which on her waited things amifle to mend, 
And both behind upheld her fpredding traine ; 
Under the which her feet appeared plaine. 
Her filver feet, faire waflit againft this day : 
And her before there paced Pages twaine. 
Both clad in colours like, and like array, 
The Doune and eke the Frith, both which prepard her 
way. 

48. 

And after thefe the Sea Nymphs marched all. 

All goodly damzels, deckt with long greene haire. 

Whom of their fire Nereides men call. 

All which the Oceans daughter to him bare. 

The gray eyde Doris ; all which fifty are. 

All which (he there on her attending had : 

Swift Proto ; milde Eucrate ; Thetis faire ; 

Soft Spio ; fweete Endore ; Sao fad ; 

Light Doto ; wanton Glauce ; and Galene glad ; 

49. 

White hand Eunica ; proud Dynamene ; 
Joyous Thalia ; goodly Amphitrite ; 
Lovely Pafithee ; kinde Eulimene ; 
Lightfoote Cymothoe ; and fweete Melite ; " 
Faireft Pherufa ; Phao lilly white ; 



" and fweete Melite,'\ The abfurdity of doing what Spcnfer avoided, 
viz. putting accents over vowels which fpeak for their own pronuncia- 
tion, is here illuftrated ; for " Melite" rhymes with •' Amphitrite," 
'* white," and " delite ;" but Todd placed an accent over *' Melite** — 
''Melite*' — ^as if it were to be pronounced as three fyllables inflead of 
two, thus injuring the verfe as well as deftroying the, here, proper found 
of the word. It is true, as Upton (hows, that HeHod fpells it MsXirij ; 
but Spenfer was writing to Englifh eyes and ears, and to thofe who 
underflood the meafure and mufic of Englifh lines. C. 
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Wondred Agave ; Poris ; and Nefsea ; 

With Erato that doth in love delite ; 

And Panopae ; and wife Protomedaga ; 
And fnowy neckd Doris ; and milkewhitc Galathaea ; 

50. 
Speedy Hippothoe ; and chafte Aftea ; 

Large lifianafla ; and Pronsea fage ; 

Euagore ; and light Pontoporea ; 

And {he that with her leaft word can affwage 

The furging feas, when they do foreft rage, 

Cymodoce ; and ftout Autonoe ; 

And Nefo ; and Eione well in age ; 

And, feeming ftill to fmile, Glauconome ; 
And (he that hight** of many heaftes Polynome ; 

Frefti Alimeda deckt with girlond greene ; 

Hyponeo with fait bedewed wrefts ; 

Laomedia like the chriftall ftieene ; 

Liagore much praifd for wife behefts ; 

And Pfamathe for her brode fnowy brefts ; 

Cymo ; Eupompe ; and Themifte juft ; 

And, {he that vertue loves and vice detells, 

Euarna ; and Menippe true in truft ; 
And Nemertea learned well to rule her luft. 

All thefe the daughters of old Nereus were. 
Which have the fea in charge to them affinde. 
To rule his tides, and furges to uprere. 
To bring forth ftormes, or faft them to upbinde, 
And failers fave from wreckes of wrathfull winde. 
And yet, befides, three thoufand more there were 
Of th' Oceans feede, but Joves and Phoebus kinde ; 

^ And Jbe that bigbty Sec."] Spenfer fays this in allufion to her 
Greek name, nouXuro/xi;, in Hefiod. Upton. 
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The which in floods and foiintaines doe appere, 
And all mankinde do nourifli with their wato^ dere. 

The which, more eath it were"* for mortall wight 
To tell the iands, or count the flarres on hye. 
Or ought more hard, then thinke to reckon right. 
But well I wote that thefe, which I defcry,"* 
Were prefent at this great folenmity : 
And there, amongft the reft, the mother was 
Of luckelefle Marinell, Cymodoce ; 
Which, for my Mufe her felfe now tyred has. 

Unto an other Canto I will overpas. 

P more eatb it were."] More eajy it were. Wc have repeatedly had 
" eath " in this fcnfe, and " uneath ** in the contrary : fee vol. ii. pp. 
1 5, 48» 1 39, Sec. See alTo the firft ftanza of the enfuing Canto. C. 

*> which I defcry."] L e. iefcribe. The words " defcry " and iefcribe 
feem formerly to have been ofed almoft indifierently. In B. Rich's 
** Dialogue between Mercury and a Souldier," 1 574> iign. H 8, we read, 
** In the uppermofte part the Goddcs Venus was firfl defcribed (i.e. def- 
cried) fittynge in her waggon," &c. — and in G. Gaicoigne's ** Herbes,** 
edit. 1587, p. 141, we have thefe lines : — 

** So (hall my voyce in moumfuU verTe dejcrie 

" The fccrct fmart which caufeth me to lower." 
The author of" A Poore Knight's Palace,** &c. 1 579, fign. I iiij, fays, — 

** To live in joy, which joy none can defcry^ 

** To live in joy, let us prepare to dy." 
Many other inftances might eaiily be accumulated, but they would 
prove no more than thofe above adduced. C. 
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CANTO XII. 



Marin for love of Florimell 
In languor wajtes his life : 

The Nymphy his mother^ getteth her 
And gives to him for wife. 




I. 
f! WHAT an endlefle worke have I in 
hand> 
To count the feas abundant progeny, 
Whofe fruitful! feede farre pafleth thofc 
in land, 

And alfo thofe which wonne in th' azure fky : 
For much more eath to tell the ftarres on hy, 
Albe they endlefle feeme in eftimation, 
Then to recount the Seas pofterity : 
So fertile be the flouds in generation, 
So huge their numbers, and fo numberlefle their nation. 

2. 

Therefore the antique wifards well invented 
That Venus of the fomy fea was bred. 
For that the feas by her are moft augmented : 
Witnefle th' exceeding fry which there are fed. 
And wondrous (holes which may of none be red. 
Then, blame me not if I have err'd in count 
Of Gods, of Nymphs, of rivers, yet unred ; 
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For though their numbers do much more furmount. 
Yet all thofe fame were there whkh erft I did recount. 

3- 
All thofe were there, and many other more, 

Whofe names and nations were too long to tell. 

That Proteus houfe they fild even to the dore ; 

Yet were they all in order, as befell. 

According their degrees difpofcd well. 

Amongft the reft was faire Cymodoce,* 

The mother of unlucky Marinell, 

Who thither with her came, to leame and fee 

The manner of the Gods when they at banquet be. 

4- 

But for he wzs halfe mortall, being bred 

Of mortall fire, though of immortall wombe, 
He might not with immortall food be fed, 
Ne with th* eternall Gods to bancket come ; 
But walkt abrode, and round about did rome 
To view the building of that uncouth place, 
That feem'd unlike unto his earthly home : 
Where, as he to and fro by chaunce did trace. 

There unto him betid a difaventrous cafe. 

5- 
Under the hanging of an hideous cliefFe 
He heard the lamentable voice of one. 
That piteoufly complaind her carefull griefFe, 
Which never (he before difclofd to none. 
But to her felfe her forrow did bemone : 
So feelingly her cafe (he did complaine. 
That ruth it moved in the rocky ftone, 

• AmongH the reft was faire Cymodoce.'] So fhc is called in F. Q^^ 
iv. xi. 53 [this vol. p. apz]; but Cjmoent in F. Qj^iii. iv. 19 [vol. ii. 
p. 410]. Spcnfer, like the Greek and Latin poets, often varies in the 
termination of his proper names. Upton. In the lafl line of the next 
ftanza Todd printed di/adventrous, for " difaventrous.** C. 
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And made it feeme to feele her grievous paine. 
And oft to grone with billowes beating from the maine. 

6. 
" Though vaine, I fee, my forrowes to unfold, 
And count my cares when none is nigh to heare. 
Yet hoping griefe may leflen being told, 
I will them tell though unto no man neare : 
For heaven, that unto all lends equall eare, 
Is farre from hearing of my heavy plight ; 
And loweft hell, to which I lie moft neare, 
Cares not what evils hap to wretched wight ; 
And greedy feas doe in the fpoile of life delight. 

7- 
" Yet loe ! the feas, I fee, by often beating 

Doe pearce the rockes, and hardeft marble weares ; 

But his hard rocky hart for no entreating 

Will yeeld, but when my piteous plaints he heares. 

Is hardned more with my aboundant teares : 

Yet though he never lift to me relent. 

But let me wafte in woe my wretched yeares. 

Yet will I never of my love repent. 

But joy that for his fake I.fuffer prifonment. 

8. 

" And when my weary ghoft, with griefe outwome. 
By timely death (hall winne her wifhed reft. 
Let then this plaint unto his eares be borne. 
That blame it is to him, that armes profeft. 
To let her die whom he might have redreft." 
There did ftie^paufe, inforced to give place 
Unto the paflion that her heart oppreft ; 
And, after ftie had wept and wail'd a fpace. 

She gan afrefli thus to renew her wretched cafe : 

9- 
" Ye Gods of feas, if any Gods at all 

Have care of right, or ruth of wretches wrong. 
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By one or other way me, woeful! thrall. 
Deliver hence out of this dungeon ftrong, 
In which I daily dying am too long : 
And if ye deeme me death** for loving one 
That loves not me, then doe it not prolong, 
But let me die and end my daies attone. 

And let him live unlov'd, or love him felfe alone. 

10. 

" But if that life ye unto me decree. 
Then let mee live as lovers ought to do. 
And of my lifes deare love beloved be : 
And if he fhould through pride your doome undo. 
Do you by durefle him compell thereto. 
And in this prifon put him here with me ; 
One prifon fitteft is to hold us two. 
So had I rather to be thrall then free : 

Such thraldome or fuch freedome let it furely be. 

II. 

^^ But O ! vaine judgment, and conditions vaine. 
The "which the prifoner points unto the free ! 
The whiles I him condemne, and deeme his paine. 
He where he lift goes loofe, and laughes at me. 
So ever loofe, fo ever happy be ! 
But wherefo loofe or happy that thou art. 
Know, Marinell, that all this is for thee." 
With that (he wept and wail'd, as if her hart 

Would quite have burft through great abundance of her 
fmart. 

12. 

All which complaint when Marinell had heard. 
And underftood the caufe of all her care 



** Jrni if ye deeme me death."] If yc doom me to death. *• Deem** 
and doom are the fame word : A. S. deman, or damans for Richardfbn 
fpells it both ways. See alfo vol. ii. p. 212. In St. 11 ''deeme hb 
paine" means decide upon his punifhment. C. 
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To come of him for ufing her fo hard, 
His ftubborne heart, that never felt iriisfare,*^ 
Was toucht with foft remorfe and pitty rare ; 
That even for griefe of minde he oft did gronc, 
And inly wifh that in his powre it weare 
Her to redrefle : but fince he meanes found none. 
He could no more but her great mifery bemone. 

13- 
Thus whilft^ his ftony heart with tender ruth 

Was toucht, and mighty courage mollifide, 

Dame Venus fonne, that tameth ftubborne youth 

With iron bit, and maketh him abide 

Till like a viftor on his backe he ride. 

Into his mouth his mayftring bridle threw. 

That made him ftoupe, till he did him beftride : 

Then gan he make him tread his fteps anew. 

And learne to love by learning lovers paines to rew. 

14. 

Now gan he in his grieved minde devife. 

How from that dungeon he might her enlarge. 
Some while he thought, by faire and humble wife 
To Proteus felfe to fue for her difcharge ; 
But then he fear'd his mothers former charge 
Gainft womens love, long given him in vaine : 
Then gan he thinke, perforce with fword and targe 
Her forth to fetch, and Proteus to conftraine ; 

But foone he gan fuch folly to forthinke againe.* 

« that never felt mis/are.] That never experienced a wrong couHe : 
A. S. mis/aren, to deviate^ to go wrong. Spenfer appears to be the 
only writer who makes ** misfare"a fubfbmtive: he does fo again in 
Book vi. C. iii. St. 24. C. 

^ Thus foh'tlft^ &c.] This is the genuine reading of Spenfer's own 
edition. The folios inaccurately admit the fuperfluous foot, was toiubt, 
into the firft line ; and, to fill up the metre in the next, read : — 
" And mightie cowmQi fometbing mollifide." Todd. 

^ fucb foUj to fortbinke againe.] To " forthink" here feems to 
mean to untimk—to repent that he had thought. Stridly, to *' for- 
think" is to Se/orry/or, to regret. C. 
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Then did he caft to fteale her thence away, 

And with him beare where none of her might know : 

But all in vaine ; for why he found no way ' 

To enter in, or iflue forth below ; 

For all about that rocke the fea did flow : 

And though unto his will fhe given were. 

Yet without (hip or bote her thence to row. 

He wift not how her thence away to bere ; 

And daunger well he wift long to continue there. 

16. 

At laft, when as no meanes he could invent, 
Backe to him felfe he gan returne the blame, 
That was the author of her puniftiment ; 
And with vile curfes and reprochfull fliame 
To damne him felfe by every evil name, 
And deeme unworthy or of love or life, 
That had defpifde fo chaft and faire a dame. 
Which him had fought through trouble and long ftrife; 

Yet had refufde a God that her had fought to wife.. 

In this fad plight he walked here and there. 
And romed round about the rocke in vaine, 
As he had loft him felfe he wift not where ; 
Oft liftening if he mote her heare againe, 
And ftill bemoning her unworthy paine. 
Like as an Hynde, whofe calfe is falne unwares 
Into fome pit, where (he him heares complaine. 
An hundred times about the pit fide fares, 

Right forrowfuUy mourning her bereaved cares. 



' But all in vaine s for why be found no may,"] Todd and others 
have printed " for why?" as if it were a queftion^ with a mark of in- 
terrogation after it ; but the truth is that it only means becaufe^ for this 
reafony and is fo conlbntly ufed in our old poets. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 12. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 299 

18. 

And now by this the feaft was throughly ended. 
And every one gan homeward to refort : 
Which feeing, Marinell was fore ofFended 
That his departure thence ftiould be fo fhort. 
And leave his love in that fea-walled fort : 
Yet durft he not his mother difobay ; 
But her attending in full feemly fort, 
Did march amongft the many all the way. 

And all the way did inly mourne, like one aftray. 

Being returned to his mothers bowre, 
In folitary filence, far from wight, 
■ He gan record the lamentable ftowre. 
In which his wretched love lay day and night 
For his deare fake, that ill deferv'd that plight : 
The thought whereof empierft his hart fo deepe. 
That of no worldly thing he tooke delight ; 
Ne dayly food did take, ne nightly fleepe. 
But pyn'd, and mourn'd, and languifht, and alone did 
weepe. 

20. 

That in ftiort fpace his wonted chearefull hew 
Gan fade, and lively fpirits deaded quight : 
His cheeke bones raw, and eie-pits hollow grew. 
And brawney armes had loft their knowen might, 
That nothing like himfelfe he feem'd in fight. 
Ere long fo weake of limbe, and ficke of love 
He woxe, that lenger he note ftand upright. 
But to his bed was brought, and layd above. 

Like ruefull ghoft, unable once to ftirre or move. 

21. 

Which when his mother faw, {he in her mind 
Was troubled fore, ne wift well what to weene ; 
Ne could by fearch nor any meanes out find 
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The fecret caufe and natxire of his teene,* 
Whereby {he might apply fome medicine ; 
But weeping day and night did him attend, 
And mourn'd to fee her loflc before her eyne. 
Which griev'd her more that (he it could not mend : 

To fee an helplefle evill double griefe doth lend. 

22. 

Nought could {he read the roote of his difea{e, 
Ne weene what mifter maladie** it is. 
Whereby to feeke fome meanes it to appeafe. 
Moft did fhe thinke, but moil {he thought amis, 
That that fame former fatall wound of his 
Whyleare by Tryphon was not throughly healed. 
But clofely rankled under th' orifis : 
Leail did (he thinke, that which he mo{l concealed. 

That love it was, which in his hart lay unrevealed. 

Therefore to Tryphon {he againe doth haft. 
And him doth chyde as falfe and fraudulent. 
That fayld the truft which {he in him had plaft. 
To cure her fonne, as he his faith had lent. 
Who now was falne into new langui{hment 
Of his old hurt, which was not throughly cured. 
So backe he came unto her patient ; 
Where fearching every part, her well a{lured 

That it was no old fore* which his new paine procured ; 

But that it was fome other maladie, 

8 anJ nature of bis teene.] And nature of his forrow. Wc have 
often had the word before: fee vol. ii. pp. 73, 105, 106, &c. C. 

** what mifter maladie J\ What kind of malady. We have Several 
times before had the expreffion " what mifter wight," for what kind of 
perfon: fee particularly vol. ii* p. 9. C. 

* nat it was no old fore, "l This is Spenfer's own reading. But 
fome editions have affeftedly altered it into ** That no old fore it was, 
&c." Todd. Such is the cafe with the folios 1609 and 161 1, C. 
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Or grief unknowne, which he could not difccrne : 
So left he her withouten remedie. 
Then gan her heart to faint^ and quake> and eame^ 
And inly troubled was the truth to learne. 
Unto himfelfe fhe came^ and him befought. 
Now with faire fpeeches, now with threatnings fteme. 
If ought lay hidden in his grieved thought^ 
It to reveale : who ftill her anfwered, there was nought. 

Nathlefle fhe refted not fo fatisfide ; 

But leaving watry gods, as booting nought. 
Unto the ftiinie heaven in hafte fhe hide. 
And thence Apollo, King of Leaches, brought. 
Apollo came ; who, foone as he had fought 
Through his difeafe, did by and by out find 
That he did languifh of fome inward thought. 
The which afflifted his engrieved mind ; 

Which love he red to be, that leads each living kind. 

26. 

Which when he had unto his mother told. 
She gan thereat to fret and greatly grieve ; 
And, comming to her fonne, gan firfl to fcold 
And chyde at him that made her mifbelieve : 
But afterwards (he gan him foft to ihrieve,^ 
And wooe with fair intreatie, to difclofe 
Which of the Nymphes his heart fo fore did mieve ;* 
For fure fhe weend it was fome one of thofe. 

Which he had lately feene, that for his love he chofe. 

^ fof g^^ him foft to Jbrieve.'] To treat him as one at confeffion. 
Church. A. S./crifan, which is fuppofed to be derived from the Lat. 
fcrtbere, becaufe the penance was originally put in writing : the words 
Jbrive 9Sidfl?rift were in moft common nfe. C. 

* fo fore did mieve.] For move, under compulfion of the rhyme. It 
is fometimes fpelt meve/ but here, as in the cafe of " fhrieve" for 
Jbrive, Spenfer wifhed that the eye as well as the ear of the reader 
fhould be fadsfied. C. 
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27. 

Now lefle {he feared that fame fatall read. 
That warned him of womens love beware, 
Which being ment of mortall creatures fead. 
For love of Nymphes (he thought (he need not care, 

. But promift him, what ever wight (he weare, 
That (he her love to him would fhortly gaine. 
So he her told ; but foone as {he did heare 
That Florimell it was which wrought his paine. 

She gan afrefli to chafe, and grieve in every vaine. 

28. 

Yet fince fhe faw the ftreight extremitie, 
In which his life unluckily was layd, 
It was no time to fcan the prophecie. 
Whether old Proteus true or falfe had fayd. 
That his decay ftiould happen by a mayd : 
It's late in death of daunger to advize. 
Or love forbid him, that is life denayd ; 
But rather gan in troubled mind devize 

How (he that Ladies libertie might enterprize. 

To Proteus felfe to few (he thought it vaine. 
Who was the root and worker of her woe. 
Nor unto any meaner to complaine ; 
But unto great king Neptune felfe did goe. 
And on her knee before him falling lowc. 
Made humble fuit unto his Majeftie 
To graunt to her her (bnnes life, which his foe, 
A cruell Tyrant, had prefumpteonflie 

By wicked doome condemn'd a wretched death to die. 

30. 
To whom God Neptune, foftly fmyling, thus : 

" Daughter, me feemes of double wrong ye plaine, 
Gainft one that hath both wronged you and us ; 
For death t' adward I ween'd did appertaine 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 12. THE FAERIE ^EENE. 303 

To none but to the feas fole Soveraine. 

Read therefore who it is which this hath wrought. 

And for what caufe : the truth difcover plaine. 

For never wight fo evill did or thought, 

But would fome rightfull caufe pretend, though rightly 

nought." 

31- 
To whom (he anfwer'd : " Then, it is by name 

Proteus, that hath ordayn'd my fonne to die ; 

For that a waift,™ the which by fortune came 

Upon your feas, he claym'd as propertie : 

And yet nor his, nor his in equitie, 

But yours the waift by high prerogative. 

Therefore I humbly crave your Majeftie 

It to replevie, and my fonne reprive. 

So (hall you by one gift fave all us three alive." 

He graunted it ; and ftreight his warrant made, 

Under the Sea-god's feale autenticall, 

Commaunding Proteus ftraight t' enlarge the mayd, 

Which wandring on his feas imperiall 

He lately tooke, and fithence kept as thrall. 

Which (he receiving with meete thankefulneffe. 

Departed ftraight to Proteus therewithall ; 

Who, reading it with inward loathfulnefle. 
Was grieved to reftore the pledge he did poflefle. 

Yet durft he not the warrant to withftand. 
But unto her delivered Florimell : 
Whom fhe receiving by the lilly hand, 

™ For that a zoaift.'] Spenfer here ufes " waift" in its legal fenfe, 
and makes the mother of Marinell acquainted with the law of replevin, 
by which a party might reclaim upon pledges what he had bc«n un- 
jufUy deprived of. A *' waift" is anything found aftray» which appears 
to be the property of no man. See ** wefte" ufed as a verb, vol. ii. p. 
416, and as a fubftantive, this vol. p. 33. C. 
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Admyr*d her beautie much, as fhe mote well. 
For fhe all living creatures did exceU ; 
And was right joyous that fhe gotten had 
So faire a wife for her fbnne Marinell. 
So home with her fhe flreight the virgin lad. 
And fhewed her to him, then being fore beftad. 

34- 

Who foone as he beheld that angels face 
Adorn'd with all divine perfection. 
His cheared heart eftfoones away gan chace 
Sad death, revived with her fweet infpedion. 
And feeble fpirit inly felt refedion : 
As withered weed through crueU winters tine," 
That feeles the warmth of funny beames reiledion, 
Liftes up his head that did before decline. 

And gins to fpread his leafe before the faire funfhine. 

35- 
Right fo himfelfe did Marinell upreare. 

When he in place his deareft love did fpy ; 

And though his limbs could not his bodie beare, 

Ne former ftrength returne fo fuddenly. 

Yet chearefuU fignes he fhewed outwardly. 

Ne lefTe was fhe in fecret hart afleded, 

But that fhe maflced it with modeftie. 

For feare fhe fhould of lightnefTe be detefted : 

Which to another place I leave to be perfeded. 



" Js withered weed through cruell winters tine. Sec,'] Winter's 
tine, or teen [meaning vfintcrs /uffering or inflidlion], is Chaucer's cx- 
preffion. See note on F. Q^W. iii. 23 [this vol. p. 131]. This fimile 
is common among the poets, and very near the fame as in F. Q^v. xii, 13. 
Compare Statius, Theb. vii. 223, Buchan. Epigr. L. i. Ariotto, C. xxiii. 
67, and C. xxxii. 108, Taffo, C. xviii. 16. See alfo Dante " Inferno," 
Canto iL Upton. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 





THE FIFTH BOOKE OF 

THE FAERIE QUEENE 

CONTAYNING THE LEGEND OF ARTEGALL OR 
OF JUSTICE. 



I. 

^O oft as I with ftate of prefent time 

The image of the antique world com- 
pare. 
When as mans age was in his frefheft 
prime. 

And the firft bloflbme of faire vertue bare ; 
Such oddes I finde twixt thofe, and thefe which are. 
As that, through long continuance of his courfe. 
Me feemes the world is runne quite out of fquare 
From the firft point of his appointed fourfe ; 
And being once amifle growes daily wourfe and wourfe : 

2. 

For from the golden age, that firft was named, 
It's now at earft* become a ftonie one ; 
And men themfelves, the which at firft were framed 

* At ear ft, "l That is, at length. So the quarto and firft folio read. 
So Chaucer, edit. Urr. p. 104 : — 

** And then at erft amongis *hein thei faye.** 
The fecond and third folios read **tf/ carft." Church. At laft for 
'' at earft** would not have been an unprecedented mifprint ; but the 
meaning is nearly the fame. " As earft" would be, ^!i formerly. C. 

III. X 
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Of earthly mould, and form'd of flefli and bone, 
Are now transformed into hardeft ftone ; 
Such as behind their backs (fo backward bred) 
Were throwne by Pyrrha and Deucalione : 
And if then thofe may any worfe be red. 
They into that ere long will be degendered.** 

3- 

Let none then blame me, if in discipline 
Of vertue and of civill ufes lore, 
I doe not forme them to the common line 
Of prefent dayes, which are corrupted fore. 
But to the antique ufe which was of yore, 
When good was onely for it felfe defyred. 
And all men fought their owne, and none no more ; 
When Juftice was not for moft meed outhyred. 

But fimple Truth did rayne, and was of all admyred. 

4- 
For that which all men then did vertue call. 

Is now cald vice ; and that which vice was hight. 

Is now hight vertue, and fo us'd of all : 

Right now is wrong, and wrong that was is right ; 

As all things elfe in time are chaunged quight : 

Ne wonder ; for the heavens revolution 

Is wandred farre from where it firft was pight,*' 



^ ere long will be degendered.'] This is Spcnfer*8 own word, which 
Mr. Upton thus illuftratcs : " From gender comes gendered: (o from 
degender dbgbnderbd, degeneratusP The fecond and third folios, how- 
ever, read degenered. And Mr. Mafon, the author of a Supplement to 
Dr. Johnfon's Didionary, has cited this paflage to Ihow that Spenfcr 
introduced the word degenered into our language. But Mr. Mafon did 
not attend either to the original edition or to the firft folio. The fup- 
pofed emendation degenered is in conformity to the French participle 
degenere. Todd. Spenfer employed the participle " degendering" in 
his " Hymn of Heavenly Love,** dated 1 596, but it was afterwards 
altered, in the folio 161 1, to degenering. C. 

^ where it firft was pigbt,'] i. e. placed or fixed: fee vol. ii. p. 
13. We ftill talk oi pitching a tent, &c. C. 
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And fo doe make contrarie conftitution 
Of all this lower world, toward his diflblution, 

5- 
For who fo lift into the heavens looke. 

And fearch the courfes of the rowling fphearcs, 

Shall find that from the point where they firft tooke 

Their fetting forth, in thefe few thoufand yeares 

They all are wandred much ; that plaine appeares : 

For that fame golden fleecy Ram, which bore 

Phrixus and Helle from their ftepdames feares. 

Hath now forgot where he was plaft of yore. 

And fhouldred hath the Bull which fay re Europa bore: 

6. 

And eke the Bull hath with his bow-bent home 
So hardly butted thofe two twinnes of Jove, 
That they have crufht the Crab, and quite him borne 
Into the great Nemaean lions grove. 
So now all range, and doe at randon rove 
Out of their proper places farre away. 
And all this world with them amifle doe move. 
And all his creatures from their courfe aftray. 

Till they arrive at their laft ruinous decay. 

7- 
Ne is that fame great glorious lampe of light. 

That doth enlumine all thefe lefler fyres. 

In better cafe, ne keepes his courfe more right. 

But is mifcaried with the other Spheres : 

For fince the terme of fourteene hundred yeres. 

That learned Ptolomsee** his hight did take. 

He is declyned from that marke of theirs 

Nigh thirtie minutes to the Southeme lake ; 

That makes me feare in time he will us quite forfake. 

** Ufaf learned Ptolomae.'] Claudius Ptolcnueus, a celebrated aftro- 
nomer that taught at Alexandria in Egypt. Spenfer alludes to his book 
called Almageftum magnum, Upton. 
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8, 

And if to thofe -Egyptian wifards old. 

Which in Star-read were wont have beft infight. 
Faith may be given, it is by them told 
That fince the time they firft tooke the Sunnes hight, 
Foure times his place he fhifted hath in fight. 
And twice hath rifen where he now doth Weft, 
And wefted twice where he ought rife aright : 
But moft is Mars amifle of all the reft. 

And next to him old Saturne, that was wont be beft. 

9- , 
For during Saturnes ancient raigne it's fayd 

That all the world with goodnefle did abound ; 

All loved vertue, no man was affrayd 

Of force, ne fraud in wight was to be found ; 

No warre was knowne, no dreadfull trompets found ; 

Peace univerfall rayn'd mongft men and beafts. 

And all things freely grew out of the ground : 

Juftice fate high ador'd with folemne feafts. 

And to all people did divide her dred beheafts : 

10. 

Moft facred vertue (he of all the reft, 
Refembling God in his imperiall might ; 
Whofe foveraine powre is herein moft expreft. 
That both to good and bad he dealeth right. 
And all his workes with Juftice hath bedight. 
That powre he alfo doth to Princes lend. 
And makes them like himfelfe in glorious fight 
To fit in his own feate, his caufe to end. 

And rule his people right, as he doth recommend. 

II. 

Dread Soverayne GoddefTe, that doeft higheft fit 
In feate of judgement in th* Almighties ftead,* 

* tn tb* Almighties ftead.l All the editions have conformed to this 
neceflary emendation made by the firft folio. The poet's own im- 
preflion reads place. Todd. 
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And with magnificke might and wondrous wit 
Doeft to thy people righteous doome aread. 
That furtheft Nations filles with awfull dread^ 
Pardon the boldnefle of thy bafeft thrall. 
That dare difcourfe of fo divine a read' 
As thy great juftice, prayfed over all ; 
The inftrument whereof loe ! here thy Artegall. 



' 0//0 divine a readJ] There arc few words in Englifh of more ex- 
tenlive application than " read,*' whether as verb or fubftantive : ufed 
here, it feems to mtaxi fubjeS or matter: it often is to be taken for 
learnin?„ or for advice, as in F. Q^^ B. vi. C. vi. St. 13. C. 
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CANTO I. 

Artegall trayrCd in yuftice lore 
Irenaes queft purfewed ; 

He doth avenge on Sanglier 
his Ladies bloud embrewed. 




HOUGH vertue then were held in higheft 

price, 

In thofe old times of which I doe entreat. 

Yet then likewife the wicked feede of vice 

Began to fpring ; which fliortly grew full 



great. 



And with their boughes the gentle plants did beat: 
But evermore fome of the vertuous race 
Rofe up, infpired with heroicke heat. 
That cropt the branches of the fient bafe,** 
And with ftrong hand their fruitfuU rancknes did deface. 

2. 

Such firft was Bacchus, that with furious might 
All th' Eaft, before untam'd, did over ronne, 

■ Irenaes queft purfewed,'] This adventure of the relief of Irena or 
Irene is plainly introduced as a compliment to [Arthur] Lord Grey of 
Wilton, to whom Spenfer was Secretary. That noble Lord was Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. Irena, or Irene, is an anagram or tranfpofition 
of the letters of lerne, the ancient name of that kingdom. Church. 

•> the fient bafeJ] \,t, fcion bafe, as we now fpelt the word: the 
etymology has been difputed ; but it is probably from the lAufcindo. C. 
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And wrong reprefled, and eftabliflit right. 
Which lawlefle men had formerly fordonne i"" 
There Juftice firft her princely rule begonne. 
Next Hercules his like enfample (hewed. 
Who all the Weft with equall conqueft wonne, 
And monftrous tyrants with his club fubdewed : 
The club of Juftice dread with kingly powre endewed. 

3- 
And fuch was he of whom I have to tell. 

The Champion of true Juftice, Artegall : 

Whom (as ye lately mote remember well) 

An hard adventure, which did then befall. 

Into redoubted perill** forth did call ; 

That was, to fuccour a diftrefled Dame 

Whom a ftrong tyrant did unjuftly thrall. 

And from the heritage, which ftie did clame. 

Did with ftrong hand withhold ; Grantorto was his name. * 

4v 
Wherefore the Lady, which Irena hight^ 

Did to the Faery Queene her way addrefle. 

To whom complayning her afflifted plight. 

She her befought of gratious redrefle. 

That foveraine Queene, that mightie Emperefle, 

Whofe glorie is to aide all fuppliants pore, 

^ bad formerly fordonne.'] Undone or deftroyed. See vol. ii. pp. 34, 
103. Shakefpeare has " fordone" fov fortoearied, C. 

<* Into redoubted perilL] Dreaded peril : a ** redoubted knight" is a 
dreaded knight, and (o Spenfer applies it in the firft line of Book iii. C. 
ix. St. I (vol. ii. p. 503). C. 

* Grantorto was bis name.] Ital. gran torto, great injury and wrong ; 
and though Grantorto may fignify tyranny and injuftice in general, he 
mav fignify fbmetimes the king of Spain. Upton. 

' wbicb Irena bigbt,] The old quarto reads Eirena / but in all the 
following paflages it is fpelt Irena, But what befides (hows Eirena not 
to be the true reading is» that Eirene occurs in the ninth Canto of this 
Book as one of Mercilla's attendants. Ambiguity, therefore, is avoided 
by reading Irena. Upton. It b ** Irena'* in the 4to. 1596 in the 
St. 1 3 of this Canto, and always ** Irena '* in the folios. C. 
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And of weake Princes to be Patronefle, 
Chofe Artegall to right her to reftore ; 
For that to her he feem'd heft fkild in righteous lore. 

5- 

For Artegall in juftice was upbrought 
Even from the cradle of his infancie, 
And all the depth of rightfull doome was taught 
By faire Aftrsea with great induftrie, 
Whileft here on earth ftie lived mortallie : 
For till the world from his perfection fell 
Into all filth and foule iniquitie^ 
Aftnea here mongft earthly men did dwell. 

And in the rules of juftice them inftrufted well. 

6. 

Whiles through the world ftie walked in this fort. 
Upon a day (he found this gentle childe 
Amongft his peres playing his childifti fport; 
Whom feeing fit, and with no crime defilde. 
She did allure with gifts and fpeaches milde 
To wend with her. So thence him farre ftie brought 
Into a cave from companie exilde. 
In which ftie nourfled him till yeares he raught ; 

And all the difcipline of juftice there him taught. 

7- 

There ftie him taught to weigh both right and wrong 
In equall ballance with due recompence. 
And equitie to meafure out along 
According to the line of confcience. 
When fo it needs with rigour to difpence : 
Of all the which, for want there of mankind, 
She caufed him to make experience 
Upon wyld beafts, which ftie in woods did find 

With wrongfuU powre opprefling others of their kind. 

8. 

Thus ftie him trayned, and thus ftie him taught 
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In all the (kill of deeming wrong and right, 
Untill the ripenefle of mans years he raught ; 
That even wilde beads did feare his awfull fight. 
And men admyr'd his overruling might : 
Ne any liv'd on ground that durft withftand 
His dreadfull heaft, much lefle him match in fight. 
Or bide the horror of his wreakfull hand. 
When fo he lift in wrath lift up his fteely brand, 

9- 

Which fteely brand, to make him dreaded more. 
She gave unto him, gotten by her flight 
And eameft fearch, where it was kept in ftore 
In Joves etemall houfe, unwift of wight. 
Since he himfelfe it us'd in that great fight 
Againft the Titans, that whylome rebelled 
Gainft higheft heaven : Chryfaor it was hight ; 
Chryfaor, that all other fwords excelled, 

WeU prov'd in that fame day when Jove thofe Gyants 
quelled : 

10. 

For of moft perfed metall it was made, 
Tempred with Adamant amongft the fame. 
And garniflit all with gold upon the blade 
In goodly wife, whereof it took his name. 
And was of no leflTe vertue then of fame ; 
For there no fubftance was fo firme and hard. 
But it would pierce or cleave, wherefo it came, 
Ne any armour could his dint outward ; 

But wherefoever it did light, it throughly ihard. 

II. 

Now, when the world with finne gan to aboimd, 
Aftrsea loathing lenger here to fpace 
Mongft wicked men, in whom no truth ihe found, 
Returned to heaven, whence ihe derived her race; 
Where ftie hath now an everlafting place 
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Mongft thofe twelve fignes, which nightly we do fee 

The heavens bright-fhining baudricke' to enchace ; 

And is the Virgin, fixt in her degree,** 
And next her felfe her righteous ballance hanging bee. 

12. 
But when ftie parted hence (he left her groome. 

An yron man, which did on her attend 

Alwayes to execute her ftedfaft doome. 

And willed him with Artegall to wend. 

And doe what ever thing he did intend : 

His name was Talus, made of yron mould, 

Immoveable, refiftlefle, without end ; 

Who in his hand an yron flale did hould. 
With which he threiht out falftiood, and did truth 
unfould. 

13; 
He now went with him in this new inqueft. 

Him for to aide, if aide he chaunft to neede, 

Againft that cruell Tyrant, which oppreft 

The faire Irena with his foule mifdeede. 

And kept the crowne in which ftie ftiould fucceed : 

And now together on their way they bin. 

When as they faw a Squire in fquallid weed 

Lamenting fore his forrowfull fad tyne,* 

With many bitter teares flied from his blubbred eyne. 



^ The beaveits brigbt-Jbining baudricke,'] So he elegantly calls the 
zodiac : Baudrick is a belt, formed from the bafe latinity baldringum, 
balteus. See Menage in v. Baudrier. He had the expreflion from 
Manilius, L. i. 677 : — 

'* Sed nitet ingend ftellatus balteus orbe." Upton. 

*» fixt in ber degree^ Auguft was firft called Sextiiis^ as being the 
fixtb month ; the year then beginning with March. Sec F. Q^vii. vii. 
37. Church. Todd read '*fixt in her degree," being miiled by a 
mifprint in the folio of 1679, of no authority. C. 

* bis forrowfull fad tyneJ] " Teene'* or " tene,'* meaning affliSion, 
we have before had fpelt tine for the rhyme fake: "forrowfull fad 
tyne'' is manifefUy pleonaftic. C. 
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14. 

To whom as they approached, they efpide 
A forie fight as ever feene with eye. 
An headlefle Ladie* lying him befide 
In her owne blood all wallow'd wofiilly. 
That her gay clothes did in difcolour die. 
Much was he moved at that ruefuU fight ; 
And flam'd with zeale of vengeance inwardly. 
He afkt who had that Dame fo fouly dight. 

Or whether his owne hand, or whether other wight ? 

" Ah ! woe is me, and well away," (quoth hee, 
Burfting forth teares like fprings out of a banke), 
" That ever I this difmall day did fee ! 
Full farre was I from thinking fuch a pranke ;* 
Yet litle lofl'e it were, and mickle thanke. 
If I (hould graunt that I have doen the fame. 
That I mote drinke the cup whereof fhe dranke," 
But that I fhould die guiltie of the blame 

The which another did, who now is fled with fhame." 

16. 

« Who was it then,'* (fayd Artegall) " that wrought ? 
And why ? doe it declare unto me trew." 
" A knight," (faid he) " if knight he may be thought 
That did his hand in Ladies bloud embrew. 



^ An biadlejfe LadieJ] Todd, by an error of the prcfs, has '* And 
hcadleiTe Ladie." C. 

' fucb a pranke. "l ** Prank** b, in general, ufcd as a word of levity. 
Neverthelefs, it appears in Cotgrave's Didionary that the word was 
alfo formerly employed in the ferious figni£cation of great injury or 
mifcbieft and is accordingly tranflated malefice. See Cotgrave in v. 
Pranke, Todd. Richai^fon explains it as ** frolic or trick," and yet 
fubjoins this quotation from Spenfer. C. 

™ That I mote drinke the cup whereof fie dranke,"] This expreffion 
is not only in the Scriptures (Matt. xxvi. 39, If. li. 1 7, Pialm Ixxv. 8), 
for Plautus ufes it, ** Cafin.** A. v. S. ii : — 

" Ut fcnex hoc eodem poculo, quo ego bibi, biberct." Upton. 
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And for no caufe^ but as I fhall you fhew. 
This day as I in folace fate hereby 
With a fayre love, whofe lofle I now do rew, 
There came this knight, having in companie 
This luckleiTe Ladie which now here doth headlefle lie. 

17- 

" He, whether mine feem'd fayrer in his eye. 
Or that he wexed weary of his owne. 
Would change with me, but I did it dcnye ;" 
So did the Ladies both, as may be knowne : 
But he, whofe fpirit was with pride upblowne. 
Would not fo reft contented with his right ; 
But, having from his courfer her downe throwne, 
Fro me reft mine away by lawlefle might. 

And on his fteed her fet to beare her out of fight. 

18. 

" Which when his Ladie faw, fhe followed faft. 
And on him catching hold gan loud to crie 
Not fo to leave her, nor away to caft. 
But rather of his hand befought to die. 
With that his fword he drew all wrathfuUy, 
And at one ftroke cropt off her head with fcome. 
In that fame place whereas it now doth lie. 
So he my love away with him hath borne, 

And left me here both his and mine own love to mome.' 

19. 

" Aread " (fayd he) " which way then did he make ? 
And by what markes may he be knowne againe?" 
" To hope" (quoth he) " him foone to overtake. 
That hence fo long departed, is but vaine ; 
But yet he pricked over yonder plaine. 
And as I marked bore upon his ihield. 



■ iuf I did it denye.l Todd, by leaving out the perfonal pronoun, 
fpoiled the verfe, and made it appear as if the knight had refufed it. C. 
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By which it's eafie him to know againe, 
A broken fword within a bloodie field ; 

Expreffing well his nature which the fame did wield." 

20. 

No fooner fayd, but ftreight he after fent 
His yron page, who him purfeVd fo light. 
As that it feem'd above the ground he went ; 
For he was fwift as fwallow in her flight. 
And ftrong as Lyon in his lordly might. 
It was not long before he overtooke 
Sir Sanglier, (fo cleeped was that Knight) 
Whom at the firft he ghefled by his looke, 

And by the other markes which of his ftiield he tooke. 

21. 

He bad him ftay, and backe with him retire ; 
Who, full of fcorne to be commaunded fo. 
The Lady to alight did eft require, 
Whileft he reformed that uncivill fo. 
And ftreight at him with all his force did go ; 
Who mov*d no more therewith, then when a rocke 
Is lightly ftricken with fome ftones throw ; 
But to him leaping lent him fuch a knocke. 

That on the ground he layd him like a fencelefle blocke. 

22. 

But, ere he could him felfe recure againe. 
Him in his iron paw he feized had ; 
That when he wak't out of his warelefle paine,** 
He found him felfe unwift fo ill beftad. 
That lim he could not wag. Thence he him lad. 
Bound like a beaft appointed to the ftall : 
The fight whereof the Lady fore adrad, 

^ out of his warelejfe faineJ] His pain of which be was not aware. 
Church. We have before had warelejfe in a fimilar fenfc in B. iv. C. 
ii. St. 3, this vol. p. 105. C. 
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And fain*d to fly'* for feare of being thrall ; 
But he her quickly ftayd, and forfl; to wend withall. 

When to the place they came, where Artegall 
By that fame carefuU Squire did then abide. 
He gently gan him to demaund of all 
That did betwixt him and that Squire betide : 
Who with fterne countenance and indignant pride 
Did aunfwere, that of all he guiltleiTe flood. 
And his accufer thereuppon defide ; 
For neither he did ihed that Ladies bloud. 

Nor tooke away his love, but his owne proper good. 

Well did the Squire perceive him felfe too weake 
To aunfwere his defiaunce in the field. 
And rather chofe his challenge off to breake, 
Then to approve his right with fpeare and fhield. 
And rather guilty chofe himfelfe to yield : 
But Artegall by fignes perceiving plaine 
That he it was not which that Lady kild. 
But that flirange Knight, the fairer love to gaine, 

Didfl cafl about by fleight the truth thereout to ilraine ; 

And fayd ; " Now fure this doubtfull caufes right 
Can hardly but by Sacrament be tride. 
Or elfe by ordele,** or by blooddy fight. 
That ill perhaps mote fall to either fide ; 
But if ye pleafe that I your caufe decide. 
Perhaps I may all further quarrell end. 
So ye wiU fweare my judgement to abide/' 

P And failed to fi'^I\ And vf^ fain or glad to fly; not feigned or 
pretended to fly. C. 

«> Or elfe by ordele.'\ So Chaucer, " Troilus and Crcflcidc/' E. iu. 
vcr. 1048 : — 

" Whercfo you lift by ordah or by othe.^^ 
Sacrament is the oath of purgjition. T. Warton. 
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Thereto they both did franckly condifcend. 

And to his doome with liftfuU eares' did both attend. 

26. 

" Sith then," (fayd he) " ye both the dead deny. 
And both the living Lady claime your right. 
Let both the dead and living equally 
Devided be betwixt you here in fight. 
And each of either take his fhare aright : 
But looke, who does diflent from this my read. 
He for a twelve moneths day fhall in defpight 
Beare for his penaunce that fame Ladies head. 

To witnefle to the world that fhe by him is dead."* 

27. 

Well pleafed with that doome was Sangliere, 
And ofFred ftreight the Lady to be flaine ; 
But that fame Squire, to whom fhe was more dere. 
When as he faw fhe fhould be cut in twaine. 
Did yield fhe rather fhould with him remaine 
Alive, then to him felfe be fhared dead ; 
And rather then his Love fhould fufFer paine. 
He chofe with fhame to beare that Ladies head. 

True love defpifeth fhame, when life is cald in dread. 

28. 

Whom when fo willing Artegall perceaved ; 

" Not fo, thou Squire," (he fayd) " but thine I deeme 
The living Lady, which from thee he reaved ; 
For worthy thou of her doefl rightly feeme. 

' with liftfull tares ^ Ears difpofed to liften, full of liftening. Our 
didionaries make two words out of Hft^ to defire, and lift^ to hearken ; 
but they are probably only one word and from the fame root, A. S. 
liftan. A perfon liftens becaufe he defires to hear. C. 

* that jbe by him is dead,'] In his copy of the folio i6l I, Drayton 
placed " Sol"'* in the margin, no doubt to indicate that this deciiion 
refembled the judgment of Solomon in i Kings ch. iii. v. 1 6. He alfo 
introduced a trifling but necefTary emendation in the laft line of the 
ftanza, where ** fhe by him is dead" is mifprinted "fhe by him bis 
dead." Drayton ftrack out the offending b. C. 
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And you. Sir Knight, that love fo light eftcemc. 
As that ye would for little leave the fame. 
Take here your owne, that doth you beft befceme. 
And with it beare the burden of defame,* 
Your owne dead Ladies head, to tell abrode your fhame." 

But Sangliere difdained much his doome. 
And fternly gan repine at his beheaft ; 
Ne would for ought obay, as did become. 
To beare that Ladies head before his breaft, 
Until that Talus had his pride repreft. 
And forced him, maulgre, it up to reare. 
Who when he faw it bootelefle to refift. 
He tooke it up, and thence with him did beare, 

As rated Spaniell takes his burden up for feare. 

30. 

Much did that Squire Sir Artegall adore 
For his great juftice, held in high regard, 
And as his Squire him of&ed evermore 
To ferve, for want of other meete reward. 
And wend with him on his adventure hard ; 
But he thereto would by no meanes confent. 
But leaving him forth on his journey far'd : 
Ne wight with him but onely Talus went ; 

They two enough t* encoimter an whole Regiment.'* 

* And with it beare the burden of defame, 1 In the ** Hiftory of 
Prince Arthur,'* Chap, cxviii. a knight is doomed to carry the head of 
a kdy whom he had unjuftly (Iain. Upton. 

" An whole Regiment,'] A " regiment** does not fcem to have been 
ufed for a body of foldiers under the command of a colonel, until after 
the Reftoration. Shakefpeare and other writers of his day employ it, 
as Spenfer himfelf has done in Book ii. C. ix. St. 59 (vol. ii. p. 259), 
for a particular diftridl or divifion under the authority of a feparate ruler 
or officer. Even when Richard III. fays (A. v. Sc. 3) — 
*' The Earl of Pembroke keeps his regiment,** 
it is to be underftood only that the Earl is to retain his command in the 
army of the ufurper. So here, the poet does not mean that Artegall and 
Talus were enough to encounter a whole regiment of foldiers, but the 
whole warlike power of a kingdom. C. 
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CANTO II. 



Artegall hearts of Florimell; 

Does with the Pagan fight : 
Himfiaies ; drownes Lady Munera ,* 

Does race her cajile quight. 




JOUGHT is more honourable to a knight, 
Ne better doth befeeme brave chevalry. 
Then to defend the feeble in their right. 
And wrong redrefle in fuch as wend 
awry: 

Whilome thofe great Heroes got thereby 
Their greateft glory for their rightfuU deedes, 
And place deferved with the Gods on hy. 
Herein the noblefle of this knight exceedes. 
Who now to perils great for juftice fake proceedes. 

2, 

To which as he now was uppon the way. 
He chaimft to meet a Dwarfe in hafty courfe. 
Whom he required his forward haft to ftay. 
Till he of tidings mote with him difcourfe. 
Loth was the Dwarfe, yet did he ftay perforfe, 



• drownes Ladj Munera,'] It is ftrange that the mifprint of Momera, 
for *' Manera/' Aiould have run through all the old editions : the cor- 
redUon was left for Hughes. C. 

III. Y 
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And gan of fundry ncwcs his ftore to tell. 
As to his memory'* they had recourfe ; 
But chiefly of the faireft Florimell, 
How fhe was found againe, and fpoufde to Marinell. 

3- 
For this was Dony, Florimels owne Dwarfe, 

Whom having loft, (as ye have heard whyleare) 

And finding in the way the fcattred fcarfe. 

The fortune of her life long time did feare : 

But of her health when Artegall did heare. 

And fafe retume, he was full inly glad. 

And afkt him where and when her bridale cheare 

Should be folemniz'd ; for, if time he had, 

He would be there, and honor to her fpoufall ad. 

4- 
" Within three daies," (quoth he)*^ " as I do here. 

It will be at the Caftle of the ftrond ; 

What time, if naught me let, I will be there 

To do her fervice fo as I am bond : 

But in my way, a little here t>eyond, 

A curfed cruell Sarazin doth wonne. 

That keepes a Bridges paflage** by ftrong hond. 

And many errant Knights hath there fordonne ; 
That makes all men for feare that paflage for to fhonne." 

*> As to bis memory.] This is the emendation of the firft folio, which 
every fubfequent edition has followed. The quarto 1596 reads, " Jfo^ 
to his memory,*' &c. Todd. 

^ quoth be,"] So the folios. The quarto, "quoth y&^." Todd. 

<* That keepes a Bridges pajfage, &c.] Thus thtf Pagan in " Ariofto,** 
C. xxix, 35, keeps a bridge, which no man can pafs over unlefs he 
fights with him ; and which occafions many combats in the water, one 
of which fort is here defcribed between Sir Arthegall and the Saracen, 
in St. II. In " La Morte d'Arthur " we find an account of a knight 
who kept a bridge, in which a circumftance is mentioned, not in '* Ari- 
ofto," which Spenfer feems to have copied from thence, in the paflage 
under coniideration. '* On the third day he rode over a long bridge ; 
and there dart upon him fodainly a paffing fowle chorle, and he fmote 
his horfe, and afked him why he rode over that bridge without his 
licence." B. i. Ch. 1 1 1. See Stanza 11. T. Warton. 
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5- 
'* What mifter wight," (quoth he) " and how far hence 

Is he, that doth to travellers fuch harmes ? " 

" He is " (faid he) '* a man of great defence, 

Expert in battell and in deedes of armes ; 

And more emboldned by the wicked charmes. 

With which his daughter doth him ftill fupport ; 

Having great Lordfhips got and goodly farmes. 

Through ftrong oppreffion of his powre extort ; 

By which he ftil them holds, and keepes with ftrong effort. 

6. 

" And dayly he his wrongs encreafeth more ; 
For never wight he lets to pafle that way 
Over his Bridge, albee he rich or poore, 
But he him makes his pafTage-penny pay : 
Elfe he doth hold him backe or beat away. 
Thereto he hath a groome of evill guize, 
Whofe fcalp is bare, that bondage doth bewray, 
Which pols and pils the poore* in piteous wize ; 

But he him felfe uppon the rich doth tyrannize. 

7- 
" His name is hight PoUente, rightly fo. 

For that he is fo puiflant and ftrong. 

That with his powre he all doth overgo. 

And makes them fiibjeft to his mighty wrong ; 

And fome by fleight he eke doth underfong 'J 

* Which pols and pils the poor e^ &c.] So, in a letter from Sir Dud- 
ley Carleton to Sir Ralph Win wood, dated March lo, 1604: ^^ Pilling 
and polling is grown out of requeil, and plaine pilfering come into 
fiilhion." Win wood's "Memor." vol. ii. p. 52. The words //// and 
poll appear to have been fynonymous: fee Barret's Did. 1580, in v. 
" To pill or poll, to take by extortion.'^ Todd. 

' he eke doth underfongI\ " Underfong " is ufed by Chaucer in the 
fenfc of undertake ; and fo it is interpreted by Verftegan, from the 
Saxon, as Mr. Upton alfo has noticed. See likewife Lye's Saxon Did. 
in V. where it is rendered, capere^ captare^fumere, accipere^fufcipere^ &c. 
Todd. Spenfer has introduced the word *' underfong" in his ** Shep. 
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For on a Bridge he cuftometh to fight, 
Which is but narrow, but exceeding long ; 
And in the fame are many trap fals pight. 

Through which the rider downe doth fall through over- 
fight. 

8, 

" And underneath the fame a river flowes 

That is both fwift and dangerous deepe withall ; 
Into the which whom fo he overthrowes, 
All deftitute of helpe doth headlong fall ; 
But he him felfe through pradife ufuall 
Leapes forth into the floud, and there aflaies 
His foe confufed through his fodaine fall, 
That horfe and man he equally difmaies, • 

And either both them drownes, or trayteroufly flaies. 

9- 
" Then doth he take the fpoile of them at will. 

And to his daughter brings, that dwels thereby ; 

Who all that comes doth take, and therewith fill 

The coflTers of her wicked threafury. 

Which fhe with wrongs hath heaped up fo hy 

That many Princes fhe in wealth exceedes. 

And purchaft all the countrey lying ny 

With the revenue of her plenteous meedes : 

Her name is Munera, agreeing with her deedes. 

io. 

" Thereto fhe is full faire, and rich attired. 
With golden hands and filver feete befide. 
That many Lords have her to wife defired. 
But fhe them all defpifeth for great pride." 
" Now by my life," (fayd he) " and God to guide. 
None other way will I this day betake, 

Cal." for November (vol. i. p. 125) : it is found in Piers Ploughnum, 
Gov^er^ and other early writers, but Spenfer feems to be our lateft poet 
who has availed himfelf of it. C. 
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But by that Bridge whereas he doth abide: 
Therefore me thither lead." No more he fpake. 

But thitherward forthright his ready way did make. 

II. 

Unto the place he came within a while. 
Where on the Bridge he ready armed faw 
The Sarazin, awayting for fome fpoile : 
Who as they to the paflage gan to draw/ 
A villaine to them came with fcull all raw, 
That paflage money did of them require, 
According to the cuftome of their law : 
To whom he aunfwerd wroth, " Loe ! there thy hire ; " 

And with that word him ftrooke, that ftreight he did 
expire. 

12. 

Which when the Pagan faw he wexed wroth. 
And ftreight him felfe unto the fight addreft : 
Ne was Sir Artegall behinde ; fo both 
Together ran with ready fpeares in reft. 
Right in the midft, whereas they breft to breft 
Should meete, a trap was letten downe to fall 
Into the floud : ftreight leapt the Carle unblcft. 
Well weening that his foe was falne withall ; 

But he was well aware, and leapt before his fall. 

13- 

There being both together in the floud. 
They each at other tyrannoufly flew ; 
Ne ought the water cooled their whot bloud. 
But rather in them kindled choler new : 
But there the Paynim, who that ufe well knew 

« fFho as tbey to the fajfage gan to drata,] Drayton, in his folio 
161 1, correfts ** Who '* to fFhen, which laft is probably right ; bat we 
make no emendation, as the line is quite intelligible as it Hands. Church 
fuggpfted Tho for "Who;** but ffben ftiould be preferred, if either 
were adopted : Spenfer conftantly ufes ** When as/* C. 
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To fight in water, great advantage had. 
That oftentimes him nigh he overthrew : 
And eke the courier whereuppon he rad 
Could fwim like to a fifh, whiles he his backe beftrad. 

14. 

Which oddes when as Sir Artegall efpide, 

He faw no way but clofe with him in haft ; 

And to him driving ftrongly downe the tide 

Uppon his iron coUer griped faft, 

That with the ftraint his wefand nigh he braft. 

There they together ftrove and ftruggled long 

Either the other from his fteed to caft ; 

Ne ever Artegall his griple ftrong 
For any thing wold flacke, but ftill upon him hong. 

As when a Dolphin and a Sele are met 
In the wide champian of the Ocean plaine, 
With cruell chaufe their courages they whet. 
The mayfterdome of each by force to gaine. 
And dreadfuU battaile twixt them do darraine : 
They fnuf, they fnort, they bounce, they rage, they 

rore. 
That all the fea, difturbed with their traine. 
Doth frie with fome above the fudges hore. 

Such was betwixt thefe two the troublefome uprore. 

16. 

So Artegall at length him forft forfake 

His horfes backe for dread of being drownd. 
And to his handy fwimming him betake. 
Eftfoones him felfe he from his hold unbownd. 
And then no ods at all in him he fownd ; 
For Artegall in fwimming flcilfull was, 
And durft the depth of any water fownd. 
So ought each Knight, that ufe of perill has. 

In fwimming be expert, through waters force to pas. 
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17- 

Then very doubtful! was the warres event, 
Uncertaine whether had the better fide ; 
For both were fkild in that experiment, 
And both in armes well traind, and throughly tride : 
But Artegall was better breath'd befide, 
And towards th' end grew greater in his might. 
That his faint foe no longer could abide 
His puiflance, ne beare him felfe upright ; 

But from the water to the land betooke his flight. 

18. 

But Artegall purfewd him ftill fo neare 
With bright Chryfaor in his cruell hand. 
That as his head he gan a litle reare 
Above the brincke to tread upon the land. 
He fmote it off, that tumbling on the ftrand 
It bit the earth for very fell defpight. 
And gnafhed with his teeth, as if he band** 
High God, whofe goodnefle he defpaired quight. 

Or curft the hand which did that vengeance on him dight. 

His corps was carried downe along the Lee, 
Whofe waters with his filthy bloud it ftayned ; 
But his blafphemous head, that all might fee. 
He pitcht upon a pole on high ordayned ; 
Where many years it afterwards remayned. 
To be a mirrour to all mighty men. 
In whofe right hands great power is contayned. 



** as if be iand.] In vol. ii. p. 377 we have had the verb to ** ban'* 
in the fenfe of to forbid; but here it bears another fignification (that in 
which of old it moft frequently occurs), viz. to cur/e. We have fome 
doubt whether in the expreilion, ** to publifh the banns of marriage/' 
** banns " may not be taken as ianJs, i.e. iondj : to " publifh the banns " 
may mean alfo to publifh the forbidding of the marriage, and everybody 
who hears them is invited to iUte their obje£Uons. C. 
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That none of them the feeble overrent 

But alwaies doe their powre within juft compafle pen. 

20. 

That done, unto the Caftle he did wend. 
In which the Paynims daughter did abide. 
Guarded of many which did her defend : 
Of whom he entrance fought, but was denide. 
And with reprochfull blafphemy defide ; 
Beaten with ftones downe from the battihnent, 
That he was forced to withdraw afide, 
And bad his fervant Talus to invent 

Which way he enter might without endangerment. 

21. 

Eftfoones his Page drew to the Caftle gate. 
And with his iron flale at it let flie, 
That all the warders it did fore amate. 
The which erewhile fpake fo reprochfully. 
And made them ftoupe that looked earft fo hie. 
Yet ftill he bet and bounft uppon the dore. 
And thundred ftrokes thereon fo hideouflie. 
That all the peece'' he fhaked from the flore. 

And filled all the houfe with feare and great uprore. 

22. 

With noife whereof the Lady forth appeared 
Uppon the Caftle wall ; and, when ftie faw 
The daungerous ftate in which fhe ftood, flie feared 
The fad efFeA of her neare overthrow ; 
And gan entreat that iron man below 
To ceafe his outrage, and him faire befought ; 



* the feeble QverrenJ\ i. c. owtr-run : A. S. rinnan, and Germ. 
rennen, Robert of Gloucefter, the author of ** Piers Ploughman," 
Wlcklif, and Chaucer, as Richardfon fhows, ufe the old form, like 
Spenfer, who was, no doubt, here governed by the rhyme. C. 

^ that all the peeceJ\ Caftle. See the note on peece^ F. Q;, ii. xi. 
14. Todd. Vol. ii. p. 292; vol. iii. p. 23, &c. C. 
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Sith neither force of ftones which they did throw. 
Nor powr of charms, which fhc againft him wrought. 
Might otherwife prevaile, or make him ceafe for ought. 

But, when as yet fhe faw him to proceede 

Unmov*d with praiers or with piteous .thought. 

She ment him to corrupt with goodly meede ; 

And caufde great fackes with endlefle riches fraught 

Unto the battilment to be upbrought. 

And powred forth over the Caftle wall. 

That fhe might win fome time, though dearly bought, 

Whileft he to gathering of the gold did fall : 

But he was nothing mov'd nor tempted therewithall : 

But ftill continued his aflault the more. 
And layd on load with his huge yron flaile. 
That at the length he has yrent the dore. 
And made way for his maifter to aiTaile ; 
Who being entred, nought did then availe 
For wight againft his powre them felves to reare. 
Each one did flie ; their hearts began to faile. 
And hid them felves in comers here and there ; 

And eke their dame halfe dead did hide her felf for feare. 

Long they her fought, yet no where could they finde her, 
That fure they ween'd fhe was efcapt away ; 
But Talus, that could like a limehound* winde her. 
And all things fecrete wifely could bewray. 
At length found out whereas fhe hidden lay 
Under an heape of gold. Thence he her drew 
By the faire lockes, and fowly did array 
Withouten pitty of her goodly hew. 

That Artegall him felfe her feemelefle plight did rew. 



' /ike a limebound.'] That is, a limer, or large dog uied in hunting 
the wild boar. Church. Alfo called learner ^ and limmer, C. 
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26. 

Yet for no pitty would he change the courfe 
Of Juftice, which in Talus hand did lye ; 
Who rudely hayld her forth without remorfe, 
Still holding up her fuppliant hands on hye. 
And kneeling at his feete fubmiffively : 
But he her fuppliant hands, thofe hands of gold. 
And eke her feete, thofe feete of filver trye," 
Which fought unrighteoufnefle, and juftice fold, 

Chopt off, and nayld on high that all might them behold. 

Her felfe then tooke he by the fdender waft. 
In vaine loud crying, and into the flood 
Over the Caftle wall adowne her caft. 
And there her drowned in the durty miid ; 
But the ftreame wafht away her guilty blood. 
Thereafter all that mucky pelfe he tooke. 
The fpoile of peoples evil gotten good. 
The which her fire had fcrap't by hooke and crooke," 

And burning all to afhes powr'd it down the brooke. 

28. 

And laftly all that Caftle quite he raced. 
Even from the fole of his foundation. 
And all the hewen ftones thereof defaced. 
That there mote be no hope of reparation. 



°> of filver trye.] "Tryc" for tryed, refined. The laft letter is 
dropt, as ufual, for the ikke of the rhyme. Church. 

■* iy hooke and crooke,] So in F. Q^ lii. i. 17 [vol. ii. p. 344]. 
" In hopes her to attaine by hooke or crooke." The proverb is iaid to 
have arifen in the time of Charles I. when there were two learned judges, 
named Hooke and Crookb ; and a difficult caufe was to be gotten either 
by HooicB or by Crooks. But here is a proof that this proverb is much 
older than that time ; and that the form was not then invented as a pro- 
verb, but applied as a pun. It occurs in Skclton. T. Warton. In 
his "Colyn Cloute," edit. Dyce, i. p. 359; Todd pointed out various 
other authors with vain prolixity. C. 
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Nor memory thereof to any nation. 
All which when Talus throughly had perfourmed. 
Sir Artegall undid the evill fafhion. 
And wicked cuftomes of that Bridge refourmed : 
Which done, unto his former journey he retoumed. 

In which they meafur'd mickle weary way. 
Till that at length nigh to the fea they drew ; 
By which as they did travell on a day, 
They faw before them, far as they could vew. 
Full many people gathered in a crew : 
Whofe great aflembly they did much admire. 
For never there the like refort they knew. 
So towardes them they coafted, to enquire 

What thing fo'many nations met did there defire. 

30. 

There they beheld a mighty Gyant ftand 
Upon a rocke, and holding forth on hie 
An huge great paire of ballance in his hand, 
With which he boafted, in his furquedrie,** 
That all the world he would weigh equallie, 
If ought he had the fame to counterpoys : 
For want whereof he weighed vanity. 
And fild his ballaunce full of idle toys : 

Yet was admired much of fooles, women, and boys. 

He fayd that he would all the earth uptake 
And all the fea, divided each from either : 
So would he of the fire one ballaunce make. 
And one of th' ayre, without or wind or wether : 
Then would he ballaunce heaven and hell together. 



** he boaftedy in bis furquedrie,"] The word ** furqucdry " has oc- 
curred in various kindred fenies, but here, as in vol. ii. p. 31 5, it means 
pride or prefumptuoufnefs, C. 
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And all that did within them all containe. 
Of all whofe weight he would not mifle a fether : 
And looke what furplus did of each remaine, 
He would to his owne part reftore the fame againe. 

For why, he fayd, they all unequall were, 

And had encroached upon others fhare ; 

Like as the fea (which plaine he fhewed there) 

Had worne the earth ;P fo did the fire the aire ; 

So all the reft did others parts empaire, 

And fo were realmes and nations run awry. 

All which he undertooke for to repaire. 

In fort as they were formed aunciently ; 
And all things would reduce unto equality. 

Therefore the vulgar did about him flocke. 
And dufter thicke unto his leafings vaine. 
Like foolifh flies about an hony crocke ; 
In hope by him great benefite to gaine. 
And uncontrolled freedome to obtaine. 
All which when Artegall did fee and heare. 
How he mif-led the Ample peoples traine, 
In fdeignfull wize he drew unto him neare. 

And thus unto him fpake, without regard or feare. 

34- 
" Thou that prefum'ft to weigh the world anew. 
And all things to an equall to reftore. 
In ftead of right me feemes great wrong doft (hew. 
And far above thy forces pitch to fore ; 
For ere thou limit what is lefle or more 
In every thing, thou oughteft firft to know 
What was the poyfe of every part of yore : 

P the earth,'] This corre£Uon of the firft folio has been admitted into 
every fubfequent edition. The quarto reads, " the eare,*^ Todd. 
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And looke then how much it doth overflow 
Or failc thereof, fo much is more then juft to trow.** 

" For at the firft they all created were 

In goodly meafure by their Makers might ; 
And weighed out in ballaunces fo nere. 
That not a dram was mifling of their right : 
The earth was in the middle centre pight. 
In which it doth immoveable abide, 
Hemd in with waters like a wall in fight, 
And they with aire, that not a drop can Aide : 

Al which the heavens containe, and in their courfes guide. 

36. 

" Such heavenly juftice doth among them raine. 
That every one doe know their certaine bound ; 
In which they doe thefe many yeares remaine. 
And mongft them al no change hath yet beene found; 
But if thou now fhouldft weigh them new in pound. 
We are not fure they would fo long remaine : 
All change is perillous, and all chaunce unfound. 
Therefore leave off to weigh them all againe. 

Till we may be aflur'd they fhall their courfe retained' 

37- 
" Thou foolifhe Elfe," (faid then the Gyant wroth) 
" Seeft not how badly all things prefent bee. 
And each eftate quite out of order goth ? 
The fea it felfe doeft thou not plainely fee 
Encroch uppon the land there under thee ? 
And th* earth it felfe how daily its increaft 
By all that dying to it turned be : 

^ fo much is more then juft to trow.'] Wc do not alter the text here, 
becaufe^ as Upton remarks, ** to trow*' may, perhaps, be taken as to wit, 
Hughes read, ** / trow," and Church approved of the emendation. In 
addition, we may (late that Drayton, in his folio 1611, placed / in the 
margin, and marked under to, as if it were an error. C. 
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Were it not good that wrong were then furceaft. 
And from the moft that fome were given to the leaft? 

38- 

*' Therefore I will throw downe thefe mountaines hie/ 
And make them levell with the lowly plaine ; 
Thefe towring rocks, which reach unto the (kie, 
I will thruft downe into the deepeft maine. 
And, as they were, them equalize againe. 
Tyrants, that make men fubjed to their law, 
I will fupprefle, that they no more may raine ; 
And Lordings curbe that commons over-aw ; 

And all the wealth of rich men to the poore will draw." 

39' 
" Of things unfeene how canft thou deeme aright," 

Then anfwered the righteous Artegall, 

" Sith thou mifdeem'ft fo much of things in fight ? 

What though the fea with waves continuall 

Doe eate the earth, it is no more at all ; 

Ne is the earth the lefle, or lofeth ought. 

For whatfoever from one place doth fall 

Is with the tide unto an other brought : 

For there is nothing loft, that may be found if fought. 

40. 

'* Likewife the earth is not augmented more 
By all that dying into it doe fade ; 
For of the earth they formed were of yore: 
How ever gay their bloflbme or their blade 
Doe flourifh now, they into duft fhall vade. 
What wrong then is it, if that when they die 
They tume to that whereof they firft were made ? 
All in the powre of their great Maker lie : 

All creatures muft obey the voice of the moft hie. 

"■ tbe/e mountaines hie.'] This is the original reading. The folios 
read, " tbofe mountains .hie." Todd. That " thefe " is right the next 
line but one fhows, and it is '' thefe '' in all impreffions. C. 
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41. 
" They live, they die, like as he doth ordaine, 

Ne ever any alketh reafoti why. 

The hils doe not the lowly dales difdaine, 

The dales doe not the lofty hils envy. 

He maketh Kings to fit in foverainty ;■ 

He maketh fubjeds to their powre obay ; 

He puUeth downe, he fetteth up on hy ; 

He gives to this, from that he takes away, 
For all we have is his : what he lift doe, he may. 

42. 
" What ever thing is done by him is donne, 

Ne any may his mighty will withftand ; 

Ne any may his foveraine power fhonne, 

Ne loofe that he hath bound with ftedfaft band. 

In vain therefore doeft thou now take in hand 

To call to count, or weigh his workes anew, 

Whofe counfels depth thou canft not underftand ; 

Sith of things fubjed to thy daily vew 
Thou doeft not know the caufes, nor their courfes dew. 

43- 

" For take thy ballaunce, if thou be fo wife. 

And weigh the winde that under heaven doth blow ; 
Or weigh the light that in the Eaft doth rife ; 
Or weigh the thought that from mans mind doth flow: 
But if the weight of thefe thou canft not fliow. 
Weigh but one word which from thy lips doth fall : 
For how canft thou thofe greater fecrets know, 
That doeft not know the leaft thing of them all ? 

Ill can he rule the great that cannot reach the fmall." 

44. 

Therewith the Gyant much abaftied fayd, 

* to Jit in foverainty,] It is " to// in foverainty" in the 4to. 1596, 
by the ordinary printer's miflake of the long /and /I C. 
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That he of litde things made reckoning light ; 
Yet the leaft word that ever could be layd 
Within his ballaunce he could way aright. 
" Which is" (fayd he) " more heavy then in weight. 
The right or wrong, the falfe or clfe the trew ?" 
He anfwered that he would try it ftreight ; 
So he the words into his ballaunce threw. 
But ftreight the winged words out of his ballaunce flew/ 

45- 
Wroth wext he then, and fayd that words were light, 

Ne would within his ballaunce well abide : 

But he could juftly weigh the wrong or right. 

" Well then," fayd Artegall, " let it be tride : 

Firft in one ballance fet the true afide." 

He did fo firft, and then the falfe he layd 

In th* other fcale ; but ftill it downe did Aide, 

And by no meane could in the weight be ftayd ;" 

For by no meanes the falfe will with the truth be wayd. 

46. 

'* Now take the right likewife," fayd Artegale, 

" And counterpeife the fame* with fo much wrong." 
So firft the right he put into one fcale. 
And then the Gyant ftrove with puiflance ftrong 
To fill the other fcale with fo much wrong ; 

' But freight the winged words out of bis ballaunce flew."] Very 
prettily expreiTed, and literally from Homer: 'Eirea 'grspiirra. Sec 
alTo Horat. 

" Sed fugit cmifTum, fugit irrevocabilc verbum.** Upton. 

^ in tbe weigbt be ftayd,"] So all the editions. I think it ihould be 
fcale, unlefi he ufes weigbt here, as he does pound in St. 36, for ballance. 
Church. We have before had •* launce '* ufed for the difl? of a pair 
of fcales; and here, in his folio 161 1, Drayton inferted it in the mar- 
gin, and marked under the word ** weight,'' probably to indicate that 
he thought it wrong : with this note, however, we leave the old text 
untouched. C. 

* And counterpeife tbe fame.] i. e. '* And coMnterpoife the fame." 
We have met with ** poife " for weight in vol. ii. p. 66, and in the 
fame vol. p. 370, '' peaze ^ means a beavy blow. C. 
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But all the wrongs that he therein could lay 
Might not it peife ; yet did he labour long, 
And fwat, and chauPd, and proved every way : 
Yet all the wrongs could not a litle right downe way/ 

47- 
Which when he faw he greatly grew in rage. 

And almoft would his balances have broken ; 

But Artegall him fairely gan affwage. 

And faid, " Be not upon thy balance wroken,* 

For they do nought but right or wrong betoken ; 

But in the mind the doome of right muft bee : 

And fo likewife of words, the which be fpoken. 

The eare muft be the ballance, to decree 

And judge, whether with truth or fallhood they agree. 

48. 

" But fet the truth and fet the right afide. 

For they with wrong or falfhood will not fare. 
And put two wrongs together to be tride. 
Or elfe two falfes, of each equall fhare. 
And then together doe them both compare ; 
For truth is one, and right is ever one." 
So did he ; and then plaine it did appeare. 
Whether of them the greater were attone ; 

But right fat in the middeft of the beame alone. 

49. 

But he the right from thence did thruft away. 
For it was not the right which he did feeke. 
But rather ftrove extremities to way, 
Th' one to diminifli, th' other for to eeke ;* 

^ right downe toay,"] So the firft edition. The folios read, *' down 
/ay.** Todd. Bccauic the preceding line ends with ** way." C. 

■ Be not upon thy balance wrokenJ] ** Wroken" is the participle of 
to wreak, that is, to revenge, as our readers may gather from the fenfe, 
if they do not happen to remember the occurrence of ** wroken ** ear- 
lier : fee particularly vol. i. p. 39. C. 

• tb* other for to eeke,} The word *'diminiJh ** fettles the meaning 

III. z 
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For of the meane he greatly did mifleeke. 
Whom when fo lewdly minded Talus found, 
Approching nigh unto him, cheeke by cheeke, 
He ftiouldered him from ofF the higher ground. 

And down the rock him throwing in the fea him dround, 

50. 

Like as a fhip, whom cruell tempeft drives 
Upon a rocke with horrible difmay, 
Her (battered ribs in thoufand peeces rives. 
And fpoyling all her geares and goodly ray 
Does make her felfe misfortunes piteous pray. 
So downe the cliiFe the wretched Gyant tumbled ; 
His battred ballances in peeces lay. 
His timbered bones all broken rudely rumbled : 

So was the high afpyring with huge mine humbled. 

51- 

That when the people, which had there about 
Long wayted, faw his fudden defolation. 
They gan to gather in tumultuous rout. 
And mutining to ftirre up civil 1 faftion 
For certaine lofle of fo great expedation : 
For well they hoped to have got great good. 
And wondrous riches by his innovation. 
Therefore refolving to revenge his blood 

They rofe in armes, and all in battell order flood. 

Which lawlefle multitude him comming too** 

■ ' ' ♦ — ■ ' 

of "ccke" in this place, viz. to increafe^ generally by fmall additions: 
A. S. eacban, Lat. augere^ which was perhaps its origin: it is fome- 
times fpelt in our older poets ecbe and eeche. In the next line " mif- 
leeke*' is, of courfe, miftike; and we frequently find like written and 
printed leeke^ when the rhyme, as here, requires it. C. 

** him comming too,'\ So Spenfer chofe to fpcll the prepofition, for 
the enforcement, as it were, of the rhyme ; but Todd, as in many other 
places, deferted his original both here and in the correfponding line, 
printing to and do for " too *' and " doo." C. 
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In warlike wife when Artegall did vew, 
He much was troubled, ne wift what to doo : 
For loth he was his noble hands t* embrew 
In the bafe blood of fuch a rafcall crew ; 
And otherwife, if that he fhould retire. 
He fear'd leaft they with fhame would him purfew : 
Therefore he Talus to them fent t' inquire 
The caufe of their array, and truce for to defire. 

S3' 
But foone as they him nigh approching fpide. 

They gan with all their weapons him aflay. 

And rudely ftroke at him on every fide ; 

Yet nought they could him hurt, ne ought difmay : 

But when at them he with his flaile gan lay. 

He like a fwarme of flyes them overthrew ; 

Ne any of them durft come in his way. 

But here and there before his prefence flew. 

And hid themfelves in holes and buflies from his vew. 

54- 

As when a Faulcon hath with nimble flight 
Flowne at a flufh of Ducks foreby the brooke. 
The trembling foule difmayd with dreadfull fight 
Of death, the which them almoft overtooke. 
Doe hide themfelves from her aftonying looke 
Amongft the flags and covert round about. 
When Talus faw they all the field forfooke, 
Aad none appeared of all that raflcall rout. 

To Artegall he turn'd and went with him throughout. ' 
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CANTO III. 



The fpoufah of fair e Florimell^ 
where turney many knights : 
There Braggadochio is uncased 
in all the Ladies Jights. 



[ FTER long ftormes and tempefts ovcr- 
blowne 
The funne at length his joyous face doth 

cleare : 
So when as fortune all her fpight hath 
fliowne. 
Some blisfull houres at lad mud needes appeare ; 
Elfe fhould afflided wights oftimes defpeire : 
So comes it now to Florimell by tourne. 
After long forrowes fulFered whyleare. 
In which captiv'd fhe many moneths did mournc. 
To taft of joy, and to wont pleafures to retournc. 

2. 

Who being freed from Proteus cruell band 
By Marinell was unto him affide. 
And by him brought againe to Faerie land ; 
Where he her fpous'd, and made his joyous bride. 
The time and place was blazed farre and wide. 
And folemne feafts and giufts ordain'd therefore : 
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To which there did refort from every fide 
Of Lords and Ladies infinite great ftore ; 
Ne any Knight was abfent that brave courage bore. 

3- 

To tell the glorie of the feaft that day. 
The goodly fervice, the devicefuU fights/ 
The bridegromes ftate, the brides moft rich aray. 
The pride of Ladies, and the worth of knights. 
The royall banquets, and the rare delights. 
Were worke fit for an Herauld, not for me : 
But for fo much as to my lot here lights. 
That with this prefent treatife doth agree. 

True vertue to advance, fhall here recounted bee. 

4- 
When all men had with full fatietie 

Of meates and drinkes their appetites fufiiz'd. 
To deedes of armes and proofe of chevalrie 
They gan themfelves addrefl!e, full rich aguiz'd 
As each one had his furnitures deviz'd. 
And firft of all iflu'd Sir Marinell, 
And with him fixe knights more, which enterpriz'd 
To chalenge all in right of Florimell, 
And to maintaine that (he all others did excell. 

The firft of them was hight Sir Orimont, 
A noble Knight, and tride in hard afluyes : 

• Tbe goodlj fervice^ the devicefuU fights. '] By " devicefuU fights" 
Spcnfer means fights full of devices, that is, mafques, triumphs, and 
other fpedbiclcs, ufually exhibited in his time, with great coft and fplen- 
dour, at the nuptials of noble perfonages. Hence Milton, in L*A]legro, 
(elc6ls that fpecies of ^mafque and antique pageantry" which was cele- 
brated at weddings. On thefe occafions there was conftantly an epitha- 
lamium; which is the reafon that the author of "The Arte of Englilh 
Poefie" feparately confiders the epithalamium as a fpecies of poetry, and 
accordingly delivers rules for its compofition. T. Warton. See Put- 
tenham's work. Chap. xxvi. " The maner of rejoiiings at manages and 
weddings," p. 40 of the original impreffion in I589> 4to. C. 
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The fecond had to name Sir Bellifont, 
But fecond unto none in prowefle prayfe : 
The third was Brunell, famous in his dayes : 
The fourth Ecaftor, of exceeding might : 
The fift Armeddan, Ikild in lovely layes : 
The fixt was Lanfack, a redoubted Knight : 

All fixe well feene in armes, and prov'd in many a fight. 

6. 

And them againft came all that lift to giuft. 
From every coaft and countrie under funne : 
None was debard, but all had leave that luft.** 
The trompets found ; then all together ronne. 
Full many deeds of armes that day were donne. 
And many knights unhorft, and many wounded. 
As fortune fell ; yet little loft or wonne : 
But all that day the greateft prayfe redounded 

To Marinell, whofe name the Heralds loud refounded. 

7- 
The fecond day, fo foone as morrow light 

Appeared in heaven, into the field they came. 

And there all day continew'd cruell fight. 

With divers fortune fit for fuch a game. 

In which all ftrove with perill to winne fame ; 

Yet whether fide was viftor note be gheft :* 

But at the laft the trompets did proclame 

That Marinell that day deferved beft. 

So they difparted were, and all men went to reft. 

8. 

The third day came, that ftiould due tryall lend 
Of all the reft ; and then this warlike crew 



»> iut all had leave that luft.'\ That cbofe. The word "luft" is 
often ufed in this fcnfe by Spcnfer, as it is alio by Chaucer. Todd. It 
is only another form of /(/?, the pad tenfe for lifted^ i.e. defired. C. 

« Yet whether fide was viSlor note be gheft, '\ Yet which fide was 
vif^or might not, or could not be guefled. C. 
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Together met, of all to make an end. 
There Marinell great deeds of armes did fliew. 
And through the thickeft like a Lyon flew, 
Rafhing off helmes,** and ryving plates afonder. 
That every one his daunger did efchew : 
So terribly his dreadfuU ftrokes did thonder. 
That all men ftood amaz'd, and at his might did wonder. 

9- 

But what on earth can alwayes happie ftand ? 

The greater prowefTe greater perils find. 
So farre he paft amongft his enemies band. 
That they have him enclofed fo behind, 
As by no meanes he can himfelfe outwind : 
And now perforce they have him prifoner taken ; 
And now they doe with captive bands him bind ;• 
And now they lead him thence, of all forfaken, 

UnlefTe fome fuccour had in time him overtaken. 

10. 

It fortun'd, whyleft they were thus ill befet. 
Sir Artegall into the Tilt-yard came. 
With Braggadochio, whom he lately met 
Upon the way with that his fnowy Dame : 
Where when he underftood by common fame 
What evil hap to Marinell betid. 
He much was mov'd at fo unworthie fhame. 
And ftreight that boafter prayd, with whom he rid, 

To change his (hield with him, to be the better hid. 



<* Rajhing offhelmes.'\ Shakefpcarc (" Richard III." Aft iii. Sc. % 
and Sc. 4) ufes the word " raled" for rafied: — 

" He dreamt the boar had rafcd off his helm ;*' 
but the meaning is the fame, viz. the tearing away of the helmet with 
noify violence, fuch as a boar ufes when rending anything with his tuflcs. 
In the next flanza, Todd mifprinted '' thence/' as it ftands in the 4to. 
1596, and in all old impref&ons, hence, C. 

' And now they doe toitb captive bands him bind,"] In this tourna- 
ment, though they u(ed cutting fwords, yet there was no killing ; and 
the fign of being conquered was being taken captive. Upton. 
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II. 

So forth he went, and foone them over hent. 
Where they were leading Marinell away ; 
Whom he aflayld with dreadlefle hardiment. 
And forft the burden of their prize to ftay. 
They were an hundred knights of that array ; 
Of which th' one halfe upon himfelfe did fet. 
The other ftayd behind to gard the pray : 
But he ere long the former fiftie bet. 

And from the other fiftie foone the prifoner fet.' 

12. 

So backe he brought Sir Marinell againe ; 
Whom having quickly arm'd againe anew. 
They both together joyned might and maine. 
To fet afrefli on all the other crew : 
Whom with fore havocke foone they overthrew. 
And chaced quite out of the field, that none 
Againft them durft his head to perill fhew. 
So were they left Lords of the field alone ; 

So Marinell by him was refcu'd from his fone. 

Which when he had performed, then backe againe 

To Braggadochio did his fhield reftore ; 

Who all this while behind him did remaine. 

Keeping there clofe with- him in pretious ftore 

That his falfe Ladie, as ye heard afore. 

Then did the trompets found, and Judges rofe. 

And all thefe knights, which that day armour bore. 

Came to the open hall to liften whofe 
The honour of the prize fhould be adjudg'd by thofe. 



^ Soone the prifoner fet ?^ "Fet" is the old paft tcnfe o^ to fetch ^ and 
it b fometimes ufed as the prefent tenfe of the verb. Shakefpeare has 
it in ** Henry V." A. iii. Sc. i :— 

** Whofe blood isfet from Others of war-proof." C. 
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14. 

And thether alfo came in open fight 
Fayre Florimell, into the common hall. 
To greet his guerdon unto every knight, 
And beft to him to whom the beft fhould fall. 
Then for that ftranger knight they loud did call. 
To whom that day they fhould the girlond yield. 
Who came not forth ; but for Sir Artegall 
Came Braggadochio, and did fliew his fliield. 

Which bore the Sunne brode blazed in a golden field. 

The fight whereof did all with gladneflfe fill : 
So unto him they did addeeme the prife 
Of all that Tryumph. Then the trompets fhrill 
Don Braggadochios name refounded thrife : 
So courage lent a cloke to cowardife. 
And then to him came fayreft Florimell, 
And goodly gan to greet his brave emprife. 
And thoufand thankes him yeeld, that had fo well 

Approved that day that fhe all others did excell. 

16. 

To whom the boafter, that all knights did blot. 
With proud difdaine did fcornefuU anfwere make. 
That what he did that day, he did it not 
For her, but for his owne deare Ladies fake. 
Whom on his perill he did undertake 
Both her and eke all others to excell : 
And further did uncomely fpeaches crake.' 
Much did his words the gentle Ladie quell. 

And turn'd afide for fliame to heare what he did tell. 

« ^/V uncomely fpeaches crake,"] To ** crake," or crack, is to boaft, 
and we had the expref&on " vain-glorious crakes*' in B. ii. C. ii. St. lo, 
vol. ii. p. 290. Crack is Hill ufed for a boaft, and to crack, for to 
boaft, in the provinces. In his "Reve's Tale" Chaucer ufes the ap- 
parently pleonaftic expreflion, ** he craked bofl,** v. 3999 : — 
" He craked hoft, and fworc it n*as not fo." C. 
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Then forth he brought his fnowy Florimele, 
Whom Trompart had in keeping there befide. 
Covered from peoples gazement with a vele : 
Whom when difcovered they had throughly eide. 
With great amazement they were ftupefide ; 
And faid, that furely Florimell it was. 
Or if it were not Florimell fo tride. 
That Florimell her felfe fhe then did pas. 

So feeble Ikill of perfeft things the vulgar has. 

18. 

Which when as Marinell beheld likewife. 
He was therewith exceedingly difmayd, 
Ne wift he what to thinke, or to devife ; 
But, like as one whom feends had made afFrayd, 
He long aftoniflit ftood, ne ought he fayd, 
Ne ought he did, but with faft fixed eies 
He gazed ftill upon that fnowy mayd ; 
Whom ever as he did the more avize. 

The more to be true Florimell he did furmlze. 

19. 

As when two funnes appeare in the azure (kye, 

, Mounted in Phoebus charet fierie bright, 

Both darting forth faire beames to each mans eye. 
And both adorn'd with' lampes of flaming light ; 
All that behold fo ftrange prodigious fight. 
Not knowing natures worke, nor what to weene. 
Are rapt with wonder and with rare afiright. 
So ftood Sir Marinell, when he had feene 

The femblant of this falfe by his faire beauties Queenc. 

20. 

All which when Artegall, who all this while 

Stood in the preaflTe clofe covered, well advewed,** 

^ well advezoed,'\ So all the old editions read. Mr. Upton confiders 
the old reading as an error of the prefs, and adopted bad viewed, which 
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And faw that boafters pride and gracelefle guile. 
He could no longer beare, but forth iflewed. 
And unto all himfelfe there open fhewed. 
And to the boafter faid ; " Thou lofell bafe,* 
That haft with borrowed plumes thy felfe endewed. 
And others worth with leafings doeft deface. 

When they are all reftor'd thou fhalt reft in difgrace. 

21. 

" That fhield, which thou doeft beare, was it indeed 
Which this dayes honour fav'd to Marinell : 
But not that arme, nor thou the man, I reed, 
Which didft that fervice unto Florimell. 
For proofe fhew forth thy fword, and let it tell 
What ftrokes, what dreadful! ftoure, it ftird this day ; 
Or fhew the wounds which unto thee befell ; 
Or (hew the fweat with which thou diddeft fway 

So fharpe a battell, that fo many did difmay. 

" But this the fword which wrought thofe cruell ftounds. 
And this the arme the which that fhield did beare. 
And thefe the figns," (fo fhewed forth his wounds) 
" By which that glorie gotten doth appeare. 
As for this Ladie, which he fheweth here. 
Is not (I wager) Florimell at all ; 
But fome fayre Franion, fit for fuch a fere,^ 

Hughes firft introduced. Todd. Spenfer feems to be the original pro- 
prietor of the verb to " adview," and Richardfon docs not [infert it. 
Neverthelcfs we are confident that is the true reading. C. 

* Thou lofell bafe.'\ In vol. i. p. 83 we have had " lorrell" in the 
fcnfe oHoofe fellow ; and *' lofel" has much the fame fignification, both 
being derived from A. S. loftan, to lofe. A " lofell " is therefore a loft or 
utterly abandoned perfon. It occurs again, as applied to Braggadochio, 
in St. 35 of this Canto. C. 

^ But fome fatre Franion^ fit for fuch a fere,'] So in F. Q. ii. ii. 
37 : — *' Might not be found a frAncker franion, 

" Of her leawd parts to make companion :'* 
where fee the note. Todd. See vol. ii. p. 121, where various autho- 
rities, regarding the ufe of " franion," are colledted. C. 
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That by misfortune in his hand did fall." 
For proofe whereof he bad them Florimell forth call. 

So forth the noble Ladie was ybrought, 
Adorn'd with honor and all comely grace : 
Whereto her bafhful fliamefaftnefle y wrought 
A great increafe in her faire blufhing face. 
As rofes did with lillies interlace ; 
For of thofe words, the which that boafter threw. 
She inly yet conceived great difgrace : 
Whom when as all the people fuch did vew, 

They fliouted loud, and fignes of gladnefle all did (hew. 

24. 

Then did he fet her by that fnowy one. 
Like the true faint befide the image fet. 
Of both their beauties to make paragone 
And triall, whether fliould the honor get. 
Streightway, fo foone as both together met, 
Th* enchaunted Damzell vaniftit into nought : 
Her fnowy fubftance melted as with heat, 
Ne of that goodly hew remayned ought. 

But th' emptie girdle which about her waft was wrought. 

As when the daughter of Thaumantes* faire 
Hath in a watry cloud difplayed wide 
Her goodly bow, which paints the liquid ayre. 
That all men wonder at her colours pride ; 
All fuddenly, ere one can looke afide. 
The glorious pifture vanifheth away, 

* the daughter of Tbaumantes,'] He means Iris, i. c. the Rainbow : 
the daughter of Thaumas, not Thaumantes. Jortin. " Tbaumantias^ 
Iris" [jEtt. ix. 5.]: fhe is a wonderful phenomenon; as the poet, in 
allufion to her father's name, prefentJy fays : — 

" That all men wonder at her colours pride.** Upton. 
T. Warton, fomewhat hypercritically, objedls to the entire applicabiKty 
of this beautiful fimile. C. 
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Ne any token doth thereof abide : 

So did this Ladies goodly forme decay, 

And into nothing goe, ere one could it bewray. 

26. 

Which when as all that prefent were beheld. 
They ftricken were with great aftoniftiment. 
And their faint harts with fenfelefle horrour queld. 
To fee the thing, that feem'd fo excellent. 
So ftolen from their fancies wonderment. 
That what of it became none underftood ; 
And Braggadochio felfe with dreriment 
So daunted was in his defpeyring mood. 

That like a lifelefle corfe immoveable he ftood. 

27. 

But Artegall that golden belt uptooke. 
The which of all her {poyle was onely left ; 
Which was not hers, as many it miftooke. 
But Florimells owne girdle, from her reft 
While fhe was flying, like a weary weft. 
From that foule monfter which did her compell 
To perils great ; which he unbuckling eft 
Prefented to the fayreft Florimell ; 

Who round about her tender wafl: it fitted well. 

28. 

Full many Ladies often had aflTayd 

About their middles that faire belt to knit ; 
And many a one fuppos'd to be a mayd : 
Yet it to none of all their loynes would fit. 
Till Florimell about her faftned it. 
Such power it had, that to no womans waft 
By any fkill or labour it would fit, 
Unlefle that fhe were continent and chaft. 

But it would lofe or breake, that many had difgraft. 

Whileft thus they bufied were bout Florimell, 
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And boaftfull Braggadochio to defame. 
Sir GuyoHj^ as by fortune then befell. 
Forth from the thickeft preafle of people came. 
His owne good fteed, which he had ftolne, to clamc ; 
And, th' one hand feizing on his golden bit, 
With th' other drew his fword ; for with the fame 
He meant the thiefe there deadly to have fmit : 
And, had he not bene held, he nought had fayld of it. 

30- 
Thereof great hurly burly moved was 

Throughout the hall for that fame warlike horfe ; 

For Braggadochio would not let him pas. 

And Guyon would him algates have perforfe. 

Or it approve upon his carrion corfe. 

Which troublous ftirre when Artegall perceived. 

He nigh them drew to ftay th' avengers forfe ; 

And gan inquire how was that fteed bereaved. 

Whether by might extort, or elfe by flight deceaved ? 

Who all that piteous ftorie, which befell 
About that wofuU couple which were flaine, 
And their young bloodie babe to him gan tell ; 
With whom whiles he did in the wood remaine. 
His horfe purloyned was by fubtill traine ; 
For which he chalenged the thiefe to fight : 
But he for nought could him thereto conftraine ; 
For as the death he hated fuch defpight, 

And rather had to lofe then trie in armes his right. 

32. 
Which Artegall well hearing, though no more 
By law of armes there neede ones right to trie. 
As was the wont of warlike knights of yore. 
Then that his foe ftiould him the field denie. 
Yet further right by tokens to defcrie. 
He aflct what privie tokens he did beare ? 
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" If that " (faid Guyon) " may you fatisfie. 
Within his mouth a blacke fpot doth appeare, 
Shapt like a horfes fhoe, who lift to feeke it there." 

33- 
Whereof to make due tryall, one did take 
The horfe in hand within his mouth to looke ; 
But with his heeles fo forely he him ftrake, 
That all his ribs he quite in peeces broke. 
That never word from that day forth he fpoke. 
Another, that would feeme to have more wit. 
Him by the bright embrodered hedftall tooke ; 
Biit by the fhoulder him fo fore he bit. 
That he him maymed quite, and all his fhoulder fplit. 

34. 

Ne he his mouth would open unto wight, 
Untill that Guyon felfe unto him (pake. 
And called Brigadore,"* (fo was he hight,) 
Whofe voice fo foone as he did undertake, 
Eftfoones he ftood as ftill as any ftake. 
And fufFred all his fecret marke to fee : 
And, when as he him nam'd, for joy he brake 
His bands, and foUow'd him with gladfuU glee, 

And frifkt, and flong aloft, and louted low on knee. 

3S; 
Thereby Sir Artegall did plaine areed 

That unto him the horfe belong'd, and fayd ; 
" Lo there ! Sir Guyon, take to you the fteed. 
As he with golden faddle is arayd. 
And let that lofell, plainely now di(playd. 
Hence fare on foot, till he an horfe have gayned." 
But the proud boafter gan his doome upbrayd. 



" JnJ calUd BrigadoreJ] *' Brigadore'* is the name of the knight's 
horfe, as Brigliadoro alfo is the name of Orlando's horfe ; from briglia 
i*orQ^ a golden bridle. T. Warton. 
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And him revil'd, and rated, and difdayned. 
That judgement fo unjuft againft him had ordayned. 

Much was the knight incenft with his lewd word 
To have revenged that his villeny ; 
And thrice did lay his hand upon his {word, 
To have him flaine, or dearely doen aby : " 
But Guyon did his choler pacify. 
Saying, " Sir knight, it would difhonour bee 
To you that are our judge of equity. 
To wrcake your wrath on fuch a carle as hee : 

It's punifhment enough that all his fhame doe fee/' 

37- 
So did he mitigate Sir Artegall ; 

But Talus by the backe the boafter hent. 
And drawing him out of the open hall 
Upon him did inflidt this punifhment : 
Firft he his beard did (have, and fowly fhent ; 
Then from him reft his fhield, and it renverft,^ 
And blotted out his armes with falfhood blent ; 
And himfelfe bafFuld,P and his armes unherft;^ 

** or iearelj doen ady,] u c. or to make him dearly ** aby," or aiuie 
it — fuffer for it. Sec vol. ii. pp. 417, 453. C. 

® and it renverft."] The fame word has been employed in vol. i. p. 
241, and prccifcly in the fame way — ** Whofe fhield he bcares renvcrit" 
It fignifies, of courfe, reverfed in both places. C. 

P And bimfelfe baffuld.'] *' Baffled" here means treated with the 
greatefl ignominy imaginable, as Mr. Tollett has remarked in a note on 
the word in Shakefpeare's **King Richard II." [A. i. Sc. i.] where he 
cites from Holinfhed an account ^ baffuUing^ the punifhment of perjured 
perfons among the Scots, which alio correfponds with Spenfer's relation of 
Turpine being baffuld, F. (^vi. vii. 27 : ** Baffulling is a great dilgracc 
among the Scots, and it is ufed when a man is open lie perjured ; and 
then they make of him an image painted, reverfed, with his heels up- 
wards, with his name, wondering, crieing, and blowing out of him with 
horns." The word baffouer, in old French, is alfb ufed for to difgrace, 
Todd. "Baffled "occurs in the fame fenfe in " Tw. Ni." A. v. Sc. i. C. 

*» and bis armes tinberft,'] Took them from the berfe^ or temporary 
monument, where they were hanged. Upton. 
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And broke his fword in twaine, and all his armour 
fperft/ 

38. 
The whiles his guilefull groome was fled away. 

But vaine it was to thinke from him to flie ; 

Who overtaking him did difaray. 

And all his face deform'd with infamie, 

And out of court him fcourged openly. 

So ought all faytours, that true knighthood fhame. 

And armes di (honour with bafe villanie, 

From all brave knights be baniflit with defame ; 
For oft their lewdnes blotteth good deferts with blame. 

Now when thefe counterfeits were thus uncafed* 
Out of the forefide of their forgerie/ 
And in the fight of all men cleane difgraced. 
All gan to jeft and gibe full merilie 
At the remembrance of their knaverie : 
Ladies can laugh at Ladies," Knights at Knights, 
To thinke with how great vaunt of braverie 
He them abufed through his fubtill flights, 

And what a glorious fliew he made in all their fights. 



' Jn^ all his armour fperft, \ Difperfed ox Jc altered his armour : fee 
vol. i. p. 1 88, where the word " fpericd " is applied to the air. C. 

• toere thus uncafed,"] Thb is the puniftiment infli6led on the Fox 
in " Mother Hubberd's Tale :"— 

** The Fox, firft author of that treachery, 
" He did uncafe^ and then abroad let fly." 
Ben Jonfon has this expreffion in his '* Vol pone," Aft v. '* The Fox 
fhall here uncafe^ [Edit. Gifford, iii. 325.] Upton. The (kin of any 
animal was called its cafe, and thus the word is conltantly employed by 
Shakefpeare and other writers of the time. C. 

* Out of the forefide of their forger ie,'\ '* Forefide" muft mean out- 
fide, the externals of their impofture. We do not find the word in 

Richardfon ; and it is, we believe, only met with in Spenfer. C. 

•* Ladies can laugh at Ladies,"] " Can " is for gan^ or began^ as we 
have had it in many other places : fee vol. i. p. 178, &c. C. 

III. A A 
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40. 

There leave we them in pleafure and repaft, 

Spending their joyous dayes and gladfuU nights. 

And taking ufurie of time forepaft, 

With all deare delices and rare delights, 

Fit for fuch Ladies and fuch lovely knights ;* 

And turne we here^ to this faire furrowes end 

Our wearie yokes, to gather freftier fprights. 

That when as time to Artegall fhall tend. 

We on his firft adventure may him forward fend. 



* Jnd fuch lovely knigbts.] The commentators, forgetting how 
often Spenfer ufcs the epithet "lovely" for loving, would deprive the 
knights of it and give it to the ladies. The old reading is, doubtlefs, the 
language of the poet. C. 

y Jftd turne we here,"] So the folios. The original reading I fuf- 
pe£l to be an error of the prefs, *' And turne were here, &c." Todd. 
It feems certain that the compofitor confounded himfelf between were 
and ** here,*' and mifprinted the line accordingly. C. 
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Artegall dealeth right betwixt 
two brethren that doejlrive : 

Saves Terpine from the gallow tree^ 
and doth from death reprive. 




|HOSO upon him felfe will take the ikill 
True Juftice unto people to divide. 
Had neede have* mightie hands for to 

fulfill 
That which he doth with righteous 
doome decide, 
And for to maifter wrong and puiflant pride : 
For vaine it is to deeme of things aright. 
And makes** wrong doers juftice to deride, 
Unlefle it be perform'd with dreadlefle might ; 
For powre is the right hand of Juftice truely hight. 

2. 

Therefore whylome to knights of great emprife 
The charge of Juftice given was in truft. 
That they might execute her judgements wife. 



• Had neede have,] The fccond folio reads, *' Had need of, &c." 
Todd. The cxprcffion is colloquial. C. 

^ And makes,] And // makes, &c. unlcfs it be performed, &c. Up- 
ton. Drayton amended the text to ** And V makes." C. 
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And with their might beat downe licentious luft. 
Which proudly did impugne her fentence juft ; 
Whereof no braver prefident this day 
Remaines on earth, preferv'd from yron ruft 
Of rude oblivion and long times decay, 
Then this of Artegall, which here we have to fay. 

3- 
Who having lately left that lovely payre, 

Enlincked faft in wedlockes loyall bond. 

Bold Marinell with Florimell the fayre. 

With whom great feaft and goodly glee he fond. 

Departed from the Caftle of the ftrond 

To follow his adventures firft intent. 

Which long agoe he taken had in bond : 

Ne wight with him for his affiftance went. 

But that great yron groome, his gard and government. 

4- 

With whom, as he did pafle by the fea fhore. 
He chaunft to come whereas two comely Squires, 
Both brethren, whom one wombe together bore. 
But ftirred up with different defires, 
Together ftrove, and kindled wrathfull fires : 
And them befide two feemely damzels ftood. 
By all meanes feeking to aflwage their ires; 
Now with faire words, but words did little good. 

Now with fharpe threats, but threats the more increaft 
their mood. 

5- 
And there before them ftood a Coffer ftrong 

Faft bound on every fide with iron bands. 

But feeming to have fufFred mickle wrong. 

Either by being wreckt uppon the fands. 

Or being carried farre from forraine lands. 

Seem'd that for it thefe Squires at ods did fall. 

And bent againft them felves their cruell hands ; 
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But evermore thofe Damzells did foreftall 
Their furious encounter, and their fiercenefle pall. 

6. 

But firmely fixt they were with dint of fword 

And battailes doubtfull proofe their rights to try ; 

Ne other end their fury would afford. 

But what to them Fortune would juftify : 

So ftood they both in readinefTe, thereby 

To joyne the combate with cruell intent, 

When Artegall, arriving happily. 

Did ftay a while their greedy bickerment. 

Till he had queftioned the caufe of their diflent. 

7- 
To whom the elder did this aunfwere frame : 

" Then weet ye, Sir, that we two brethren be. 

To whom our fire, Milefio by name. 

Did equally bequeath his lands in fee. 

Two Iflands, which ye there before you fee 

Not farre in fea ; of which the one appeares 

But like a little Mount of fmall degree. 

Yet was as great and wide, ere many years. 

As that fame other Me, that greater bredth now beares. 

8. 

" But traft of time, that all things doth decay. 
And this devouring Sea, that naught doth fpare. 
The moft part of my land hath wafht away. 
And throwne it up unto my brothers fhare : 
So his encreafed, but mine did empaire. 
Before which time I lov*d, as was my lot. 
That further mayd, hight Philtera the faire. 
With whom a goodly doure I fhould have got. 

And fhould have joyned bene to her in wedlocks knot. 

9- 
** Then did my younger brother, Amidas, 

Love that fame other Damzell, Lucy bright. 
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To whom but little dowrc allotted was : 
Her vertue was the dowre that did delight. 
What better dowre can to a dame be hight ? 
But now, when Philtra*^ faw my lands decay 
And former livelod fayle, (he left me quight. 
And to my brother did ellope ftreight way ; 

Who, taking her from me, his owne love left aftray. 

10. 

" She, feeing then her felfe forfaken fo. 

Through dolorous defpaire which fhe conceyved. 
Into the Sea her felfe did headlong throw. 
Thinking to have her griefe by death bereaved : 
But fee how much her purpofe was deceived ! 
Whileft thus, amidft the billowes beating of her, 
Twixt life and death long to and fro fhe weaved,** 
She chaunft unwares to light uppon this coffer. 

Which to her in that daunger hope of life did offer. 

II. 

" The wretched mayd, that earfl defir'd to die. 
When as the paine of death fhe tafted had. 
And but halfe feene his ugly vifnomie,* 
Gan to repent that fhe had beene fo mad 



* But noto^ when Pbiltra,'] SoSpenfer fpells it here, becaufe it muft 
be read as a diffyllable ; but in St. 8 it is a trifyllable, Pbiltera, So, in 
the next line, lively bood is abridged to " livelod," becaufe the mcafurc 
requires it. C. 

** Twixt life and death long to and fro Jbe weaved^ ** Weavcd" is 
here, perhaps, to be taken as waved ; and poilibly the operation of 
weaving is fo called, becaufe the workman waves " to and fro/* C. 

• bis ugly vifnomie,"] ** Vifnomy *' is one of Hawes's words in his 
« La Bel Pucell,*' 1554, Sign. Q^ii. b:— 

" And, when that he vnto vs drewe nye, 

" I beheld his body and his vifenamye,** 
I remember alfo to have fcen pbifnomie in another publication preceding 
the " Faerie Quecne," the reference to which I omitted at the time to 
note. Todd. The word is met with, as Richardfon (hows, in Beau* 
mont and Fletcher's ** Women Pleafed," Aft iv. Sc. i : it is, we need 
hardly fay, a corruption of pbyjiognomy. C. 
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For any death to chaunge life, though moft bad : 
And catching hold of this fea-beaten cheft, 
The lucky Pylot of her paflage fad. 
After long tofling in the feas diftreft. 

Her weary barke at laft uppon mine Ifle did reft, 

12. 

" Where I by chaunce then wandring on the fliore 
Did her efpy, and through my good endevour 
From drcadfuU mouth of death, which threatned fore 
Her to have fwallow'd up, did helpe to fave her. 
She then, in recompence of that great favour 
Which I on her beftowed, beftowed on me 
The portion of that good which Fortune gave her. 
Together with her felfe in dowry free ; 

Both goodly portions, but of both the better fhe. 

" Yet in this coffer which (he with her brought 
Great threafure fithence we did finde contained. 
Which as our owne we tooke, and fo it thought ; 
But this fame other Damzell fince hath fained 
That to her felfe that threafure appertained ; 
And that fhe did tranfport the fame by fea. 
To bring it to her hufband new ordained. 
But fuflred cruell fhipwracke by the way : 

But, whether it be fo or no, I can not fay. 

" But whether it indeede be fo or no. 
This doe I fay, that what fo good or ill 
Or God or Fortune unto me did throw. 
Not wronging any other by my will, 
I hold mine owne, and fo will hold it ftill. 
And though my land he firft did winne away. 
And then my love, (though now it little fkill)' 

' though now it little Jkill^ i. c. though now \i fignifies little : it is 
of little coniequence. C. 
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Yet my good lucke he fhall not likewife pray. 
But I will it defend whilft ever that I may." 

So having fayd, the younger did enfew : 
" Full true it is what fo about our land 
My brother here declared hath to you : 
But not for it this ods twixt us doth ftand, 
But for this threafure throwne uppon his ftrand; 
Which well I prove, as fhall appeare by triall, 
To be this maides with whom I faftned hand, 
Known by good markes and perfed good efpiall : 

Therefore it ought be rendred her without deniall." 

16. 

When they thus ended had, the Knight began : 
" Certes, your ftrife were eafie to accord, 
Would ye remit it to fome righteous man," 
" Unto yourfelfe," faid they, *' we give our word. 
To bide that judgement ye fhall us afford." 
" Then for afTurance to my doome to fland. 
Under my foote let each lay downe his fword ; 
And then you fhall my fentence underfland." 

So each of them layd downe his fword out of his hand. 

Then Artegall thus to the younger fayd : 
" Now tell me, Amidas, if that ye may. 
Your brothers land the which the fea hath layd 
Unto your part, and pluckt from his away. 
By what good right doe you withhold this day ?" 
" What other right," (quoth he) " fhould you 

efleeme. 
But that the fea it to my fhare did lay ?" 
" Your right is good," (fayd he) " and fo I deeme. 

That what the fea unto you fent your own fhould feeme. 

18. 

Then turning to the elder thus he fayd : 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 4. THE FAERIE ^EENE. 361 

" Now, Bracidas,' let this likewife be fhowne ; 
Your brothers threafure, which from him is ftrayd. 
Being the dowry of his wife well knowne, 
By what right doe you claime to be your owne ?" 
" What other right," (quoth he) " fhould you efteeme, 
But that the fea hath it unto me throwne ?" 
" Your right is good," (fayd he) " and fo I deeme. 
That what the fea unto you fent your own fhould feeme. 

" For equall right in equall things doth ftand ; 
For what the mighty Sea hath once pofleft. 
And plucked quite from all poffeflbrs hand. 
Whether by rage of waves that never reft. 
Or elfe by wracke that wretches hath diftreft. 
He may difpofe by his imperiall might. 
As thing at randon left, to whom he lift. 
So, Amidas, the land was yours firft hight ; 

And fo the threafure yours is, Bracidas, by right." 

20. 

When he his fentence thus pronounced had. 
Both Amidas and Philtra were difpleafed ; 
But Bracidas and Lucy were right glad. 
And on the threafure by that judgement feafed. 
So was their difcord by this doome appeafed. 
And each one had his right. Then Artegall, 
When as their fharpe contention he had ceafed. 
Departed on his way, as did befall. 

To follow his old queft, the which him forth did call. 

21. 

So as he travelled uppon the way. 

He chaunft to come, where happily he fpide 
A rout of many people farre away ; 

« NoWf BracUas."] It does not appear how Artegall became ac- 
quainted with his name. The elder, m St. g, had told Artegall that his 
brother's name was Amidas. C. 
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To whom his courfe he haftily applide. 
To weete the caufc of their aflemblaunce wide : 
To whom when he approched neare in fight, 
(An uncouth fight) he plainely then defcride 
To be a troupe of women, warlike dight. 

With weapons in their hands as ready for to fight : 

22. 

And in the midft of them he faw a Knight, 

With both his hands behinde him pinnoed hard,** 
And round about his necke an halter tight. 
And ready for the gallow tree prepard : 
His face was covered, and his head was bar'd, 
That who he was uneath was to defcry ; 
And with full heavy heart with them he far'd, 
Griev'd to the foule, and groning inwardly, 

That he of womens hands fo bafe a death fliould dy . 

But they, like tyrants mercilefle, the more 
Rejoyced at his miferable cafe. 
And him reviled, and reproched fore 
With bitter taunts and termes of vile difgrace. 
Now when as Artegall, arriv'd in place. 
Did aike what caufe brought that man to decay. 
They round about him gan to fwarme apace. 
Meaning on him their cruell hands to lay. 

And to have wrought unwares fome villanous aflay. 

24. 
But he was foone aware of their ill minde. 
And drawing backe deceived their intent : 
Yet, though him felfe did fhame on womankinde 
His mighty hand to fhend, he Talus fent 

*» bebinde bim pinnoed bard.] The fecond and third folios read, 
without authority, pinioned. Todd. Richardfon (hows that the word 
is pinioned in Phaer's Virgil, in Drant's Horace, Chapman's Homer, Sec. 
Spenier alone, we think, has " pinnoed.'* C. 
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To wrecke on them* their follies hardy ment : 
Who with few fowces of his yron flale 
Difperfed all their troupe incontinent. 
And fcnt them home to tell a piteous tale 
Of their vaine prowefle turned to their proper bale. 

But that fame wretched man, ordaynd to die. 
They left behind them, glad to be fo quit : 
Him Talus tooke out of perplexitie. 
And horror of fowle death for Knight unfit. 
Who more than lofle of life ydreaded it ; 
And him reftoring unto living light. 
So brought unto his Lord, where he did fit 
Beholding all that womanifh weake fight ; 

Whom foone as he beheld he knew, and thus behight. 

26. 

" Sir Turpine ! hapleflTe man, what make you here ? 
Or have you loft your felfe and your difcretion. 
That ever in this wretched cafe ye were ? 
Or have ye yeelded you to proude oppreflion 
Of womens powre, that boaft of mens fubjedion ? 
Or elfe what other deadly difmall day 
Is falne on you by heavens hard direftion. 
That ye were runne fo fondly far aftray 

As for to lead your felfe unto your owne decay ?" 

27. 

Much was the man confounded in his mind. 
Partly with fhame, and partly with difmay. 
That all aftonifht he him felfe did find. 
And little had for his excufe to fay. 
But onely thus : " Moft hapleflTe well ye may 
Me juftly terme, that to this fliame am brought. 



* To wrecke on them,] i. e. to wreak or revenge on them, &c. Sec 
vol. ii. p. 72. " To wreck '* might here be taken as to ruin. C. 
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And made the fcorne of Knighthod this fame day : 

But who can fcape what his owne fate hath wrought ? 
The worke of heavens will furpafleth humaine thought." 

28. 
** Right true ; but faulty men ufe oftentimes 

To attribute their folly unto fate, 

And lay on heaven the guilt of their owne crimes. 

But tell, Sir Terpin, ne let you amate 

Your mifery, how fell ye in this ftatc ?" 

" Then fith ye needs" (quoth he) " will know my 
fhame. 

And all the ill which chaunft to me of late, 

I fhortly will to you rehearfe the fame, 
In hope ye will not turne misfortune to my blame. 

" Being defirous (as all Knights are woont) 

Through hard adventures deedes of armes to try. 

And after fame and honour for to hunt, 

I heard report that farre abrode did fly. 

That a proud Amazon did late defy 

All the brave Knights that hold of Maidenhead, 

And unto them wrought all the villany 

That fhe could forge in her malicious head. 

Which fome hath put to fhame, and many done be dead.'' 

30. 

" The caufe, they fay, of this her cruell hate 
Is for the fake of Bellodant the bold. 
To whom fhe bore mofl fervent love of late. 
And wooed him by all the waies fhe could : 
But when fhe faw at lafl that he ne would 
For ought or nought be wonne unto her will. 
She turn'd her love to hatred manifold. 



^ and many done be dead."] That is^ and caufed many to be dead. 
Anglo-Sax. don^ to caufe. Upton. 
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And for his fake vow'd to doe all the ill 
Which fhe could doe to Knights ; which now fhe doth 
fulfill. 

" For all thofe Knights, the which by force or guile 
She doth fubdue, (he fowly doth entreate. 
Firft, (he doth them of warlike armes de(poile, 
And cloth in womens weedes : And then with threat 
Doth them compell to worke, to earne their meat. 
To fpin, to card, to few, to wa(h, to wring ; 
Ne doth (he give them other thing to eat 
But bread and water or like feeble thing. 

Them to difable from revenge adventuring. 

32. 

" But if through ftout difdaine of manly mind 
Any her proud obfervaunce will tvithftand, 
Uppon that gibbet, which is there behind. 
She caufeth them be hang'd up out of hand : 
In which condition I right now did ftand ; 
For being overcome by her in fight. 
And put to that bafe fervice of her band, 
I rather chofe to die in lives defpight. 

Then lead that (hamefuU life, unworthy of a Knight." 

" How hight that Amazon ?"* (fayd Artegall) 
"And where and how far hence does (he abide?" 
" Her name " (quoth he) " they Radigund doe call, 
A Prince(re of great powre and greater pride, 

* How bight that Amazon, &c.] Though Spenfer, in his Radigond> 
with her city of females, had an eye upon Arioflo's Jand of Amazons, 
it is, however, to be remembered that a land of Amazons is a frequent 
miracle of romance, being taken from the old legends of the Trojan 
war. Caxton, in his " DeftruAion of Troy," gives us a chapter, " How 
the queene Panthafile cam from Amazonne, with a thoufand maydens, 
to the focoure of Troye. And how fhe bare her valyantly, &c." T. 
Warton. 
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And Queene of Amazons, in armes well tridc 
And fundry battels, which fhc hath atchieved 
With great fuccefle, that her hath glorifide. 
And made her famous, more then is believed ; 
Ne would I it have ween'd, had I not late it prieved.** 

34. 

" Now fure," (faid he) " and by the faith that I 
To Maydenhead and noble knighthood owe, 
I will not reft till I her might doe trie. 
And venge the fhame that fhe to Knights doth (how. 
Therefore, Sir Terpin, from you lightly throw 
This fqualid weede, the patterne of difpaire. 
And wend with me, that ye may fee and know 
How Fortune will your ruin'd name repaire 

And knights of Maidenhead, whofe praife fhe would 
empaire." 

35- 
With that, like one that hopelefle was repryVd 

From deathes dore at which he lately lay, 

Thofe yron fetters wherewith he was gy v'd. 

The badges of reproch, he threw away. 

And nimbly did him dight to guide the way 

Unto the dwelling of that Amazone : 

Which was from thence not paft a mile or tway ; 

A goodly citty and a mighty one. 

The which, of her owne name, fhe called Radegone. 

36. 

Where they arriving by the watchmen were 
Defcried ftreight ; who all the citty warned 
How that three warlike perfons did appeare. 
Of which the one him feem'd a Knight all armed. 
And th' other two well likely to have harmed. 
Eftfoones the people all to harneffe ran. 
And like a fort of Bees in clufters fwarmed :" 

" And like a fort of Bees in clufters ftoarmed,'] Borpviiv, in modum 
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Ere long their queene her felfe, halfe like a man/ 
Came forth into the rout, and them t' array began. 

37- 
And now the Knights, being arrived neare. 
Did beat uppon the gates to enter in ; 
And at the Porter, fkorning them fo few,** 
Threw many threats, if they the towne did win. 
To teare his flefh in pieces for his fm : 
Which when as Radigund there comming heard. 
Her heart for rage did grate, and teeth did grin.** 
She bad that ftreight the gates fhould be unbard. 
And to them way to make with weapons well prepard. 

38. 

Soone as the gates were open to them fet. 

They preffed forward, entraunce to have made ; 
But in the middle way they were ymet 

racemi, Horn. II. j8'. 89. Upton. *' A fort of Bees" does not mean a 
kind of bees, but a /warm of bees. So in St. 44, we have ** a fort of 
iheep " for a flock of fheep. C. 

" balfe like a man,} This is the reading of Spenfer's own edition, 
which no fubfequent edition has followed. The firft folio gives, as an 
emendation, ** arnCd like a man;" to which every fucceeding edition 
has conformed. But why is the poet's own word to be dilcarded ? Is 
not " halfe like a man " perfedlly in charadler ? For what is Radigund 
bat an heroine, a virago^ that is, a manlike female ? So H. Peacham, 
of Melpomene : " Melpomene is reprefented like a virago or manly 
lady." Todd. Di^yton has no note on the text here. C. 

** Jkorning them fo few ^ This line ought, of courfe, to rhyme with 
the firft line of the (lanza ; but as '* neare " and '' few " do not rhyme. 
Church fuggefted that the text ought to be altered in the firft line to 
** being arrived new,** This change might anfwer the purpofe, if 
Drayton, in his folio 161 1, had not given us what we may rea(bnably 
fuppofe to have been Spenfer's word, fhowing that the mifprint is in the 
third, and not in the firft line : he amended it thus : — 

*• (korning them to fear e** 

It is evident that " to feare" might cafily be mifprinted yjr /Jw / but 
with this note we leave the poet's text, as it has come down to us in all 
the old impreffions. The porter fcorned to feare the three enemies who 
prefented themfelves at the gate. C. 

P and teeth did grin ^ For grinds becaufe of the rhyme. ** Dentibus 
infrendens : Et graviter frendens." Upton. 
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With a (harpe (howre of arrowes, which them ftaid> 
And better bad advife, ere they aflaid 
Unknowen perill of bold womens pride. 
Then all that rout uppon them rudely laid. 
And heaped ftrokes fo faft on every fide, 
And arrowes haild fo thicke, that they could not abide. 

39- 
But Radigund her felfe, when fhe e{pide 

Sir Terpin, from her direfull doome acquit, 

So cruell doale** amongft her maides divide 

T* avenge that (hame they did on him commit, 

All fodainely enflam'd with furious fit 

Like a fell Lionefle at him fhe flew. 

And on his head-peece him fo fiercely fmit, 

That to the ground him quite fhe overthrew, 

Difmayd fo with the flroke that he no colours knew. 

40. 

Soone as fhe faw him on the ground to grovell. 
She lightly to him leapt ; and in his necke 
Her proud foote fetting, at his head did levell. 
Weening at once her wrath on him to wreake 
And his contempt, that did her judgment breake. 
As when a Beare hath feiz'd her cruell clawes 
Uppon the carkafTe of fome beafl too weake. 
Proudly flands over, and a while doth paufe 

To heare the piteous beafl pleading her plaintifFe caufe. 

41. 

Whom when as Artegall in that diflrefTe 

By chaunce beheld, he left the bloudy flaughter 
In which he fwam, and ranne to his redrefTe : 
There her afTayling fiercely frefh, he raught her 
Such an huge flroke, that it of fence diflraught her ; 

1 So cruell doale.'] So this line was emended by the firft folio, the 
words doale and divide being mifprinted in the firft edition doile and 
davide, Todd. 
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And had flie not it warded warily, 
It had depriv'd her mother of a daughter : 
Nathlefle for all the powre fhe did apply 
It made her ftagger oft, and ftare with ghaftly eye. 

42. 

Like to an Eagle, in his kingly pride 

Soring through his wide Empire of the aire 
To weather his brode failes,' by chaunce hath fpide 
A Gofhauke, which hath feized for her fhare 
Uppon fome fowle that fhould her feaft prepare ; 
With dreadfull force he flies at her bylive,' 
That with his fouce, which none enduren dare, 
Her from the quarrey he away doth drive. 

And from her griping pounce the greedy prey doth rive. 

43- 
But foone as fhe her fence recovered had. 

She fiercely towards him her felfe gan dight. 

Through vengeful wrath and fdeignfuU pride half mad ; 

For never had fhe fuflFred fuch defpight : 

But ere fhe could joyne hand with him to fight. 

Her warlike maides about her flockt fo fafl. 

That they difparted them, maugre their might. 

And with their troupes did far a funder cafl ; 

But mongfl the refl the fight did untill evening laft. 

44- 
And every while that mighty yron man 

With his ftrange weapon, never wont in warre. 

Them forely vext, and courft, and overran. 

And broke their bowes, and did their fhooting marre, 

■■ his brode failes. "] " Sails" arc often ufed by our author for wings, 
and after him by Milton ; and by P, Fletcher, *' Purp. 111." C. xii. St. 59 : 
" So up he rofe upon his ftretched ytf/'/rj." Thus Bayardo, in Ariofto, 
fights with a monftrous bird, whofe wings are like two fails, " che pa- 
rean duo vele,** C. xxxiii. 84. T. Warton. 

• be flies at her bylive."] ^ickly, rapidly : fee vol. i. pp. 1 10, 256 ; 
voL ii. pp. 3, 131, 222, 344, &c. C. 

III. B B 
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That none of all the many once did darre 
Him to affault, nor once approach him nie ; 
But like a fort of fheepe difperfed farre 
For dread of their devouring cnemie, 
Through all the fields and vallies did before him flie. 

45. 

But when as daies faire fhinie-beame, yclowded 
With fearefuU fhadowes of deformed night, 
Wam'd man and beaft in quiet reft be fhrowded. 
Bold Radigund with found of trumpe on hight, 
Caufd all her people to furceafe from fight ; 
And gathering them unto her citties gate, 
Made them all enter in before her fight ; 
And all the wounded, and the weake in ftate. 

To be convayed in, ere (he would once retrate, 

46. 

When thus the field was voided all away. 
And all things quieted, the Elfin Knight, 
Weary of toile and travell of that day, 
Caufd his pavilion to be richly pight 
Before the city gate, in open fight ; 
Where he him felfe did reft in (afety * 
Together with Sir Terpin all that night : 
But Talus ufde, in times of jeopardy. 

To keepe a nightly watch for dread of treachery. 

47- 
But Radigund, full of heart-gnawing griefe 

For the rebuke which ftie fuftain'd that day. 

Could take no reft, ne would receive reliefe ; 

But tofled in her troublous minde what way 

She mote revenge that blot which on her lay. 

* did reft in f afety :\ Todd here printed " ^kty^* f afety, to ihow 
that it was to be pronounced as three fy llablcs ; juft as if it were more 
neceflary fo to mark it here than eliewhere^ where he has omitted fo to 
note it. The fa6l is that the reader's ear (if he have any for the 
meafure of the verfc) can need no fuch prompting. C. 
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There fhe refolv'd her felfe in fingle fight 
To try her Fortune, and his force aflay. 
Rather than fee her people fpoiled quight. 

As fhe had feene that day, a difaventerous fight." 

48. 

She called forth to her a trufty mayd. 

Whom fhe thought fitteft for that bufinefle ; 
Her name was Clarin, and thus to her fayd : 
" Goe, damzell, quickly, doe thy felfe addrefle 
To doe the meffage which I fhall exprefle. 
Goe thou unto that flranger Faery Knight, 
Who yeefler day drove us to fuch diflreffe : 
Tell, that to morrow I with him wil fight. 

And try in equall field whether hath greater might, 

49. 

" But thefe conditions doe to him propound : 
That if I vanquifhe him, he fhall obay 
My law, and ever to my lore be bound ; 
And fo will I, if me he vanquifh may. 
What ever he fhall like to doe or fay. 
Goe flreight, and take with thee to witneffe it 
Sixe of thy fellowes of the befl array, 
And beare with you both wine and juncates fit. 

And bid him eate : henceforth he oft fhall hungry fit." 

50. 
The Damzell flreight obayd, and putting all 
In readinefTe, forth to the Town-gate went ; 
Where founding loud a Trumpet from the wall. 
Unto thofe warlike Knights fhe warning fent. 
Then Talus forth ifluing from the tent 
Unto the wall his way did feareleffe take. 
To weeten what that trumpets founding ment : 



" a difaventeroui figbt,"] So, probably, Spenfer, and fo the 410* 
1 596 ; but Todd thought fit to print difadventerous, C. 
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Where that fame Damzell lowdly him beipake. 
And fhew'd that with his Lord fhe would emparlaunce 
make. 

So he them ftreight conduded to his Lord ; 

Who, as he could, them goodly well did greete. 
Till they had told their meffage word by word : 
Which he accepting well, as he could weete. 
Them fairely entertaynd with curt'fies meete. 
And gave them gifts and things of deare delight. 
So backe againe they homeward tum'd their feete ; 
But Artegall him felfe to reft did dight. 

That he mote freiher be againft the next dales fight. 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 





CANTO V. 

Artegall fights with Radigundy 

And isfuhdew^d by guile : 
He is by her emprifonedy 

But wrought by Clarins wile. 

I. 
^O foone as day forth dawning from the Eaft 
Nights humid curtaine from the heavens 

withdrew. 
And earely calling forth both man and 
beaft 

Comaimded them their daily workes renew, 
Thefe noble warriors, mindefuU to purfew 
The laft daies purpofe of their vowed fight. 
Them felves thereto preparde in order dew ; 
The Knight, as beft was feeming for a Knight, 
And th' Amazon, as beft it likt her felfe to dight. 

2. 

All in a Camis light* of purple filke 

Woven uppon with filver, fubtly wrought. 
And quilted uppon fattin white as milke ; 

* All in a Camis lights &c.] He calls this drefs a " Camus," F. Q^ 
ii. iii. 26 [vol. ii. p. 134]. Mr. Upton obfervcs that the Ital. Camice 
is a dreis of white lawn or line linen, which the priefts wear at mafs ; 
and that Spenfer ufes the word for a flight tranfparent drefs in general. 
Todd. It was not neceilarily flight and tranfparent. C. 
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Trayled with ribbands diverfly diftraught, 
Like as the workeman had their courfes taught ; 
Which was fhort tucked for light motion 
Up to her ham ; but, when (he lift, it raught 
Downe to her loweft heele ; and thereuppon 
She wore for her defence a mayled habergeon. 

3- 
And on her legs fhe painted bufkins wore, 

Bafted with bends of gold on every fide. 

And mailes betweene, and laced clofe afore ; 

Uppon her thigh her Cemitare was tide 

With an embrodered belt of mickell pride ; 

And on her fhoulder hung her fhield, bedeckt 

Uppon the bofle with ftones that fhined wide. 

As the faire Moone in her moft full afped. 

That to the Moone it mote be like in each refpeft. 

4- 

So forth fhe came out of the citty gate 
With ftately port and proud magnificence. 
Guarded with many Damzels that did waite 
Uppon her perfon for her fure defence. 
Playing on fhaumes and trumpets, that from hence 
Their (bund did reach unto the heavens hight : 
So forth into the field fhe marched thence. 
Where was a rich Pavilion ready pight 

Her to receive, till time they fhould begin the fight. 

5- 
Then forth came Artegall out of his tent, 

All arm'd to point, and firft the Lifts did enter : 

Soone after eke came fhe, with fell intent** 

And countenaunce fierce, as having fully bent her 

That battells utmoft triall to adventer. 

^ Soone after eke came Jbe^ with fellintent.'] Todd, or his printer, 
here again ipwtfull for ** fell" — how much to the injury of the poet we 
need not fay. In this error he has had no followers. C. 
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The Lifts were clofed faft, to barre the rout 
From rudely preffing on the middle center ; 
Which in great heapes them circled all about, 

Way ting how Fortune would refolve that daungerous 
dout. 

6. 

The Trumpets founded, and the field began ; 
With bitter ftrokes it both began and ended. 
She at the firft encounter on him ran 
With furious rage, as if fhe had intended 
Out of his breaft the very heart have rended : 
But he, that had like tempefts often tride. 
From that firft flaw^ him felfe right well defended. 
The more fhe rag'd, the more he did abide ; 

She hewd, fhe foynd, fhe lafht, fhe laid on every fide. 

7- 

Yet ftill her blowes he bore, and her forbore. 
Weening at laft to win advantage new ; 
Yet flill her crueltie increafed more. 
And, though powre faild, her courage did accrew : 
Which fayling, he gan fiercely her purfew. 
Like as a Smith that to his cunning feat 
The ftubbome mettall feeketh to fubdew, 
Soone as he feeles it moUifide with heat. 

With his great yron fledge doth flrongly on it beat. 

8. 

So did Sir Artegall upon her lay, 
As if fhe had an yron andvile beene. 
That flakes of fire, bright as the funny ray. 
Out of her fteely armes were flafhing feene. 
That all on fire ye would her furely weene ; 

* From that firft flaw ^ A ** flaw" is commonly a violent and fuddcn 
guft of wind : here, of courfc, it is to be taken figuratively. Shake- 
fpeare repeatedly ufes " flaw," as well as other poets, but it feems to have 
no proper connexion with "flaw" to fiay, C. 
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But with her fhield fo well her felfc fhe warded 
From the dread daunger of his weapon keene, 
That all that while her life fhe fafely garded ; 
But he that helpe from her againft her will difcarded. 

9- 

For with his trenchant blade at the next blow 
Halfe of her fhield he fhared quite away. 
That halfe her fide it felfe did naked fhow. 
And thenceforth unto daunger opened way. 
Much was fhe moved with the mightie fway 
Of that fad flroke, that halfe enrag'd fhe grew. 
And, like a greedie Beare unto her pray. 
With her fharpe Cemitare at him fhe flew. 

That glauncing downe his thigh the purple bloud forth 
drew. 

10. 

Thereat fhe gan to triumph with great boaft. 
And to upbrayd that chaunce which him misfell. 
As if the prize fhe gotten had almoft. 
With fpightfull fpeaches, fitting with her well ; 
That his great hart gan inwardly to fwell 
With indignation at her vaunting vaine. 
And at her flrooke with puifTaunce fearefuU fell : 
Yet with her fhield fhe warded it againe. 

That fhattered all to pieces round about the plaine. 

II. 

Having her thus difarmed of her fhield, 
Upon her helmet he againe her flrooke, 
That downe fhe fell upon the grafTie field 
In fencelefTe fwoune, as if her life forfooke. 
And pangs of death her fpirit overtooke. 
Whom when he faw before his foote proflrated, 
He to her lept with deadly dreadfull looke, 
And her funfhynie helmet foone unlaced. 

Thinking at once both head and helmet to have raced. 
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12. 

But, when as he difcovered had her face, 
He (aw, his fenfes ftraunge aftonifhment, 
A miracle of natures goodly grace 
In her faire vifage voide of ornament. 
But bath'd in bloud and fweat together ment ;** 
Which in the rudenefle of that evill plight 
Bewrayd the fignes of feature excellent : 
Like as the Moone, in foggie winters night. 

Doth feeme to be her felfe, though darkned be her light. 

At fight thereof his cruell minded hart 
Empierced was with pittifuU regard, 
That his fharpe fword he threw from him apart, 
Curfing his hand that had that vifage mard : 
No hand fo cruell, nor no hart fo hard. 
But ruth of beautie will it moUifie, 
By this, upftarting from her fwoime, fhe ftar'd 
A while about her with confufed eye ; 

Like one that from his dreame is waked fuddenlye, 

14. 

Soone as the knight fhe there by her did fpy 
Standing with emptie hands all weaponlefle. 
With frefh aflault upon him fhe did fly. 
And gan renew her former cruelnefTe : 
And though he ftill retyr'd, yet nathelefTe 
With huge redoubled ftrokes fhe on him layd ; 
And more increafl her outrage mercilefle. 
The more that he with meeke intreatie prayd 

Her wrathful hand from greedie vengeance to have flayd. 

Like as a Puttocke having fpyde in fight 

** bloud and fweat together ment,] Mingled. Sec the note on meint, 
F. Q^i. ii. 5 [vol. i. p. 197]. Todd. Sec alfo " The Shep. Cal/' for 
November, vol. i. p. 132. C. 
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A gentle Faulcon fitting on an hill, 

Whofe other wing, now made unmeete for flight, 

Was lately broken by fome fortune ill ; 

The foolifh Kyte, led with licentious will. 

Doth beat upon the gentle bird in vaine. 

With many idle ftoups her troubling ftill : 

Even fo did Radigund with bootlefle paine 

Annoy this noble Knight, and forely him conftraine. 

16. 

Nought could he do but fhun the dred defpight 
Of her fierce wrath, and backward ftill retyre ; 
And with his Angle (hield, well as he might, 
Beare off the burden of her raging yre : 
And evermore he gently did defyre 
To ftay her ftroks, and he himfelfe would yield ; 
Yet nould fhe hearke, ne let him once refpyre. 
Till he to her delivered had his ftiield. 

And to her mercie him fubmitted in plaine field. 

17- 
So was he overcome ; not overcome. 

But to her yeelded of his owne accord ; 

Yet was he juftly damned by the doome 

Of his owne mouth, that fpake fo warelefle word. 

To be her thrall and fervice her afiFord : 

For though that he firft viftorie obtayned. 

Yet after, by abandoning his (word. 

He wilfuU loft that he before attayned. 

No fayrer conqueft then that with goodwill is gayned. 

18. 

Tho with her fword on him fhe flatling ftrooke. 
In figne of true fubjedlion to her powre. 
And as her vaftall him to thraldome tooke : 
But Terpine, borne to' a more unhappy howre. 
As he on whom the lucklefle ftarres did lowre. 
She caufd to be attacht, and forthwith led 
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Unto the crooke/ 1* abide the baleful! ftowre 
From which he lately had through refkew fled : 

Where he full fhamefully was hanged by the hed. 

19. 

But when they thought on Talus hands to lay. 
He with his yron flaile amongft them thondred, 
That they were fayne to let him fcape away. 
Glad from his companie to be fo fondred ; 
Whofe prefence all their troups fo much encombred. 
That th' heapes of thofe which he did wound and flay, 
Befides the reft difmayd, might not be nombred : 
Yet all that while he would not once aflay 

To reflcew his owne Lord, but thought it juft t' obay. 

ao. 

Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight, 
Left to her will by his owne wilfull blame. 
And caufed him to be difarmed quight 
Of all the ornaments of knightly name. 
With which whylome he gotten had great fame : 
In ftead whereof flie made him to be dight 
In womans weedes, that is to manhood fliame. 
And put before his lap a napron white,' 

Inftead of Curiets' and bafes fit for fight. 

a I. 

So being clad flie brought him from the field. 
In which he had bene trayned many a day. 
Into a long large chamber, which was field** 

• Unto the crookeJ\ Gibbet. From the Lat. crux, as Mr. Church 
interprets it. Todd. Crutch has the fame origin, and the gallows 
reiemble it : in Canto iv. St. 22, Spenfer calls it ** the gallow tree." A 
gibbet ieems properly to mean a crofs. C. 

' Jnd put before bis lap a napron tobite.] So printed in the 4to. 
1 5969 the confonant having been carried from the article to the next 
word : thus we often find *' an awl '' printed a natoi. Sec, C. 

« Inftead of Curiets.'] Poffibly furniture of leather, Fr. cuir, to 
proteA the lower part of the body. It may be, properly, culettes. C. 

•» which toasjieid.'] Perhaps ceiid, the ** moniments of many knights" 
han^ng from the ceiling. C. 
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With moniments of many Knights decay, 
By her fubdewed in vidorious fray : 
Amongft the which fhe caufd his warlike armes 
Be hang'd on high, that mote his fhame bewray ; 
And broke his fword, for feare of further harmes. 

With which he wont to ftirre up battailous alarmes. 

22. 

There entred in he round about him faw 

Many brave knights, whofe names right well he knew, 
There bound t* obay that Amazons proud law. 
Spinning and carding all in comely rew,' 
That his bigge hart loth'd fo uncomely vew : 
But they were forft, through penurie and pyne. 
To doe thofe workes to them appointed dew ; 
For nought was given them to fup or dyne, 

But what their hands could earne by twifting linnen 
twyne. 

23. 

Amongft them all fhe placed him moft low. 
And in his hand a diftafFe to him gave. 
That he thereon fhould fpin both flax and tow ; 
A fordid office for a mind fo brave : 
So hard it is to be a womans flave. 
Yet he it tooke in his owne felfes defpight. 
And thereto did himfelfe right well behave 
Her to obay, fith he his faith had plight 

Her vafTall to become, if fhe him wonne in fight. 

24. 

Who had him feene imagine mote thereby 
That whylome hath of Hercules bene told. 
How for lolas fake*' he did apply 

* all in comely reto,'] ** Rew " is row y and, as Todd contends in his 
Didionary, the true, as well as the moft ancient form of the word. It 
is not in thb form in Richardfon. The A. S. is rctwa. C. 

^ Hoto for lolas fake,] It was not loU, but Ompba/e, a queen of 
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His mighde hands the diftafFe vile to hold 
For his huge club, which had fubdew'd of old 
So many monfters which the world annoyed. 
His Lyons fkin chaungd to a pall of gold. 
In which, forgetting warres, he onely joyed 

In combats of fweet love, and with his miftrefle toyed. 

25. 

Such is the crueltie of womenkynd. 

When they have fhaken off the fhamefaft band. 
With which wife Nature did them ftrongly bynd 
T' obay the heafts of mans well ruling hand. 
That then all rule and reafon they withftand 
To purchafe a licentious libertie : 
But vertuous women wifely underftand. 
That they were borne to bafe humilitie,* 

Unlefle the heavens them lift to lawful! foveraintie. 

26. 

Thus there long while continu'd Artegall, 
Serving proud Radigund with true fubjedion. 
How ever it his noble heart did gall 
T' obay a womans tyrannous direftion. 
That might have had of life or death eledtion : 
But, having chofen, now he might not chaunge. 
During which time the warlike Amazon, 
Whofe wandring fancie after luft did raunge, 

Gan caft a fecret liking to this captive ftraunge. 

Lydia, with whom he changed his lion's fkin and club for the fpindle 
and diftaff. Sidney, in his " Arcadia," alfo has loU for Ompbale. Upton. 
Spenfer very likely had it from thence. C. 

* That tbey toere borne to bafe bumilitie.'] Drayton, in his copy of 
the folio 161 1, here offers an emendation, which in fome refpefls may 
appear happy, viz : — 

" That they were borne to grace humilitie;" 
as if the poet's meaning were that women were born to give grace to 
humility. Spenfer's word may have been mifheard — ** bale " for grace; 
but his meaning is very perfpicuous as the text (lands, and it ought not 
to be difturbcd. C. 
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Which long concealing in her covert breft. 
She chaw'd the cud of lover's careful! plight ; 
Yet could it not fo thoroughly digeft. 
Being faft fixed in her wounded fpright. 
But it tormented her both day and night*: 
Yet would fhe not thereto yeeld free accord 
To ferve the lowly vaflall of her might. 
And of her fervant make her foverayne Lord : 

So great her pride that fhe fuch bafenefle much abhord. 

28. 

So much the greater ftill her anguifli grew. 

Through ftubbome handling of her love-ficke hart ; 
And ftill the more fhe ftrove it to fubdew, 
The more fhe ftill augmented her owne fmart. 
And wyder made the wound of th' hidden dart. 
At laft, when long fhe flruggled had in vaine. 
She gan to ftoupe, and her proud mind convert 
To meeke obeyfance of loves mightie raine. 

And him entreat for grace that had procured her paine. 

29. 

Unto her felfe in fecret fhe did call 

Her neareft handmayd, whom fhe moft did truft. 
And to her faid : " Clarinda, whom of all 
' I truft alive, fith I thee foftred firft. 
Now is the time that I untimely muft 
Thereof make tryall in my greateft need. 
It is fo hapned that the heavens unjuft, 
Spighting my happie freedome, have agreed 

To thrall my loofer life, or my laft bale to breed." 

30. 
With that fhe turn'd her head, as halfe abafhed. 
To hide the blufh which in her vifage rofe 
And through her eyes like fudden lightning flafhed. 
Decking her cheeke with a vermilion rofe ; 
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But foone flie did her countenance compofe, 
And to her turning thus began againe : 
" This griefes deepe wound I would to thee difclofe, 
Thereto compelled through hart-murdring paine ; 
But dread of fhame my doubtfull lips doth ftill reftraine/' 

" Ah ! my deare dread," (faid then the faithfuU Mayd)" 
" Can dread of ought your dreadlefle hart withhold. 
That many hath with dread of death difmayd. 
And dare even deathes moft dreadfuU face behold ? 
Say on, my foverayne Ladie, and be bold : 
Doth not your handmayds life at your foot lie ?" 
Therewith much comforted fhe gan unfold 
The- caufe of her conceived maladie. 

As one that would confefle, yet faine would it denie. 

" Clarin," (fayd fhe) " thou feeft yond Fayry Knight, 
Whom not my valour, but his owne brave mind 
Subjeded hath to my unequall might. 
What right is it, that he fhould thraldome find 
For lending life to me, a wretch unkind. 
That for fuch good him recompence with ill ? 
Therefore I caft how I may him unbind. 
And by his freedome get his free goodwill ; 

Yet fo, as bound to me he may continue ftill. 

33* 
'^ Bound unto me but not with fuch hard bands 

Of ftrong compulfion and ftreight violence. 

As now in miferable ftate he ftands ; 

But with fweet love and fure benevolence, 

Voide of malitious mind or foule offence : 



"» /aid then the faitbfull Mayd,] So every old edition ; but Todd 
primed ffare/u// for *' faithfull," and miflcd all who irufted to his accu- 
racy. Prof. Child, in his impreflion> Boilon^ 18569 gives the true and 
undifputed reading. C. 
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To which if thou canft win him any way 
Without difcoverie of my thoughts pretence. 
Both goodly meede of him it purchafe may. 
And eke with gratefull fcrvice me right well apay. 

34- 

" Which that thou mayft the better bring to pas, 
Loe ! here this ring, which fhall thy warrant bee. 
And token true to old Eumenias, 
From time to time, when thou it beft fhalt fee. 
That in and out thou mayft have paflage free. 
Goe now, Clarinda ; well thy wits advife. 
And all thy forces gather unto thee. 
Armies of lovely lookes, and fpeeches wife. 

With which thou canft even Jove himfelfe to love entife." 

. 35- 
The truftie Mayd, conceiving her intent. 

Did with fure promife of her good endevour 

Give her great comfort and fome harts content. 

So, from her parting, fhe thenceforth did labour 

By all the meanes fhe might to curry favour 

With th' Elfin Knight, her Ladies beft beloved : 

With daily fliew of courteous kind behaviour. 

Even at the markewhite of his hart fhe roved,' 

And with wide glauncing words one day fhe thus him 

proved. 

" Unhappie Knight ! upon whofe hopelefle flate 
Fortune, envying good, hath feUy frowned. 
And cruell heavens have heapt an heavy fate ; 
I rew that thus thy better dayes are drowned 

° Even at the markewhite of bis heart Jhe roved,"] That is, (he (hot 
with a roving arrow at the white mark {alba meta) of his heart. Ro^ 
vers are a fpecies of arrows mentioned by Afcham in his •* Toxophilus." 
See alfo F. Q^iii. i. 56; iii. ix. 28, &c. Upton. Upton's firft refe- 
rence is a miftaice, which we are unable to iet right : his fecond reference 
may be found in this vol. p. 1 1 . C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 5. THE FAERIE ^EENE. 385 

In fad defpdre, and all thy fcnfes fwowned 
In ftupid forow, fith thy jufter merit 
Might elfe have with felicitie bene crowned : 
Looke up at laft, and wake thy dulled fpirit 
To thinke how this long death thou mighteft dif- 
inherit." 

37- 

Much did he marvell at her uncouth fpeach, 
Whofe hidden drift he could not well perceive ; 
And gan to doubt leaft ftie him fought t' appeach 
Of treafon, or fome guilefull traine did weave. 
Through which fhe might his wretched life bereave. 
Both which to barre he with this anfwere met her : 
** Faire Damzell, that with ruth (as I perceave) 
Of my mifhaps art mov'd to wifh me better. 

For fuch your kind regard I can but reft your detter. 

38- 

** Yet, weet ye well, that to a courage great 
It is no leflc befeeming well to beare 
The ftorme of fortunes frowne or heavens threat. 
Then in the funfliine of her countenance cleare 
Timely to joy and carrie comely cheare : 
For though this cloud have now me overcaft. 
Yet doe I not of better times defpeyre ; 
And though unlike they fhould for ever laft. 

Yet in my truthes aflurance I reft fixed faft." 

39- 
** But what fo ftonie minde," (fhe then replydc) 

" But if in his owne powre occafion lay. 

Would to his hope a windowe open wyde. 

And to his fortunes helpe make readie way ?'* 

" Unworthy fure" (quoth he) " of better day. 

That will not take the offer of good hope. 

And eke purfew, if he attaine it may." 

Which fpeaches fhe applying to the fcopc 

III. c c 
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Of her intent, this further purpofe to him fhopc.* 

40. 

" Then why doeft not, thou ill advized man, 
Make meanes to win thy libertie forlorne. 
And try if thou by faire entreatie can 
Move Radigund ? who, though (he ftill have womc 
Her dayes in warre, yet (weet thou) was not borne 
Of Beares and Tygres, nor fo falvage mynded 
As that, albe all love of men fhe fcome. 
She yet forgets that (he of men was kynded : 

And footh oft feene, that proudeft harts bafe love hath 
blynded." 

41. 

" Certes, Clarinda, not of cancred will," 
(Sayd he) " nor obftinate difdainefuU mind, 
I have forbore this duetie to fulfill ; 
For well I may this weene by that I fynd. 
That (he a Queene, and come of Princely kyndy 
Both worthie is for to be (ewd unto, 
Chiefely by him whofe life her law doth bynd. 
And eke of powre her owne doome to undo. 

And air of princely grace to be inclyn'd thereto. 

42. 

" But want of meanes hath bene mine onely let 
From feeking favour where it doth abound ; 
Which if I might by your good office get, 
I to your (elfe (hould reft for ever bound. 
And readie to deferve what grace I found." 
She feeling him thus bite upon the bayt. 
Yet doubting leaft his hold was but unfound 
And not well fattened, would not ftrike him ftrayt. 

But drew him on with hope fit leafure to awayt. 



® this further purpofe to bimjbope,'] That is, farther framed \Jbaped\ 
her difcourfe thus. Church. 
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43- 
But, foolifh Mayd! whyles hcedlefle of the hooke 

She thus oft times was beating off and on. 

Through flipperie footing fell into the brooke. 

And there was caught to her confufion : 

For feeking thus to falve the Amazon, 

She wounded was with her deceipts owne dart, 

And gan thenceforth to caft afFedtion, 

Conceived clofe in her beguiled hart. 
To Artegall, through pittie of his caufelefle fmart. 

44. 
Yet durft fhe not difclofe her fancies wound, 

Ne to himfelfe, for doubt of being fdayned, 

Ne yet to any other wight on ground. 

For feare her miftrefle fhold have knowledge gayned ; 

But to her felfe it fecretly retayned 

Within the clofet of her covert breft : 

The more thereby her tender hart was payned ; 

Yet to awayt fit time fhe weened beft. 
And fairely did diflemble her fad thoughts unreft. 

45- 
One day her Ladie, calling her apart, 

Gan to demaund of her fome tydings good. 

Touching her loves fuccefle, her lingring fmart. 

Therewith fhe gan at firfl to change her mood. 

As one adaw'd,^ and halfe confufed flood ; 

But quickly fhe it overpafl, fo fbone 

As fhe her face had wypt to frefh her blood : 

Tho gan fhe tell her all that fhe had donne. 

And all the wayes fhe fought his love for to have wonnc : 

46. 

But fayd that he was obflinate and flerne, 

P Js one adato^d,"] Daunted, as in " Shcp. Cal." for February, vol. 
i. p. 27. We (hall find the poet (among other places) ufing the word 
hi/ubdue in Canto iz. St. 35 of this Book. C. 
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Scorning her offers and conditions vaine ; 
Ne would be taught with any termes to lemc 
So fond a leilbn as to love againe : 
Die rather would he in penurious psune. 
And his abridged dayes in dolour waft, 
Then his foes love or liking entertaine. 
His refolution was, both firft and laft. 
His bodie was her thrall, his hart was freely plaft. 

47- 
Which when the cruell Amazon perceived. 

She gan to ftorme, and rage, and rend her gall. 

For very fell defpight which fhe conceived. 

To be fo fcorned of a bafe borne thrall, 

Whofe life did lie in her leaft eye-lids fall ; 

Of which fhe vow'd, with many a curfed threat. 

That fhe therefore would him ere long forftall. 

Nathlefle, when calmed was her furious heat. 

She chang'd that threatfuU mood, and mildly gan entreat. 

48. 

" What now is left, Clarinda ? what rcmaines. 
That we may compafle this our enterprize ? 
Great fhame to lofe fo long employed paines. 
And greater fhame t* abide fo great mifprize. 
With which he dares our offers thus defpize : 
Yet that his guilt the greater may appeare. 
And more my gratious mercie by this wize, 
I will a while with his firft folly beare. 

Till thou have tride againe, and tempted him more nearc 

49. 

" Say and do all that may thereto prevaile ; 

Leave nought unpromift that may him perfwade. 
Life, freedome, grace, and gifts of great availe. 
With which the Gods themfelves are mylder made :^ 

*» fFM wbicb the Gods themfelves are mylder made,] Euripides, 
•• Mcdca:"— 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C 5. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 389 

Thereto addc art, even womens witty trade. 
The art of mightie words that men can charme;' 
With which in cafe thou canft him not invade. 
Let him feele hardnefle of thy heavie arme : 

Who will not ftoupe with good fhall be made ftoupc with 
harme. 

SO' ^ 

'* Some of his diet doe from him withdraw, 
For I him find to be too proudly fed : 
Give him more labour, and with ftreighter law. 
That he with worke may be forwearied : 
Let him lodge hard, and lie in ftrawen bed. 
That may pull downe the courage of his pride ; 
And lay upon him, for his greater dread. 
Cold yron chaincs with which let him be tide ; 

And let what ever he defires be him denide. 

'* When thou haft all this docn, then bring me ncwcs 
Of his demeane : thenceforth not like a lover. 
But like a rebell ftout, I will him ufe ; 
For I refolve this fiege not to give over. 
Till I the conqueft of my will recover." 
So fhe departed full of griefe and fdaine,' 

■■ The art of mighiie words that men can charm e!\ Such is the text 
in all the early impreffions ; but Drayton, in the margin of his folio 
161 19 informs us that '' mightie" ought to be toitching. Recolleding 
that m and to were not unfrequently confounded by old printers, and 
that the termination of ** mighty," if written with y, could eaiily be 
miftaken, we think the change plauiible, though by no means ntctSsay : 
as a matter of taile, we might prefer, 

** even womens witty trade, 
** The art o^ witching words ;" 
but we are by no means warranted in rejefiing what Spenfer perhaps 
wrote, for what Drayton, for aught we know, may have confidered 
an improvement. The epithet ** mighty" very properly belongs to 
•* words" employed for the purpofe of enchantment, or, as our anceftors 
termed it, charming, C. 

• full of griefe and fdaine,'\ i.e. full of grief and difdain: in St. 
44 we have had the verb " idayned." Milton, as Church obferves, 
alfo uies it in P. L. B. iv. 49 : " Ifdeind fubjeaion." C. 
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Which inly did to great impatience move her : 
But the falfe mayden fhortly tum'd againe 
Unto the prifon, where her hart did thrall remainc. 

There all her fubtill nets fhe did unfold, 

And all the engins of her wit difplay ; 

In which fhe meant him warelefle to enfold. 

And of his innocence to make her pray. 

So cunningly fhe wrought her crafts afTay, 

That both her Ladie, and her felfe withaU, 

And eke the knight attonce fhe did betray ; 

But mofl the knight, whom fhe with guilefull call 
Did cafl for to allure into her trap to fall. 

53. 
As a bad Nurfe, which, fayning to receive 

In her owne mouth the food ment for her chyld, 

Withholdes it to her felfe, and doeth deceive 

The infant, fo for want of nourture fpoyld ; 

Even fo Clarinda her owne Dame beguyld. 

And turn'd the trufl which was in her afiyde. 

To feeding of her private fire, which boy Id 

Her inward brefl, and in her cntrayles fryde. 

The more that fhe it fought to cover and to hyde. 

For comming to this knight fhe purpofe fayned. 
How earnefl fuit fhe earfl for him had made 
Unto her Queene, his freedome to have gayned. 
But by no meanes could her thereto perfwadc; 
But that in flead thereof fhe fbemely bade 
His miferie to be augmented more. 
And many yron bands on him to lade : 
All which nathlefTe fhe for his love forbore ; 

So praying him f accept her fervice evermore. 

55- 
And, more then that, fhe promifl that fhe would^ 
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In cafe flie might finde favour in his eye, 
Devize how to enlarge him out of hould. 
The Fayrie, glad to gaine his libertie. 
Can yeeld great thankes for fuch her curtefie ; 
And with faire words, fit for the time and place. 
To feede the humour of her maladie, 
Promift, if fhe would free him from that cafe. 
He wold, by all good means he might, deferve fuch grace. 

So daily he faire femblant did her (hew. 

Yet never meant he in his noble mind 

To his owne abfent love to be untrew : 

Ne ever did deceiptfull Clarin find 

In her falfe hart his bondage to unbind. 

But rather how fhe mote him fafter tye. 

Therefore unto her miftreflfe moft unkind 

She daily told her love he did defye ; 
And him fhe told, her Dame his freedome did denye. 

,57- 
Yet thus much friendfhip fhe to him did fhow. 

That his fcarfe diet fomewhat was amended. 

And his worke lefTened, that his love mote grow : 

Yet to her Dame him flill fhe difcommended. 

That fhe with him mote be the more offended. 

Thus he long while in thraldome there remayned. 

Of both beloved well, but litle frended ; 

Untill his owne true love his freedome gayned : 

Which in an other Canto will be befl contayned. 
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CANTO VI. 



Talus brings nerves to Britomart 

of Artegals mijbap : 
She goes to feeke him i Dokn nuetes^ 

ivbofeekes her to entrap. 



I. 
f^OME men, I wote, will decme in Art^all 
Great wcakneflc, and report of him 

much ill, 
For yeelding fo himfelfe a wretched 
thrall 

To th' infolent commaund of womens will ; 
That all his former praife doth fowly fpiU : 
But he the man, that fay or doe fo dare. 
Be well adviz'd that he ftand ftedfaft ftill ; 
For never yet was wight fo well aware. 
But he, at firft or laft, was trapt in womens fnarc. 

. 2. 

Yet in the ftreightneffe of that captive ftate 
This gentle knight himfelfe fo well behaved. 
That notwithftanding all the fubtill bait 
With which thofe Amazons his love ftill craved. 
To his owne love his loialtie he faved : 
Whofe charafter in th' Adamantine mould 
Of his true hart fo firmely was engraved. 
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That no new loves impreffion ever could 
Bereave it thence : fuch blot his honour blemifti fhould. 

3- 
Yet his owne love, the noble Britomart, 

Scarfe fo conceived in her jealous thought. 

What time fad tydings of his balefuU fmart 

In womans bondage Talus to her brought ; 

Brought in untimely houre, ere it was fought : 

For after that the utmoft date affynde 

For his returne fhe waited had for nought. 

She gan to caft in her mifdoubtfull mynde 

A thoufand feares, that love-ficke fancies faine to fynde* 

4- 

Sometime fhe feared leaft fome hard mifhap 
Had him misfalne in his adventurous queft ; 
Sometime leaft his falfe foe did him entrap 
In traytrous traine, or had unwares oppreft ; 
But moft fhe did her troubled mynd moleft. 
And fecretly afflift with jealous feare, 
Leaft fome new love had him from her pofleft : 
Yet loth fhe was, fince fhe no ill did heare. 

To thinke of him fo ill ; yet could fhe not forbeare, 

5- 
One while fhe blam'd her felfe ; another whyle 

She him condemned as trufUefTe and untrew ; 

And then, her griefe with crrour to beguyle. 

She fayn'd to count the time againe anew. 

As if before fhe had not counted trew : 

For houres, but dayes;* for weekes that pafTed were, 



* Fcr Jbouresy but dajes^ &c.] So all the editions. The words, in 
thb and the following line, are plainly tranfpofed, by the mifUke of 
the printer. The fenfe requires that we fhould read — 

** For dayes bat boures ; for monetbs that pafTed were, 
** She told but weekes^ to make them feeme more few ;" 
fee a like tranfpofition, F. Q^vi. ii. 3. Church. Drayton made no 
note or mark in his folio 161 1, to fignify doubt or error; ftill Church's 
propofal feems, in fome refpedls, warranted. C. 
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She told but moneths, to make them feeme more few; 
Yet when (he reckned them, ftiU drawing ncare. 

Each hour did feeme a moneth, and every moneth a 
yeare. 

6. 

But when as yet fhe faw him not retume. 

She thought to fend fome one to feeke him out ; 
But none fhe found fo fit to ferve that turne. 
As her owne felfe, to eafe her felfe of dout. 
Now fhe deviz'd, amongfl the warlike rout 
Of errant Knights, to feeke her errant Knight ; 
And then againe refblv'd to hunt him out 
Amongfl loofe Ladies lapped in delight : 

And then both Knights envide, and Ladies eke did 
fpight. 

7- 
One day when ^ fhe long had fought for eafe 

In every place, and every place thought befl. 

Yet found no place that could her liking pleafe. 

She to a window came that opened Wefl,** 

Towards which coaft her love his way addrefl : 

There looking forth, fhee in her heart did find 

Many vaine fancies working her unrefl ; 

And fent her winged thoughts, morp fwift then wind. 

To beare unto her love the mefTage of her mind. 

8. 

There as fhe looked long, at lafl fhe fpide 
One comming towards her with hafty fpeede. 
Well weend fhe then, ere him fhe plaine defcride. 
That it was one fent from her love indeede ; 
Who when he nigh approacht, fhee mote arede 
That it was Talus, Artegall his groome : 
Whereat her heart was fild with hope and drede ; 

*> that opened Weft,'] Ireland lies to the weft of England. See the note 
to the Argument of the firft Canto of this Book. Church. 
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Ne would fhe ftay till he in place could come. 
But ran to meete him forth to know his tidings fomme. 

?• 
Even in the dore him meeting, fhe begun : 

'* And where is he thy Lord, and how far hence ? 

Declare at once : and hath he loft or wun ?" 

The yron man, albe he wanted fence 

And forrowes feeling, yet, with confcience 

Of his ill newes, did inly chill and qualce. 

And ftood ftill mute, as one in great fufpence ; 

As if that by his filence he would make 

Her rather reade his meaning then him felfe it fpake. 

10. 

Till fhe againe thus fayd : " Talus, be bold. 
And tell what ever it be, good or bad. 
That from thy tongue thy hearts intent doth hold." 
To whom he thus at length : " The tidings fad. 
That I would hide, will needs, I fee, be rad. 
My Lord your love by hard mifhap doth lie 
In wretched bondage, wofuUy beflad." 
" Ay me," (quoth fhe) '' what wicked deftinie ! 

And is he vanquifht by his tyrant enemy ?" 

II. 

'* Not by that Tyrant, his intended foe. 
But by a TyrannefTe," (he then replide) 
" That him captived hath in haplefTe woe." 
" Ceafe, thou bad newes-man ! badly doeft thou hide 
Thy maifters fhame, in harlots bondage tide : 
The reft my felfe too readily can fpell." 
With that in rage fhe turn'd from him afide. 
Forcing in vaine the reft to her to tell ; 

And to her chamber went like folitary cell. 

12. 

There fhe began to make her monefuU plaint 
Againft her Knight for being fo untrew ; 
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And him to touch with falfhoods fowle attaint. 
That all his other honour overthrew. 
Oft did flic blame her felfe, and often rcw. 
For yeclding to a ftraungers love fo light, 
Whofe life and manners ftraunge (he never knew ; 
And evermore flie did him fharpely twight*^ 
For breach of faith to her, which he had firmely plight. 

And then flie in her wrathfull xwill did caft 
How to revenge that blot of honour blent, 
To fight with him, and goodly die her laft : 
And then againe (he did her felfe torment, 
Infii(5ling on her felfe his punifhment. 
A while fhe walkt, and chauft ; a while (he threw 
Her felfe uppon her bed, and did lament : 
Yet did fhe not lament with loude alew,** 

As women wont, but with deepe fighcs and fingulfe few.* 

14. 

Like as a wayward childe, whofe founder fleepe 
Is broken with fome fearefuU dreames affright. 
With froward will doth fet him felfe to weepe, 
Ne can be flild for all his nurfes might, 
But kicks, and fquals, and fhriekes for fell defpight ; 
Now fcratching her, and her loofe locks mifufing. 
Now feeking darknefTe, and now feeking light. 



« ^e did bimjharpely twigbt,'] In vol. i. p. 6i, and vol. ii. p. 309, 
the word occurs under the more ancient form of " witen" and ** wire;*' 
and in a note it is faid that the modern mode of printing it is itoiti and 
twit. Here we find Spenfer uiing that form, though, for the fake of 
rhyming to the eye as well as to the car, he alters it to "twight:** 
the meaning is the fame, or nearly the fame, in all cafes, viz. to hiame 
or reproach. The modern alteration twite fccms an abridgment of the 
infinitive mood, by which *' to wite" became twite. C. 

<* with loude a/ew,] How/ing, lamentation. Gr, dXaXYf. Virgil, 
** fiemineo ululatu." Upton. 

* andfingulfsfew.'\ Regarding ** (ingulfs" ^oijingults, i. c.fihs^ fee 
this vol. p. 46. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 6. THE FAERIE ^EENE. 397 

Then craving flicke, and then the fucke refufing : 
Such was this Ladies fit in her loves fond accufing. 

But when (he had with fuch unquiet fits 
Her felfe there clofe afflifted long in vaine. 
Yet found no eafement in her troubled wits. 
She unto Talus forth returned againe. 
By change of place feeking to eafe her paine ; 
And gan enquire of him with mylder mood 
The certaine caufe of Artegals detaine, 
And what he did, and in what ilate he flood. 

And whether he did woo, or whether he were woo'd ? 

16. 

*' Ah wellaway !" (fayd then the yron man) 
" That he is not the while in date to woo ; 
But lies in wretched thraldome, weake and wan, 
Not by ftrong hand compelled thereunto, 
But his owne doome, that none can now undoo." 
" Sayd I not then" (quoth ftiee), " erwhile aright, 
That this is thing ^ compafte betwixt you two. 
Me to deceive of faith unto me plight. 

Since that he was not forft, nor overcome in fight ?" 

With that he gan at large to her dilate 
The whole difcourfe of his captivance fad. 
In fort as ye have heard the fame of late : 
All which when fhe with hard enduraunce had 
Heard to the end, fhe was right fore beflad. 
With fodaine flounds of wrath and grief attone ; 
Ne would abide, till fhe had aunfwere made. 
But flreight her felfe did dight, and armor don. 

And mounting to her fleede bad Talus guide her on. 

' That this is thing,'] All the editions read things. Spcnfer, no 
doubt, gave thing or Hinge: thing conipadl, a concerted thing. 
Church. In Drayton's folio 1611 the letter / is eraied. C. 
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18. 

So forth (he rode uppon her ready way. 

To feeke her Knight, as Talus her did guide. 

Sadly fhe rode, and never word did fay 

Nor good nor bad, ne ever lookt afide. 

But ftill right downe ; and in her thought did hide 

The felnefle of her heart, right fully bent 

To fierce avengement of that womans pride. 

Which had her Lord in her bafe prifon pent. 

And fo great honour with fo fowle reproch had blent* 

19. 

So as (he thus melancholicke did ride. 

Chawing the cud of griefe and inward paine,* 
She chaunft to meete, toward the even-tide, 
A Knight that foftly paced on the plaine. 
As if him felfe to folace he were faine: 
Well fhot in yeares he feem'd,** and rather bent 
To peace then needleffe trouble to conftraine. 
As well by view of that his veftiment. 

As by his modeft femblant that no evill ment. 

20. 

He comming neare gan gently her falute 

With curteous words, in the moft comely wize ; 
Who though defirous rather to reft mute. 
Then termes to entertaine of common guize. 
Yet rather then fhe kindnefTe would defpize, 
She would her felfe difpleafe ; fo him requite. 
Then gan the other further to devize 



« Cbatoing the cud of griefe and inward pain eJ] So in the preceding 
Canto, St. 27, 

"She chawd the cud of lovers careflill plight," C 

•» Well Jbot in yeares be feem*d,\ We are not aware that anybody 
has explained the origin of the cxpreffion " well fhot in years ;" but per- 
haps, as ** fhot" is a tavern reckoning, it means well calculated or num- 
bered in years, C. 
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Of things abrode, as next to hand did lights 
And many things demaund, to which (he anfwer*d light. 

21. 
For little luft had ftie to talke of ought. 

Or ought to heare that mote delightfull bee : 
Her minde was whole pofleffed of one thought, 
That gave none other place. Which when as hee 
By outward fignes (as well he might) did fee. 
He lift no lenger to ufe lothfuU (peach. 
But her befought to take it well in gree,* 
Sith fhady dampe had dimd the heavens reach,*^ 
To lodge with him that night, unles good caufe empeach. 

The Championefle, now feeing night at dore. 
Was glad to yeeld unto his good requeft. 
And with him went without gaine-faying more. 
Not farre away, but little wide by Weft, 
His dwelling was, to which he him addreft : 
Where foone arriving they received were 
In feemely wife, as them befeemed beft ; 
For he, their hoft, them goodly well did cheare. 

And talk't of pleafant things the night away to wearc. 

Thus pafling th' evening well, till time of reft. 
Then Britomart unto a bowre was brought. 
Where groomes awayted her to have undreft ; 
But flie ne would undreffed be for ought, 
Ne doffe her armes, though he her much befought : 
For (he had vow'd, ftie fayd, not to forgo 



^ to take it to ell in gree.] A colloquial expreilion for take it kindly p 
in good part— hoi to be offended : Fr.gre. Tyrwhitt traces it to gradus, 
but not by any means concluiively. We have already had the (ame word 
in a fimilar fenfe in B. i. C. v. St. i6, vol. 1. p. 251. C. 

^ bad dimd the heavens reach.'] By the *' reach " of heaven we arc 
probably to underftand the expanfe of heaven. C. 
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Thofe warlike wcedes, till (he revenge had wrought 
Of a late wrong uppon a mortall foe ; 

Which (he would fure performe, betide her wele or wo. 

24. ^ 

Which when their Hoft* perceiv'd, right difcontcnt 
In minde he grew, for feare leaft by that art 
He (hould his purpofe mifTe, which clofe he ment : 
Yet taking leave of her he did depart. 
There all that night remained Britomart, 
Reftlefle, recomfortleflc, with heart deepe grieved. 
Not fufFering the leaft twinckling fleepe to ftart 
Into her eye, which th* heart mote have relieved ; 

But if the leaft appear'd, her eyes (he ftreight reprieved." 

" Ye guilty eyes," (fayd (he) " the which with guylc 
My heart at firft betrayd, will ye betray 
My life now too, for which a little whyle 
Ye will not watch ? falfe watches, wellaway 1 
I wote when ye did watch both night and day 
Unto your lofTe ; and now needes will ye fleepe ? 
Now ye have made my heart to wake alway. 
Now will ye fleepe ? ah ! wake, and rather weepe 

To thinke of your nights want,** that (hould ye waking 
keepe." 

26. 

Thus did (he watch, and wcare the weary night 
In waylfuU plaints that none was to appeafe ; 
Now walking foft, now fitting ftill upright, 

* their Hofi.] This is the genuine reading. The folios read ** her 
hoft." But fee alfo St. 22. " He their hoft," &c. Todd. 

°* her eyes Jhe ftreight reprieved,"] Reproved ^ as mieve for move, and 
prieve for prove ^ already noticed. Todd. 

° your nights want.} So all the editions read. But Mr. Church 
ftrenuouily contends that it fhould be "your Knight*s want;*' i.e. to 
think that you want your Knight^ your Lord. However, all other edi- 
tions reft contented with the original reading, ** your nights want." 
Todd. Drayton feems to have found nothing aznlfs in the text, as it 
ftands in every early impreflion, C. 
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As fundry chaunge her feemed beft to eafe. 
Ne lefle did Talus fufFer fleepe to feaze 
His eye-lids fad, but watcht continually, 
Lying without her dore in great difeafe : 
Like to a Spaniell wayting carefully 

Leaft any fhould betray his Lady treacheroufly. 

27. 

What time the native Belman'' of the night, 
The bird that warned Peter of his fall, 
Firft rings his filver Bell t* each fleepy wight. 
That fhould their mindes up to devotion call. 
She heard a wondrous noife below the hall :^ 
All fbdainely the bed, where fhe fhould lie. 
By a falfe trap** was let adowne to fell 
Into a lower roome, and by and by 

The loft was rayfd againe, that no man could it fpie. 

28. 

With fight whereof fhe was difmayd right fore. 
Perceiving well the treafon which was ment ; 
Yet fHrred not at all for doubt of more, 
But kept her place with courage confident, 
Wayting what would enfue of that event. 
It was not long before fhe heard the found 
Of armed men comming with clofe intent 
Towards her chamber ; at which dreadfull flound 

She quickly caught her fword, and fhield about her bound. 

29. 

With that there came unto her chamber dore 



^ the native Belman,'] He means natural. See F. Q;^ iii. vii. 49 
[vol. ii. p. 481], V. xi. II, and elfewhere. Church. 

P below the ball,"] Spenfer here ufes ball for chamber ^ as in F. Q^iv. 
vi. 26 [vol. iii. p. 185]. Church. 

*» By a falfe trap^ &c.] Adventures of this kind are frequent in ro- 
mance. In like manner the Knight of the Sun, by a trap-door that funk 
under him as he was in a certain Caflle, found himfelf in a deep dungeon. 
Sec " Don Quixote," B. iii. C. L Upton. 

III. D D 
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Two Knights all armed ready for to fight ; 
And after them full many other more, 
A rafkall rout, with weapons rudely dight : 
Whome foone as Talus fpide by glims of night,' 
He ftarted up, there where on ground he lay. 
And in his hand his threftier ready keight.* 
They feeing that let drive at him ftreightway. 
And round about him preace in riotous aray. 

30. 

But, foone as he began to lay about 

With his rude yron flaile, they gan to flie. 
Both armed Knights and eke unarmed rout ; 
Yet Talus after them apace did plie. 
Where ever in the darke he could them fpie. 
That here and there like fcattred ftieepe they lay : 
Then, backe returning where his Dame did lie. 
He to her told the ftory of that fray. 

And all that treafon there intended did bewray. 

Wherewith though wondrous wroth, and inly burning 
To be avenged for fo fowle a deede. 
Yet being forft to abide the daies returning. 
She there remained ; but with right wary heede, 
Leaft any more fuch praftife fhould proceeded 
Now mote ye know (that which to Britomart 
Unknowen was) whence all this did proceede ; 
And for what caufe (b great mifchievous finart 

Was ment to her that never evill ment in hart. 

' by glims of night. "] Meaning, by fuch a glimpfc as the nighi afibrded 
him. Drayton altered ** night" to light {h^t, as appears to us, without 
fufficient neccffity) in his folio i6i i. C. 

• his tbrejher ready keight.'] H'lsjlai/ ready caught. We have had 
"quickly keight" in vol. ii. p. 373. C. 

* Leafi any more fuch praSife Jhould proceede. \ Succeede^ fays Drayton, 
in the fenfe of follow after i but we do not adopt his word, though it may 
have been that of Spenfer. We have " proceede" again below. C. 
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The goodman of this houfe was Dolon hight;" 
A man of fubtill wit and wicked minde^ 
That whilome in his youth had bene a Knight, 
And armes had borne, but little good could finde, 
And much leffe honour by that warlike kinde 
Of life : for he was nothing valorous. 
But with flie ftiiftes and wiles did underminde* 
All noble Knights, which were adventurous, 

And many brought to ftiame by treafon treacherous. 

33- 

He had three fonnes, all three like fathers fonnes. 
Like treacherous, like full of fraud and guile. 
Of all that on this earthly compafle wonnes ; 
The eldeft of the which was flaine erewhile 
By Artegall, through his owne guilty wile : 
His name was Guizor ; whofe untimely fate 
For to avenge,'' full many treafons vile 
His father Dolon had deviz'd of late 

With thefe his wicked fons, and fhewd his cankr^d hate. 

34. 
For fure he weend that this his prefent gueft 
Was Artegall, by many tokens plaine ; 
But chiefly by that yron page he gheft. 
Which ftill was wont with Artegall remaine ; 



" The goodman of this boufe was Dolon hight.\ Dolon is mentioned 
by Homer. Hedlor (ent him as a fcout by night into the Grecian camp. 
He had his name from ^oAo;, to which Spenfer alludes, '' He was nothing 
valorous, but with die fhiftes." This Dolon had three Tons — Guizor (lain 
by Arthcgal ; the other two by Britomart. Ufton. 

' and wiles did underminde.'\ The awkwardnefs, to modern ears, 
occafioned by the rhyme, might have been avoided if Spenfer had 
written ** bad underminde." All authorities read " did." C. 

7 For to avenge.} The fecond and third folios read, without authority, 
"revengp." Todd. *'Avengp" is, neverthelefs, preferved in all the 
old copies in the fourth line of St. 3$. C. 
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And therefore ment him fiirely to have flaine : 
But by Gods grace, and her good heedinefle. 
She was preferved from their traytrous trained 
Thus fhe all night wore out in watchfulnefle, 
Ne fuffred flothfuU fleepe her eyelids to opprefle. 

35- 

The morrow next, fo foone as dawning houre 
Difcovered had the light to living eye, 
She forth yflew'd out of her loathed bowre. 
With ftdl intent f avenge that villany 
On that vilde man and all his family ; 
And comming down to feeke them where they wond. 
Nor fire, nor fonnes, nor any could fhe fpie : 
Each rowme fhe fought, but them all empty fond. 

They all were fled for feare ; but whether, nether kond/ 

She faw it vaine to make there lenger flay, 

But tooke her fleede ; and thereon mounting light 
Gan her addrefle unto her former way. 
She had not rid the mountenance of a flight,** 
But that fhe faw there prefent in her fight 
Thofe two falfe brethren on that perillous Bridge, 
On which PoUente with Artegall did fight. 
Streight was the paflage, like a ploughed ridge. 

That, if two met, the one mote needs fall over the lidge.* 

■ /rom tbeir traytrous traine.] That is, from the traitorous train of 
Do/on and bisfons. The folios read " from that traytrous traine:* but 
Spcnfcr's own reading is tbeir. Todd. 

• but wbetber, netber kond.] " Whether," as Todd obfervcs, hcr« 
means tobitber : *' nether** is neitber, meaning Britomart and Talus. C. 

** tbe mountenance of a Jligbt."] We have already had " the moun- 
tenance of a mile ;'* a ''flight" means the diftance that what was called 
a flight-arrow would ^1 from the place where the bowman flood. C. 

^ one mote needs fall over tbe /idge.] Todd printed o^er for *• over" 
without remark ; but let '' over " be read in the time of a monofy liable, 
and no abbreviation is required. We reprint the word as it ftands in 
all the early editions. C. 
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37- 
There they did thinke them felves on her to wreake ; 

Who as fhe nigh unto them drew, the one 

Thefe vile reproches gan unto her fpeake : 

" Thou recreant falfe traytor, that with lone 

Of armes haft knighthood ftolne, yet Knight art none. 

No more ihall now the darkenefle of the night 

Defend thee from the vengeance of thy fone ; 

But with thy bloud thou (halt appeafe the fpright 

Of Guizor by thee flaine, and murdred by thy flight." 

Strange were the words in Britomartis eare. 
Yet ftayd fhe not for them, but forward fared. 
Till to the perillous Bridge flie came ; and there 
Talus defir'd that he might have prepared 
The way to her, and thofe two lofels feared ; 
But flie thereat was wroth, that for defpight 
The glauncing fparkles through her bever glared. 
And from her eies did flafh out fiery light. 

Like coles that through a filvcr Cenfer fparkle bright. 

She ftayd not to advife which way to take. 
But putting fpurres unto her fiery beaft, 
Thorough the midft of them flie way did make. 
The one of them, which moft her wrath increaft, 
Uppon her fpeare flie bore before her breaft. 
Till ^o the Bridges further end flie paft ; 
Where falling downe his challenge he releaft : 
The other over fide the Bridge flie caft 

Into the river, where he drunke his deadly laft. 

As when the flafliing levin** haps to light 

** Js when the flajhing levin.'\ Ufually fpclt Uven: lightning — and 
employed by fo many poets, of old and of modern times, that a note 
upon it is almoft fuperfloous. C. 
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Uppon two ftubborae oakes, which ftand fo neare 
That way betwixt them none appeares in fight ; 
The Engin, fiercely flying fiarth, doth teare 
Th' one from the earth, and through the aire doth 

beare; 
The other it with fijrce doth overthrow 
Uppon one fide, and from his rootes doth reare : 
So did the Championeile thofe two there ftrow. 
And to their fire their carcaflfes left to beftow. 
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CANTO VII. 

Britomart comes to Ifts Churchy 
Where Jhee Jhange vijions fees : 

She fights with Radigund^ her flaieSy 
And Artegall thence frees. 




BOUGHT is on earth more facred or divine. 
That Gods and men doe equally adore, 
Then this fame vertue that doth right 

define : 
For th' hevens themfelves, whence 
mortal men implore 
Right in their wrongs, are rul'd by righteous lore 
Of higheft Jove, who doth true juftice deale 
To his inferiour Gods, and evermore 
Therewith containes his heavenly Common-weale : 
The fkill whereof to Princes hearts he doth reveale. 

2. 

Well therefore did the antique world invent 
That Juftice was a God of foveraine grace. 
And altars unto him and temples lent. 
And heavenly honours in the higheft place ; 
Calling him great Ofyris, of the race 
Of th' old -Egyptian Kings that whylome were : 
With fayned colours fhading a 'true cafe ; 
For that Ofyris, whileft he lived here. 

The jufteft man alive and trueft did appeare. 
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3- 
His wife was Ifis ; whom they likewife made 

A Goddefle of great powre and foverainty, 

And in her perfon cunningly did fhade 

That part of Juftice which is Equity, 

Whereof I have to treat here prefently : 

Unto whofe temple when as Britomart 

Arrived, ftiee with great humility 

Did enter in, ne would that night depart ; 
But Talus mote not be admitted to her part. 

4- 

There fhe received was in goodly wize 
Of many Priefts, which duely did attend 
Uppon the rites and daily facrifize. 
All clad in linnen robes with filver hemd ; 
And on their heads, with long locks" comely kemd^ 
They wore rich Mitres fliaped like the Moone, 
To fliew that Ifis doth the Moone portend ; 
Like as Ofyris fignifies the Sunne : 

For that they both like race in equall juftice runne. 

5- 
The Championefle them greeting, as fhe could, 
Was thence by them into the Temple led ; 

■ Jl/ clad in linnen robes with filver bemdi 
And on tbeir beads, toitb long locks, &c.] Spcnfcr never thinks 
himfeif tied down to exa^lnefs in minute defcriptions : he has an alle- 
gory and a mythology of his own, and takes from others juft as fuits his 
(cheme. It is very well known that the Egyptian priefts wore linen 
robes, and were bald, quite contrary to what Spenier fays. See Juven. 
Sat. vi. 533. "gui gr^ linigero circumdatus, et gregc calvo/' But 
Spenfer does not carry you to Egypt ; you ftand upon allegorical and 
fairy ground. He will drefs therefore the priefts of Juftice, like the 
priefb of Him, the afTeiTors of whofe throne Juftice and Judgment are. 
See Pfalm Izxxiz. 14; xcvii. 2. In the prophet Ezekiel, though it is 
faid, "the priefts ftiall be clothed with linen garments:^* yet it is 
ordered, " they Ihall not Jbave tbeir beads,** The original command 
feems to intend that a diftindlion ftiould be kept up between the JewUh 
and Egyptian priefts, even in their drefs. See Levit. xxi. 5. Upton. 
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Whofe goodly building when fhe did behould. 
Borne uppon ftately pillours, all difpred 
With fhining gold, and arched over hed. 
She wondred at the workmans paffing fkill, 
Whofe like before fhe never faw nor red ; 
And thereuppon long while ftood gazing ftill. 

But thought that (he thereon could never gaze her fill. 

6. 

Thence forth unto the IdoU they her brought ; 
The which was framed all of filver fine. 
So well as could with cunning hand be wrought. 
And clothed all in garments made of line, 
Hemd all about with fringe of filver twine : 
Uppon her head fhe wore a Crowne of gold ; 
To fhew that fhe had powre in things divine : 
And at her feete a Crocodile was rold. 

That with her wreathed taile** her middle did enfold. 

7- 

One foote was fet uppon the Crocodile, 

And on the ground the other faft did ftand ; 
So meaning to fupprefTe both forged gxiile 
And open force : and in her other hand 
She flretched forth a long white fclender wand. 
Such was the GoddefTe ; whom when Britomart 
Had long beheld, her felfe uppon the land 
She did proftrate, and with right himible hart 

Unto her felfe her filent prayers did impart. 

8. 

To which the IdoU, as it were inclining. 
Her wand did move with amiable looke, 

^ That toitb her wreathed taile^ &c.] So all the editions. It fhould 
ht**his wreathed," &c. See Sts. 1 5, i6. Church. We leave the text 
unaltered, with the obfervation only, that "her" and his were fre- 
quently confounded by old printers, owing to the faft that ** her" was 
then often fpclt hir. C. 
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By outward fhew her inward fence defining :* 
Who well perceiving how her wand fhe fhooke. 
It as a token of good fortune tooke. 
By this the day with dampe was overcaft. 
And joyous light the houfe df Jove forfooke ; 
Which when (he faw her helmet fhe unlafte. 
And by the altars fide her felfe to flumber plafle. 

9- 
For other beds the Priefts there ufed none. 

But on their mother Earths deare lap did lie. 

And bake their fides uppon the cold hard flone, 

T' enure them felves to fufFeraunce thereby. 

And proud rebellious flefh to mortify : 

For by the vow of their religion. 

They tied were to fledfafl chaflity 

And continence of life ; that, all forgon. 

They mote the better tend to their devotion. 

10. 

Therefore they mote not tafle of flefhly food, 
Ne feed on ought the which doth bloud containe, 
Ne drinke of wine ; for wine, they fay, is blood. 
Even the bloud of Gyants, which were flaine 
By thundiing Jove in the Phlegrean plaine : 
For which the earth (as they the ftory tell) 
Wroth with the Gods, which to perpetuall paine 
Had damn'd her fonnes which gainft them did rebell. 

With inward griefe and malice did againfl them fwell : 

II. 

And of their vitall bloud, the which was fhed 
Into her pregnant bofome, forth fhe brought 
The fruitfuU vine ; whofe liquor blouddy red. 
Having the mindes of men with fury fraught, 

^ inioard fence defining,'\ Spenfcr here ufcs the word in the Latm 
ienfe, fignifftng^ from defigno, as Mr. Church has obicrved. Some 
editions read defining. Todd. No old impreffion has defining. C. 
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Mote in them ftirre up old rebellious thought 
To make new warre againft the Gods againe. 
Such is the powre of that fame fruit, that nought 
The fell contagion may thereof reftraine, 

Ne within reafons rule her madding mood containe. 

12. 

There did the warlike Maide her felfe repofe. 
Under the wings of Ms all that night ; 
And with fweete reft her heavy eyes did clofe. 
After that long daies toile and weary plight : 
Where whileft her earthly parts with ibft delight 
Of fencelefle fleepe did deeply drowned lie. 
There did appeare unto her heavenly fpright 
A wondrous vifion, which did clofe implie 

The courfe of all her fortune and pofteritie. 

13. 

Her feem'd, as fhe was doing facrifize 
To Ms, deckt with Mitre on her hed 
And linnen ftole after thofe Prieftes guize. 
All fbdainely fhe faw transfigured 
Her linnen ftole to robe** of fcarlet red. 
And Moone-like Mitre to a Crowne of gold ; 
That even fhe her felfe much wondered 
At fuch a chaunge, and joyed to behold 

Her felfe adorn'd with gems and jewels manifold. 

14. 
And in the midft of her felicity. 

An hideous tempeft feemed from below 
To rife through all the Temple fodainely. 
That from the Altar all about did blow 
The holy fire, and all the embers ftrow 
Uppon the ground ; which, kindled privily. 
Into outragious flames unwares did grow, 

** to robeJ] The fecond and third folios read " to be,** Church. 
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That all the Temple put in jeopardy 
Of flaming, and her felfe in great perplexity. 

With that the Crocodile, which fleeping lay 
Under the Idols feete in fearelefle bowre, 
Seem'd to awake in horrible difmay. 
As being troubled with that ftormy ftowre ; 
And gaping greedy wide did ftreight devoure 
Both flames and tempeft : with which growen great. 
And fwolne with pride of his owne peereleflc powre. 
He gan to threaten her likewife to eat ; 

But that the Goddefle with her rod him backe did beat. 

16. 

Tho turning all his pride to humblefTe meeke. 
Him felfe before her feete he lowly threw, 
And gan for grace and love of her to feeke ; 
Which (he accepting, he fo neare her drew 
That of his game fhe foone enwombed grew. 
And forth did bring a Lion of great might. 
That fhortly did all other beafts fubdew. 
With that fhe waked full of fearefuU fright. 

And doubtfully difmayd through that fo uncouth (ight. 

17- 
So thereuppon long while flie mufing lay. 

With thoufand thoughts feeding her fantafie, 

Untill fhe fpide the lampe of lightfome day 

Up-lifted in the porch of heaven hie : 

Then up fhe rofe fraught with melancholy. 

And forth into the lower parts did pas. 

Whereas the Priefles fhe found full bufily 

About their holy things for morrow Mas ; 

Whom fhe faluting faire, faire refaluted was : 

18. 

But by the change of her unchearefull looke. 
They might perceive fhe was not well in plight. 
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Or that fome penfivenefle to heart fhc tooke : 
Therefore thus one of them, who feem'd in fight 
To be the greateft and the graveft wight. 
To her befpake : ** Sir Knight, it feemes to me, 
That thorough evill reft of this laft night. 
Or ill apayd or much difmayd ye be ; 

That by your change of cheare is eafie for to fee." 

19. 

" Certes," (fayd fhe) " fith ye fo well have fpide 
The troublous paffion of my penfive mind, 
I will not feeke the fame from you to hide ; 
But will my cares unfolde, in hope to find 
Your aide to guide me out of errour blind." 
" Say on " (quoth he) " the fecret of your hart ; 
For by the holy vow which me doth bind, 
I am adjur'd beft counfell to impart 

To all that fhall require my comfort in their fmart." 

20. 

Then gan fhe to declare the whole difcourfe 
Of all that vifion which to her appeard. 
As well as to her minde it had recourfe. 
All which when he imto the end had heard. 
Like to a weake faint-hearted man he fared 
Through great aftonifhment of that ftrange fight ; 
And, with long locks up-flanding ftifly, ftared 
Like one adawed with fome dreadful! fpright : 

So, fild with heavenly fury, thus he her behight. 

21, 

" Magnificke Virgin, that in queint difguife* 

* in queint difguije.'\ That is, m ftrange difguife. In this fcnfe the 
word queint is ufcd in " Comus," ver. 157. Somewhat in this iignifi- 
cation it is likewife applied by the Shepherd Cuddy, in our author's 
"Oaober," ["Shep. Cal." vol. i. p. 119] : where E. K. in explaining 
** queint" has difcovered more learning than penetration. Skinner feems 
to have wrongly interpreted quaint, elegans. If it ever fignifies elegant 
or beautiful, it implies a fantaftic kind of iseauty arifing from an odd 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



414 I'HE FAERIE QUEENE. B. 5. 

Of Britifh armes doeft maike thy ro3rall blood. 

So to purfue a perillous cmprizc. 

How couldft thou weene, through that difguized hood. 

To hide thy ftate from being underftood ? 

Can from th* immortall Gods ought hidden bee ? 

They doe thy linage, and thy Lordly brood. 

They doe thy fire lamenting fore for thee. 
They doe thy love forlome in womens thraldome fee. 

22. 
" The end whereof, and all the long event. 

They do to thee in this fame dreame difcover ; 

For that fame Crocodile doth reprefent 

The righteous Knight that is thy faithfull lover. 

Like to Ofyris in all juft endever : 

For that fame Crocodile Ofyris is, 

That under Ifis feete doth'fleepe for ever ; 

To fhew that clemence oft, in things amis, 
Reftraines thofe fteme behefts and cruell doomes of his. 

" That Knight fhall all the troublous ftormes aflwage 
And raging flames, that many foes fhall reare 
To hinder thee from the juft heritage 
Of thy fires Crowne, and from thy countrey deare : 
Then flialt thou take him to thy loved fere. 
And joyn in equall portion of thy reahne ; 
And afterwards a fonne to him fhalt beare. 
That Lion-like fhall fhew his powre extreame. 

So bleffe thee God, and give thee joyance of thy dreame ! ** 



variety. Thus Milton, in " Lycidas," of flowers : " Throw hither all 
your quaint enamell'd eyes : ** and in ''Arcades ;" where it ezprefies an 
elegance refulting from afiedbtion rather than nature : '' And curl the 
grove in ringlets quaint** Where Milton copies Jonfon, in a ** Maike 
at Welbeck," 1633, ver. 15 [edit. Gifford, vol. viii. p. 126] : — 
*'When was old Sherwood's head more quexntly curldV* 

T. Wartow. 
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24. 

All which when fhe unto the end had heard. 
She much was eafed in her troublous thought. 
And on thofe Priefts bellowed rich reward ; 
And royall gifts of gold and filver wrought 
She for a prefent to their Goddefle brought. 
Then taking leave of them, fhe forward went 
To feeke her love, where he was to be fought ; 
Ne refted till fhe came without relent 

Unto the land of Amazons, as fhe was bent. 

Whereof when newes to Radigund was brought. 
Not with amaze, as women wonted bee. 
She was confufed in her troublous thought ; 
But fild with courage and with joyous glee. 
As glad to heare of armes, the which now fhe 
Had lotig furceafl, fhe bad to open bold. 
That fhe the face of her new foe might fee : 
But when they of that yron man had told. 

Which late her folke had flaine, fhe bad them forth to 
hold.' 

26. 

So there without the gate, (as feemed befl) 
She caufed her Pavilion to be pight ; 
In which ftout Britomart her felfe did refl. 
Whiles Talus watched at the dore all night. 
All night likewife they of the townc in fright 
Uppon their wall good watch and ward did keepe. 
The morrow next, fo foone as dawning light 
Bad doe away the dampe of drouzie fleepe. 

The warlike Amazon out of her bowre did peepe. 



' Jhe bad tbem forth to bold,'] That is, to march forth. Upton. 
Having jull previouily ordered them boldly to open the gates. ** She,** 
in the fecond line of the next ftanza, probably means Britomart. C. 
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27- 

And caufed ftreight a Trumpet loud to fhrill. 
To warne her foe to battell foone be preft : 
Who, long before awoke, (for fhe ful ill 
Could fleepe all night, that in unquiet breft 
Did clofely harbour fuch a jealous gueft) 
Was to the battell whilome ready dight. 
Eftfoones that warriourefle with haughty creft 
Did forth iflue all ready for the fight : 

On th' other fide her foe appeared foone in fight. 

28. 

But ere they reared hand the Amazone 
Began the ftreight conditions to propound. 
With which fhe ufed ftill to tye her fone. 
To ferve her fo as fhe the reft had bound : 
Which when the other heard, fhe fternly frownd 
For high difdaine of fuch indignity. 
And would no lenger treat, but bad them found ; 
For her no other termes fhould ever tie 

Then what prefcribed were by lawes of chevalrie. 

29. 

The Trumpets found, and they together run 
• With greedy rage, and with their faulchins fmot ; 
Ne either fought the others ftrokes to fhun. 
But through great fury both their fkill forgot. 
And prafticke ufe in armes ; ne fpared not 
Their dainty parts, which nature had created. 
So faire and tender without ftaine or fpot. 
For other ufes then they them tranflated ; 

Which they now hackt and hewd as if fuch ufe they 
hated. 

30. 
As when a Tygre and a LionefTe 

Are met at fpoyling of fome hungry pray. 
Both challenge it with equall greedineffe : 
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But firft the Tygre clawcs thereon did lay. 
And therefore, loth to loofe her right away. 
Doth in defence thereof full ftoutly ftond : 
To which the Lion ftrongly doth gainefay. 
That fhe to hunt the beaft firft tooke in hond ; 
And therefore ought it have where ever fhe it fond. 

Full fiercely layde the Amazon about. 
And dealt her blowes unmercifully fore ; 
Which Britomart withftood with courage ftout, 
And them repaide againe with double more.* 
So long they fought, that all the graflSe flore 
Was fild with bloud which from their fides did flow. 
And gufhed through their armes, that all in gore 
They trode, and on the ground their lives did ftrow. 

Like fruitles feede, of which untimely death fhould grow. 

At laft proud Radigund, with fell defpight. 
Having by chaunce efpide advantage neare. 
Let drive at her with all her dreadfull might. 
And thus upbrayding faid : *' This token beare 
Unto the man** whom thou doeft love fo deare ; 
And tell him for his fake thy life thou gaveft." 
Which fpitefuU words fhe, fore engriev'd to heare, 

« Jnd them repaide againe with double more.] I thought at firft it 
fhould be thus printed, — 

** And them repaide againe with double ftore :^* 
but I found the fame expreffion in Lydgate's " Trojan War/* B. ii. C. 19 : 

" If their enmytee 

** Was to us great and moche afore, 
** I dare feye now it is in double more^ 
Upton. *' Double ^^r^" would be a moft wanton alteration. C. 

•» Unto the man, &c.] Radigund, we are to fuppofe, difcovered in 
the heat of the conflidl that her antagonift was a woman ; for the poet 
has not elfewhere told us how the Amazon queen knew this circum- 
ftance. Todd. The hafte of the poet has not only made Radigund ac- 
quainted with the fex, but with the love of the heroine for Arte^sdL C« 

III. E B 
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Thus anfwer'd : " Lewdly thou my love depraveft. 
Who fhortly muft repent that now fo vainely braveft." 

Nath'lefle that ftroke fo cruell paflage found. 
That glauncing on her fhoulder plate it bit 
Unto the bone, and made a griefly wound. 
That fhe her fhleld, through raging fmart of it, 
Could fcarfe uphold : yet foone fhe it requit ; 
For, having force increaft through furious paine. 
She her fo rudely on the helmet fmit 
That it empierced to the very braine. 

And her proud perfon low proftrated on the plainc. 

34- 
Where being layd, the wrothfuU Britonefle 
Stayd not till fhe came to her felfe againe. 
But in revenge both of her loves diflrefTe 
And her late vile reproch though vaunted vaine. 
And alfo of her wound which fore did paine. 
She with one ftroke both head and helmet cleft. 
Which dreadfull fight when all her warlike traine 
There prefent faw, each one of fence bereft 
Fled fafl into the towne, and her fole vidor left. 

35- 
But yet fo fafl they could not home retrate. 

But that fwift Talus did the formofl win ; 

And prefling through the preace* unto the gate^ 

Pelmell with them attonce did enter in. 

There then a piteous flaughter did begin ; 

For all that ever came within his reach 

He with his yron flale did threfh fo thin, 

* And frejjing through thefreace,'\ ** Preace " is properly prefs / and 
here it means the crowd ilruggling to enter at the gate. The word has 
already occurred in the fame fenfe in B. iv. C. iv. St. 34; vol. Hi. p. 1 5 3, — 
" Into the thickeft of that knighdy preaffe 
He thruft." 
See likewiie vol. ii. p. 73 for the fame word. C. 
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That he no worke at all left for the leach : 
Like to an hideous ftorme, which nothing may empeach.'' 

36. 

And now by this the noble Conquerefle 
Her felfe came in, her glory to partake ; 
Where, though revengeful! vow fhe did profefle. 
Yet when fhe faw the heapes which he did make 
Of flaughtred carkafles, her heart did quake 
For very ruth, which did it almoft rive. 
That fhe his fury willed him to flake : 
For elfe he fure had left not one alive ; 

But all, in his revenge, of fpirite would deprive. 

37; 
Tho when fhe had his execution flayd. 

She for that yron prifon did enquire. 

In which her wretched love was captive layd : 

Which breaking open with indignant ire. 

She entred into all the partes entire : * 

Where when fhe faw that lothly uncouth fight 

Of men difguiz'd in womanifhe attire. 

Her heart gan grudge for very deepe defpight 

Of fo unmanly mafke in mifery mifdight. 

38. 

At lafl when as to her owne Love fhe came. 
Whom like difguize no lefTe deformed had. 
At fight thereof abafht with fecrete fhame 
She turnd her head afide, as nothing glad 
To have beheld a fpeftacle fo bad ;" 

^ which nothing may empeach,] Hinder. Sec the note on ** cmpcach," 
F. Q^i. viii, 34. Todd. Vol. i. p. 313 : here it more properly means 
with ft and or refift, C. 

* the partes entire,"] Lat. partes interiores^ the inner parts of the 
prifon. Church. We have before frequently had the fame word in the 
fame fenfe, though Spenfer alfo ufes it for whole, C. 

°* fo bad."] Spenfcr's own edition thus reads ; but all the reft, *' fb 
fad.** The poet perhaps chofe the adjeflive bad^ in order more ftrongly 
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And then too well believ'd that, which toforc 
Jealous fufpeA as true untruely drad : 
Which vaine conceipt now nourifhing no more. 
She fought with ruth to falve his fad misfortunes fore. 

39' ^ 
Not fo great wonder and aftonifliment 

Did the moft chaft Penelope poflefle 

To fee her Lord, that was reported drent" 

And dead long fince in dolorous diftrefle. 

Come home to her in piteous wretchednefle. 

After long travell of full twenty yeares ; 

That fhe knew not his favours likelyneflc,** 

For many fcarres and many hoary heares ; 

But ftood long ftaring on him mongft uncertaine feares. 

40. 

" Ah, my deare Lord! what fight is this ?" quoth (he, 
" What May-game hath misfortune made of you ? 
Where is that dreadfull manly looke ? where be 
Thofe mighty palmes, the which ye wont t' embrew 
In bloud of Kings, and great hoaftes to fubdew ? 
Could ought on earth fo wondrous change have 
wrought, 

to paint the difgraceful iituation of the knight. Milton thus emphati- 
cally employs the word to dcfcribe the wretched compliance of Adam 
with the requeil of Eve, where emendation has not dared^ as in the 
paiTage before us, to fupply//^/. See " Par. L." B. ix. 994 : — 
** In recom pence (for fuch compliance 6a J 
" Such recompcnce beft merits) from the bough 
" She gave him," &c. Todd. 
Saiif in the time of Spenfer, oftener meant grave, heavy, ferious, than 
diftrejjing and pitiable : " bad " is ufed here for derogatory and unbe- 
fitting, fiefides, the poet employs " fad" in the (cnft we have referred 
to, as a beavj misfortune, in the laft line of the ftanza. C. 

" that was reported drent,] Drenched, or drowned. Chaucer ufes 
dreint. Sec alfo F. (^ii. vi. 49 [vol. ii. p. 191] ; ii. xii. 6 [vol. U. 
p. 306]. Upton. The meaning is always clear, and the etymology 
is the A. S. drencan. ** Drown " has the fame origin. C. 

® his favours likelyneJfeJ\ Gower ufes likeiyhede for likenefs : ** his 
favours likelyneffc " is the likenefs of his features. C. 
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As to have robdc you of that manly hew ? 
Could fo great courage ftouped have to ought ? 

Then, farewell flefhiy force; I fee thy pride is nought." 

41. 

Thenceforth fhe ftreight into a bowre him brought. 
And caufd him thofe uncomely weedes undight ; 
And in their fteede for other rayment fought. 
Whereof there was great ftore, and armors bright. 
Which had bene reft from many a noble Knight, 
Whom that proud An^azon fubdeweJ had, 
Whileft Fortune favourd her fuccefle in fight : 
In which when as fhe him anew had clad. 

She was reviv'd, and joyd much in his femblance glad. 

42. 

So there a while they afterwards remained. 
Him to refrefh, and her late wounds to heale : 
During which fpace fhe there as Princes rained,' 
And changing all that forme of common weale 
The liberty of women did repeale. 
Which they had long ufurpt ; and, them reftoring 
To mens fubjeftion, did true Juftice^eale, 
That all they, as a Goddefle her adoring. 

Her wifedome did admire, and hearkned to her loring.** 

43- 
For all thofe Knights, which long in captive fhade 
Had fhrowded bene, fhe did from thraldome free. 
And magiflrates of all that city made, 
And gave to them great living and large fee : 

P Jbe there as Princes rained,"] So Princefs (which Todd, though 
profeffing to follow the old fpelling, fubflituted) was often fpelt in the 
time of Spcnfer. It became Princefs in the folio i6i i. C. 

** and hearkned to her loring.] InftruSlion^ a diminutive of lore. 
Upton. Wc do not rccolIc6l the ufe of " loring ** by any other author ; 
but in " Piers Ploughman," as Richardfon fhows, leringe is applied in 
the fame way. In vol. i. p. 135, the word lere occurs as a verb, and 
it is common alfo as a fubflantive : A. S. laran^ or leomian. C. 
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And that they fhould for ever faithfull bee. 
Made them fweare fealty to Artegall ; 
Who when him felfe now well recur'd did fee. 
He purpofd to proceed, what {o be fall, 

Uppon his firft adventure which him forth did call. 

44. 

Full fad and forrowfuU was Britomart 

For his departure, her new caufe of griefe ; 
Yet wifely moderated her owne fmart. 
Seeing his honor, which fhe tendred chiefe, 
Confifted much in that adventures priefe : 
The care whereof, and hope of his fuccefle. 
Gave unto her great comfort and reliefe ; 
That womanifh complaints fhe did reprefle. 

And tempred for the time her prefent heavinefle. 

45- ^ 
There fhe continued for a certaine fpace, 

Till through his want' her woe did more increafe : 

Then hoping that the change of aire and place 

Would change her paine, and forrow fomewhat eafe. 

She parted thqice her anguifh to appeafe. 

Meane while her noble Lord fir Artegall 

Went on his way ; ne ever howre did ceafe. 

Till he redeemed had that Lady thrall :* 

That for another Canto will more fitly fall/ 

' Till through his taant.'] i.e. the want of him and his fociety. C. 

• that Lady thrall,'] That captive lady, Irena. See F, Q^^v. L 3. 
Church. This vol. p. 3 i 1 . C. 

* That for another Canto will more fitly fall,"] Drayton alters ** for ** 
to in in his folio 161 1 ; but the old text, in the then arbitrary ufe of 
prepofitions, may very well ftand. If any change were neceflary, it 
would feem to be call for " fall : " it will require another Canto. C. 
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CANTO VIII. 

Prince Arthure and Sir Artegall 

Free Samient from feare : 
They /lay the Soudan; drive his wife 

Adicia to defpaire, 

I. 
OUGHT under heaven fo ftrongly doth 
allure 
The fence of man, and all his minde 

pofTefle, 
As beauties lovely baite, that doth pro- 
cure 
Great warriours oft their rigour to reprefle. 
And mighty hands forget their manlinefle ; 
Drawne with the powre of an heart-robbing eye. 
And wrapt in fetters of a golden treflc. 
That can with melting pleafaunce molHfye 
Their hardned hearts, enur'd to bloud and cruelty. 

2. 

So whylome learnd that mighty Jewifh fwaine. 
Each of whofe lockes did match a man in might. 
To lay his fpoiles before his lemans traine : 
So alfo did that great Oetean Knight* 




• that great Oetean Knight.'] Of courfc, Hercules, who, as Church 
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For his loves fake his Lions fkin undight ; 
And fo did warlike Antony negled 
The worlds whole rule for Cleopatras fight. 
Such wondrous powrc hath wemens faire afpeft 
To captive men, and make them all the world rejeft* 

3- 
Yet could it not fterne Artegall retaine. 

Nor hold from fuite of his avowed queft. 

Which he had undertane to Gloriane ; 

But left his love, albe her ftrong requeft, 

Faire Britomart in languor and unreft. 

And rode him felfe uppon his firft intent : 

Ne day nor night did ever idly reft ; 

Ne wight but onely Talus with him went. 

The true guide of his way and vertuous government. 

4- 

So travelling, he chaunft far off to heed 
A Damzell, flying on a palfrey faft 
Before two Knights that after her did fpeed 
With all their powre, and her full fiercely chaft 
In hope to have her overhent at laft:** 
Yet fled ftie faft, and both them farre outwent. 
Carried with wings of feare, like fowle aghaft. 
With locks all loofe, and rayment all to rent;* 

And ever as ftie rode her eye was backeward bent. 

5- 
Soone after thefe he faw another Knight, 

That after thofe two former rode apace 

obfcrvcs, was burnt on Octt, a hill of.Thcflaly. The ** mighty Jewiih 
Twain '' wa8» equally clearly, Samfon. '' Swaine ** here, as in many other 
places, only means man or perfon. C. 

** In hope to have ber overhent at laftJ\ In hopes to have overtaken 
her : (ce vol. ii. p. 266, &c. C. 

*^ and rayment all to rent."} Jltogetber rent, torn all 10 pieces. Sec 
F. Q^ iv. vii. 8 [this vol. p. 196], and below Sts. 43, 44 [p. 438]. 
Church. This form of exprcflion is very common in other authors. C. 
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With fpeare in reft, and prickt with all his might : 

So ran they all, as they had bene at bace,** 

They being chafed that did others chace. 

At length he faw the hindmoft overtake 

One of thofe two, and force him tume his face ; 

However loth he were his way to flake. 

Yet mote he algates now abide, and anfwere make. 

6. 

But th' other ftill purfu'd the fearefuU Mayd ; 
Who ftill from him as faft away did flie, 
Ne once for ought her fpeedy paflage ftayd. 
Till that at length fhe did before her fpie 
Sir Artegall ; to whom fhe ftraight did hie 
With gladfuU haft, in hope of him to get 
Succour againft her greedy enimy : 
Who feeing her approch gan forward fet 

To fave her from her feare, and him from force to let.* 

7- 

But he, like hound full greedy of his pray. 
Being impatient of impediment, 
Continu'd ftill his courfe, and by the way 
Thought with his fpeare him quight have overwent. 
So both together, ylike felly bent, 
like fiercely met. But Artegall was flronger. 
And better fkild in Tilt and Tumament, 
And bore him quite out of his faddle, longer 

Then two fpeares length : So mifchiefe overmatcht the 
wronger. 

** So ran tbey all^ as tbey bad bene at bace."] "Bafc," or prifon- 
bafe^ is a country fport, where the chafers are chaced, as explained in 
the iecond line. See F. Q^iii. xi. 5 [this vol. p. 44]. Upton. 

* To fave berfrom ber feare, and bim from force to letJ] i.e. to fave 
her from the objeil of ber dread, and to prevent or binder that objedl 
from u(ing violence. In the courfe of this poem we have repeatedly 
had inftances of the fame application of ** fear.'' C. 
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8. 

And in his fall misfortune him miftooke/ 
For on his head unhappily he pight. 
That his owne waight his necke afunder broke. 
And left there dead. Meane while the other Knight 
Defeated had the other faytour quight, 
And all his bowels in his body braft:* 
Whom leaving there in that difpiteous plight. 
He ran ftill on, thinking to follow faft 

His other fellow Pagan which before him paft. 

9- 

In ftead of whom finding there ready preft 
Sir Artegall, without difcretion 
He at him ran with ready fpeare in reft ; 
Who, feeing him come ftill fo fiercely on, 
Againft him made againe. So both anon 
Together met, and ftrongly either ftrooke 
And broke their fpeares ; yet neither has forgon 
His horfes backe, yet to and fro long fhooke 

And tottred, like two towres which through a tempeft 
quooke. 

10. 

But when againe they had recovered fence. 

They drew their fwords, in mind to make amends 
For what their fpeares had fayld of their pretence :** 
Which when the Damzell, who thofe deadly ends 
Of both her foes had feene, and now her frends 



^ misfortune him miftooke.'] Upton fuppofcs a mifprint, viz. •' mK- 
tookc" for o*ertookei but **iniftooke'* means took bim amifs, which is 
quite intelligible : ftill, ** him " is here mifprintcd bm. C. 

K in bis body braft,'\ i.e. burft : elfe where Spenfcr ufcs ** bruft** for 
burft: fee vol. ii. pp. 354, 388, and this Canto, St. 22. In German, 
the verb is written breften as well as berften, C. 

*» bad fay Id of their pretence.'] It is to be borne in mind that in the 
time of Spenfer to ** pretend" ufually meant to intend, and that ''pre- 
tence," as here, was intention. See alfo vol. ii. p. 75. C. 
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For her beginning a more fearefuU fray. 

She to them runnes in haft, and her haire rends. 

Crying to them their cruell hands to flay, 

Untill they both do heare what ftie to them will fay. 

II. 

They ftayd their hands, when ftie thus gan to fpeake : 
" Ah gentle Knights ! what meane ye thus unwife 
Upon your felves anothers wrong to wreake ? 
I am the wrong'd, whom ye did enterprife 
Both to redrefTe, and both redreft likewife : 
Witnefle the Paynims both, whom ye may fee 
There dead on ground. What doe ye then devife 
Of more revenge ? if more, then I am ftiee 
Which was the roote of all : end your revenge on mee." 

12. 

Whom when they heard fo fay, they lookt about 
To weete if it were true as fhe had told ; 
Where when they faw their foes dead out of doubt, 
Eftfoones they gan their wrothfuU hands to hold. 
And Ventailes reare* each other to behold. 
Tho when as Artegall did Arthure vew. 
So faire a creature and fo wondrous bold, 
He much admired both his heart and hew. 

And touched with intire afFedion nigh him drew ; 

Saying, " Sir Knight, of pardon I you pray. 
That all unweeting have you wrong'd thus fore, 
Suffring my hand againft my heart to ftray ; 
Which if ye pleafe forgive, I will therefore 
Yeeld for amends my felfe yours evermore. 
Or what fo penaunce fhall by you be red." 
To whom the Prince : ** Certes me needeth more 



» And Ventailes reareJ] In vol, ii. p. 371 this word has been ex- 
plained as the part of the helmet through which the wearer breathed. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



428 THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 5. 

To crave the fame ; whom errour fo mifled. 
As that I did miftake the living for the ded. 

14. 
*' But, fith ye pleafe that both our blames fhall die. 
Amends may for the trefpafle foone be made. 
Since neither is endamadg'd much thereby." 
So can they both them felves full eath perfwadc 
To faire accordaunce, and both faults to fhade. 
Either embracing other lovingly. 
And fwearing faith to either on his blade. 
Never thenceforth to nourifh enmity. 
But either others caufe to maintaine mutually. 

15; 
Then Artegall gan of the Prince enquire. 

What were thofe knights which there on ground were 

layd. 

And had received their follies worthy hire. 

And for what caufe they chafed fo that Mayd ? 

** Certes I wote not well," (the Prince then fayd) 

" But by adventure found them faring fo. 

As by the way unweetingly I ftrayd : 

And lo ! the Damzell felfe, whence all did grow. 

Of whom we may at will the whole occafion know." 

16. 

Then they that Damzell called to them nie. 
And aflced her what were thofe two her fone. 
From whom fhe earft fo faft away did flie ? 
And what was fhe her felfe fo woe begone. 
And for what caufe purfu'd of them attone ? 
To whom fhe thus : " Then wote ye well, that I 
Doe ferve a Queene that not far hence doth wonc, 
A PrincefTe of great powre and majeftie, 

Famous through all the world, and honor'd far and nie. 

17- 
" Her name Mercilla mofl men ufe to call ; 
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That is a mayden Queene of high renowne. 

For her great bounty knowen over all 

And foveraine grace, with which her royall crowne 

She doth fupport, and ftrongly beateth downe 

The malice of her foes, which her envy 

And at her happinefle do fret and frowne ; 

Yet fhe her felfe the more doth magnify. 

And even to her foes her mercies multiply. 

18. 

" Mongft many which maligne her happy ftate. 
There is a mighty man, which wonnes hereby. 
That with moft fell defpight and deadly hate 
Seekes to fubvert her Crowne and dignity. 
And all his powre doth thereunto apply : 
And her good Knights, of which fo. brave a band 
Serves her as any Princefle under fky. 
He either fpoiles, if they againft him ftand. 

Or to his part allures, and bribeth under hand. 

*' Ne him fufEceth all the wrong and ill. 
Which he unto her people does each day ; 
But that he feekes by traytrous traines to fpill 
Her perfon, and her facred felfe to flay : 
That, O ye Heavens, defend ! and turne away 
From her unto the mifcreant him felfe ; 
That neither hath religion nor fay,*' 
But makes his God of his ungodly pelfe. 

And Idols ferves : fo let his Idols ferve the Elfe ! 

10. 

*' To all which cruell tyranny, they fay. 
He is provokt, and ftird up day and night 
By his bad wife that hight Adicia; 

^ religion nor fay. 1 Faitb^ truth ; and fo Chaucer xxksfay, Fufoy, 
fay ; Span. fe. Upton. Hundreds of inflances of this ufc of** fay " 
by the contemporaries of Spenfer might be quoted. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



430 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. 

Who counfels him, through confidence of might. 
To breake all bonds of law and rules of right : 
For fhe her felfe profefleth mortall foe 
To Juftice, and againft her ftill doth fight. 
Working to all that love her deadly woe. 
And making all her Knights and people to doe fo. 

21. 

** Which my liege Lady feeing, thought it beft 
With that his wife in friendly wife to deale, 
For ftint of ftrife and ftablifhment of reft 
Both to her felfe and to her common weale. 
And all forepaft difpleafures to repeale. 
So me in meflage unto her fhe fent. 
To treat with her, by way of enterdeale,' 
Of finall peace and faire attonement 

Which might concluded be by mutuall confent. 

22. 

" All times have wont fafe pafTage to aflFord 
To meflengers"* that come for caufes juft : 
But this proude Dame, difdayning all accord. 
Not onely into bitter termes forth bruft. 
Reviling me and rayling as fhe luft,° 
But laftly, to make proofe of utmoft fhame. 
Me like a dog fhe out of dores did thruft. 



* ^y way of enter deale,'\ Mediation ; the dealing or tranfad^ion be- 
tween two parties. Upton. Spenfer ufcs the word again in ** Mother 
Hubbard's Tale ;" but our di6Uonaries afford no other inftances. C. 

" All times have wont fafe pajfage to afford 

To meffengerst &c.] In the allegorical interpretation meaning Am- 
baffadors ; fanSlum populis per facula nomen. And particularly hinting 
at Philip, King of Spain (the Souldan), who detained the Deputies of 
the States of Holland, who were fent to complain unto him, and to beg 
a redrefs of their grievances. This a6lion was violating the facred pri- 
vilege of Ambaffadors. Upton. 

" and rayling as Jbe luftS] Or *' as fhe lulled," i. e. wijhed or dejtred 
— railing at her pleafure. In the next line Church propofed to alter 
** laftly" to baftily^ but altogether without warrant, or reafon, excepting 
that the following ftanza begins with the fame word. C. 
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Mifcalling me by many a bitter name. 
That never did her ill, ne once deferred blame. 

" And laftly, that no fhame might wanting be, 
When I was gone, foone after me fhe fent 
Thefe two falfe Knights, whom there ye lying fee. 
To be by them diflionoured and fhent : 
But, thankt be God, and your good hardiment. 
They have the price of their owne folly payd." 
So faid this Damzell, that hight Samient ; 
And to thofe knights for their fo noble ayd 

Her felfe moft gratefuU fhew'd,and heaped thanks repayd. 

24. 

But they now having throughly heard and feene 

Al thofe great wrongs, the which that mayd com- 
plained 
To have bene done againft her Lady Queene 
By that proud dame which her fo much difdained. 
Were moved much thereat ; and twixt them fained' 
With all their force to worke avengement ftrong 
Uppon the Souldan felfe, which it mayntained. 
And on his Lady, th' author of that wrong. 

And uppon all thofe Knights that did to her belong. 

But, thinking beft by counterfet difguife 
To their defeigne to make the eafier way. 
They did this complot twixt them felves devife : 
Firft, that Sir Artegall fhould him array 
Like one of thofe two Knights which dead there lay ; 
And then that Damzell, the fad Samient, 
Should as his purchaft prize p with him convay 

^ and twixt tbemfained,'] Between them they were ^/(/</ or/^/'/r. C. 

P Should as bis purcbaft prize,"] A prize not obtained by purchafe, 
but as ^ooty — the old meaning of ** purchafe :" fee vol. i. p. 216, &c. 
So in the next ftanza we have '* purchaft pray." C. 
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Unto the Souldans court, her to prefent 

Unto his fcornefuU Lady that for her had fent. 

26. 

So as they had deviz'd, Sir Artegall 

Him clad in th' armour of a Pagan knight. 
And taking with him, as his vanquifht thrall. 
That Damzell, led her to the Souldans right : 
Where foone as his proud wife of her had fight. 
Forth of her window as fhe looking lay. 
She weened ftreight it was her Paynim Knight, 
Which brought that Damzell as his purchaft pray ; 

And fent to him a Page that mote direft his way. 
* 27. ^ 

Who bringing them to their appointed place, 
Offred his fervice to difarme the Knight ; 
But he refufing him to let unlace. 
For doubt to be difcovered by his fight. 
Kept himfelfe ftill in his ftraunge armour dight : 
Soone after whom the Prince arrived there. 
And fending to the Souldan in defpight 
A bold defyance, did of him requere 

That E|amfell whom he held as wrongfuU prifonerc. 

28. 

Wherewith the Souldan all with furie fraught. 
Swearing and banning moft blafphemoufly, 
Commaunded ftraight his armour to be brought ; 
And, mounting ftraight upon a charret hye, 
With yron wheeles and hookes^ arm'd dreadfully. 
And drawne of cruell fteedes which he had fed 
With flefti of men, whom through fell tyranny 
He flaughtred had, and ere they were halfe ded 

Their bodies to his beaftes for provender did fpred ; 

^ With yron wheeles and bookes. Sec.'] See an account of thefc cha- 
riots, currus falcatu in Q. Curtius, iv. 9. Alexander bade his ibldiers 
avoid them, laxatis ordinibus, iv. 13. Compare St. 32. Jortin. 
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29. 

So forth he came, all in a cote of plate 

Burnifht with bloudie ruft ; whiles on the greene 
The Briton Prince him readie did awayte. 
In glittering armes right goodly well befeene, 
That fhone as bright as doth the heaven fheene : 
And by his ftirrup Talus did attend. 
Playing his pages part, as he had beene 
Before direfted by his Lord ; to th' end 

He fhould his flale to final execution bend. 

30- 

Thus goe they both together to their geare,' 
With like fierce minds, but meanings diflferent ; 
For the proud Souldan, with prefumpteous chearc 
And countenance fublime and infolent. 
Sought onely flaughter and avengement ; 
But the brave Prince for honour and for right, 
Gainft tortious powre and lawlefle regiment. 
In the behalfe of wronged weake did fight:* 

More in his caufes truth he trufted then in might. 

31- 
Like to the Thracian tyrant, who they fay 

Unto his horfes gave his guefts for meat, 

Till he himfelfe was made their greedie pray. 

And torne in pieces by Alcides great ;* 

So thought the Souldan, in his follies threat. 



' to their geare,'] *' Gear" often means furniture, armour, or apparel ; 
but here it is to be confidercd as undertaking, the work or afikir for 
which they were prepared : A. S. geartoe, paratus. C. 

• In the behalfe of wronged toeake did fight, '\ *' Weak" Teems here 
put for weaknefs : and if the line could have run ** the wronged weake/* 
no note would, perhaps, have been required ; but this is the only in- 
ftance we remember where " weak" is ufed fubftantively, like " dark*' 
for darknefsf Sec. It is not cited in our di£lionaries. C. 

* by Jlcides great. "] The eighth labour of Hercules, when he feized 
the mares of Diomedes, king of the Biftones in Thrace, and afterwards 
gave the owner to be eaten by them. C. 

III. F F 
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Either the Prince in peeces to have tome 
With his fharp wheeles, in his firft rages heat. 
Or under his fierce horfes feet have borne," 
And trampled down in duft his thoughts difdained fcome. 

But the bold child that perill well efpying. 
If he too rafhiy to his charret drew. 
Gave way unto his horfes fpeedie flying. 
And their refiftlefle rigour did efchew : 
Yet, as he paflTed by, the Pagan threw 
A fhivering dart with fo impetuous force. 
That had he not it fliunn'd with heedfull vew. 
It had himfelfe transfixed or his horfe. 

Or made them both one mafle withouten more remorie. 

33- 

Oft drew the Prince unto his charret nigh, 
In hope fome ftroke to faften on him neare. 
But he was mounted in his feat fb high. 
And his wingfooted courfers him did beare 
So faft away that, ere his readie fpeare 
He could advance, he farre was gone and paft : 
Yet ftill he him did follow every where. 
And followed was of him likewife full faft. 

So long as in his fteedes the flaming breath did laft. 

34- 
Againe the Pagan threw another dart. 
Of which he had with him abundant ftore 
On every fide of his embatteld cart. 
And of all other weapons leflle or more. 
Which warlike ufes had deviz'd of yore : 
The wicked ftiaft, guyded through th* ayrie wyde* 



^/eet have borne.'] Drayton gives it in his folio 161 1, ** feet fbin^e 
borne," more corredly, perhaps, but hardly more intelligibly. C. 
* through th* ayrie tvyde.'] " Ayrie tvyde ** feems to be uied for •* ayrie 
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By fome bad fpirit that it to mifchiefc bore, 
Stayd not, till through his curat it did glyde,^ 
And made a griefly wound in his enriven fide. 

35- 

Much was he grieved with that hapleflc throe. 
That opened had the welfpring of his blood ; 
But much the more, that to his hatefuU foe 
He mote not come to wreake his wrathfull mood : 
That made him rave, like to a Lyon wood. 
Which being wounded of the huntfmans hand 
Cannot come neare him in the covert wood. 
Where he with boughes hath built his fhady Hand, 

And fenft himfelfe about with many a flaming brand. 

36. 

Still when he fought f approch unto him ny 
His charret wheeles about him whirled round. 
And made him backe againe as faft to fly ; 
And eke his fteedes, like to an hungry hound 
That hunting after game hath carrion found. 
So cruelly did him purfew and chace. 
That his good fteed, all were he much renound 
For noble courage and for hardie race, 

Durft not endure their fight, but fled from place to place. 

37- 
Thus long they traft and traverft to and fro. 
Seeking by every way to make fome breach ; 
Yet could the Prince not nigh imto him goe, 

w/V." T. Warton. Drayton fuggefts no fuch change, and the rhyme 
requires **wyde." Spen(er may have put **ayrie** for air, for the 
meafure's fake, and may have meant *' the wide air." C. 

y till through his curat it didglydeS] Some editions read ** curas ** or 
cuiras. So, in French, cuirajje; which (ignifies the armour for the 
back and bread. But Spenfer, as Mr. Upton has obferved, has preferred 
the fpelling of the prefent text. So, in F. Q. v. viii. 34, curiets. Again, 
F. q1 vi. V. 8, cur at s. Todd. Todd is miflaken : it is ** curat" in the 
4to. and in the folios of 1609 and 161 1. C. 
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That one fure ftrokc he might unto him reach. 
Whereby his ftrengthes aflay he might him teach. 
At laft from his vidorious fhield he drew 
The vaile,* which did his powrefuU light empeach. 
And comming full before his horfes vew. 
As they upon him preft, it plaine to them did fhew. 

38. 

Like lightening flafh that hath the gazer burned, 
So did the fight thereof* their fenfe difmay, 
That backe againe upon themfelves they turned. 
And with their ryder ranne perforce away : 
Ne could the Souldan them from flying ftay 
With raynes or wonted rule, as well he knew : 
Nought feared they what he could do or fay, 
But th'onely feare that was before their vew. 

From which, like mazed deare, difmayfuUy they flew. 

39- 
Faft did they fly as them their feete could bearc 

High over hilles, and lowly over dales. 

As they were follow'd of their former feare. 

In vaine the Pagan bannes, and fweares, and rayles. 

And backe with both his hands unto him hayles 

The refty raynes, regarded now no more : 

He to them calles and fpeakes, yet nought avayles ; 

They heare him not, they have forgot his lore. 

But go which way they lift ; their guide they have forlorc. 



" Jt laft from bis viBorkus Jbield he drew 

The vaile, &c.] This is the firft time that Prince Arthur voIkih 
tariiy makes ufe of the power of his enchanted fliield. See F. Q^i. viL 
33 [vol.* i. p. 293]. Upton. 

» So did the fight thereof &c.] The iEgis is rcprefcnted with the 
fame cffedl on horfes, in the fpirited poem of Valerius Flaccus, [Argo- 
nautica,] L. vi. 396 : — 

" iEgida turn primiim virgo, fpiramque Medufse 
" Tercentum fscvis fquallentem fuftulit hydris; 
" Quam foil vidiftis equi s pavor occupat ingens, 
*• Excuffis in tcrga viris." T, Warton. 
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40. 

As when the firie-mouthed fteedes, which drew 
The Sunnes bright wayne to Phaetons decay, 
Soone as they did the monftrous Scorpion vtw 
With ugly craples** crawling in their way, 
The dreadful! ffght did them fo fore aflFray, 
That their well knowen courfes they forwent;* 
And, leading th' ever-burning lampe aftray, 
This lower world nigh all to afties brent, 

And left their fcorched path yet in the firmament. 

41. 

Such was the furie of thefe head-ftrong fteeds, 
Soone as the infants funlike fhield they faw, 
That all obedience both to words and deeds 
They quite forgot, and fcotnd all former law : 
Through woods, and rocks, and mountaines they did 

draw 
The yron charet, and the wheeles did teare. 
And toft the Paynim without feare or awe ; 
From fide to fide they toft him here and there. 

Crying to them in vaine that nould his crying heare. 

42. 

Yet ftill the Prince purfew'd him clofe behind, 
Oft making oflFer him to fmite, but found 
No eafie meanes according to his mind : 
At laft they have all overthrowne to ground** 



** fTstb ugly craples."] i. e. grapples y referring, of courfe, to the claws 
of the fcorpion. We are not aware of any other inllance in Spenfer 
where the word is fb fpclt : it feems to be derived from the A. S. gra^ 
plans and we have "graples" in St. 42. In his "Chrift's Vidlory** 
Giles Fletcher ufes the word precifcly in the fame way as Spenfer. C. 

^ That their well knowen courfes they forwent, "] The 4to. 1596 has 
" well knownei* but the verfe requires ** well knowen," as indeed it 
Hands in the folios, which Todd followed without remark : the places 
of the n and e became accidentally changed. C. 

^ At lafi they have all overthrowne to ground^ &c.] This paflage 
ieems tranilated from Homer, 11. i. 485 : — 
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Quite topfide turvey, and the Pagan hound 
Amongft the yron hookes and graples keene 
Tome all to rags, and rent with many a wound ; 
That no whole peecc of him was to be feene. 
But fcattred all about, and ftroVd upon the greene. 

43- 

Like as the curfed fon of Thefeus,* 

That following his chace in dewy mome. 

To fly his ftepdames loves outrageous. 

Of his owne fteedes' was all to peeces tome. 

And his faire limbs left in the woods forlome ; 

That for his fake Diana did lament. 

And all the wooddy Nymphes did wayle and moume. 

So was this Souldan rapt and all to rent. 

That of his fhape appear'd no litle moniment. 

44. 

Onely his fhield and armour, which there lay. 

Though nothing whole, but all to brufd and broken,* 

He up did take, and with him brought away. 

That mote remaine for an etemall token 

To all mongft whom this ftorie ftiould be fpokcn. 

How worthily, by heavens high decree, 

Juftice that day of wrong her felfe had wroken ; 

K^/x/3a;^o^ h Mvtpffiy iiri fipe^ov re xa) wfuu^. 
And the following, viz. — 

** That no whole piece of him was to be feene,** 
from Ovid, Met. z. 528, fpeaking of Hippolytus : — 

" nuUafqae in corpore partes 

" Nofcere quas pofTes ; unumque erat omnia vulnus." Urroir. 
* Like as the curfed fonne of TbefeusJ] Hippoly tas, whom his father 
Thefeus curfed. See Ovid, Met. xv. 504. Upton. 

' Of bis otone fleedes, &c.] This is contrary to ancient ftory, and 
indeed to the poet's own relation, F. Q. i. v. 37. Todd. Todd's 
reference fhould have been to St. 38 : fee vol. i. p. 258. C. 

« ail to brufd and broken.'] So all the editions rightly read : *• aU to** 
is entirely, as in the preceding ftanza and in many other places. Todd. 
See likewife this vol. pp. 249 and 424. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 8, THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 439 

That all men, which that ipeftacle did fee. 
By like eniample mote for ever warned bee, 

45- 

So on a tree before the Tyrants dore 

He canfed them be hung in all mens fight. 

To be a moniment for evermore.** 

Which when his Ladie from the caftles hight 

Beheld, it much appald her troubled fpright : 

Yet not, as women wont, in dolefuU fit 

She was difmayd, or faynted through aflfnght. 

But gathered unto her her troubled wit. 

And gan eftfbones devize to be aveng'd for it. 

46. 

Streight downe (he ranne, like an enraged cow 
That is berobbed of her youngling dere. 
With knife in hand, and fatally did vow 
To wreake her on that mayden meflengere. 
Whom (he had caufd be kept as prifonere 
By Artegall, mifween'd for her owne Knight, 
That brought her backe. And comming prefent there. 
She at her ran with all her force and might. 

All flaming with revenge and furious defpight. 

47- 
Like raging Ino,' when with knife in hand 

** To Se a moniment for evermore.'] It will be fufficicnt to mention 
here that Upton has a long note, in which he very laborioufly goes over 
the circumftances attending the preparation and defeat of the Spaniih 
Armada, and applies them to Spenfer*s narration of the deftrudion of 
the Souldan, whom Upton (fee alfo p. 430) confiders to be intended 
for the King of Spain. His argument is ingenious, but, like moft inge- 
nious arguments, anything but convincing. C. 

' Like raging I no, &c.] Spenfer compares the frantic wife of the 
fiuious Souldan, firft, to Ino, who, flying from her hufband, that had 
murdered one of her children, toitb knife in band threw out into the Tea 
her other fon named Melicerta, whom fhe firfl murdered. The ftory 
here alluded to is well known, but varied a little in fome circumflances 
from the poets and mythologies. Secondly, to cruel Medea, who, flymg 
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She threw her hufbands murdred infant out ; 

Or fell Medea, when on Colchicke ftrand 

Her brothers bones (he fcattered all about ; 

Or as that madding mother, mongft the rout 

Of Bacchus Priefts, her owne deare flefh did teare : ^ 

Yet neither Ino, nor Medea flout, 

Nor all the Moenades fo furious were. 

As this bold woman when ftie faw that Damzell there. 

48. 

But Artegall, being thereof aware, 

Did flay her cruell hand ere fhe her raught ; 
And as fhe did her felfe to flrike prepare. 
Out of her fifl the wicked weapon caught : 
With that, like one enfelon'd* or diflraught. 
She forth did rome whether her rage her bore. 
With franticke paflion and with furie fraught ; 
And, breaking forth out at a pofleme dore. 

Unto the wyld wood ranne, her dolours to deplore. 

49. 

As a mad bytch, when as the franticke fit 
Her burning tongue with rage inflamed hath. 
Doth runne at randon, and with furious bit 
Snatching at every thing doth wreake her wrath 



from her father's wrath, cut in pieces her brother Abfyrtus, that her 
father might be flopped in his purfuit by gathering up the mangled 
limbs. Thirdly, to Agave, the madding mother of Pentheus, who, 
with the reft of the Bacchanalian crew, tore her Ton to pieces for flight- 
ing the orgies of Bacchus. Upton. 

^ her ozvne deare flejh did teare, '\ It was not " her owne deare flefli/* 
but her fons flejb, which fhe tore. To avoid all ambiguity, I could 
wifh fome book authorifed my corredlion, 

" \itT fen's deare flefli did teare," 
i. e. her own fon's flefh ; for own and dear mean the fame thing, and 
Spenfcr ufcs dear as Homer ufes ^iXos^ fuus. Upton. Surely the 
poet, and with no great impropriety of expreflion, might mean YitTfon*s 
flcfli by her '* owne flefli." T. Warton. 

* like one enfelon^d.l Become fierce. Old Fr. enfelonni, Cht;rch 
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On man and beaft that commeth in her path. 
There they doe fay that (he transformed was 
Into a Tygre, and that Tygres fcath 
In crueltie and outrage (he did pas. 
To prove her furname true, that (he impofed has."* 

Then Artegall, himfelfe difcovering plaine. 
Did iflue forth gainft all that warlike rout 
Of knights and armed men, which did maintaine 
That Ladies part, and to the Souldan lout : " 
All which he did aflault with courage ftout, 
All were they nigh an hundred knights of name. 
And like wyld Goates them chaced all about. 
Flying from place to place with cowheard fliame ; 

So that with finall force them all he overcame. 

Then caufed he the gates be opened wyde ; 
And there the Prince, as viftour of that day. 
With tryumph entertayn'd and glorifyde, 
Prefenting him with all the rich array 
And roiall pompe, which there long hidden lay, 
Purchaft"" through lawlefle powre and tortious wrong 
Of that proud Souldan whom he earft did flay. 
So both for reft there having ftayd not long, 

Marcht with that mayd ; fit matter for another fong. 



" To prove ber furname true^ tbatjbe impofed has.'] That is, *A&x/a 
[Injuftice]. In this transformation he feems to have in view that of 
Hecuba. Sec Ovid, " Met.** xiii. Fab. 2 ; Euripides, " Hecub." 1 265. 
Edit. Barnes. And Plautus, " Menaech." 

** Ob rabiem nempe, qua in Graecos invehcbatur, canis di£la eft." 
Upton. The fame figure is carried on to the next Canto, St. 1. C. 

° and to the Souldan /out.'] And did hw down to the Souldan. 
Upton. A lout may be fo called from his awkward bowing. C. 

® Purcbafl, &c.] That is, gotten through the oppreffivc power of 
that proud Souldan, &c. Church. "Purchaft" is here ufed in the 
feme fcnfe as the fubftantivc purchafe^ F. Q. i. iii. 16 [vol. i. p. 216], 
that is, plundered. Todd. 
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Arthur and Artegall catch GuyU^ 
whom Tabu doth difmay: 

They to Mercillaes paliace conu^ 
and fee her rich array. 




meU/ 



HAT Tygre, or what other falvage wight. 
Is fo exceeding furious and fell 
As wrong, when it hath arm'd it felfc 

with might ? 
Not fit mongft men that doe with reafon 



But mongft wyld beafts, and falvage woods, to dwell ; 
Where ftill the ftronger doth the weake devoiu^. 
And they that moft in boldnefle doe excell 
Are dreadded moft, and feared for their powre ; 
Fit for Adicia there to build her wicked bowre. 

2. 

There let her wonne, farre from refort of men. 
Where righteous Artegall her late exyled ; 
There let her ever keepe her damned den, 

• that doe with reafon mellJ] "Mell" is meddle, of which it b an 
abbreviation. Wc meet with the participle " mclling" in C. xii. St, 35 
of this book. " Mell" occurs in Shakefpcare and in many other poets : 
Chaucer and Gower ufe ** mell" as well as meddle. C. 
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Where none may be with her lewd parts defyled, 
Nor none but beafts may be of her defpoyled ; 
And turne we to the noble Prince, where late 
We did him leave, after that he had foyled 
The cruell Souldan, and with dreadfiill fate 
Had utterly fubverted his unrighteous ftate. 

3- 
Where having with Sir Artegall a {pace 

Well folaft in that Souldans late delight. 

They both, refolving now to leave the place, 

Both it and aU the wealth therein behight** 

Unto that Damzell in her Ladies right. 

And fo would have departed on their way ; 

But (he them woo'd, by all the meanes (he might. 

And eameftly befought to wend that day 

With her to fee her Ladie, thence not farre away. 

4- 

By whofe entreatie both they overcommen 
Agree to goe with her; and by the way, 
(As often falles) of fundry things did commen •/ 
Mongft which that Damzell did to them bewray 
A ftraunge adventure, which not farre thence lay ; 
To weet, a wicked villaine, bold and ftout. 
Which wonned in a rocke not farre away. 
That robbed all the countrie there about. 

And brought the pillage home, whence none could get 

it out. 

5- 
Thereto both his owne wylie wit, (fhe fayd) 

*> tbi toealtb therein behight,^ Committed^ or entruftei. See F. Qj^ 
i. X. 50 [vol. ii. p. 39]. Todd. 

« of fundry tbings did commen,'] This expreflion is frequent in Scrip- 
ture, Luke xxiv. 15. " While they r^w«r«»/</ together, &c." Milton 
\i£ti it, " Par. L." B. ix. 201 : " Then commune, how, &c." The reader 
is not to be put in mind, perhaps, that the fpelling is for the fake of 
the rhyme. Upton. The word was of old fpelt comyn, and in various 
other ways. C. 
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And eke the faftnefle of his dwelling place. 
Both unaflaylable, gave him great ayde : 
For he fo crafty was to forge and face. 
So light of hand, and nymble of his pace. 
So fmooth of tongue, and fubtile in his tale, 
That could deceive one looking in his face : 
Therefore by name Malengin** they him call. 

Well knowen by his feates, and famous over all. 

6. 

Through thefe his flights he many doth confound : 
And eke the rocke, in which he wonts to dwell. 
Is wondrous ftrong and hewen farre under ground, 
A dreadfull depth ; how deepe no man can tell. 
But fome doe fay it goeth downe to hell : 
And all within it full of wyndings is 
And hidden wayes, that fcarfe an hound by fmell 
Can follow out thofe falfe footfteps of his, 

Ne none can backe retume that once are gone amis. 

7- * ^ 

Which when thofe knights had heard, their harts gan 

earne 

To underftand that villeins dwelling place. 

And greatly it defir'd of her to learne. 

And by which way they towards it fliould trace. 

" Were not " (fayd flie) " that it fliould let your pace 

Towards my Ladies prefence, by you ment, 

I would you guyde direftly to the place.'* 

" Then let not that " (faid they) " flay your intent ; 



** Therefore by name Malengin.'] Ill Intent. See Cotgravc in v. 
Malengin: or Le Duchct, to whom Mr. Upton refers: *' Malengin, 
dolus malus: c'eft I'aftion d'une pcrfonne ingenieufe a mal faire." Guile 
is therefore properly denominated Malengin. Todd. In vol. ii. p. 
356, we have had " malcngine" employed as a fubftantive for ill inten- 
tion : here it is perfonified, as one who is not only difpofcd, but qualified 
to as much mifchief as poilible ; and we are therefore to take '* Malengin'* 
to be evil genius. C 
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For neither will one foot, till we that carlf have hent."* 

8. 

So forth they paft, till they approched ny 
Unto the rocke where was the villains won : 
Which when the Damzell neare at hand did fpy, 
She warn'd the knights thereof; who thereupon 
Gan to advize what beft were to be done. 
So both agreed to fend that mayd afore. 
Where ftie might fit nigh to the den alone, 
Wayling, and rayfing pittifull uprore. 

As if flie did fome great calamitie deplore. 

9- 

With noyfe whereof when as the cay tive carle 
Should iflue forth, in hope to find fome fpoyle. 
They in awayt would clofely him enfnarle. 
Ere to his den he backward could recoyle. 
And fo would hope him eafily to foyle. 
The Damzell ftraight went, as flie was direded. 
Unto the rocke ; and there, upon the foyle 
Having her felfe in wretched wize abjeded, 

Gan weepe and wayle, as if great griefe had her 
aflFefted. 

10. 

The cry whereof entring the hollow cave 

Eftfoones brought forth the villaine, as they ment. 

With hope of her fome wiflifull boot to have. 

Full dreadfull wight he was as ever went 

Upon the earth, with hollow eyes deepe pent. 

And long curld locks that downe his fiioulders ihagged; 

And on his backe an uncouth veftiment 

Made of ftraunge ftuflTe, but all to worne and ragged. 

And underneath his breech was all to torne and jagged. 

• ti// we that carle have hent,] i. e. have taiejf, as frequently be- 
fore. See» among other places^ vol. ii. p. 108. C. 
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II. 

And in his hand an huge long ftafFe he held, 

Whofe top was arm'd with many an yron hooke. 
Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld. 
Or in the compafle of his douches tooke ; 
And ever round about he caft his looke : 
Als at his backe a great wyde net he bore. 
With which he feldome fiflied at the brooke. 
But ufd to fifh for fooles on the dry ftiore. 

Of which he in faire weather wont to take great ftorc. 

12. 

Him when the damzell faw faft by her fide. 
So ugly creature, fhe was nigh difmayd. 
And now for helpe aloud in eameft cride : 
But when the villaine faw her fo afFrayd, 
He gan with guilefuU words her to periwade 
To banifli feare ; and, with Sardonian fmyle' 
Laughing on her, his falfe intent to ftiade, 
Gan forth to lay his bayte her to beguyle. 

That from her felf unwares he might her fteale the whyle. 

Like as the fouler on his guilefuU pype 



' jind foitb Sardonian fmyle, &c.] There are herbs, it is ftid. In 
Sardinia, that diftort the mouths of thoie who eat them with fomething 
between grinning and laughing. See Virgil, £cl. vii. 41. Hence 
when a perfon feigns a laugh, or laughs with his lips only, as Homer 
exprelTes it, he is faid to laugh a Sardonian laugh, II. o. loi : — 

rj $* kyiXaa-a-e 

Xelkea-iy, ov^s fj^srunroy kr ipplvi xuayiii^iy 

'lay^i, 
Schol. Olroi 6 yiXw^ ^ap$6yio$ xa\t7rai, or' ay rig jxi} ix $ia9ec^(o§ 
ysX^. Compare Odyil'. u. 302. Plato and Cicero likewife ul'e this 
proverb. And Ariofto alludes to it, C. xiii. St. 35, " Sorrife amara- 
mente." Upton. Upton's allufion to Ariofto proves nothing, fincc 
to fmile bitterly has no reference to Sardinia, or to the celebrated herb, 
which is not mentioned in the Italian. Chapman, in his tranilation of 
the pailage in Homer, exprefsly calls it a Sardinian laugh. C. 
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Charmes to the birds' full many a pleafant lay. 
That they the whiles may take lefle heedie kecpe 
How he his nets doth for their mine lay : 
So did the villaine to her prate and play. 
And many pleafant trickes before her (how. 
To tume her eyes from his intent away ; 
For he in flights and jugling feates did flow, 
And of legierdemayne** the myfteries did know. 

To which whileft flie lent her intentive mind. 
He fuddenly his net upon her threw,' 
That overfprad her like a puflTe of wind ; 
And fnatching her foone up, ere well flie knew. 
Ran with her faft away unto his mew. 
Crying for helpe aloud : but when as ny 
He came unto his cave, and there did vew 
The armed knights flopping his paflage by. 



« Charmes to the birds, &c.] So '* charm " is ufed, as Dr. Jortin 
obfcrves, in " Colin Clouts come home again : " — 
" The fhcpherd boy— 
** Sate as his cullom was — 

•* Charming hb oaten pipe unto his pcres." 
It feems to be ufed fomewhat in the fame fenfe St. 39 of this Canto : — 

" That well could charme his tongue, and time his fpeach.'' 
Agam, « Shep. Cal." Oaober :— 

*' Here we our ilender pipes may iafely charme.^* 
And, in his ** Epithalamium," for tempting by enchantment : — 

•* Her lips, like cherries, charming men to bite.'* T. Warton. 
Warton is wrong in fuppofing that charming the tongue has any relation 
to " charming his oaten pipe : " to " charm the tongue" meant, to bejtient. 
In "The Winter's Tale," A. iv. Sc. 3 (edit. Collier, vol. iii. p. 78), 
** Clamour your tongues " is certainly a mere mifprint. C. 

** And of iegierdemayne, &c.] Sleight ofhand, French. This foreign 
phrafe was frequently employed by our old writers. Todd. 

' He fuddenly his net upon her threw, 1 Spcnfer might have in view 
the Retiarius, who fought with a net to entangle hb adverfary; or 
rather the giant Zambardo, in ** Orlando Innam." L. I. C. 5. Or the 
giant Caligorante, in "Orl. Fur." C. 15. Upton. ** Intentive," in 
the preceding line, b attentive, and it ^equently b met with in thb 
fenfe : Shakefpearc has " intentivcly " in " Othello," A. i. Sc. 3. C. 
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He threw his burden downe, and faft away did fly. 

But Artegall him after did purfew. 

The whiles the Prince there kept the entrance ftilL 
Up to the rocke he ran, and thereon flew 
Like a wyid Gote, leaping from hill to hill. 
And dauncing on the craggy clifFes at will ; 
That deadly daunger feem'd in all mens fight 
To tempt fuch fteps, where footing was fo ill : 
Ne ought avayled for the armed knight 

To thinke to follow him that was fo fwift and light* 

16. 

Which when he faw, his yron man he fent 
To follow him ; for he was fwift in chace. 
He him purfewd where ever that he went ; 
Both over rockes, and hilles, and every place 
Where fo he fled, he followd him apace ; 
So that he fliortly forft him to forfake 
The hight, and downe defcend unto the bafe : 
There he him courft afrefli, and foone did make 

To leave his proper forme, and other fhape to take. 

Into a Foxe himfelfe he firft did tourne ; 
But he him hunted like a Foxe full fail : 
Then to a bufli himfelfe he did transforme ; 
But he the bufli did beat, till that at lafl 
Into a bird it chaung'd, and from him paft. 
Flying from tree to tree, from wand to wand ; 
But he then fl:ones at it fo long did caft. 
That like a ftone it fell upon the land ; 

But he then tooke it up, and held faft in his hand. 

18. 

So he it brought with him unto the knights. 
And to his Lord Sir Artegall it lent. 
Warning him hold it faft for feare of flights : 
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Who whilcft in hand it gryping hard he hent, 
Into a Hedgehogge all unwares it went. 
And prickt him fo that he away it threw. 
Then ganne it runne away incontinent, 
Being returned to his former hew ; 
But Talus foone him overtooke, and backward drew, 

19- 
But when as he would to a fnake againe 

Have tum'd himfelfe, he with his yron flayle 

Gan drive at him with fo huge might and maine. 

That all his bones as fmall as fandy grayle'' 

He broke, and did his bowels difentrayle. 

Crying in vaine for helpe, when helpe was paft : 

So did deceipt the felfe deceiver fayle. 

There they him left a carrion outcaft 

For beafts and foules to feede upon for their repaft. 

Thence forth they pafled with that gentle Mayd 
To fee her Ladie, as they did agree ; 
To which when (he approched, thus ftie fayd : 
*' Lx>e ! now, right noble knights, arriv'd ye bee 
Nigh to the place which ye defir'd to fee : 
There fliall ye fee my foverayne Lady Queene, 
Moft facred wight, moft debonayre and free. 
That ever yet upon this earth was feene. 

Or that with Diademe hath ever crowned beene." 

21. 

The gentle knights ' rejoyced much to heare 
The prayfes of that Prince fo manifold ; 
And, paffing litle further, commen were 

^ as fmall as fandy grayleJ] i. c. fandy gravel: wc have before had 
" graile" with the fame epithet, vol. i. p. 284: fee there alfo the note 
upon the word. C. 

* Tbi gentle knights']. The fecond and third folios read, without 
authority, " The gentle Knight ^ Todd. 

III. O G 
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Where they a (lately pallace did behold 
Of pompous fliow^ much more then (he had told ; 
With many towres, and tarras" mounted hye, 
And all their tops bright gliftering with gold. 
That feemed to outfhine the dimmed Ikye, 

And with their brightnefle daz'd the ftraunge beholders 
eye, 

22. 

There they alighting by that Damzell were 
Direfted in, and fhewed all the fight ; 
Whofe porch, that moft magnificke did appeare. 
Stood open wyde to all men day and night ; 
Yet warded well by one of mickle might 
That fate thereby, with gy antlike refemblance. 
To keepe out guyle, and malice, and defpight. 
That under (hew oftimes of fayned femblance 

Are wont in Princes courts to worke great fcath and hin- 
drance : 

His name was Awe ; by whom they pafling in 
Went up the hall, that was a large wyde roomc. 
All full of people making troublous din 
And wondrous noyfe, as if that there were fome 
Which unto them was dealing righteous doome : 
By whom they pafling through the thickeft preafle. 
The marfhall of the hall to them did come, 

" PTitb many totores, and tarras, &c.] Such is Milton's addrefs to 

Sabrina in ** Comus : " — 

" May thy lofty head be crown'd 

** With many a tozoer and terrace round : " 

and thus the imperial palace in Rome, ** Par. Reg." B. iv. 54, is adorned 

w^^^ " Turrets and terraces.'' 

On both which pafTages Mr. Warton has remarked, that Milton was 
impreflcd with this idea from his vicinity to Windfor CafUe. But I 
think it more probable that Spenfer, in the flanza before us, fuggefted 
the idea to Milton ; for Milton's imperial palace (trongly refembles alio 
in other refpe6ls the old Jlately pallace of Mercilla. Todd. 
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His name hight Order;" who, commaunding peace. 
Them guyded through the throng that did their clamors 
ceafle. 

They ceaft their clamors upon them to gaze ; 
Whom feeing all in armour bright as day, 
Straunge there to fee, it did them much amaze. 
And with unwonted terror halfe afFray, 
For never faw they there the like array ; 
Ne ever was the name of warre there fpoken. 
But joyous peace and quietnefle alway 
Dealing juft judgments, that mote not be broken 

For any brybes, or threates of any to be wroken. 

There, as they entred at the Scriene,** they faw 
Some one whofe tongue was for his trefpaflc vyle 
Nay Id to a poft, adjudged fo by law ; 
For that therewith he falfely did revyle 
And foule blafpheme that Queene for forged guylc, 

° His name bight Order, '\ Here Spcnfer paints from the manners 
of his own age, in which the cuftom of celebrating a feaft, 

" ScrvM up in hall with Sewers and Senefhalls," 
was not entirely dropped. Ont of the officers at thefe folemnities was 
dyled the Marfhall of the hall ; an office for which Chaucer tells us 
his hoft at the Tabard was properly qualified, Prol. 753 : — 
** A femely man our hofte was withal 
" To ben a Marjhall in a Lordis ball.*' 
As the guefts at thefe pompous and public feftivals were very numerous, 
and of various conditions, I fuppofe the bufinefs of this office was to 
place every perfon according to his rank, and to preferve peace and 
order. T, Warton. 

o There, as they entred at the Scriene."] **Scriene" occurs in the 
next Canto, St. 37: ** But he there flew him at the /crieneJ* The 
frreen, or entrance into the ball, was a familiar term in Spenfer's age. 
It is ftill to be feen before the halls of ancient houfes. Stow ufes it as a 
well-known word : " A maypole, to ftand in the hall, before the 
8CRINE, decked with holme and ivie, at the feail of Chrillmas." It is 
yet remembered in our Univerfities. T. Warton. The carved fcreen 
in Middle Temple Hall remains a fpecimen of admirable workmanfliip, 
the gift, as is dated, of Queen Elizabeth to the Society. C. 
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Both with bold fpeaches which he blamed had> 
And with lewd poems which he did compyle ; 
For the bold title of a poet bad 

He on himfelfe had ta'en, and rayling rymes had fprad. 

26. 

Thus there he flood, whyleft high over his head 
There written was the purport of his fin, 
In cyphers ftrange, that few could rightly read, 
Bon Fans ; but Bon, that once had written bin. 
Was raced out, and Mai was now put in : 
So now Malfont^ was plainely to be red, 
Eyther for th' evill which he did therein, 
Or that he likened was to a welhed 

Of evill words, and wicked fclaunders by him flied. 

27. 

They, pafling by, were guyded by degree 
Unto the prefence of that gratious Queene ; 
Who fate on high, that ftie might all men fee 
And might of all men royally be feene. 
Upon a throne of gold full bright and flieene. 
Adorned all with gemmes of endlefle price. 
As either might for wealth have gotten bene. 
Or could be fram'd by workmans rare device ; 

And all embofl with Lyons and with Flourdelice. 

28. 

All over her a cloth of ftate was fpred. 
Not of rich tiflew, nor of cloth of gold. 
Nor of ought elfe that may be richeft red, 

P So now Ma//o»t,] I think it fliould be " font" both here and in 
the fourth line; and I prefumc our poet fo gave it, that the ^v^ord 
might be wholly French. ** Malfont** is, as the poet explains it, *« m 
welhed of evill words." Church. The folio of 1 679, Haghes» and 
Tonfon's edition in 1758, arc thofe only which read Malfons. Todd. 
Whether this defcription (as well as that of the compiler of *' lewd pocms*^ 
had any perfonal application cannot now be afcertained : it feems not an- 
likely, and Mercilla was certainly meant for Queen Elizabeth. C. 
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But like a cloud, as likeft may be told. 
That her brode (preading wings did wyde unfold ; 
Whofe Ikirts were bordred with bright funny beames, 
Gliftring like gold amongft the plights enrold. 
And here and there (hooting forth filver ftreames, 

Mongft which crept litle Angels through the glittering 
gleames. 

29. 

Seemed thofe litle Angels did uphold 

The cloth of ftate, and on their purpled wings 

Did beare the pendants through their nimbleflc bold : 

Befides, a thoufand more of fuch as fings 

Hymns to high God, and carols heavenly things, 

Encompaffed the throne on which (he fate ; 

She, Angel-like, the heyre of ancient kings 

And mightie Conquerors, in royall ftate ; 

Whyleft kings and kefars at her feet did them proftrate, 

30. 

Thus (he did (it in foverayne Majeftie, 
Holding a Scepter in her royall hand. 
The (acred pledge of peace and clemencie. 
With which high God had bleft her happic land, 
Maugre fo many foes which did withftand : 
But at her feet her fword was likewife layde, 
Whofe long reft rufted the bright fteely brand ; 
Yet when as foes enforft, or friends (ought ayde. 

She could it ftemely draw, that all the world difmayde. 

And round about before her feet there fate 
A bevie of fairc Virgins clad in white. 
That goodly feem'd t* adome her royall ftate ; 
All lovely daughters of high Jove, that hight 
Litae,** by him begot in loves delight 

*» All lovely daughters of high Jove, that bight 
Lita.] I formerly meotioned the decorum and addre6 of our 
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Upon the righteous Themis ; thofe, they fay. 
Upon Joves judgment-feat wayt day and night ; 
And when in wrath he threats the worlds decay. 
They doe his anger calme, and cruell vengeance ftay. 

They alfo doe, by his divine permiffion. 
Upon the thrones of mortall Princes tend. 
And often treat for pardon and remiffion 
To fuppliants, through frayltie which offend : 
Thofe did upon Mercillaes throne attend, 
Juft Dice, wife Eunomie, myld Eirene ; 
And them amongft, her glorie to commend. 
Sate goodly Temperance in garments clene, 

And facred Reverence yborne of heavenly ftrene/ 

Thus did (he fit in royall rich eftate, 
Admyr'd of many, honoured of all ; 
Whyleft underneath her feete, there as fhe fate. 
An huge great Lyon lay, that mote appall 
An hardie courage, like captived thrall 
With a ftrong yron chaine and coUer bound. 
That once he could not move, nor quich at all ;• 
Yet did he murmure with rebellious found. 



poet in departing from ancient mythology. Homer's Airol were ugly 
and lame : ugly, as forrowful ; lame, to (how their humiliation. But 
our poet makes them fair virgins, attendant on Queen Elizabeth as her 
maids of honour. Compare Hom. II. i. 498, with the commentators. 
And why might not thefe Lit^ be drawn handfome ? Why (hould not 
prayers be performed with a cheerful countenance? How properly, 
then, according to hb own mythology, are thefe virgins called /tf/W, 
and drefTed in white , as the faints and angels are dreffed in heaven. 
Upton. 

'' yborne of heavenly ftrene^ Defcent^ race. See F. Q^iv. viii. 33. 
Church. Chaucer fpells it fir en and "(Irene:** the modern ortho- 
graphy is ftrainy and Spenfer elfewhere has it ftraine: fee this vol. p. 
222 : k,S. flrynan, to beget, to produce. C. 

» nor quich at a//J] Stir. Anglo-Sax. cucian, to quicken. Upton. 
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And foftly royne,* when falvage choler gan redound. 

34. 

So fitting high in dreaded foverayntie, 

Thofe two ftrange knights were to her prefence brought; 

Who bowing low before her Majeftie, 

Did to her myld obeyfance, as they ought. 

And meekeft boone that they imagine mought : 

To whom flie eke inclyning her withall. 

As a faire ftoupe of her high fearing thought, 

A chearefull countenance on them let fall. 

Yet tempred with fome majeftie imperiall. 

35- 
As the bright funne, what time his fierie teme 

Towards the wefteme brim" begins to draw. 

Gins to abate the brightnefle of his heme. 

And fervour of his flames fomewhat adaw ; "" 

So did this mightie Ladie, when flie faw 

Thofe two ftrange knights fuch homage to her make. 

Bate fomewhat of that Majeftie and awe 

That whylome wont to doe fo many quake. 

And with more myld afpeft thofe two to entertake.^ 

' And foftly royneJ] GrotoL Fr. rogonner; or rather to gnaw and 
bite his chain, from ronger, rodere. Upton. Mr. Church prefers the 
firft of theie interpretations, to growl or grumble, and I think rightly. 
Todd. For '* rebellious found," in the preceding Jine, we have *' re- 
bellion*s found" in the 410. 1596 only. C. 

" Towards the wefteme brim.] "Brim" is often ufed for margin or 
bank of a ftream by our author and the old poets, and alfo by Milton 
in " Comus," ver. 119. T. Warton. We do not, however, find it 
clicwhere applied to the horizon. C, 

* And fervour of his flames fomewhat adaw.] The general fenfe of 
**adaw" in Spenfer is what is given in vol. i. p. 27, viz, to daunt: 
here the meaning is rather figurative than litenil, viz, to overcome or 
fubdue ; to reduce. Todd would perfuadc us that** adaw" here is ufed 
for extinguifh: the fun did not begin to extinguiih his flame, but to 
leffen its heat. If there be any conflraint in the employment of ** adaw " 
here, the rhyme is in fault. C, 

y thofe two to entertake.] Entertain, receive. Church. ** Enter- 
take'* is from the poet^s word-mint, having been again driven to coinage 
by the ncceffity of the rhyme. C. 
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Now at that inftant, 4s occafion fell. 

When thefe two ftranger knights arrived in place. 
She was about affaires of common wele, 
Dealing of Juftice with indifferent grace. 
And hearing pleas of people meane and bafe : 
Mongfl which, as then, there was for to be heard 
The tryall of a great and weightie cafe. 
Which on both fides was then debating hard ; 

But at the fight of thefe thofe were a while debard. 

37- 
But, after all her princely entertayne. 

To th' hearing of that former caufe in hand 

Her felfe eftfoones fhe gan convert againe : 

Which that thofe knights likewife mote underftand. 

And witnefTe forth aright in forrain land. 

Taking them up unto her flately throne. 

Where they mote heare the matter throughly fcand 

On either part,* (he placed th' one on th' one. 

The other on the other fide, and neare them none. 

38. 

Then was there brought, as prifoner to the barre, 
A Ladie of great countenance and place. 
But that fhe it with foule abufe did marre ; 
Yet did appeare rare beautie in her face, 
But blotted with condition vile and bafe,* 

* On either part, &c.] The poet, if I miftake not, by feating Prince 
Arthur and Arthegall in this manner, would infinuace that Queen Eli- 
zabeth, in the unfortunate cafe of the Queen of Scots, was fupported in 
her determination by Juftice and Glory, or the good of her kingdom. 
See St. 43. Church. 

• condition vile and bafe.'\ Spenier generally ufes " condition" and 
** conditions," (as he does here) not for the outward circumftances of 
rank and fortune, but for the inward qualities of the mind. Church. 
Shakefpeare ufes *' condition *' in the lame way in "Ant. and Cleop.*' 
A. iv. Sc. 13 (edit. Collier, 1858, vol. vi. p. 232), where the heroine 
refers to the tranquil temperament of OdUvia : the ufual and mifprinted 
reading has been **conclufion*' for condition, C. 
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That all her other honour did obfcure. 
And titles of nobilitie deface : 
Yet in that wretched femblant fhe did fure 
The peoples great compaflion unto her allure. 

Then up arofe a perfon of deepe reach. 
And rare in-fight hard matters to revele ; 
That well could charme his tongue, and time Jiis fpeach 
To all aflayes ; his name was called Zele. 
He gan that Ladie ftrongly to appele** 
Of many haynous crymes by her enured ;* 
And with (harp reafons rang her fuch a pele. 
That thofe whom fhe to pitie had allured, 

He now t* abhorre and loath her perfon had procured, 

40. 

Firft gan he tell how this, that feem'd fo faire 
And royally arayd, Duefla hight;** 
That falfe Duefla, which had wrought great care 
And mickle mifchiefe imto many a knight. 
By her beguyled and confounded quight : 
But not for thofe fhe now in queflion came. 
Though alfo thofe mote queftion'd be aright. 
But for vyld treafbns and outrageous fhame. 

Which fhe againfl the dred Mcrcilla oft did frame. 

41. 

For fhe whylome (as ye mote yet right well 

** ftrongly to apfeleJ\ Accufe. In this fenfc the word was formerly 
ufed in trials, the appellant being the challenger or accufer, who was fo 
called in contradiftinAion to the perfon challenge, or defendant, Todd. 

^ crymes by ber enuredJ\ Committed^ ufed. Thus again, in one of 
his Sonnets : — 

*' frefh again enured 
" His former crueltie.'* 
" Urc" for ufe was formerly common. T. Warton. See alfo the 
note upon " enure/* this vol. p. 114. C. 

** Jnd royally arayd, Duejfa bight J] Here the Queen of Scots is 
** hight" or called by the name of the foul and fubtle enchantre(s, who 
figures in fo many parts of this work. C. 
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Remember) had her counfels falfe confpyred 
With faithleffe Blandamour and Paridell,* 
(Both two her paramours, both by her hyred. 
And both with hope of fhadowes vaine infpyred) 
And with them pradiz'd, how for to depryve 
Mercilla of her crowne, by her afpyred. 
That (he might it unto her felfe deryve. 

And tryumph in their blood whom fhe to death did dry ve. 

42. 

But through high heavens grace, which favour not 
The wicked driftes of trayterous defynes 
Gainft loiall Princes, all this curfed plot. 
Ere proofe it tooke, difcovered was betymes. 
And th' aftours won the meede meet for their crymes. 
Such be the meede of all that by fuch mene 
Unto the type of kingdomes title clymes ! 
But falfe Dueffa, now untitled Queene, 

Was brought to her fad doome, as here was to be feene. 

43- 
Strongly did Zele her haynous faft enforce, 

And many other crimes of foule defame 

Againft her brought, to banifli all remorfe. 

And aggravate the horror of her blame : 

And with him, to make part againft her, came 

Many grave perfons that againft her pled,' 

Firft was a fage old fyre, that had to name 

The Kingdomes Care, with a white filver hed,' 

That many high regards and reafons gainft her red. 



• JFithfaitblefe Blandamour and Paridell.'] The Earls of Northum- 
berland and Wcftmorland. Upton. 

' that againft her pled,"] Pleaded, Written pled for the fake of the 
rhyme. Todd. Upon the analogy of " lead " and led. Sec, C. 

« The Kingdomes Care, toitb a white filver bed,"] The Lord Trca- 
furer Burleigh, who, in the courfe of the trial, appears to have ftrenu- 
oufly exerted himfelf againft the unfortunate Queen. See the ** HiH. 
of Remark. Tryals in Gr. Britain,'' in which the trial of the Queen of 
Scots occurs, pp. 404 — 452, 8vo. Lond. 171 5. Todd. 
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44. 

Then gan Authority her to appofe** 

With peremptorie powre, that made all mute ; 
And then the law of Nations gainft her rofe. 
And reafons brought that no man could refute : 
Next gan Religion gainft her to impute 
High Gods beheaft, and powre of holy lawes ; 
Then gan the Peoples cry and Commons fute 
Importune care* of their owne publicke caufe ; 

And laftly Juftice charged her with breach of lawes. 

45- 
But then, for her, on the contrarie part, 

Rofe many advocates for her to plead : 

Firft there came Pittie with full tender hart. 

And with her joyn'd Regard of womanhead ; 

And then came Daunger, threatning hidden dread 

And high alliance unto forren powre ; 

Then came Nobiliti^ of birth, that bread 

Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke ftowre ; 

And laftly Griefe did plead, and many teares forth powre. 

46. 

With the neare touch whereof in tender hart 
The Briton Prince was fore empaffionate,* 
And woxe inclined much unto her part. 
Through the fad terror of fo dreadfull fate. 



** Then gan Authority her to appo/e.'] We adhere to the text of the 
earlieft edition : later copies have " oppoie" for appo/e s but '* appofc" 
fuits the ienfe better than oppofe : the Queen of Scots was put to her trial 
by " peremptory power." Moft modern editors have preferred oppofei 
but though it may afford a plainer fenfe, it does not appear to have been 
either the word or the meaning of the poet :- oppofe was doubtlefs a 
mifprint in the folio 1 609, which was afterwards repeated. C. 

* Importune care,'\ i. e. they began to Jolicit with importunity a re- 
gard of the public interefl in the queflion at iffue. C. 

^ The Briton Prince was fore empaJJionate,'\ The Earl of Leicefter 
(often imaged in Prince Arthur) was thought inclined to the party of 
the Queen of Scots. Upton. 
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And wretched ruine of fo high eftate ; 
That for great ruth his courage gan relent : 
Which when as Zele perceived to abate. 
He gan his eameft fervour to augment. 
And many fearefuU objefts to them to prefcnt. 

47- 

He gan t* efForce the evidence anew. 

And new accufements to produce in place : 
He brought forth that old hag of hellifti hew. 
The curfed Ate, brought her face to face. 
Who privie was and partie in the cafe : 
She, glad of fpoyle and ruinous decay. 
Did her appeach ; and, to her more di(grace, 
The plot of all her praftife did difplay. 

And all her traynes and all her treafons forth did lay. 

48. 

Then brought he forth with greifly grim afpeft 
Abhorred Murder,' who, with bloudie knyfe 
Yet dropping frefh in hand, did her deteft. 
And there with guiltie bloudfhed charged ryfe : 
Then brought he forth Sedition, breeding ftryfe 
In troublous wits, and mutinous uprore : 
Then brought he forth Incontinence of lyfe. 
Even foule Adulterie her face before. 

And lewd Impietie, that her accufed fore. 

49- 
All which when as the Prince had heard and feene. 
His former fancies ruth he gan repent. 
And from her partie eftfoones was drawen cleene : 
But Artegall, with conftant firme intent 
For zeale of Juftice, was againft her bent. 
So was (he guiltie deemed of them all : 

* Abhorred Murder^ &c.] Meaning the murder of her hufband, the 
Ear] of Darnley. Ufton. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C. 9. THE FAERIE aUEENE. 461 

Then Zele began to urge her punifhment, 
And to their Queene for judgement loudly call, 

Unto Mercilla myld, for Juftice gainft the thrall, 

50. 

But (he, whofe Princely breft was touched nere 
With piteous ruth of her fo wretched plight, 
Though plaine flie faw, by all that fhe did heare, 
That (he of death was guiltie found by right. 
Yet would not let juft vengeance on her light; 
But rather" let, in ftead thereof, to fall 
Few perling drops from her faire lampes of light ; 
The which fhe covering with her purple pall 

Would have the paffion hid, and up arofe withall. 

°* But rather 9 &c.] If the poet had lived to read and examine the 
notices which, in later times, have been produced to (hovjr the unfair 
treatment which Mary experienced, he might have been led, perhaps, 
to vindicate her character. His gentle fpirit, however, I conceive, even 
while apologiiing for Elizabeth, undoubtedly felt the force of what 
Brant6me has afferted, that ** No one ever beheld the perfon of Mary 
without admiration and love, or will read her hiftory without forrow.^' 
Todd. Pity and juflice feem, throughout the trial, to maintain a con- 
ted in the mind of Spenfer, and even his Mercilla, at the concluiion, 
would fain have concealed the grief by which (he was overcome. C. 
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CANTO X. 



Prince Arthur^ takes the enterprize 

for Belgee for to fight : 
Gerioneos Senefchall 

he flay es in Beiges right. 




I. 

OME Clarkes doe doubt in their device- 
full art 
Whether this heavenly thing whereof 

I treat. 
To weeten Mercie, be of Juftice part. 



» Prince Arthur."] It is traditional (whether from the poet him/elf 
I never could learn) that Prince Arthur reprcfents Sir Philip Sidney ; 
buty were it not for this tradition, I fhould be inclined to believe the 
Earl of Leicefter imaged under this Faery Knight. Upton, I have 
introduced this obfervation of Mr. Upton's in his Letter to Gilbert 
Weft, Efq. in order to inform the reader that the critic, in fumming up 
his remarks on the preient Book of this poem, has afligned the charader 
of Arthur, without even naming Sir Philip Sidney, to the Earl of Lei- 
cefter. And, in his Preliminary DifTertation on the perfons in the 
" Faerie Queene," he confiders Sir Philip reprefented (rightly, I think) 
under the Knight of Courtefy. Todd. Spenfer was not always con- 
fiftent in the defignation of the perfons ihadowed under various names 
in the courfe of his poem, written at intervals, fome of them diftant ; 
but we apprehend that there can be little doubt upon the two points, 
that Prince Arthur here was meant for Lord Leicefter, and that Sir 
Philip Sidney (Spenfer's early patron) was, as Todd ftates, the Knight 
of Courtefy. C. 
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Or drawne forth from her by divine extreate:!* 
This well I wote, that fure fhe is as great, 
And meriteth to have as high a place, 
Sith in th' Almighties everlafting feat 
She firft was bred, and borne of heavenly race ; 
From thence pour'd down on men by influence of 
grace. 

2. 

For if that Vertue be of fo great might 

Which from jufl: verdift will for nothing ftart. 
But to preferve inviolated right 
Oft fpilles the principall to fave the part ; 
So much more, then, is that of powre and art 
That feekes to fave the fubjeft of her {kill. 
Yet never doth from doome of right depart. 
As it is greater prayfe to fave then fpill. 

And better to reforme then to cut off the ill. 

3- 
Who then can thee, Mercilla, throughly prayfe. 
That herein doeft all earthly Princes pas ? 
What heavenly Mufe (hall thy great honour rayfe 
Up to the ikies, whence firft deriv'd it was. 
And now on earth it felfe enlarged has 
From th'utmoft brinke of the Armericke fliore^ 



** Or drawne forth from her by divine extreate.'] By divine extrac- 
tion J as derived from Juftice originally, and a part of her. Upton. 
** Extrcat" is a word adopted from the French extrait, extradtion. 
Todd. " Engl. Pam." 1600, p. 206, omits a whole line here. C. 

^ From tb* utmoft brinke of the Armericke Jhore,'] The commen- 
tators have been puzzled by the wrong infertion of the letter r in *' Ar- 
mericke : ** if it had been fpclt Americke there would have been no dif- 
ficulty, fince neither Upton nor Church would then have fuppofed that 
Armorica, i.e. Bretagne, was intended. We may feel confident that 
Spenfer had no fuch country in his mind ; but, as Todd contends, that 
he referred to America as the extreme weft, and to the Moluccas as the 
extreme eaft. We reproduce the old text mainly on account of the 
difcordance of opinion. Sir Walter Raleigh, Spenfer's friend, had 
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Unto^the margent of the Molucas? 
Thofe Nations farrc thy juftice doe adore ; 

But thine owne people do thy mercy prayfe much 
more. 

4- 

Much more it prayfed was of thofe two knights. 
The noble Prince and righteous Artegall, 
When they had feene and heard her doome arights 
Againft Duefla, damned by them all ; 
But by her tempred without griefe or gall, 
Till ftrong conftraint did her thereto enforce : 
And yet even then ruing her wilfull fall 
With more then needfuU naturall remorfe, 

And yeelding the laft honour to her wretched corfe.** 

5- 
During all which, thofe knights continued there 

Both doing and receiving curtefies 

Of that great Ladie, who with goodly chere 

Them entertayn'd, fit for their dignities. 

Approving dayly to their noble eyes 

Royall examples of her mercies rare 

And worthie paterns of her clemencies ; 

Which till this day mongft many living are. 
Who them to their pofterities doe ftill declare. 

6. 
Amongft the reft, which in that fpace befell. 



already failed to America, and had named Virginia in compliment to 
Elizabeth. He had fent fupplies to his new colony in 1 592 ; and in 1 596 
(the year in which " the fecond part of the Faery Queen" appear^) 
he publifhed an account of his voyage to Guiana. C. 

^ And yeelding the laft honour to her wretched corfeJ] Mary Queen 
of Scots was buried at Peterborough, and it was not until 161 2 that 
James I. had her body removed to Weftminfter Abbey. Camden gives 
the copy of an epitaph upon her, which was at firft put up at Peter- 
borough, '' but foon after taken away." Edit. Kennett, ii. p. 536. C. 
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There came two Springals* of full tender yeares, 
Farre thence from forrein land where they did dwell. 
To feeke for fuccour of her and her Peares/ 
With humble prayers and intreatfuU teares ; 
Sent by their mother/ who, a widow, was 
Wrapt in great dolours and in deadly feares 
By a ftrong Tyrant, who invaded has 
Her land, and flaine her children ruefully, alas ! 

7- 
Her name was Belgae ; who in former age 
A Ladie of great worth and wealth had beene. 
And mother of a frutefuU heritage. 
Even feventeene goodly fonnes; which who had 

feene 
In their firft flowre, befpre this fatal teene 
Them overtooke and their faire bloflbmes blafted. 
More happie mother would her furely weene 
Then famous Niobe, before fhe tafted 
Latonaes childrens wrath that all her iflue wafted. 

8. 
But this fell Tyrant, through his tortious powre. 
Had left her now but five** of all that brood : 



' There came ttoo Spriftgals.] Toung men. The word was by no 
means uncommon ; but in " The Knight of the Burning Peftlc," A. ii. 
Sc. 6, it is {^Itfpringald. Chaucer and Lord Berners (fee Richardfon) 
ufe " Springold " for an engine of war. C. 

' and her Peares,"] So the folios read. Spenfer's own edition reads, 
'* and ^her Peares," which fupernumerary fyllable renders the line fo 
difficult to be pronounced, that I have followed the emendation of the firk 
folio. Todd. The fitneis of doing fo may, however, be doubted. C. 

« Sent by their mother,] In the year 1577, the Marquis of Hauree 
and Adolph Mctkerk were deputed by the States of Holland to wait 
upon Queen Elizabeth, in order to folicit a loan of 1,000,000/. fterling 
for eight months. See Camden [Edit. Kennett, ii. p. 458]. Church. 

^ Had left her now but five ^ The cruelties which were ezercifed 
in the Netherlands by the Duke of Alva, and the fchemes which were 
purfued by the fubfequent Regents to introduce the Romiih religion, 
and to msJce the King of Spain abfolute, ftirred up the Prince of Orange 

III. H H 
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For twelve of them he did by times devoure. 
And to his Idois^ facrifice their blood, 
Whyleft he of none was flopped nor withflood : 
For foothly he was one of matchlefle might. 
Of horrible afpeA and dreadfuU mood. 
And had three bodies in one waft empight. 
And th' armes and legs of three to fuccour him in fight. 

9- 

And footh they fay that he was borne and bred 
Of Gyants race, the fonne of Geryon ; 
He that whylome in Spaine fo fore was dred 
For his huge powre and great oppreflion. 
Which brought that land to his fubjedkion. 
Through his three bodies powre in one combyn'd ; 
And eke all ftrangers, in that region 
Arry ving, to his kyne for food aflynd ; 

The fayreft kyne alive, but of the fierceft kynd : 

10. 

For they were all, they fay, of purple hew,^ 
Kept by a cowheard, hight Eurytion, 
A cruell carle, the which all ftrangers flew, 
Ne day nor night did fleepe t' attend them on. 
But walkt about them ever and anone 
With his two headed dogge that Orthrus hight ; 



to unite as many of the provinces as he poffibly could in one confede- 
racy. Thefe provinces were nvB (out of feventeen, of which the Ne- 
therlands formerly confided), which Belgb complains were the cnfy $nes 
left of all her numerous broody viz. Holland, Friefland, Zealand, Guel- 
derland, and Utrecht. Upton, 

* And to his Idols,'\ So all the editions. I think it fhould be Idol, 
See Stanzas 1 3, 27, 29. Church. Church is probably right : " Idols** 
appears here in the plural becaufe, the next word beginning with the 
letter j, the old printer carried on the found from one word to another. C. 

^ For tbey were all, they fay^ of purple hew.} ^mxag /SoD^, 
ApoUodorus. " Juffit Herculem Euryftheus, ut puniceos Gcryonis, Hil- 
paniac regis, boves, qui hofpites vorarent, ad fe adduccrct.'* Natalis 
Comes. Upton. 
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Orthrus begotten by great Typhoon 
And foule Echidna^ in the houfe of night : 

But Hercules them all did overcome in fight. 

II. 

His fonne was this Geryoneo hight ; 
Who, after that his monftrous father fell 
Under Alcides club, ftreight tooke his flight 
From that fad land where he his fyre did quell. 
And came to this, where Beige"* then did dwell 
And flouriih in all wealth and happinefle. 
Being then new made widow" (as befeU) 
After her Noble hufl)and's late decefle ;** 

Which gave beginning to her woe and wretchednefle. 

12. 

Then this bold Tyrant, of her widowhed 
Taking advantage, and her yet frefh woes, 
Himfelfe and fervice to her offered. 
Her to defend againft all forrein foes 

* And foule Echidna^ Who guarded the purple oxen of Geiyon. 
I wonder that Spenfer (hould in this place have omitted the mention of 
a fevcn-headed dragon, which, together with Orthrus, was ftationed to 
guard thefe oxen, and was likewife the offspring of Typhaon and Echidna. 
A dragon was too tempting a circumftance to be omitted. T. Warton. 

°* where Beige,"] Spelt by Spenfer with and without a diphthong : 
in St. 7, we have had it Belgay and it is always a diiTyllable. C. 

** Being then new made widow*] The allegory is very elegant and 
learned, coniidered either in a general and poetical fenfe, or in the hif- 
torical view of the ftate of Beige, when the Spaniards had fubverted the 
liberties of the States, after the aflaffination of the Prince of Orange. 
The defcription of Beige as a widow is fcriptural likewife : this fuper- 
adds to its dignity. ** How doth the city fit iblitary, that was full of 
people ! how is (he become as a widow! " Lament, i. i . To widow is uied 
in the Greek language for to make defolate. See Homer, II. L 642 :— « 

lAfou ffaXaffaff 7. 6\iv ^pui<r8 ^ iyvhdg. 
And in this fenfe Virgil mott elegantly ules it, i£n. viii. 571 : — 
" viduajfet civibus urbem." Upton. 

** her Noble hujbands late decejfe^ Deceafe, Lat. decejfus. Todd. 
So Shakefpearc, in " All's well that ends well,*' A. v. Sc. 3, has " ceffe," 
for ceafe^ as in Spenfer we have ** decefle" for deceafe s in both places 
in the diftrefs of the rhyme. C. 
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That ftiould their povnre againft her right oppofe : 
Whereof fhe glad, now needing ftrong defence. 
Him entertayn'd and did her champion chofe ; 
Which long he ufd with carefuU diligence. 
The better to confirme her fearelefle confidence. 

By meanes whereof fhe did at laft commit 

AH to his hands, and gave him foveraine powre 
To doe whatever he thought good or fit : 
Which having got, he gan forth from that howre 
To ftirre up ftrife and many a tragicke ftowre ; 
Giving her deareft children one by one 
Unto a dreadfull Monfter^ to devoure. 
And fetting up an Idole of his owne. 

The image of his monfl:rous parent Geryone. 

14. 

So tyrannizing and oppreffing all. 

The woefull widow had no meanes now left. 
But unto gratious great Merciila call 
For ayde againft that cruell Tyrants theft. 
Ere all her children he from her had reft : 
Therefore thefe two, her eldeft fonnes, fhe fent 
To feeke for fuccour of this Ladies gieft ; 
To whom their fute they humbly did prefent 

In th' hearing of full many Knights and Ladies gent. 

15- 

Amongft the which then fortuned to bee 

The noble Briton Prince with his brave Peare ; 
Who when he none of all thofe knights did fee 
Haftily bent that enterprife to heare. 
Nor undertake the fame for cowheard feare, 



P Vfito a dreadfull MonfterJ\ Meaning the papiftical religion en- 
forced by perfecudon ; particularly the Inquifition^ which the Duke of 
Alva iet up in the Netherlands. Upton. 
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He ftepped forth with courage bold and great, 
Admyr'd of all the reft in prefence there, 
And humbly gan that mightie Queene entreat 

To graunt him that adventure for his former feat. 

16. 

She gladly graunted it : then he ftraight way 
Himfelfe unto his journey gan prepare. 
And all his armours readie dight that day, 
That nought the morrow next mote ftay his fare. 
The morrow next appear 'd with purple hayre 
Yet dropping frefti out of the Indian fount. 
And bringing light into the heavens fayre. 
When he was readie to his fteede to mount 
Unto his way, which now was all his care and count. 

17- 
Then taking hmnble leave of that great Queene, 

Who gave him roiall giftes and riches rare, 

As tokens of her thankefuU mind befeene. 

And leaving Artegall to his owne care. 

Upon his voyage forth he gan to fare 

With thofe two gentle youthes, which him did guide 

And all his way before him ftill prepare. 

Ne after him did Artigall abide. 
But on his firft adventure forward forth did ride. 

18. 

It was not long till that the Prince arrived 
Within the land where dwelt that Ladie fad ; 
Whereof that Tyrant had her now deprived. 
And into moores and marflies baniftit had. 
Out of the pleafant foyle and citties glad. 
In which ftie wont to harbour happily : 
But now his cruelty fo fore ftie drad. 
That to thofe fennes for faftnefle ftie did fly. 

And there her felfe did hyde from his hard tyranny. 
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19. 

There he her found in forrow and difmay, 
AH folitarie without living wight ; 
For all her other children, through affray, 
Had hid themfelves, or taken further flight : 
And eke her felfe, through fudden ftrange affright 
When one in armes fhe faw, began to fly ; 
But, when her owne two fonnes ftie had in fight. 
She gan take hart and looke up joyfully ; 

For well fhe wift this knight came fuccour to fupply. 

20. 

And running unto them with greedy joyes. 

Fell flraight about their neckes as they did kneelc. 
And burfling forth in teares, " Ah ! my fweet boyes," 
(Sayd fhe) '' yet now I gin new life to feele ; 
And feeble fpirits, that gan faint and reele. 
Now rife againe at this your joyous fight. 
Alreadie feemes that fortunes headlong wheele 
Begins to tume, and funne to fhine more bright 

Then it was wont, through comfort of this noble knight." 

21. 

Then turning unto him ;. " And you. Sir knight," 
(Said fhe) " that taken have this toylefome paine 
For wretched woman, miferable wight. 
May you in heaven immortall guerdon gaine 
For fo great travell as you doe fuflaine ! 
For other meede may hope for none of mee. 
To whom nought elfe but bare life doth remaine ; 
And that fb wretched one, as ye do fee. 

Is liker lingring death then loathed life to bee." 

22. 

Much was he moved with her piteous plight. 
And low difmounting from his loftie fleede 
Gan to recomfort her all that he might. 
Seeking to drive away deep rooted dreede 
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With hope of helpe in that her greateft neede. 
So thence he wifhed her with him to wend 
Unto fome place where they mote reft and feede. 
And ftie take comfort which God now did fend. 
Good hart in evils doth the evils much amend. 

" Ay me !" (fayd (he) " and whether fhall I goe ? 
Are not all places full of forraine powres ? 
My pallaces poflefled of my foe, ^ 
My cities fackt, and their fky-threating towres 
Raced and made fmooth fields, now full of flowres ? 
Onely thefe marifties and myrie bogs. 
In which the fearefuU ewftes** do build their bowres, 
Yeeld me an hoftry mongft the croking frogs. 

And harbour here in fafety from thofe ravenous dogs." 

24. 

'' Nathlefle," (faid he) " deare Ladie, with me goe ; 
Some place fhall us receive and harbour yield ; 
If not, we will it force, maugre your foe. 
And purchafe it to us with fpeare and ftiield : 
And if all fayle, yet farewell open field ;' 
The earth to all her creatures lodging lends." 
With fuch his chearefuU fpeaches he doth wield 
Her mind fo well, that to his will fhe bends ; 

And, bynding up her locks and weeds, forth with him 
wends. 

They came unto a Citie farre up land, 

*» In tobicb the fearefuU ewftes,"] Evets or efts; fearefuU, that oc- 
cafion fear. So ** fearfuU M^mtk** is uglincfs that caufcs fear in the 
beholder, F. Q. vi. vi. lo. CHimcH. 

' yetfareweU open field."] Jortin remarks upon the ufe of '* farewell " 
here, which does not mean that they will abandon the open field, but 
that they may ^Wfare weU in it, fincc the earth lends a place of habi- 
tation to all creatures. Above, Todd, without notice, printed fky- 
threatning, inflead of" iky-threating *' as it Hands in the 4to. 1 596. C. 
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The which whylome that Ladies owne had bene ; 
But now by force extort out of her hand 
By her ftrong foe, who had defaced cleene 
Her (lately towres and buildings funny (heene. 
Shut up her haven, mard her marchants trade, 
Robbed her people that full rich had beene. 
And in her necke a Caftle huge had made. 

The which did her commaund without needing perfwadc. 

26. 

That Caftle was the ftrength of all that ftate, 
Untill that ftate by ftrength was pulled downe ; 
And that fame citie, fo now ruinate,* 
Had bene the keye of all that kingdomes crowne ; 
Both goodly Caftle, and both goodly Towne, 
Till that th' offended heavens lift to lowre 
Upon their blifle, and balefuU fortune frowne : 
When thofe gainft ftates and kingdomes do conjure. 

Who then can thinke their hedlong ruine to recurc ? 

But he had brought it now in fervile bond. 
And made it beare the yoke of inquifition,* 
Stryving long time in vaine it to withftond ; 
Yet glad at laft to make moft baie fubmiftion, 
And life enjoy for any compofition : 
So now he hath new lawes and orders new 
Impofd on it with many a hard condition. 
And forced it, the honour that is dew 

To God, to doe unto his Idole moft untrew. 

28. 

To him he hath before this Caftle greene 
Built a faire Chappell, and an Altar framed 

• /o now ruinate,"] So all the editions. Perhaps, **now/o ruinate." 
Church. We fee no reafon for the change. C. 

' the yoke of inquifition,'] The Inquifition was introduced in Holland 
by Philip the Second of Spain. This is that Idol fo often mentioned 
in this Canto. Church. Antwerp had been facked in 1576. C. 
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Of coftly Ivory full rich befeene. 

On which that curfed Idole, farrc proclamed. 

He hath fet up, and him his God hath named ; 

Oflfring to him in finfuU facrifice 

The flefh of men, to Gods owne likenefle framed. 

And powring forth their bloud in brutiftie wize. 

That any yron eyes to fee it would agrize, 

29. 

And for more horror and more crueltie. 
Under that curfed Idols altar ftone 
An hideous monfter doth in darknefTe lie, 
Whofe dreadful! ftiape was never feene of none 
That lives on earth ; but unto thofe alone 
The which unto him* facrificed bee : 
Thofe he devoures, they fay, both flefti and bone. 
What elfe they have is all the Tyrants fee ; 

So that no whit of them remayning one may fee. 

30. 

There eke he placed a ftrong garrifone, 
And fet a Senefchall of dreaded might,* 
That by his powre opprefled every one. 
And vanquiihed all ventrous knights in fight ; 
To whom he wont ftiew all the fliame he might. 
After that them in battell he had wonne. 
To which when now they gan approch in fight. 
The Ladie counfeld him the place to ftionne. 

Where as fb many knights had fouly bene fordonne. 

31- 
Her fearefuU fpeaches nought he did regard. 
But, ryding ftreight under the Caftle wall. 



• The which unto him.] Spcnfer has made the monfter a female in 
the next Canto, Sts. 21, 22, &c. Todd. 

* a Senefchall of dreaded might,] Meaning the Regent of the Ne- 
therlands, fet up by Philip, King of Spain. The cruelleft of all was 
the Duke of Alva. Ufton. 
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Called aloud unto the watchfull ward 
Which there did wayte, willing them forth to call 
Into the field their Tyrants Senefchall : 
To whom when ty dings thereof came, he ftrcight 
Cals for his armes, and arming him withall 
Eftfoones forth pricked proudly in his might. 
And gan with courage fierce addrefle him to the fight. 

They both encounter in the middle plaine. 

And their fharpe fpeares doe both together fmitc 
Amid their fhields, with fo huge might and maine 
That feem'd their foules they would have ryven quight 
Out of their breafts with furious defpight : 
Yet could the Senefchals no entrance find 
Into the Princes (hield where it empight. 
So pure the metall was and well refynd, 

But ftiivered all about, and fcattered in the wynd : 

33- 
Not fo the Princes, but with reftlefle force ^ 

Into his (hield it readie pafTage found, 

Both through his haberjeon and eke his corfe ; 

Which tombling downe upon the fenfelefle ground 

Gave leave unto his ghoft from thraldome bound" 

To wander in the griefly fhades of night. 

There did the Prince him leave in deadly iwound. 

And thence unto the caftle marched right. 

To fee if entrance there as yet obtaine he might. 

34. 
But, as he nigher drew, three knights he ipyde. 
All arm'd to point ifluing forth apace, 
Which towards him with all their powre did ryde, 

y but with reftlejfe forced Here ufed either for unceafing^ or re- 
fiftlefs. Church. Not refUng becaufe it was refiftlcfs. C. 

* from thraldome hound^ i. e. from a ftate of bound thraldom to 
wander forth. Upton would needlefsly read unbound. C. 
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And meeting him right in the middle race 
Did all their fpeares attonce on him enchace. 
As three great Culverings* for battrie bent. 
And leveld all againft one certaine place. 
Doe all attonce their thunders rage forth rent. 
That makes the wals to ftagger with aftoniftiment : 

35- 

So all attonce they on the Prince did thonder. 
Who from his faddle fwarved nought afyde, 
Ne to their force gave way, that was great wonder ; 
But like a bulwarke firmely did abyde. 
Rebutting him, which in the midft did ryde. 
With fo huge rigour, that his mortall fpeare 
Paft through his fhield and pierft through either fyde ; 
That downe he fell uppon his mother deare,** 

And powred forth his wretched life in deadly dreare. 

36. 

Whom when his other fellowes faw, they fled 
As fall as feete could carry them away ; 
And after them the Prince as fwiftly fped. 
To be aveng'd of their unknightly play. 
There, whileft they entring th* one did th' other ftay. 
The hindmoft in the gate he overhent,* 
And, as he prefTed in, him there did flay : 



» Js three great Quiverings,'] Culverins, Fr. couleuvrine, a piece of 
ordnance fo called. Church. The Italians call it colubrina^ or ferpen- 
tina, becaufe it is long, thin, and fnake-like, and fuch appears to be 
the origin of culverin : fee Richardfon's Di6l. C. 

^ uppon bis mother deare,"] Upon his mother earth. Two lines 
above, ** rigour" is not a mifprint for vigour ; lince ** rigour" (eems to 
have been thus ufed of old, especially by Spenfer, as in F. (^B. i. C. 2. 
St. 18; vol. i. p. 201: — 

** Therewith upon his creft 
'* With rigor fo outrageous he fmitt," &c. C. 

« in the gate he overhent.] To " hent," or hint, is to take, and 
•* overhent" is therefore overtook. We have not unfirequently had the 
word before, precifely in the fame fenfe : fee vol. ii. pp. 266, 472. C. 
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His carkafle tumbling on the threftiold fent 
His groning foule unto her place of puniftiment 

37- 
The other which was entred laboured faft 

To fpcrre the gate ;"* but that fame lumpe of clay, 

Whofe grudging ghoft was thereout fled and paft. 

Right in the middeft of the threfhold lay, 

That it the Pofterne did from clofing ftay : 

The whiles the Prince hard preafed in betwcene,* 

And entraunce wonne. Streight th' other fled away. 

And ran into the Hall, where he did weene 

Him felfe to fave ; but he there flew him at the flcreenc, 

38. 

Then all the reft which in that Caftle were. 
Seeing that fad enfample them before, 
Durft not abide, but fled away for feare. 
And them convayd out at a Pofterne dore. 
Long fought the Prince ; but when he found no more 
T' oppofe againft his powre he forth ifllied 
Unto that Lady, where he her had lore,' 
And her gan cheare with what flie there had vewed. 

And what flie had not feene within unto her ftiewed : 

39' 
Who with right humble thankes him goodly greeting 

For fo great proweflfe as he there had proved. 

Much greater then was ever in her weeting,' 

** To /per re the gate J] To bar the gate by putting ^fpar againft it. 
Sec the fame words employed in " Shep. Cal." for May, vol. i. p. 63. C. 

' bard preafed in bettoeeneJ] This is the gpnuinc reading ; the folios 
read, " bad preafed." Todd. 

' wbere be ber bad /ore.] The proper form of the participle feems 
to be lorn/ and we have it, as here in the fenfe of/oj^ or /efi, in F. Q^ 
B. i. C. iv. St. 2, "after that he had fiiire Una lorne :" fee Vol. i. p. 
226. ** Lore," for le/t^ has alfo occurred in this vol. p. 77, where 
A. S. /oren, to lofe, is pointed out as the known etymology. C. 

« ever in ber meeting.] Ever in her knowledge. Chaucer, like Spen- 
fer, employs the participle (of the verb taeet, to know) as a fubftantive 
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With great admiraunce inwardly was moved. 
And honourd him with all that her behoved. 
Thenceforth into that Caftle he her led 
With her two fonnes, right deare of her beloved. 
Where all that night them felves they cheriftied. 
And from her balefull minde all care he banifhed. 



— ** without his wceting," without his privity ; but Spenfer is probably 
alone in the ufe of *' admiraunce/' in the next line, for admiration. 
" Balefull" generally means injurious, or caufing calamity; but here, in 
the laft line of this ftanza, we are to accept it in the fenfe of full of mif' 
fortune. C. 



END OF VOL. III. 
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